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UR Arabian, having 
met with ſo kind Eu- 
| tertainment in this 
Nation ſince he put 
on the Engliþ Dreſs, 
is reſolved to continue 
his Garb, and vilit you as often as 
Convenience will permit. 


He brings along with him many 
foreign Commodities, to gratific the 
various Expectations of People. His 
Curgo conſiſting of Jewels and other 
«2 Rarities, which are the genuine Pro- 

duct of the Ea Eaft; and ſome kinds of 

A 3 Mer- 


To the Reade x. 
Merchandize, which he has purcha- 


ted here in the V, during his Refi-" 


It will be Pity to affront this ho- 
neſt Stranger, by raiſing Scandals on 
him, as if he were a Counterfeit, and 
J know not what. This will appear 
inhoſpitable, and unworthy of the 
 Engliſb Candor and Generoſity. 


<2nee at Paris. 


Ta ſpeak without an Altegory, in 


this Third Volume of Letters, as in the 
former two, you'll find an exact Con- 
tinuation of ne Hiſtory, acquaint- 
wg you with all the memorable 
Sieges, Battles and Campaigns, that 
were in Europe, from the Year 1645, 
to 1649. As, alſo, with all the re- 
markable Vegctiations and Tranſadions 
of State, Embaſſies, Leagues and Over- 
tures. of Princes; the Policies and In- 
trigues of publick Miniſters, eſpecially 
thoſe of Cardinal Mazarini; the great 
and ſtupendous Revolutions and Civil 
Wars in England, China, Naples, 
Turky and Paris; the prodigious Riſc 
of a poor young beardleſs Fiſberman, 


to the Height of ſovereign Power; the 
| diſmal 
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diſmal Tragedies of an Engliſh King, 
and Chineſe Emperor; with theMurder of 
a Turkiſh Sultan. And all theſe inter- 
mix'd with proper and uſeful Re- 
marks, pleaſant and agrecable Stories; 
couch'd in a Style, which being pe- 
culiar to the Arabians, cannot be 
match'd in any other Writings that 
are extant, | | e 


If his Phileſephy will not bear the 
Teſt of our learned Virtugſ, yet it may 
aſs Muſter in a Mabometan; fince it 
is taken for granted, that the Men of 
that Faith rarely apply themſelves to 
{ach Studies; or, at leaſt, not in the 
Method uſed in Chriſtian. Schools. 
They may have the ſame Ideas of 
natural Things as we; but they ex- 
preſs themſelves in a different Man- 


As for his Morals, they are ſolid 
and grave, and ſuch as could not be 
reprehended even in a Chriftian Writer, 
if we reduce what he ſays to Univer- 
ſals. For, abſtracting from the par- 
ticular Obligations he had to his na- 
tive Religion, and to the Grand Signi- 
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found little Difference between his: 


To the READ ER. 
or, whoſe Slave he was, there will be, 


Eihicks and ours, He every where. 
recommends Loyalty, Juſtice, For- 
titude, Temperance, Prudence, and 
all thoſe other Virtues which arc re- 


quiſite to fill up the Charader of a 


Hero, or a Saint. 


And who will not bear with him, 
for patroniſing the Religion and Inte: 
reft in which he was brcd ? It bcing. 
natural for all Men, to adhere to the 
Netions they have ſuck'd in with their 
Moi ber's Milk. In this alfo he ſhews 
great Moderation, and a more; unby- 
als d Temper than one would expect 
from a Turk; which may, in part, be 
aſcribed to his ſtudying in the Chriſt= 
ian Academies, his Converſation with 
the learned'ſt Men in Paris, and ſome 
of the moſt accompliſh't Perſons in 
the World. Hence it was, that he. 
was accus'd by his Superiours at the 
Ottoman Port, of inclining to Chriſti- 
auity or Atheiſm ; as he takes notice, 
in his Apology to a religious Dignitary, 


in the firſt Letter, of the third Book 
of this Volume, Page 202, to we 


To the REK ADE RN 
the Reader is referred for farther Sa- 
tistaction. 


In his moſt familiar Letters, ſuch as. 
this laſt mention'd, and others 0 bis 
intimate Friends, you will find tome 
Expreilions, dilcovering , a certain 
Finencſs and Strength of Thought, 
which is not very common in Chri/ti- 
an Writers. Which is an Argument 
that the Wahbometans arc not all ſach 
Blockhcads as we take them for. 


And though his Picure, which we 
have affix d to our Tranf/ation, ſincc 
we had the 1zalian Tomes, repreſents. 
no extraordinary Perſon, , yet you. 
know Fuvenal's Remark Frouti nulla 
Fides. And it has been a common 
Obſervation. of one of the greatcit 
Philoſophers in this Age, That by bis 
outward. AſpeF, wo Man would gueſs. 
what an illuſtrious Soul ladged. within. 


It you would know how the Italian 
zume by this Picture, (for, in his Pre 
face, he aſſerts it to be the Truc. 
Effigies of this Arabian) he fays, 
That being acquainted. with the Se- 
ere a1 


To the RAD E R. 


cretary of Cardinal Mazarini, and 
trequenting his Houſe, he ſaw a 
Picture hang in his Cloſet, with this 
Inſcription at the Bottom, T'I'T US 
DE MOLDAVIA, CLERICUS. 
Ætatis ſue LXXII. He asked the 
Gentleman who this Titus was, who 
inform'd him, That he was a great 
Traveller, and underſtood many Lan- 
guages, eſpecially the Sclavonian, 
Greek and Arabick;, on which Ac- 
count Cardinal Richlieu, and his Suc- 
ceſſor Mazarini, had made great Uſe 
of him; and that the latter had cauſed 
that Pidture of the Moldavian to be 
drawn and hung up in his Cloſet, from 
whence he had it. Our ſtalian being 
ſatisfy d after ſome Diſcourſe about 
him, that this Stranger was the ver 
Arabian, whoſe Writings he had 1o 
happily found, got leave of the Gen- 
tleman to have a Dranght of the 
Picture taken, by a skilful Limner, 
which he afterwards placed in the 
Front-of his Tranſlation. 


There is one of theſe Letters, Page 
242. wants a Beginning in the Lalian 
Copy. Which the Author of that 

| | Tranſ= 
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To the Reaper. 


Tranſlation takes Notice of in his 
Preface, ſaying, That by ſome Acci- 
dcnt or other, the Arabick Paper had 
been torn aſunder, and one Part was 
miſting. | 


There needs no more to be ſaid, 
but to acquaint the Reader, that we 
are going forward with the Engliſh 
Tranſlation of theſe Letters, as fait as 
we can. So that in all Probability, 
you may expect a Fourth Volume be- 
tore Chriſimas. Whercin you willfind. 
more particular Remarks on our En- 
gliſb Affairs, with political Diſcourſes 
on the Original and Diffolution of 
Governments. As alſo many curious 
Paſſages during the Wars of Paris, 
which have not hitherto come to pub- 
lick View. In fine, you will there be 
inform'd of all the remarkable Events 
that happen'd at that Time, cither in 
Peace or War, on the whole Globe, 
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LETTERS and MATTERS 


Contained in this Vorume, 
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V O L. III. 
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LETTER 1 


| AHMUT, an Arabian at Paris, to 
Y M Nathan Ben Sadi, a Jew at Vien- 
: SRP Page 1 
| He exhorts bim to be prepared for 


the wwerſt Events: To fland upon bis Guard 
againſt the Chriſtians; but, above all, to 
beware of him ef He tells him à Story of 
Carcoa, Nathan's Predec-/er. 

II. To 


The ABLE. 


II. To the Kaimacham. 6 
Of the Tranſylvanian Agent's Buſineſ: at the 


French Court: Of Monſieur Croiſly's Nego- 


tiation with Prince Ragotski. The Speech of 


Prince Ragotski's Son. 
III. To che inſtructed in all Knowledge, the ve- 
nerable Muti. 10 


He makes a compariſon betauten the Chriſtians end 
Mahometans ; prefers the Devotion and Chari- 
ty of the latter. And relates a pleaſant Paſſage 
of a Chriſtian that whipt himſelf. : 

IV. To Muftapha, Berber Aga. | 13 

Of the Battle of Mergentheim, between the Ger- 
mans and French: The- unfortunate Adven- 
ture of a French Officer. 

V. To Shaſhim Itham, a Black Eunuch. 16 

He pardons the Scandals caſt upon him. by the Eu- 
nuch; commendi his Apology; aduiſes him 10 
fet a Match on his Tongue ; and relates an Ad- 
venture of a Buſy- Body. 

VI. To Zelim of Rhodes, Captain of a Galley. 18 

He acquaints him with the Execution of three 
Witches at Naples, who were hired to deſtroy 
him by Enchant ments. 

VII. To the invincible Vir Axem. 2 
lle compares France to the four great Monarchies ; 
Relates the Battle of Allerſneim, and the Pi9- 
greſi of the French Arms, © | 
VIII. To Cara Hah, a Phyſician at Conſtantineple 
5 28 

Of a blind Man who diflinguiſh'd Colours by bis 

Touch. Of another who carved to the Life. 
Of the Mute Saqueda ; andof a &:nf Man who 
apprebended ones Words by the Motion of the 
Lip. 
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The TABLE. 
IX. To Uſeph Baſſa. 


He congratulates his nexo Dignity 3. informs. him 
of the Diſſelution of the Diet of Francfort, 
and of the King of Poland's deſiring the 
Queen of Swedeland. in Marriage. 


x. To khingi Cap Oglani, Preceptor to the 


Royal Pages of the Seraglio. 35 
He expeſtulates with him concerning his Calum- 
nies. 
XI. To the Reis Effendi, principal Secretary of 
State. —_ 
Of the taking of Canea, and the Policy of Sul 
tan Ibrahim. 
XII. To the magnificent and redoubtable Vi- 
EKLier Azem. 40 


Of the Duke of Enguien's Return to Paris. 
Mahmut extols the Hardineſs of the Otto- 
man Generals. He relates. a private Amour 
of Cardinal Mazarini. | 

XIII. To Eeri Boinau, a White Eunuch, 46 

He thanks lim for his Integllience of <vhat is 
praiſed ugainſt him in the Seraglio. 

XIV. To Muftapha, Berber Aga. 47 

Of the Elector of Saxcny's falling in Love with 


a Swediſh. Lady in. Armour: And of the odd 


kind of Articles, agreed on betæueen him and 
Geneneral Koningſmark, by that Means. 
XV. To Mahummed, Hogia, Derviſe, Eremit, 
Inbabitant of the Sacred Cave, at the Foot 
of Mount Uricl, in Arabia the Happy. 53 
He extols his Alſtinence, and the Happineſs of 
a retired Life ; Rehearſps the Bleſſing whith 
the Angel pronounced on that Cave. 
XVI. To Cp Basa. 56 
He acquaints him with the Marriage of Uladiſlaus, 


King of Poland, «ith Louiſe Marie de Gon- 


2ague, Princeſs of Mantua, 


XVII. To 


XVII. To the Kaimacharn, 68 
He relates the Succeſs of the French Arms in 
Flanders, Catalonia and Italy, that Near 
with an Adventure that happen'd to the Duke 
of Orleans, in his Camp before Bourburgh. 
XVIII. To Dgnet Ogio. 62 
He entertains him with a familtar Diſcourſe of 
his Sickneſs, and of the Mind's Tranquility : 
Telling him a Story of a Man, whoſe Brains 
avere turn'd to a Nel of Serpents. 
XIX. To the Selifar Aga, or Sword-Bearer to 
Lis Highne/+. 67 
He riproaches the Europeans, with their Rebelli- 
ens, and other Inhumanittes. Of the Afem- 
blies at Munſter and Oſnaburg. OF a private 
Treaty betwrern Spain and Holland 
XX. To the Reis Efferdi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 70 
Of the mighty Fleet the French avere fitting out 
to Sea. Of the Prediqtions and Adventure of 
an old Prophet, who went to Cardinal Maz1- 
rini, Of Monſieur Chanut, % French Em- 
baſl dor in Swedeland. 
XXI. To William Joſpel, a Recluſe in Auſtria. 74 
He adwifes him to turn Hermit, for the Jake of 
Silence and Contemplation, 
XXII. To the Captain Ba ſſa. 77 


Of the Preparations the Europeans ævere mating, 


to aſſiſ l the State of Venice. He tells hin, 
«what the Chriſtians ſay of him. 
XXIII. To Aaenai, a Jew at Venict. 79 
He defires him to ſend ſome Remarks on the 
People he bas ſeen in his Travels A Sort 
Character of Italy, with ſome Reflections on 
the Gothe and Vandals. 
XXIV. To IMuſtapha, Berber Aga. 80 
of the preſent War of Candy. 4 memorable Say- 
inz of the Duke of Orleans, at the Sur: e: der 
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ef Graveling with a generous Action of t/4# 
Prince. 1 
XXV. To Nag, Baſſa of Natolia. 83 
He congratulates his niau Honour, puts him in mind 
of his Name-ſake's Fate, in the Reign of Ach! 
met III. and gives him many good Counſels.. 


XXVI. To the Kaimacham. 86 
Touching Moroſini's -quitting the Port of Canea{ 
to the Turks. 8 
XXVII. To Cara Hal, a Phyſician at Conſtunti- 
nople. 88, 


1 Sone Remarks on the Spring, and on the Diffe- 
rence between living at Conſtantinople and 
Paris. The. Queſt of the French Philoſophers. 
XXVIII. To the Yefterdar or Lord-Treaſurer. go | 
Of the French Deſens by Sea, and other Matters.” | 

XXIX. To Nathan Ben Snddi, a Fewat Vienna 92 

9 He applands his Reſolution, not to take Religion on 
94 Truſt, but to enquire into the Grounds. And ſends | 
I him an Abſtratt of the Muſſulman Hiitory. - 
XXX. To the ſame. 95 [ 
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He exhorts him, not ta let Intereſt byaſs him in 

the Choice of Zit Religicn. Of the Duke of 
Brandenburgh's demanding the Queen of Swe- 
den in Marriaze. 

XXXI. To the Kaimachan. 97 

Of a private League between the Venetians and | 
the Baſla of Aleppo, diſcovered by Adonai the * 
Jew. Several Iuſtances of that Baſla's Fuſtice, 
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O the moſt magnif cent and illuſtrious Vir 
| Azem, at the Port. 101 | 
Mahmut's Project to divert Cardinal Mazarini, | 
from attempting againſt the Ottoman 18 , 
p 0, i 
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H. To Jſmael Nota Faraca, a White Eunuch. 112 
He condoles the Misfortune of Egri Boinou, <uhoſe. 
Eyes were put out by the Grand Signior's Cn. 


man | 
HI. To Dentt Orhou. | $39 
He diſcourſes more frankly to is on the ſame 
Subject. 
IV. To Dicben Huſſcin Baſſa. 116 


Of the early Campaigns the French made that 
Year. The EY of a French Officer. 
V. To Kerker Haſſan Baja 113 
He thanks him * his Preſent of Coffee; compares 
part of Arabia with the oy of Tempe. 
Concerning his Father's hunting of Lyons, T-. 
gers, &C. 
VI. To Huftin Baſja. 1220 
Remarks on 1 of Retimo in Candy. 4 


CharaFer of Menſieur Varennes, the French 
Ambaſlador at the Port, 
VII. To the ſame * 
Remarks en the Nature of the French, and their 
Method of obtaining Vi&ories. 
VIII. To the Venerable Mufti, Sovereign Guide 
of the True Believers. 124 


Touching the Books of the ancient Pagans. Cer- 
tain memorable Paſſages of Alexander the 


Great. 
IX. To Murat Baſſa. + 132 
Of the taking of Courtray. by the French. 
Of the Want of Rain, a Y Proviſions. 
at Paris. x: 


X. To the Aa of the "EY | 


Of the Benefit of reading Hiſtories, and the 325 
Conſequences of Printing in Europe. 
XI. To the ſame. 
Of Guſtavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, a6 if 
Queen Chriſtina, his Daughter, Remarks on 
Queen Elizabeth. 


XII. To 


The TABLE. 


XII. Te the Se/iAar Aga, or Sword: Bearer to the 
Grand Signior, 142 
Of the Duke of Orleans his Return to Paris, 

after he had taken Mardyke. Of the Diet of 
e French. Ris 

XI'I. To Abubechir Hali, Merchant at Aleppo. 144 

He exhorts him, not to grieve for the Loſs of one 
of his Wives, who ran away with his Slave: 
Relates a Story of an Italian Lord. 

XIV. To Solyman his Confer. 146 
He reproves him for deſerting the publick Aſſem- 

blies of the Faithſul, and following of Schi- 

maticks, | 

XV. To Haſnador-Baſffy, chief Treaſurer to the 

Grand Signior. 148 
Of the Duke of Enguien's Triumphant entring 
into Paris, after the taking of Dunkirk. 

XVI. To Frahtim Hali Cheik, a Man of the 

Law. ” 
Touching the Suppreſſion of Brothel Houſes in Pa- 
Tis. 


XVII. To Muſtapha, Baſſa of Siliftria. 152 


He attributes the Loſs of Aſac, to. the Valour of 


the Muſcovites- A CFarater of that People, 
with the Manner of the Czars Succeſſion in 
former Times. | : 
XVIII. To Seh nan Kyzlar Aga, Chief of the 
Black Eunuchs. 155 
He acquaints him with the Death of the Prince 
of Conde. The Character of that Prince, 
with a brief Account of his Lift 
XIX. To the Kaimacham. 153 
Of the Count d* Harcourt's Diſgrace, in decam- 
ping from before Lerida. The Succeſs of the 
French Arms in Italy. Of a firange Fountain 
in the Ile of Elbe. | 
XX. To Bajaxet, Baſſa of Greece. 160 
He acquaint him with his Suſpicion of ſome deep 
Deſigns 
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Dres in the Frerch Court. Of a Fellow 

who raiſed & Sedition in Paris. vo 

XXI. To Pefteli Hali, his Brother. 163 
Hr thanks him for the Journal of his Travels; 
Congratulates his Eſcape from Male and Female 

Thieves ; tells him a Stary of the MoguPs Fa- 
ther : and another of a Merchant's Widow in 
the Indies ; With other Diſcourſes of that Na- 
ture. - 

XXII. To Af Paſſa. 173 
a Quarrel between Monſieur Chanut, % 

French Embaſſador at Stockholm, and the 
Swedifh Secretary of State. The Repartce of 

a French Embaſlador to the King of Spain. 
XXIII. To the Mufti, moſt venerable, and wor- 
thy of all Honour. 176 
A Corparijex of the three Miniſters / State, 
KXimenes, Richlieu ard Mazarini. 

XXIV. To Danecmar Kefrou, Kadileſquer of Ro 

mania. 181 
Of the Perfidy of the Scots, in ſelling King 

Charles I. to the Engliſh Parliament. A Sta- 
ry of Biſhop Hatto. 

XXV. To Rel Hamet, Antiquary to the Sul- 
3 186 
Remarks on old Magical Statues and Images: Of 

the Palladium and Ancilia ; Of the true Name 
of the City of Rome. | 

XXVI. To the Vizir rem. 189 
Mahmut acquaints him with his Return from Or- 

leans, the Rea/on of the great Conflux of Stran. 
gers to that City. | 

XXVII. To the Aga of che Fanizaries. 191 
Of Joan d'Acre, the Maid of Orleans. | 


XXVIII. To Dgnet Og/ou. 


194 
Of EFliachim's falling in Love with a French La- 
dy on the Road, as he accompanicd Mahmut 


to Orleans, 
XXIX. To 
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5 XXIX. To the Captain Baſa. i 139 


Of the bold Propoſal which a Sea Captain made 
to Cardinal Mazarini; And of a magnificent 
Ship, which Queen Chriſtina preſented to this 
Miniſter. | 


BOOK III. 


— 


LETTER I. 


O Bedredin, Superior of the Convent of Der- 

wviſes, at Cogni in Natolia. 202 

He makes an Apology for his Faith againſt ſuch 

as ſlandered bim. Of a Hermit en living 

near Paris, wha had almoſt doubled the Years of 
Bedredin. | 

II. To Murat Baſſa. 207 

Of the Chriſtians Foy, for their Victory by Sea 

and Land: A Compariſon between Sultan Ibra- 

him, and Sultan Amurat. 
III. To Mahomet Techli, Baſſa of Boſnia, at his 


Camp in Dalmatia. 210 
He reproaches him with Cowardice, in decamping 
from before Sebenico. 
IV. To Achmet Baſſa. 212 
He tells him of an Attempt to murder Queen 
Chriſtina ix ber Chapel. | 
V. To Cara Hali, a Phyſician at Conſtantinople. 
21 
He diſcourſes of the Manna in Calabria, ſome 7 
which he ſends him. 
VI. To Kerler Haſſan, Baſſa. 219 
Of the Revolution in China. 
VII. To Darniſb Mehemet Baſſa. 226 
Of Maſlianello, and the Revolution in Naples. 
VIII. To Solyman his Coufin. . 330 


He again reprebendt his Manner of Lift, and per- 
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ſuades him, by the Example of his Grandfa- 
ther, to obſerve the Laws of Purity, | 

IX. To the Kaimachamn. 234 
Of the Cruelty executed by the Turkiſh General, 
on a Chriifian Prielt. Of he Veneration 

the ancient Mahometans paid to Scanderbeg's 


Bones. Of Porienna's Generofety. 
X. To the Matti. . 
Remarks on the Spaniſh Misfortunes, the Inſur- 
rection in Sictly, and paricularly on the Re- 
volution in Naples. He prays him to furniſh 
Nathan Ben Saddi, wich religious Books. 
XI. This Letter wants the Title and Beginning. 


242 
Of the Chriſtians Revenge on the Son of Ali 
Sangiac-Biy of Lippa, for . the Sufferings of 
the Chriſtian Prieſt, The extravagant Revenge 

of an Italian Captain. | ' 
XII. To the weorerable Mufti _ 214 
Of Cardinal Mazarini's ſupporting the Tumulte 
in Naples. Remarks on the Duke of Guile his 


Attempt to ſuccour the revolted. A Deſcription 


of the Extent and Riches of that Kingdom. 


XIII. To Abdel Melec Muh Omar, Superintendant 


of the College of Sciences at Fez. 250 
He diſcourſes about the Duration of the World. 
The Viſion of Omar, Succeſſor of Mahomet 
Of Adam's r Wife Alileth. That the 
Earth vas inhabited for many Ages before 
e 
XIV. To the Mufti. 2 1 
He relates to him the Tragedy of the Sicilian 
Veſpers. OF a Woman and. her Daughter, 
that were 1mmured /eventeen Fears by a Scribe 
in Naples. ee 
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He informs him, what Reaſon he has to be jealous 
of Cardinal Mazarini's Defigns againſt the Ot- 
roman Empire, Oſmin e Dwarf's Dexter:- 
ty in prying into the Cardinal's Secrets, and 
tho/e of the Grandees. 

XVI. To Peſeli Hali, his Brother. 264 

He farther cammendi his Journal. A Rare Ex- 
ample of Indian Charity. Of the Ingenuity of 
the Chineſe. Of the Conqueſt of chat Kings 
dom by the Tartars. He diſcourſes of the Ori- 
ginal of Nations, and the unmix'd Blood of 
the Arabrans and Tartars. Of a Gun at Pe- 
quin, Tawo Thouſand Years old. 

XVII. To the Aa of the Jaxixaries. 270 

Of the famous Viftory of the French obtain'd at 
the Battle of Lens. Of the Tumults at Paris 
and the King of France's Speech to the Senators. 
Mahmut informs him, hond he employs certain 
Agents, to foment the publick Sedition. 

XVII. Jo Achmet Berg. | $94 

He acquaints him with the Death of Uladiſlaus, 
King of Poland, for which the Court of Frar.ce 
Was in Mourning ; as alſo wwith the Duke of 
Bavaria“ Death. Of the French Campaigns in 
Flanders. Of a Sea Fight between the French 
and Spaniards. Of a formidable Conſpiracy 
againſi e Czar of Moſcovy. 

XIX. To the Mufti. | 276 
He ſeems to approve of Sultan Ibrahin?'; being de- 
poſed, &c. Cenſures his Attempt on Sultan A- 
_— Widow, and his Rape of the Muſti's 
Daughter, The Continence of the African Sci- 
pio. The Stratagem of Athenodorus rhe Phi- 
joſopher. He incites the Mufti, to encourage 

the Tranſlation of Greek and Latin Hiſſori- 


XX. I. Z Chiurgi Mi hammel, Baſſa. 280 
D/ the Gnclufion of the Peace of Munſter, Of 
ths 
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the Troubles / Paris, and the Duke of Beau. 
q fort's Eſcate out of the Caſtle of the Wood / 
| Vinciennes. 
XXI. To Degnet Oglou. 281 
He complains of the unjuſt Proceedings of the Con- 
ſpirators again Sultan Ibrahim; Refuſes 10 
arfame him after his Death: Owns that he did 
but difſemble in his laſt Letter to the Mufti. 
L Of the Statue of a famous Wreſtler, which 
fell down and cruſhed to Death, a Man that 
through Envy went to demoliſh it. Of the 
Motto on Plato's Ring. 
XXII. To Danecmar Kejrou, Kadileſguier of Ro- 
mania. 284 
Remarks on the Murder of the Engliſh King 
| { Charles I. and what Cardinal Mazarin i! 
| faid, when he firfl heard of the News of that 
horrid Tragedy. Of Machiavel's corrup: r: 
Principles, 3 | 
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LETTERS 


Writ by 


A Spy At PARIS 


VOL. III. 


BOOK I. 


LETTER T1 


Mahmut, an Arabian at Paris, to Na- 
than Ben Saddi, @ Jew at Vienna. 


BELIIE VE the News of my Impriſonment 
might fill thee with Doubts of thy own Li- 
berty, and make thee careful to avoid at 
Vienna, ſuch a Mistortune as beſel me at 

Paris. Yet if thou wert much ſurprized at this 

Accident, it is an Argument that thou art but a 

Novice in the World, and art yet to learn the firſt 

Rudiments of uſeful Wiidom, which teach us, 


That there is no Stedſaſtneſi in Humane Affairs. 


There has nothing happen'd to me in this, 
which I was not beſore provided for; neither 
did the Suddenneſs of the Event make me 
change Countenance. I ſmiled at the fulfilling 
my own Preſages, and went to Priſon as uncon- 

B cerned, 
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cern'd, as | would have gone home to my Lodg- 
ing. Not that I would have thee think, I was 
inſenſible of a Loſs ſo afflicting as that of Liber- 
ty ; but my Chains did not appear ſo very formi- 
fable, having made them familiar to my Thoughts 
long before. 

When I firſt came to Paris, I look'd on my 
ſelf but as a Priſoner at large, owing the Freedom 
J had to walk about, only to the Careleſ:nefs of 
the State, and the Favour of Deſtiny. So that 
when that Indulgence was retrench'd, no new 
Thing happen'd to me. What I had expected for 
Seven Years together could not ſeem ſtrange when 
it came to pals. | 

By what I have ſaid, thou-may'ſt learn to pre- 
pare thy ſelf for the worſt Events which com- 
monly ſteal upon the ſecure and unthinking, be- 
ing wrapp'd up in greater Darkneſs and Silence, 
than the Moments which bring them to Light. . 

| Theſe ſlide away without our Advertifement, un- 
v4 ſeen, unheard : Neither can our Watches or Di- 
als inſorm us any thing of them, till they are 
paſs d. So there is no Index to point out to us 
the hidden Decrees of Fate, till they are accom- 
pliſh'd; no Ephemeris of Deſtizty, but our own 
Experience. 
Thou, and all thy Nation, are ſuſpected by the 
Chriſtians: They eſteem you Enemies of their 
intereft, as well as of their Law. They deſpiſe 
and vilify you, calling you, The accurſed of God, 
Yet they admit you as Members of their Com- 
5 monwealth. They receive you to the Prote- 
9 ction of their Law:, and entruſt you with their 
Secrets, that they may ſerve themſelves of your 
Money. Thus are you become Bankers for ©? 
4 your ſworn Enemies: And while you profeſs an 
[ Eternal Obedience to the Injunctions of Moſes, 
you make underhand Leagues with the Diſc * 8 
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of Feſus. I do not accuſe your Commerce with 
theſe Infidels: but, I ſay, you have reaſon to 
be upon your Guard, when you are environed 
with ſo many Millions ef Enemies. They are 
not ignorant of the Intimacies between the Mi- 
niſters of the Sublime Port, and thoſe of thy Na- 
tion : It is common in the Mouths of the French, 
That the Jews are the Turks Tntellizencers, Thou 
oughteſt therefore to have a ſpecial Regard to 
thy Conduct, that no im prudent Action may ex- 
poſe thee to the Jealouſy of the Stabe where thou 
reſideſt. That Court is full of Eyes ; and thou 
haſt need of a ſtricter Veil, than what thou 
weareſt in the Synagogue. The very Walls of thy 
Houſe will betray thee, and thy Domeſticks 
may prove thy greateſt Enemies: Yet ſuſpect 
none more than thy ſelf. This will not ſeem 
barſh Counſel, af thou refleteſt twice on it, 
there * nothing more certain, than that it is 
not ſo eaſy to defend ones ſelf from him in 
whom we confide, as from one we are jealous 
of. And every Man is apt to put too much 
Truſt in himſelf. I believe thou art faithful and 
abhorreſt Treachery ; yet at the ſame Time, 
thou may'ſt be remiſs and weak: What could 
not be extorted from thee by an open Enemy, 
may be diſcovered by the Inſinuations of a pre- 
tended Friend. Thy own good Nature may ca- 
jole thee ; and therefore it will be no ſmall point 
of Wiſdem, To beware of thy ſelf. As for Con- 
tingencies, I advife thee not to be perplexed a- 
bout them, or be uneaſy. Thou canſt not avoid 
the inevitable Appointments of Heaven. Only be 
ready for the worſt that may happen, ſince thou 
canſt never be certain of any Thing. | 
Thy Predeceſſor Carcoa was a Man of exqui- 
ſite Forecaſt, always on his Watch, prying into 
the dark Orb of Futurities; yet an Accident 


B 2. ſurprized 
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ſurprized him once, of which his ſtricteſt Caution 
never gave him Warning. I read it in one of his 
Letters to the Kaimacham, which thou ſenteſt me 
from Vienna. The Story is this : As he was one 
Day writing Di/patches to the Port, a certain tame 
Bird which he kept for his Divertiſement, ſnatches 
from the Table the Paper on which he was writ- 
ing to the Tefterdar : And the Window being open 
flies with it out into the Streets. The Paper was 
dropped in the Garden of the Augu/tin Friars, the 
very Moment when the Spaniſh Ambaſſador was 
walking there with the General of that Order. Tis 
true, the Letter was unfiniſh'd, no Name ſub- 
ſcribed, and ſo Carcoa eſcaped an imminent Ha- 
zard of his Life. But the Secrets therein contain'd 
gave a vaſt Suſpicion to the Inperial Court, it be- 
ing ſoon carried to the Principal Secretary of State, 
and by him communicated to the Emperor and 
Divan. Strict Inquiſition was made throughout 
the City for the Author of that Letter. A re- 
ward of a thouſand Rix-Deo/lars promis'd to any 
that would diſcover him. Ihe Bird was ſeen by 
Many to fly along with a Paper in her Bill, but 
from whence ſhe came, none knew. Nor had any 
curious Eye attended her uncertain Motions back : 
No man divining, that that Paper was deſigned to 
tranſmit to the ewer happy Port, the moſt impor- 
tant Counſels of the German Empire. Neither was 
Carcea's Hand taken notice of, having lived very 
privately, and uſed another Character in hiscom- 
mon Dealings. But how near was he to a Diſco- 


very, when he ſays himſelf in his Letter, that he 


wanted but five Words to the Concluſion, where 
he would have ſubſcribed his Name ! From hence 
thou may'ſt learn, that a Mariner ja a Tempeſt, 
amonglt Rocks and Sands, runs nat greater Ha- 
zards, than he who acts in thy Sia tion. 


However, 
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However, thou may'ſt now continue thy Ad- 


vices to Paris, but obſerve the Directions of Elia- 


chim, who brings thee this Letter. He will in- 
form thee of whatſoever is neceſſary for thee to 
know, taking this Journey on purpoſe to prevent 
the wakeful Jealouy, and active Inquiſition of 
Cardinal Mazarini, from whom nothing can be 
hid that's truſted to the Po. Receive him with 
ſingular Honour ; he is an incorruptible Friend of 
the O:toman Port. From him thou ſhalt learn the 
ſafeſt Methods of our future Correſpondence. He 
is the Apollo of thy Nation ; and his Wiſdom and 
Fidelity will be recorded in the Regifter of that 
Empire, which ſhall know no earlier Period than 
the Moon, whoſe Creſcent is her Arms, and the 
happy Omen of her encreaſing Luſtre. 

When thou beholdeft that noble Enfign of Ma- 
homut on the Top of the chief Temple of Feſus in 
Vienna, let it augment thy Veneration of our 
Law, and convince thee, that all Nations mu 
ſubmit to the Menger of God, and Seal of the 
Prephets. Be faithful and wiſe, and thou canſt 
not mils of Happineſs. 


Faris, 28th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1645, 
Z h 


Accor ding to the Chriſtian Sty 
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LET F ER H. 


To the Kaimacham. 


Inc my Releaſe, I have informed my ſelf 
of ſome Paſſages, to which I was a Stranger 


during my Reſtraint, The Tranfilvanian Agent 


continues ſtill at this Court; and his Negotzation is 
not now a Secret. Monfieur Croifſy is gone Ambaſ/- 
ſador Extraordinary to Prince Ragotski, on the ſame 
Errand from this Crown. The fubje& Matter of 
both their Embaſſies, is a League. Cardinal Ma- 
2zarini ſuſpected Tergiverſation in that Prince, and 
that he would privately treat with the Emperor, if 
the Grand Seignior ſhould withdraw his Aſſiſtance 
and Protection from him; or if he himſelf ſhould 
grow weary of the War. Wherefore Monſieur 
Croiſſj, according to the Cardinals Inſtructions 
would not ſign the League, till Ragotati had called 
home his Ambaſſadors, who were treating with the 
Inperialiſis at Tyrne, and ſent away the German 
Envoy from his Camp. 

The League being concluded, he infiſted on the 
Neceſſity the Prince lay under, of marching his 
Army nearer to Torftenſon the Swediſh General, 
that ſo they might ſupport one another againſt 
the German Forces. 

This was the Pretence ; but in Reality it was 
deſigned to engage the Tranlvanians beyond the 
Power of a Retreat, and to poſt them under the 
Eye of the Swediſs General, who ſoon after poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of Tyrne, the Place appointed for 
Treaty between the Imperialifts and Prince Ra- 

tiki. 
. It is a Town in the Lower Hungary, not far 


from Presburgh. The Swedes enter d this Place he 
17th, 
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17th of the 5th Moon, but left a Garri ſon in it of 
Seven hundred Hungarian Horſe, and Three hun. 
dred Foot, according to their Articles with tae 
Beſieged. ROS 

Theſe were ſoon forc'd to quit the Town by 

Count Forgatſch, an Imperial, the Swedes and 
Tranſylvanians being march'd a great Diſtance off; 
And 'tis ſaid, this Hungarian Garriſon yielded nog 
unwillingly to the Imperial Arms. 
Tis certain, General Torflenſon puts but ſmall 
Confidence in the Hungarian Soldiers: For above 
Six hundred'of the common Sort deſerted him, 
the 29th of the 5th Moon, and the reſt raiſed ſuch 
frequent Tumults and Mutinies, that their Com- 
manders ſtood in more fear of them, than of their 
Enemies. It's reported likewiſe, That there has 
been lately no good underſtanding between 
Ragotski and Torflenſon, about the deſigned Siege 
of Precburgh : The former ſeeming too much to 
favour the Hungarians, and being rather incline } 
to carry his Arms into the Emperor's Hereditary 
Countries. Yet he would not conſent, that Pres- 
burgh ſhould be in the Hands of the Swedes. 

The French ſay, that the Prince is humorous 
and wavering, yet of a fair Intention; but that 
the greateſt Part of his Officers, are corrupted by 
the Emperor: And that therefore both they and 
the common Soldiers were for Peace; only his 
Wife, his Son, and ſome ſew of his Counſellors, 
perſuaded him to adhere to the Swedes 

They add, that the Young Prince, being inſtruct- 
ed by his Mother, one Day in a full Aſſembly of 
the chief Commanders, made the following Ora- 
lion, Ragoriki himſelf being alſo preſent. 
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LETTER 1: 


To the Kaimacham. 


Ixcx my Releaſe, I have informed my ſelf 
of ſome Paſſages, to which I was a Stranger 
during my Reſtraint, The Tranhlvanian Agent 
continues till at this Court; and his Negotiation is 
not now a Secret. Monfieur Croiſyj is gone Ambaſ- 
ſador Extraordinary to Prince Ragotski, on the ſame 
Errand from this Crown. The fubje Matter of 
both their Embaſſies, is a League. Cardinal Ma- 
2zarini ſuſpected Tergiverſation in that Prince, and 
that he would privately treat with the Emperor, if 
the Grand Seignior ſhould withdraw his Aſſiſtance 
and Protection from him; or if he himſelf ſhould 
grow weary of the War. Wherefore Monſieur 
Croifſj, according to the Cardinals Inſtruftions 
would not ſign the League, till Ragotski had called 
home his Ambaſſadors, who were treating with the 
imperialiſts at Tyrne, and ſent away the German 
Envoy from his Camp. | 

The League being concluded, he inſiſted on the 
Neceſſity the Prince lay under, of marching his 
Army nearer to Torftenſon the Swediſh General, 
that ſo they might ſupport one another againſt 
the German Forces. 

This was the Pretence ; but in Reality it was 
deſigned to engage the Tranſylvanians beyond the 
Power of a Retreat, and to poſt them under the 
Eye of the Scwediſb General, who ſoon after poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of Tyrne, the Place appointed for 
Treaty between the Inperialiſis and Prince Ra- 

t5ki. 
6 It isa Town in the Lower Hungary, not far 


from Presburgb. The Swedes enter'd this Place mg 
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15th of the 5th Moon, but left a Garri ſon in it of 
Seven hundred Hungarian Horſe, and Three hun. 
dred Foot, according to their Articles with tae 
Beſieged. 

Theſe were ſoon forc'd to quit the Town by 
Count Forgatſch, an Imperialit, the Swedes and 
Tranſylvanians being march'd a great Diſtance off 
And *tis faid, this Hungarian Garriſon yielded nog 
unwillingly to the Imperial Arms. 

Tis certain, General Torflenſon puts but ſmall 
Confidence in the Hungarian Soldiers: For above 
Six hundred'of the common Sort deſerted him, 
the 29th of the 5th Moon, and the reſt raiſed ſuch 
frequent Tumults and Mutinies, that their Com- 
manders ſtood in more fear of them, than of their 
Enemies. It's reported likewiſe, That there has 
been lately no good underitanding between 
Ragotski and Torflenſon, about the deſigned Siege 
of Precburgh : The former ſeeming too much to 
favour the Hungarians, and being rather incline } 
to carry his Arms into the Emperor's Hereditary 
Countries. Yet he would not conſent, that Pres- 
burgh ſhould be in the Hands of the Swedes. 

The French ſay, that the Prince is humorous 
and wavering, yet of a fair Intention; but that 
the greateſt Part of his Officers, are corrupted by 
the Emperor: And that therefore both they and 
the common Soldiers were for Peace; only his 
Wife, his Son, and ſome ſew of his Counſellors, 
perſuaded him to adhere to the Swedes. 

They add, that the Young Prince, being inſtruct- 
ed by his Mother, one Day in a full Aſſembly of 
the chief Commanders, made the following Ora- 


lion, Ragotati himſelf being alſo preſent. - 
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oc Eermit me, moſtSerene and Illuſtrious Prince 

«my royal Father, to perform the part of 
& a dutiful Son, a f-ithful Counſellor, and a loyal 
« Subject. The Law of Nature and of Nations 
« entitles you to my Obedience; and the particular 
« Honour you have done me, in admitting me to 
« your Cabinet, obliges me to exemplify it, in an 


humble Remonſtrance of my Sentiments, at a 


« Time when the Intereſt of Trax ivania calls for 
« Freedom of Advice. 
« It is with no ſmall Complacency that I now 
& behold you encompaſſed with a Circle of Heroes, 
% whoſe Valour and Fidelity may give ſuch a Lu- 
te ſtre to your victorious Arms, as ſhall eclipſe the 
« Glory of the Roman and Grecian Conquerors. 
«« The Alexanders, Caeſars, Scipios, and Hannibals, 
% ſhall no longer draw the World into an Admi- 
„ration of their obſolete Atchievements. The 
«*« Regiſter of your Deeds ſhall foil their antiquated 
« Hiftories ; whilſt Plutarch, Tacitus and Livy 
„ muſt veil to modern Pens, the Recorders of your 
ce matchleſi Actions. a 
« Let not the crafty Infinuations of the Ger- 
nan Court, warp your Reſolutions, and cajole 
« you with the deceitful Umbrages of Peace, only 
c to gain Time, that they may more ſucceſsfully 
«* carry on the War. Neither ſuffer your ſelves, 
«« already in part victorious, to be amus'd with 
«« feign'd Treaties and Overtures, which you can- 
„ not but ſuſpect. We are now in a Condition 
« to give the Law; and ſhould Fortune turn the 
«« Scale, it will ſtill be in our Power to make 
% our own Terms of Compoſition. The Alliance 
% of Sqaveden and France, have raiſed us to a Ca- 
« pacity of braving all Exzrepe ; whilſt the one 
« with a potent Army on the Rhine, the other on 
the Danube, keep the Imperiahſis in ſuch perpe- 
« tual 
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« tral Action, that it will be impoſſible for them 
© to barrier Germany from our conquering Arms. 
„% Now is the Time to raiſe Tranſylvania above 
« the Title of a Tributery Province, and reſtore 
«« this Kingdom, to her ancient Renown. If we 
« mils this Opportunity, we muſt for ever be 
« Slaves to the Turks or Germans. Let us not 
«« ſeek any longer Protection, but from the Juſtice 
« of our Cauſe, and the Dint of our Swords, Let 
« not France and Sweden boaſt of their Turenne, 
their Torften/on, as if no other Nations could 
« furniſh the World with famous Generals! Whilſt 
« Prince Ragotski lives, and lives at the Head of 
«: ſuch an Army, your Fidelity and Courage ſhall 
« render his Name more terrible than that of 7a- 
« merlain, and his Attempts more proſperous than 
ci thoſe of Scanderbeg., And our poſterity ſhall be 
« obliged to raiſe Pyramids to your Honour; and 
« from your preſent Atchievements to date a new 
% Epocha, the eternal Memoir of Tranſyluania's 
* Redemption. 

Tis faid, that Ragotski was not very well 
r- wit 1 his Son's Speech, ſuſpecting that he 

eld ſome private Correſpondence with Tor/en- 
fon, for whom he had no great Affection. Laſt 
Moon he inſiſted earneſtly on the Money and Men 
promiſed him by Rebenftock. But General Torſten- 
Jon thought it ſufficient, that he himſelf was fo 
near him with his Forces. Yet leſt he ſhould 
take an Occaſion of Diſcontent, he ſent him a 
Supply of Money ; though he was not without 


ſome Apprehenſions that the Prince, having re- 


ceived it, would under- hand treat with the En- 


Peror. 


Tis faid here, that a Chiaus was arrived in the 
Tranſylvanian Camp, expreſly forbidding Ragotski 
to enter into the Hereditary Provinces of the 

| B 5 Emperor 
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£peror, But that he, truſting to the Strength of 
his Army, (which conſiſts of Five and Twenty 
thouſand Germans, Tranſytovanians, Hungarians, 
and Walachians) was reſolved to purſue his firſt 
Reſolution, . 

Thou knoweſt what Reaſons the Port had to 
ſend him this Prohibition. The French ſay, twas 
out of Fear that he would join with the Emperor's 
Forces. 0 

By this thou mayeſt know what Opinion the 
Infiaels entertain of the Meaſures taken by the So- 
vereign Divan, They deſcant at Liberty, whilf 
I ſend up Vows to Heaven for the Exaltation of 
the Ottoman Empire. 


Paris, 4th. of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


LETTER III. 


To the Inſtructed in all Knowledge; the 
Vencrable Mufti. 


Art, Holy Interpreter of the Sacred Law ; 
may the Divins Light guide thee beyond 
the Errors of Humane Frailty. I am amongſt I- 


Fdels, Enemies to the Truth; who yet ſeem as 


certain of being in the Right, as thou art ſure they 
are in the Wrong, They hate us with an inevi- 
table Hatred. I muſt diſſemble my Reſentments ; 
whilſt, with the loweſt Proſtrations to the Unity, 
I celebrate his glorious Mercy, who has ſent us 
2 a Star to guide our Feet into the Way of 
eace. 

The Chriſtians ſcoff at the faithful People, as di- 

vided into ſeveral dcn. Would my Death could 


wipe 


. 
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wipe out thoſe Reproaches, and vindicate the 
Honour of the Holy Profzfion. I could retort, 


: that Error ſhews it ſelf infinite in them ; but I 


muſt hold my Peace, and reſtrain my ſelf, leſt my 
Zeal tranſport me beyond Diſcretion ; remem. 
bring I am not ſent here to diſpute, but to act 
ſecretly for my great Maſter, whoſe Empire be ex- 
tended over all the habitable World. 

Theſe poor Wretches boaſt much of their Tra- 
ditions, their Sacred Synods and Fathers, as if we 
ever wanted Holy Men, working Wonders, and pe- 
netrating into the profoundeſt Myſteries, but only 
wiping their Eyes with the Duft of their Feet. 

They talk much of Faith and Reaſon; at which 
I ſmile, as knowing it to be only Education. Yet, 
as the wor? of People have ſomething that is 
good, ſo theſe are not wholly deſtitute of Dewe- 
tion. They pray often, but not ſo often as the 
true Believers ; it being, as thou knoweſt, a juſt 
Exception againſt a Witneſs amongſt us, That Le 
prays not fix times a Day, They pray to Men 
and Women deceaſed, whereas thou knoweſt, 
there is no Deity but One. They faſt often, bur 
not ſo ſtrictly as the aſſiſted with the Vertue of 
the ſupreme Diſpenſer of Graces, They are chari- 
table, but this hinders 'em not from excluding 
all from the ble/# abodes, who are not of their 


Belief: whereas thou affirmeſt (who art the Rejo/- 
wer of all the Problems of Faith) that it will go 


well at the J Day with all honeſt People, ſeeing 
theſe have all the /ame Object of Worſhip ; and 
their different Religions are but as fo many diffe- 
rent Ways, which lead a Man to the /ame Place 

of Reſt, like various Roads to the ſame City, 
Theſe Chriftians whip themſelves often with 
{mall Cords ; which Humour, ſay they, was {et 
on Foot by an Hermit's Preaching and Example. 
Not many Countries diſtant from that where 1 
1 am 
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am, there happen'd ſuch an odd Inſtance of this 
extravagant Zeal (which was to be heighten'd, it 
ſeerns, with the Fumes of Wine) as plainly juſti- 
ſies our Prophet's Wiſdom, in charging the Faithful 
to avoid it. It was particularly the Cuſtom of 
ſeveral People in this Place, in their Proce/ſions, 
to whip themſelves, till the Blood ſtreamed down 
their Frocks, which were ſo made as to cover 
their Faces, and leave only their Backs bare. One 
of theſe Zealoti, diſtruiting the Firmneſs of his 
Conſtitution, had taken ſuch large Draughts of 
this intoxicating Liquor, that reeling up and down 
with his Whip in his Hand, and his Head againſt 
the Walls, he was followed by all the Boys of the 
Town hooting after him, which ſo leſſened the 
Repute of this /ott1/5 Religion, as made them ab- 
ſtain for the future from this pompous Uſage of 
it. What low T houghts have theſe People of the 
Almighty Lord of all, 
Omnipotent, yet repreſent him to themſelves and 
others, as delighting in Cruelty ; whereas, thou 
knoweſt, this Paſtion is only to be found amongtt 
the weak and miſerable. 38 

That the Divine Preſerver of Men may conti- 
nue thee long for the Edification of his Elec, are 
the paſſionate Wiſhes of the meaneſt of thy der- 
vants, Mabmut. hi 


Paris, 4th 0 the 8tb Moon, 
of the Tear 1645. 


L E T. 


; when, allowing him to be 
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LETTER IV. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


OvuLDd to GOD I could converſe with 
thee Face to Face in the Seraglio, as in 
former Times I vent many paſſionate Wiſhes 
to Conflantinople, that happy Reſidence of my beſt 
Friends, the Nurſery of my Childhood, the 
School of my Youth, and I hope the future Re- 
poſitory of my old Age. When I think of 
that City, cis with a Paſſion hardly ſecond to 
that, which I cheriſh for the Place of my Nati- 
vity. In Arabia, tis true, I firſt ſaw the Light 
of the Sun, but 'twas in Greece I received the 
more friendly umination of the Moon, the Splen- 
ders of the true Faith; which though they diſ- 
cloſe not to us fo clear a Proſpe& of the Earth 
and all its Gayeties, yet they preſent us with an 
unveiled Diſcovery of the Heavens and Stars; 
ſhewing us Paradiſe, with its glittering Inhabitants 
the purpled Colonies of true Believers, Champions 
and Martyrs of the Eternal Unity. In the Deſart 
I left my Father, or rather be left me before I 
found my ſelf, being but an Infant when he died, 
but in the City I feund Friends, which is not a 
leſs endearing Title. He gave me but my Birth, 
whereby I entered on the Stage of Miſeries; 
with which he ſoon after left me to ſtruggle, be- 
fore I could diftinguiſh Miſery from Happineſs. 
But they gave me Education, which taught me 
how to ſhun thoſe Evik, which are the natural 
Conſequences of aur Birth. So that in the 
main, I am more indebted te them than to bim. 
Let it be how it will, I cannot ceaſe to love 
them, and often wiſh my ſelf with them. This 


1 
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is a ſecond Nature. And becauſe I cannot have 
my Deſires fulfill'd in that, 1 gratiſy my ſelf by 
often writing to them. Should I make Compa- 
riſons, thou wilt ſay, I am a Flatterer. Suffice 
it to tell thee, that thou art one of the Number, 
whoſe Remembrance affects me with ſenſible 
Complacency. Yet I cannot write to thee, nor 
any of my Friends, ſo often as I would, without 
entrenching on the Obligations I have to the 
other Miniſters of the ſublime Port. I ſend Di 
patches to all by turns, ſacrificing my private Re- 
gards to the Expefations of the State, and the 
Pleaſure of my Supertors. : 
Had I been at Liberty, I could have ſent thee 
the earlieſt News, of the Slaughter which the Ger- 
mans made three Moons ago in the French Army 
at Mergentheim. "Tis not too late now to ſay 
ſomething of it. The /mperial/ts owe that Tri- 
umph to the Candor of Turenne, and the degene- 
rate Craft of the Dake of Bavaria; who, to lull 
the French in a fatal Security, ſent an Agent into 
France to negotiate a Peace, with deceitful Over- 
tures and Umbrages ; commanding alſo, that none 
of his Soldiers ſhould dare to call the French their 
Enemies. Yet ſome lay the Blame of this Over- 
throw to the Swedes, whoſe unſeaſonable Suſpi- 
cion of a private Treaty between the French and 
Germans, hinder'd Torflenſon from joining with 
the former; and expoſed Turenne, with his raw 
and unexperienc'd Forces, to the numerous Army 
of Veterane Imperialifls. | 
»Twas a fatal Engagement, and the French loſt 
many brave Men; beſides an Hundred and fifty 
Commanders taken Priſoners, fifteen hundred of 
the common Soldiers, Fifty Enſigns, with many 
Waggons, and Four Mules laden with Money, 
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It is reported, that whilſt Turenne, in the gene- 
ral Retreat and Flight of his Army, betook him- 
ſelf to Margentheim, as he lay on his Bed the firſt 
Night, one of his Officers was coming to alarm 
him with the News of the Germans Approach to 
that Town, but unfortunately ſtumbled at his 
Chamber-Door, with the Noiſe of which Turenne 
awaked ; and fearing ſome Attempt on his Life, 
leaped off his Bed with his drawn Sword, and 
making tward the Door, juſt as the Officer o- 

ned it, he run him into the Heart, By which 

iſtake he himſelf, and the Troops that were 


in the Town with him, had like to have fallen 


into the Hands of the Bawarians, But receiving 
Notice of their Approach accidentally by ſome 
other Means, he withdrew his 'Troops out of the 
Town by a contrary Road, and eſcaped the Pur- 
ſuit of his Enemies. | 

This Victory has given new Courage to the In- 
perialifts, and has not much diſpirited the French, 
who are by this Loſs enflamed with greater Ar- 


dots, mediating a ſpeedy Revenge. The Genius 


of this Court ſeems to be undaunted, breathing 
nothing but War. 
I ſhall not fail to ſend thee ſuch Intelligenee, 


as will demonſtrate, that Mahmut paſſes not away 


his Time in vain. 

I pray the Sovereign of as many Empires as there 
be Worlds, to diſtinguiſh thee by ſome particular 
Mark of his Favour, from the Crowd of thoſe 
he makes happy. | 


Paris, 4th of the 8th Moon. 
of the Year 1645. 
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is a ſecond Nature. And becauſe I cannot have 
my Deſires fulfill d in that, 1 gratify my ſelf by 
often writing to them. Should I make Compa- 
riſons, thou wilt ſay, I am a Flatterer. Suffice 
it to tell thee, that thou art one of the Number, 
whoſe Remembrance affects me with ſenſible 
Complacency. Yet I cannot write to thee, nor 
any of my Friends, ſo often as I would, without 
entrenching on the Obligations I have to the 
other Miniſters of the ſublime Port. I ſend Di 
patches to all by turns, ſacrificing my private Re- 
gards to the Expectations of the State, and the 
Pleaſure of my Superiors. ; 

Had I been at Liberty, I could have ſent thee 
the earlieſt News, of the Slaughter which the Ge- - 
mans made three Moons ago in the French Army 
at Mergentheim. Tis not too late now to ſay 
ſomething of it. The /mperial/;fts owe that Tri- 
umph to the Candor of Turenne, and the degene- 
rate Craft of the Duke of Bavaria; who, to lull 
the French in a fata] Security, ſent an Agent into 
France to negotiate a Peace, with deceitful Over- 
tures and Umbrages ; commanding alſo, that none 
of his Soldiers ſhould dare to call the French their 
Enemies. Yet ſome lay the Blame of this Over- 
throw to the Swedes, whoſe unſeaſonable Suſpi- 
cion of a private Treaty between the French and 
Germans, hinder'd Torflenſon from joining with 
the former; and expoſed Turenne, with his raw 
and unexperienc'd Forces, to the numerous Army 
of Veterane Imperialifts. 

'T was a fatal Engagement, and the French loſt 
many brave Men; beſides an Hundred and fifty 
Commanders taken Priſoners, fifteen hundred of 
the common Soldiers, Fiſry Enſigns, with many 
Waggons, and Four Mules laden with Money, 
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It is reported, that whilſt Turenne, in the gene- 
ral Retreat and Flight of his Army, betook him- 
ſelf to Margentheim, as he lay on his Bed the firſt 
Night, one of his Officers was coming to alarm 
him with the News of the Germans Approach to 
that Town, but unfortunately ſtumbled at his 
Chamber-Door, with the Noiſe of which Turenne 
awaked ; and fearing ſome Attempt on his Life, 
leaped off his Bed with his drawn Sword, and 
making tward the Door, juſt as the Officer o- 

ned it, he run him into the Heart, By which 

iſtake he himſelf, and the Troops that were 


in the Town with him, had like to have fallen 


into the Hands of the Bawarians, But receiving 
Notice of their Approach accidentally by ſome 


other Means, he withdrew his 'Troops out of the 


Town by a contrary Road, and eſcaped the Pur- 
ſuit of his Enemies. 

This Victory has given new Courage to the In- 
perialifls, and has not much diſpirited the French, 
who are by this Loſs enflamed with greater Ar- 


dots, mediating a ſpeedy Revenge. The Genius 


of this Court ſeems to be undaunted, breathing 
nothing but War. 

I ſhall not fail to ſend thee ſuch Intelligenee, 
as will demonſtrate, that Mabmut paſſes not away 
his Time in vain. 

I pray the Sovereign of as many Empires as there 
be Worlds, to diſtinguiſh thee by ſome particular 
Mark of his Favour, from the Crowd of thoſe 
he makes happy. | | 


Paris, 4th of the 8th Moon. 
of the Year 1645. 
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LETTER V. 


To Shaſhim Iſtham, 4 Black Eunuch, 


T length thou haſt condeſcended to beg 
my Pardon, for the Calumnies thy Tongue 
leaded me with. I am not ill pleaſed with 
thy Letter. It abounds with elegant Expreſſions 
of thy Sorrow, for an Offence to which thou 
hadſt no Provocation, Thy Submiſſion, though 
late, abates my Refentment; and, if thou 
formeſt thy Promiſe, tis baniſhed, The firſt 
Crime ſo ingenuoufly acknowledged, claims a Ti- 
tle to Forgiveneſs. Let eternal Oblivion ſeal 
it. I am not by Nature revengeful. I rather 
bluſh for Shame, than grow pale with Anger at 
him that injures me. Yet Self. Preſervation will 
rouze our Choler, which is the moſt active Hu- 
mour, and precipitates many to violent Courſes. 
The Effect it has on me is to put me on my 
Guard, leſt he who has wronged me, without 
any Signs of Repentance, ſhould continue his 
Malice to my Deſtruction. But thou haſt dif- 
perſed all my Suſpicions by thy ſeaſonable Ad- 
dreſs; and if I cannot pronounce thee innocent, 
I will believe thou art not incorrigible The beſt 
Advice J can give thee is, henceforwards to 
attend to thy own Affairs, and refrain from thoſe 
of others; remembring the Arabian Proverb, He 
that peeps in at his Neighbour's Window, may 
chance to loſe his Eyes. There is a great deal of 
Wiſdom couch'd in theſe ſhort Sentences. They 
are not the Product of one Man's Experience, nor 
of a few ; but they are the Reſuir of univerſal 
Obſervation. And our Country has been happy 
above others in the Choice of ber Preverbs. T7 
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that I mention'd is peculiar to the Ey, yet I 
can produce an Inſtance, whereby 'twas lately 
verified in the Veſt. 

'There is hardly a Night paſſes in this populous 


4 City, wherein ſome Murder is not committed in 
the Streets. Two Nights ago a Man was found 


dead on the Ground ; whereupon a Tumult was 
gather'd about his bleeding Carcaſe. Among ſt 
the reſt, a Fellow came crowding in, inquiſitive 
what ſhould be the Matter. Thoſe who itood by 
beholding his Cloaths bloody, which he was not 


3 ſenſible of himſelf, ſeized on him as the Murde- 


rer. His wild Looks encieaied their Jealouly ; 


| and the incoherent Words with which he endea- 


vour'd to excuſe himſelf, render'd him guilty in 
the Judgment of the Rabble They carried him 
before a Cadi, by whom he was ſtrictly exa- 
min'd : He ſtoutly denied the Fact; and no 
Proof could be brought againſt him, - but his 
Rained Cloaths. Lis the Cuſtom here, to put to 
the Torture Perſons ſuſpected of capital Crimes, 
in order to draw a Confeflion of the Truth. 
This they did to this poor Wretch ; and in 
the Extremity of his Pains, he acknowledged 
he had killed his Wife that Evening, but 
was altogether innocent of this poor Man's 
Death, who was murder'd in the Streets, All 
the Torments they inflicted, could force no other 
Confeſſion from him, ſave that which his real 
Guilt prompted him te make. For which he 
was condemned to Death, according to the Laws. 
Thou ſeeſt by this, that had he gone about his 
Buſineſs, without prying into other Mens Mat- 
ters, he might have eſcaped a Diſcovery. But 
that meddling Itch of the Imprudent betray'd 
him (not without the particular Direction of 
Fate) to a Death, which indeed he merited, = 
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not on the Score of the murder'd Man, whom he 
went out of his way to-ſee. 

Thou wilt ſay, this Story is not applicable to 
thy Caſe, fince thou haſt never yet embru'd thy 
Hands in any Man's Blood. I tell thee, what 1 
have ſaid, was not deſigned as a Reflection on thy 
paſt Offence (let it be forgotten) ; but as a Caution 


for the future, not to engage thy ſelf in Matters 
out of thy Sphere. For à buſie Body is never 


witbout Troubles. 

Above all, I counſel thee, to practiſe the Go- 
vernment of the Tongue, which is a great Vertue, 
eſpecially in the Courts of Princes. Ihe Arabian 
ſay, That the Wiſe Man's Soul repoſes at the Root 
of his Jongue; but; a- FooPs is ever Dancing on 
the Tip. 

Thou haſt no reaſon to take in ill part, the Free- 
dom with which I adviſe thee for thy Good; un- 
leſs thou thinkeſt thy ſelf too old to learn. But, I 
have a better Opinion of thee, than to rank thee 
among Pythagoras's Aſſes. 

I have ſaid enough for a Friend; too much for 
an Enemy. It is in thy own Choice to make me 
which thou pleaſeſt. Adieu. 


Paris, 4th of the 81h Moon, 


of the Year 1645. 


— — 


LETTER VI. 
2% Zelimof Rhodes, Captain of aGalley. 


Hou haſt never vouchſaſed to acknow- 
ledge the Advice I ſent thee ſome Years 

ago, of a Chriſtian's Deſign againſt. thy Life. 
Perhaps he wanted an Opportunity, to put his 
Revenge 
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1 Revenge in Execution that way; and therefore 


the Caution I gave thee looked like a falſe Alarm. 


” Thou truſteſt in thy Courage, the Strength of thy 
> Veſlel, the Multitude and Fidelity of thy S/awes, 
and thinkeſt thy ſelf invalnerable. But let me 
tell thee, that neither thy Courage, nor thy 


Veſſel, can defend thee from the Shoe of De- 


tiny; and thou haſt no greater Enemies than thoſe 


who eat thy Bread, Whether it be the Continu- 
ance of thy Cruelty, or the natural Regret of Ser- 
vitude has rendred them ſo, I know not ; but, 


f if what I am informed of be true, thou art the 
miſerableſt Man in the World. Wert thou only 


in Danger to loſe thy Life by a Stab, a Bullet, 
or the ſwift Effects of Poiſon, it would be a 
Happineſs, in Compariſon of the Method that is 
now taken to deſtroy thee. And the inviſible 
Death which thou wert formerly to receive from 
a Prayer-Book, would have been ſoſt as the Stroke 
of Cupid's Arrow, in reſpect of the Tragica/ and 
Unheard of Fate, which is now preparing for thee. 
Think not I go about to amuſe or affright thee 
with Chimera's and Tales, ſuch as Nuries uſe to 
awe their Childrey into Compliance and good 
Manners, What I tell thee is Matter of Fact, 
and confirmed by many Letters from Ealy, to ſe- 
veral eminent Merchants in Paris : I have een 
ſome of them, and hear that the reſt agree in the 
ſame Relation. 

They give an Account, that at Naples, on the 
{econd of the laſt Moon, three Witches were ſeiz- 
ed, and accuſed of praQtifing diabolical Arts; 
of enchanting ſeveral Perſons; of doing . — 
Miſchief; and, in fine, of having private Com- 
merce with the Devil. They ſtoutly denied all 
at firſt, and made very ſubtle and plauſible Apo- 
logies. Inſomuch, as the Inguiſitors were almoſt 
perſuaded of their Innocence ; till it was fog; 


geſted 
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geſted, that their Houſes ſhould be ſearch'd. O/- 
ficers were ſent accordingly ; who after a narrow 
Security, found ſome magical Books, ſeveral 
Vials of. ſtrange Liquors, Pots of Ointment ; 
with an Image of Wax, reſembling a Man, but 
pony melted. There were imprinted on the 
aft of the Image ſeveral unknown Charatters, 
Figures and magical Symbols: And on the Fore- 
head was to be read ZELE/! EBEN SA. 
GRAN. All theſe were brought, and expoſed 
before the Inquifitors (of whole Office thou art 
not Ignorant ;) great Deliberation was had about 
this unuſal Emergency. I he Imaums and Chelks 
were ſent for and conſulted, . The Witches were 
examined apart, and put to the Torture, as is. 
the Cuſtom in Capital Crimes. Admirable was 
their Conſtancy for a confiderable Time; but at 
length, overcome by che Continuance and Sharp- 
neſs of their Pains, they confeſſed they had for 
ſome Years practiſed magick Arts, convers'd with 
familiar Spirits, raided Tempeſts, Earthquakes, 
and done ther wicked Feats. Being examined 
about the Inage of Wax, they declared, That it 
was the Image of a PFurkiſh Captain of a Galley, 
whoſe Name was written on the Forehead : And 
that they were hired by certain /ta/ians, who had 
been Slaves in the Galley of the iaid Captain, to 
bewitch him to Death, in the moſt lingring Me- 
thod they could invent; that in order to this, 
they had made this [mage ; that every Night 
they met together, with a fourth of their Gang, 
(who was not to be found) and made a Fire of 
the Bones of dead Men, which they ſtole from 
the Graves and Charnel-Houſes. That they laid 
this Image down at a convenient diſtance before 
this Fire, repeating certain magical Words and 
Charms; and as this Image gradually melted, ſo 
the Body of the faid Turk; Captain did inſenſi- 


bly- 
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ſibly waſte and decay. And, to add to his lin- 
gring Death an intolerable Torment, they ba- 
ſted the melting [mage with the Oils, and other 
= Liquors which were contained in the Vials and 
| 4 Pots: That by this Means he was perpetually 
© racked with moſt pungent and acute Pains in 
his Bowels, Head, and all Parts ef his Body, ra- 
ging under molt violent Fevers, inſatiable Thirſt, 
and want of Sleep. Finally, that this lingring 
kind of Death would continue, as long as they 
7 pleas'd to protract the Diſſolution of the waxen 
= Image. 
5 This Confeſſion, tho' extorted from the Witches 
in the midit of inſufferable Torments, yet was de- 
XZ liver'd without any Inconſiſtences, and with all 
the Demonſtrations of a real Penitence. And be- 
ing ſeconded with the Teſtimonies of many cre- 
dible Witneſſes, who had overſeen them in ſome 
of their noFurnal Ceremonies ; the Inquifitors, mo- 


ved with a juſt Horror of ſo nefandous Abontina- 
tions, ſentenced them, Jo be burnt, and their 
Abe, to be ſeattered into the Sea, Which was ac- 
$ cordingly executed on the ſixth of the laſt Moon, 


in the Preſence of infinite Spectators. 
| The News of this extraordinary Event is freſh 
in the Mouths of almoſt all the Inhabitants of this 
City; yet no Man, I dare fay, hears it with that 
Conctrn for the Turkifp Captain, as I do. Even 
thoſe among the Chriſtians who abhor Witchcraft, 
would nevertheleſs rejoice, if not only thou, but 
all the Maſulmans were geftroyed with Enchant- 
"X73 -nents ; fince they can never hope it will come to 

paſs by the Succeſs of their Arms. 

| am not credulous of every Story that is rela- 
ted of Witches, being ſatisfied, that Super/iition 
and Jgnorance has lifted many in that infernal 
= Number, who were innocent and never deſerved 
n; ſome having been forced by Racks and Tor- 
tures 


— 
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tures, to confeſs themſelves guilty of practiſing 
Enchantments, when, after their Execution, there 
have appear'd evident Proofs to the contrary, 
Yet I cannot be ſure, but that there have been 
ſome in all Ages and Nations, who have entered 
into Leagues and ' Aſſociations with Devils, and 
have been enabled thereby to perform Things a- 
bove the Power of Nature. However, I have a 

rticular Deſire to hear from thee, and to be 
informed, whether thou haſt experienced the Ef- 
ſect of their Enchantments. If thou haſt not, bleſs 


thy Stars that thou wert born and bred a Maul. 


man, againſt whom the Magick of the Inſidels can- 


not prevail; and that thou haſt ſwallowed the * 
Impreſſion of Mahomet's Seal, which is of Force to 


diſſolve and make invalid, all the Charms of 
Men and Devils. But if thou haſt felt the Force 
of their Znchantments, and pineſt away with un- 


accountable Pains and Langours; then think 


with thy ſelf that thou art deſective in keeping 


ſome Point of our Holy Law; that Mahomet is 
angry with thee, withdraws his Protection, and 
expoſes thee to the Malice of Evil Spirits. Nei- 
ther perſuade thy ſelf, that becauſe the hr: 
Vitches are put to Death, thou ſhalt preſently re- 
cover thy former Health and Eaſe again: For, 
ſo long as there is a fourth living, and out of 
the reach of Juſtice thou art not ſafe. Nay, if 
ſhe were taken and executed too, ſo long as thy = 

Enemies are yet alive, who firſt employed theſe 

Hags, thou art ſtill at their Mercy. They will 

ſearch every Corner of Tah, and of all Europe, 


but they will find Inſtruments of their Revenge. 


They will rummage Hell it ſelf, to gratify their 
Fury, The beſt Counſel I can give thee in this 
Caſe is, to pacify thine Enemies, by extraordi- 
nary Acts of Civitity to the Chriftians, where- 
ever thou meeteſt them; by uſing thy Saves 


x 
4% 4 
+ 
= 4 

73 

2 
* 2 
3. 1 
3 
nz 
3 
a . 
2 
1 
* 
2 
* 
1 
. 
E 
N 
8 
* 


— 


== ; 
- 


. 9 Vol. III. 4 Ser at Paris. 23 


S Z mildly, and giving them their Freedom, aſter a 

” limited time of Service, Without exacting a Ran- 

* ſom, which neither they nor their Relations and 

4 Friends can ever be able to pay. This will abate | 
4 the Rancour of the Infidels and turn their Re- | 
_— venge into Kindneſs and Love. Thou wilt every 

* where be free from Dangers ; and thoſe very 

8 pPerſons, who now ſtudy all means to take away = 
4 thy Life, will then hazard their own to preſerve | 
5 thee from Death. 

1 Think not that I go about to perſuade thee to 
change Temper with thy Slaves, and from the 


, = Revolution and Bravery of a true Mu/ulman, to 
ink into the abject Timorouſneſs of a Chriſtian. 
to Be ſearſul only of ty helf, and ſtand in Awe of 


: 
of rone more than of thy own Conſcience. 'There 
is a Cato in every Man, a ſevere Cenſor of his vi 
* 1 Manners; and he that reverences this Judge, will \ 
ik | ſeldom do any thing he need to repent of. Let | 
8 not the Authority of any Station tempt thee to 
T1 be cruel and unjuſt; but, in all things, Do as thou 
nd HY end be done unto. This is a Precept engraven 


ei- L on every Man's Heart; and he whoſe Actions 
IF write after this Copy, will always be at 2a/e here, 
e- and tranſcengently happy hereafter. Follow this 


r. Eule, and thou wilt experience the Eft. 


a 1 ; Paris, 1ff of the 9th Moon, 
2 of the Year 1645. 
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LETTER VI. 
To the Inyincible Vizir Azem, 


F one may judge of future Events, by apply- 

ing to them the Symptoms of Things palt ; 
and if a Man may compare one Kingdom with 
another, I ſhould think that France will in time 
extend the Limits of her Empire, as far as any of 
the four great Monarchies, that have been recorded 
in Hiftaries far their univerſalSway : I will not ſay, 
as far as the wide-ſtretch'd Empire of the ever- 
victorious O/mans. Vet the Genius of this Nation 
ſeems in ſome manner to inſpire the French with 
as ardent a Thirſt of Glory and Conqueſt, as that 
which has in all Ages appear'd to be the i»/eperable 
Virtue of the Muſſulmans. They prefs forward 
to the Mark for which they take up Arms; that 
is, to ſubdue all before them, and lay Kingdoms, 
Provinces and Cities, at the Feet of their Sove- 
reign. They are not diſcouraged at Difficulties 
and. Loſſes. The Checks and Oppoſitions they 
meet with, do but animate them with new and 
freſh Vigours, So that it is become a ſure Prog- 
noſtick of ſome great Succeſs to that Nation, 
when at any time they receive ill News from 
_— Armies. — this, their Courage ſeems to be 

the Quality of Naptba, which by ing on 
of Waser takes F — although, her — 
theſe two Elements be contrary to each other. So 
this Warlike People, inſtead of being dejected, or 
made timorous by any Deſeat given to their Ar- 
mies, are rather inflam'd with more active and 


valiant Reſolutions, as will appear by the Repulſe 


given them by the Date of Bavaria, not many 
Moon; ago. FR 
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As ſoon as that News arrived in this City, one 
would have expected to have ſeen ſome Tokens 
Jof Fear in the People, but it wrought a con- 


trary Effect. No Tears of Women and Children, 


no compaſſionate Sighs ſor their ſlain Husbands, 
Fathers or other Relations; no down-caſt Looks, 
or ominous ſhaking of Heads; no melancholy 


Whiſpers or portentous Stories were murmured 


$a the Ears of the Multitude : But all Things 
appeared lively and proſperous : the very Wo- 
men exciting the young Men to liſt themſelves 
Soldiers, and the Boys in the Streets making 
all their Paſtimes conſiſt in imitating the Men 
of Arm, and learning the Diſcipline of War. 
There was no need to force Men to the Field. 
No ſooner was the King's Intentions to raiſe new 
Forces divulged in the Provinces, but thouſands 
came voluntarily, and took up Arms, chuſing 
rather to ſeek honourable Deaths in the Toils 
and Hazards of War, than to lead inglorious 
Lives at Home, in the ſoſt Enjoyments of 
Peace. 

= Theſe Things appeared to me as certain Pre- 
ages of the riſing Greatneſs of this Monarchy, 
Hand an evident Sign that the French Nation in 
chis Age, ſhall out-de their Auceſfors in Warlike 
Deeds. | 
== The Stage of that bloody Combat, between the 
Forces of the Duke of Bavaria, and thoſe under 
che Command of Mareſchal Turenne, was Mergen- 
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beim. Since which there has been a more fierce 


acounter between the French and Imperialiſs 


at Allinſbeim. Wherein the former have reco- 


vered the Honour they ſeemed to have loſt in 
the Spring, owing much to the Bravery of the 


3 Landgrave of Heft- Caſſel, who, with his Regi- 


ments, had a conſiderable Share in the Actions 
ot this Day; and * he has been 2 
62 W 
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with magnificent Gifts by the Queen Regent. The 
Bawvarians loſt in this Battle above Two thouſand £ 
common Soldiers, beſides many Officers of Note. 1 
On the French ſide, the Duke of Euguien (who | 
had newly joined his Forces to thoſe of Turenne) 
was wounded in the Arm, with two other Com- 
manders. ' Monfjeur Grammond was taken Priſoner, 
but honourably treated and ſent away with Pre- 
ſents by the Duke of Bavaria, together with In- 
ſtructions about a Neutrality, who is exchanged 
for a German of equal Quality. The French have 
alſo loſt in this Battle above a Thouſand of the 
common Soldiers; ſo that their Victory coſt them 
dear. 

The Duke of Enguien, notwithſtanding his 
"Wounds, marches on the next Day with his Army 
to Norlinghen, offering that 'Town a Neutrality 
and Liberty for the Garriſon to march out, which 
conſiſted of three hundred Bawarians But re- 
ceiving a fierce Anſwer frem the Governour, he 
cauſed the Approaches to be made in order to an 
Aſſault, which was begun that very Night, and a 
Breach made in the Walls: upon which the Ixha- 
bitants were forced to intercede with the Duke, 
that there might be a Ceſſation of Violence tif 
the next Morning, promifing that then.the Sol- 
diers ſhould ſurrender at Diſcretion ; which was 
done accordingly. | 

There he tarried eight Days to refreſh his 
Army. Then he marched to Dunkenſpule, which 
Was defended by a Garriſon of Five hundred 
Bavarians, He took this Place by Storm, yet 
gave Quarters to the Soldiers, who laid down 

eir Arms, and yielded themſelves Priſoners. 
Leaving a Garriſon of three hundred French in the 
Town, he removed his Forces toward Hcilbrun. i 
But q; regard this Place was defended by Fifteen 
Hundred Men he forborg to aſſault it, and only 

| quartered 
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quartered his Army in the neighbouring Villa- 


es. | hg 
K Since that Time, which was about the middle 
of the laſt Moon, there has been no conſiderable 
Action between the French and the Germans. Yet 
thoſe who pretend to be vers'd in military Affairs, 
laugh at the ill Conduct of the Arch-Duke Leopold. 
> who when he had the French ſhut up in a narrow 
Streigbt, through which it was impoſſible for them 
to paſs but by ſingle Files, neglected that Oppor- 
tunity to cut them off, deferring the Victory 
(whereof he was too ſecure) till the next Day, 
by reaſon of the preſent Wearineſs of his Soldi- 
ers. In the mean Time Turennre, with his whole 
Army paſs'd the Streight in the middle of the 
Night, and came to Philipsburgh. 

This overſight of the General is much talk'd of, 
becauſe, had he — his Advantage he had not 
only entirely defeated the French, but in all pro- 
bability, falling with the whole Force of the Em- 
fire on the Swedes, be had hkewiſe vanquiſhed 
them, and ſo put an End to the War. But it 
ſeems as if the inſerutable Providence had deter- 
mined to infatuate the Minds of the Germans, and 
reſerve thoſe two potent Nations, their Enemies, 
to be a farther Scourge to the Empire 
= Adieu, great Guardian of the eternal Monarchy, 

and believe Mabmut, when he ſolemnly ſwears by 
; "8 Mount Sinai, and by the tenth Night of the Moor, 

that he adores thy conſummate Virtue and Wis- 
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dom, which never fail thee in Extremities. 
— c 
Faris, 8% of 2he gil Moor 

1 of the Yar 1645. 
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LETTER VIL 


To Cara Hali, a Phyſician at Con- 


ſtantinople. 


Sieges to the Grandees ; and I know, thou 
dom troubleſt thy ſelf with the Care of foreign 
Tranſactions. Beſides, I have no certain Intelli- 
gence of Moment to communicate. But I can 
acquaint thee with ſomething more agreeable to 
thy Studies and Genius. | 
Here is a Man in this City who was not born 
blind, but by ſome ill hap loſt the Uſe of hi; 
Eyes. Yet Nature ſeems to have recompenſed 
that Misfortune in the Exquiſiteneſs of his Fes. 
ing. Thou wouldeſt ſay he carried Eyes in hi: 
Fingers ends, fince he diſtinguiſhes thoſe Things 
by his Touch, which are the only proper Objects 
of Sight. Believe me, I think, there can be no 
Decent of Confederacy, whereby he might blind 
others, inſtead of being ſo himſelf. I faw him 
muffled up with a Napkin which covered all hi; 
Face, then divers Pieces of Eaſlern Silks, of va- 
rious Colours, were laid on the Table before 


I 5: weary of writing News of Battles and 
e 


him. He felt them attentively, and told us the 
Colout of each Piece exactly. I who was never 


,Over-credulous of extraordinary Pretences, ſuſ- 
petting that either the Fineneſs of the Linen 


which veiled his Face, might give him ſome = 


Glimpſe of the different Colours, or that ſore 1 J 
By-ſtandez with appointed Sign*, might in'orm 


him, cauſed all the Company to withdraw, except 
a learned Derwiſe, who was intimate with me. 
We threw a thick Velvet Mantle over his Face 
which reached down to his Navel, girding it 
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about his Waiſt, ſo as to leave his Arms at Li- 
berty. Then I procured ſmall Shreds of Silks, 
7 fach as I could conceal in the Palm of my Hand: | 
© Theſe I cauſed him to touch with his Fingers, 
brought up as high as his Chin, ſo that *twas im- | 
poſſible for him to ſee them, had he had the Uſe | 
of his Eyes; yet he made not the leaſt Miſtake | 


4 in ſive ſeveral Colours. We changed the Order of 0 
u the Silks, and ſometimes gave him the ſame Piece þ 
n = four or five Times together; yet, as ſoon as he | 
had felt it, he readily told us, twas the ſame | 
n Colour. 
oz EF icrell thee, O learned Hali, ſuch an uncommon 

Experiment, afforded me Matter both of Delight ' 
n and Wonder, I concluded from hence, that Na- [ 
i; fare is no Niggard in her Gifts, but ſupplies the 
( 4 ] Defects of one Senſe, by the Super-abundant Ac- | 
J curacy of another. We asked this blind Perſon, | 
i: By what Diſtinction he thus knew one Colour | 
s from another, without the Help of his Eyes. He | 
„ was not able to expreſs the particular Manner op | 
0 this diſcriminating Senſation ; but only told us in 
4 general, that he felt as much Difference between 
m the red Silk and black, as he had formerly done 
i; during the Enjoyment of his Eye fight, between 
a tbe Sill, of Pera, and the fire Linen of Europe : 
re Which, thou knoweſt, are as different to the 
be Touch as fine Paper and Vellum. | 
co . Thou that daily pryeſt into the Faculties of | 
ul. Humane Bodies, art better able to judge whether | 
en this Man's Excellency lay in the Tenuity and | 
ne Fineneſs of his Skin, the Subtilty of his Spirits, | 


ne or ſome unuſal, powerful, yet delicate Energy 
m 'W of his Soul; or, whether it conſiſted in all theſe 


ept together. | | | 
re, The Derviſe who was with me, ſeemed not | 
ace much to admire at this rare Quality of the blind þ 
11 Man: Telling me moreover, that about ten g 
: | 


or: if C3 Years 
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Years ago in his Travels, he had ſeen a blind S:a- 
tuary at Florence, who undertook to make the Re- 
ſemblance of an [mage in the chief Temple of tat 
City, which he finiſh'd ſo much to the Life, that 
his Work could no otherwiſe be diſtinguiſh'd rrom 
the Original, than by the Difference of the Ma- 
terials, that being Alabaſter, his white Clay; which 
He ſo tempered and moulded with his Fingers, as 
he continually felt of the other, that no Linea- 
ment was left unexpreſs de | 

Indeed, when I reflected on our Mutes in the 
Seraglio, and the unaccountable Sagacity with 
which they apprehended thoſe Words which they 
never heard, I ceas'd to be ſurprized at what I 
had ſeen the blind Man perform, or what the Der- 
wiſe had ſaid of the Statuary. I remember in Sul- 
tan Amurath's Time there was a Mute, in whom 
the Grand Signior took infinite Delight. For, be- 
ſides a thouſand pretty Geſtures and Tricks, with 
which ſhe uſed to divert that Prince, he often 
made her his Secretary, employing her in writing 
Letters to his Baga's and others whilſt he dicta- 
ted to her by Signs. Although ſhe could never 
receive the Sound of Words, nor utter any that 
were articulate; yet I have ſeen her tranſcribe 
a whole Chapter in the Alcoran, containing a hun- 
dred and ſeventy Verſicles, in as fine a Characler, 
as the moſt celebrated Scribes of the Empire ; and 
when ſhe had done, would explain what ſhe had 
thus written by Signs, which made it evident 
that ſhe perſectly underſtood the Alcoran. 

Theſe are rare Gifts, my Friend; yet were all 
the Mutes educated with as much Diligence and 
Care, as was Sagueda, (ſo ſhe was called) tis poſ- 
fible they mo attain to greater Perfection. 1 


have been told, that her Tutor, one of the learn- 


ed'ſt Men in Arabia, beſtow'd many Years in 
teaching her this Method of Reading, Under- 
ſtanding and Writing. This 


Vol. III. 4 Sev at Pars. 3s 
This puts me in mind of a Man who was bred 
a Mahometan, but being taken Captive by the 
* French, embraced their Religion, not in his Heart, 
* but only in outward Profeſſion When I firit 
came to Paris, I fell into his Company by Acci- 
dent, and underſtanding that he was an African, 
I deſired to ask him ſome Queſtions, but he was 
dumb, fo that I had almoſt laid aſide my Hopes 
” of converſing with him; till perceiving that he 
moved his Lips, and opened his Mouth as one 
that was talking, I offered him Pen, Ink, and Pa- 
per, making Signs to him, that I would gladly 
* know his Mind in Writing. He accordingly writ 
in More/co, that he was ſtruck deaf and dumb 
about eighteen Years ſince, telling me alſo the 
Place of his Nativity, and how he came hither ; 
I took the Pen, and in the ſame Language ex- 
preſs'd my Compaſſion of his Misfortunes. When 
he ſaw that I underſtood More/co, he writ again, 
fignifying to me, that if I opened my Mouth 
wide at the pronouncing of every Syllable, ha 
could underſtand my Meaning by the Poſture of 
my Lips and Tongue. I found his Words true, 
to my no ſmall 5 „ for he would write 
down what I had ſaid, We converſed together 
= often; and at length I ured his Eſcape in 
the Retinue of a Chiaus that was returning from 
hence to Conſtantinople. | 
I beſeech the wiſe Archite# of Nature, and Re- 
pairgr of Humane Defect, either to continue to us 
the Uſe of our Senſes, or to ſupply that Want by 
ſome ſuperlative Endowments of the Mind. 


Paris, 20th of the gib Moon, 
of the Tear 1645, 


L E T- 
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LETTER TIX. 
1 Uſeph Baſſa. 


Hov wilt ſay, I am unmindful of my 
Duty in not congratulating thy ze cw Honour 
before this; and that I forget the good Offices 
which formerly paſs'd between us in the Seraglio. 
1 tell thee my Obligations are infinite, not only 
to thee, but to many others of my Friends at 
the Port: It is impoſſible for me to acquit my 
Self of ſo many Engagements. As for the Dignity 
to which the Sultan has raiſed thee, I received 
the firſt News of it within thefe fourteen Days. 
And I dare affirm, that none of thy Friends, or 
of thoſe whoſe Dependence is on thee could 
with greater Complacency behold thee veſted 
by our moſt euguft Emperor, than I read the Let- 
ter which conveyed to me this welcome Intelli- 
gence. | 
Long mayeſt thou live to enjoy the Bleflings 
which thy good Fortune has heaped on thee, 
Yet I all thee to enjoy them ſa, as not to 
forget thou muſt die. Let not the Grandeur of 
thy Station render thee proud and wilful : But 
remember, when thou art furrounded with a 
Crow'd of adoring Suppliants, that Death ſhall 
level thee with the wp of thy Slaves, Thus 
the ancient Phile/ophers ſpared not to perform the 
Office of Monitors to their Kings and Princes : 
And I hope thou wilt not take in ill Part the 
wholeſome Advice of Mahmut, who diſcovers a 
Temper void of Hypocriſy, in the Freedom he 
aſlumes. If thou giveſt Ear to Flatterers, they 
will complement thee to thy Ruin; and when 
thou art on the Brink of a Precipice, = 
Wi 
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will perſwade thee there is no Danger, though, 
if thou goeſt on, they know thy Fall is inevi- 
table. They will pride themſelves in the Dex- 
f terity of their Malice, and ir.ſult over thee with 
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ſcornſul Sarcaſms, whom not long ago they ido- 
= lized. 
| I The eminent Command thou haſt, requires 
© thy frequent Preſence in the ſovereign Divan: 
| And that thou may'ſt not fit tnere, only as an 
| Auditor of other Men's Connſels, and incapable 
of making one in the Number of thoſe, who 
become remarkable by their Orations, or Re- 
ports of foreign Events; I will now enter- 
„ = tain thee with ſome Paſſages, which have 
= happened in Europe ſince the Beginning of this 
= Year, whereof the other Ba//a's may poſhbly be 
ignorant. 

The Diet of Francfort, which had continued for 
three Years, was diſſolved on the 1ath of the 
-X 4th Moen, This may be known at the Port, while 

they remain Strangers to the Reaſon of it. There 

are a ſort of Chriftians in Germany, whom they 
call Evangelicks, Theſe are oppoſite to the Roman 
= Church, both in Religion and [tereſt ; and their 
= Cauſe is chiefly eſpouſed by the Dukes of Saxony 
and Brandenburg. It was to comply with theſe, 
that an A/embly was appointed at O/xaburgh ; but 
the Emperor and the Catholicks were either for 
continuing that at Francfort, or tranſlating it to 
Munfler. While the contending Parties were 
bickering, and ftriving to gain their ſeveral Ends, 
the Deputy of the Duke of Bavaria, tired out 
with ſuch intolerable Delays, departed from 
Francfort, whom the reſt of the Deputies followed. 
And this thou mayeſt report for the true Occaſion 
of the Difſolution of that Diet, 

Thus, at the Beginning of the Year, the Diſ- 
putes which thoſe of I fdels raiſ:d about ſafe Con- 
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duct, Exactneſs of Titles, Priority of Addreſs, 
and many other vain Punctilio's, hindred them 
from coming to any Concluſion about a Peace, 
which was the principal Cauſe of their aſſembling. 
And this is a folly peculiar to the Nazarenes, that 
in all publick A ſemblies the very Strength and Vi- 
tals of their Counſels are ſpent in a vain adjuſt- 
ing of empty Ceremonies. 

It is credibly reported here, That the King of 
Poland earneſtly ſolicites a Match with Queen 
Chriſtina of Sæuedeland, but has not hitherto had 
any politive Anſwer, or effected any thing in it. 
In the ſecond Moon of this Year, that Queen ſent 
an Ambaſſader, to give the King of Poland an ac- 
count, That ſhe had taken the Government upon 
her. While he tarried in the Po/i/þ Court, there 
were not wanting ſuch, as by the King's Order, 
ſifted his Inclination, in Reference to this Affair. 
It was propoſed to him that this Match would be 
a happy Occaſion to unite the two Kingdoms in 
a firm and durable League: That the Ewvange- 
licks in Poland would be much eaſed thereby: 
That Uladi//aus was not much decayed in his natu- 
ral Vigour : That Swedeland might in the mean 
while be governed by the Council; with many 
other Propoſals and Encouragements, to this Pur- 
pole. Among which 1 muſt not omit, that it 
was ſuggeſted, how eaſy *twould be for two ſuch 

otent Crowns, in Conjunction, not only to hum- 

le the Germans, but alſo to put a Stop to the 
victorious Arms of the Ottoman Empire. But 
all this came to nothing, that wary Queen fſuſ- 
pecting that there was a deeper Deſign in the 
Courtſhip of this old Fox; and that by ſuch a 
Match, the Kingdom of Swedeland, in Default of 
the 1Jue Royal, might be ſubjected to a foreign 
Crown. : 


However, 
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However, it is eaſy to apprehend from this, 


that if the Po/es maintain at preſent their Accord 
with the ſublime Port, tis for want of Strength to 
break it; and that they only wait an Opportunity 
to make ſome potent and firm Alliance, which 


may ſecond the Deſigns formed by that Court a- 


"> gainſt the fr/# Throne on Earth, whereof thou art 


one of the principal Pillars. 
Remain firm in thy Station, and let neither the 


= Tempelts of War, nor the Convulſions of State, 


„ 


i Haſtead of cancelling, heightens thy Offence. t 
Y C 6 might 


which are the too frequent Products of Peace, 


hake thy Conſtancy. But above all, ſuffer not 
= thy Integrity, which is the Bau of all Yirtues, to 


be undermin'd by Bribes 
If thou followeſt this Counſel, God and his Pro- 
phet ſhall eſtabliſh thee, all Men will honour thee, 


thy Sovereign ſhall exalt thee ; and Mahomet will 


rejoice to ſee thee in Time become the Atlas of 
the Eternal Empire. 


Paris, 5th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 
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LETTER X. 


To Ichingi Cap' Oglani, Præceptor to 
_ the Royal Pages of the Seraglio. 


THe is a vaſt Difference between thy 
Letter, and that of Sha/bim Ifham. He is 


eloquent in tae Acknowledgment of his Crime, 


thou rhetorical in thy own juſtification. Thou haſt 
plundered Demoſthenes and Cicero, and robb'd em of 
all the Flowers and Tropes of Oratory, to dreſs up a 
faint, lifeleis Excuſe. Such an artificial Apology, 
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might have procured thee the Applauſe of the 
Academy; but it comes ſhort of giving me Satisfa- 
ction for the Injuries I have received at thy 
Hands, I have Reaſon to eſteem them ſuch ; be- 
cauſe ſo defign'd, altho they took no Effect. For 
Wrongs of this kind ought to be meaſured by the 
Intention of the Author, not by their Succeſs. 
The Miniſters of the Divan will hardly be pre- 
vailed to ſuſpe&t Mahmut, who has given ſubſtan- 
tial Proofs of his Fidelity. 

Tell me, in the Name of Ged and Mahomet, 
what was the Motive that induced thee to flan- 
der me? Wherein have | merited this Perſecution 
at thy Hands? It could not be revenge, be- 
cauſe I never gave thee Occaſion ; unleſs thou 
ſill retaineſt a Grudge on the Score of my Study- 
ing in the Academies ; and that at my return from 
Palermo, thou wert not able- to expoſe me in the 
Preſence of the Mufti, in any Point of Lan- 
Pens or Learning. But I had rather charitably 

lieve twas thy Ambition, not thy Malice, which 
gave Birth to thoſe Calumnies thou haſt vented 
againſt me. Thou envieſt me the Honour of 
ſerving the Grand Seignior in this Station, think- 
ing thy ſelf capable of diſcharging this Office 
more ſucceſsfully than Mahmur. I cenſure not thy 


Abilities, but think tis beſt for every Man to 


be content with his own Condition, fince Deſtiny 
Ciſtributes the Employments of the World a- 
mong Men, by Rules into which we cannot pe. 
netrate. 
Thou art Maſter of the French Tongue; but 
doſt thou think that a complete” Qualifieation 
tor a Man in my Poſt? Art thou fit to converſe in 


the Court of a foreign Prince, who canſt not go- 


vern thy Tongue in that of thy native Sove- 
reign ? Thou art yet to learn a Caurtier's Maſter- 
piece, which is, To diſſemble even the — 
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Art of Diſſimulation. That is, as the Arabians 
ſay, To have a Veil upon a Veil; or as the [talians, 
J have a Mark with @ natural Face on the outſide. 
; Thou art fo far from this, that thou canſt not 


yet draw perſectly the firſt rough Strokes of a 


: Counterfeit. 

To ſpeak plain, hadſt thou by any artificial 
ſeigning of Friendſhip tome, made Way to inſi- 
= nuate thy Story into the Belief of the Grandes, 
thou mighteſt have praiſed me to my Ruin. 
Z But to go bluntly to Work, without preventive 
= Encomiums, diſcovered at once the Weakneſs of 
thy Judgment, and the Strength of thy Paſſion ; 
* giving the Miniſters Occaſion to think there was 
© leſs of Truth, than of Deſign in thy Accuſa- 
=» £10ns. 

For the Future, I advife thee to mind thy Books 
and Scholars, and meddle not with Mabmut, 
-X* whoſe Buſineſs is to ſtudy Men. Adieu. 


3 2 of the 10th Moon, 
= Y 
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LETTER Kl. 


TJithe Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
| of State, 


oy 


Ir n extreme Joy I have received the 
certain News of the taking of Canea by 
the invincible Ottoman Arms. 

I muſt confeſs, when I firſt apprehended the 
Intentions of Sultan Ibrahim, to make War with 
the Republick of Venice, I was apt to hearken to 
ſome thinking Men in this Court, who, making 
their Obſervations of the Su/tan's indulging 
himſelf 
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himſelf in Female Pleaſures, conjectured from 
thence (as by a common Rule) that he would 
not have diſcovered ſoch a martial and active Spi- 
rit, in aſſerting the Honour of the Ottoman Em- 
Fire, His Dextrous concealing his Deſigns, even 
to the very Execution of them, has ſtruck a Damp 
into all the Courts in Europe, inſomuch as Card:- 
nal Maxarini this Day told the Queen Regent, 
That he doubted leſt Sullan Ibrahim would prove 
another Junius Brutus, who being the Nephew of 
Tarquin, one of the Primitive Kings of Rome ſor 
ſome Years, counterfeited an extraordinary Sim. 
plicity and Weakneſs of Spirit : But having pri- 
vately ſecured a Faction to his own Intereſts 
by popular Arts, he, to gain the JSowereignty, 
changed the Form of Government, procured him. 
ſelf to be made Conſul, and diſcovered a Genius, 
ſurpaſſing in Policy and mature Judgment, all his 
Predeceſſors. 

Though the Cardinals Compariſon be diſpro- 
portionate to the Grandeur of the ſovereign En- 
peror of the World, who cannot without a vaſt 
Injury be poſtpon'd in Virtue, Wiſdom or Power, 
as a Second or Imitator of any Prince upon Earth: 
Yet the Character holds good in the main, That 
he has timely and maturely diſſembled the moſt 
ſublime Abilities and Endowments a ſovereign 
Prince is capable of, rendering thereby his Ene- 
mies ſecure and careleſs : till at length all thoſe 
illuſtrious Attributes exert themſelves on a ſud- 
den, breaking forth like the Sus from an Eclipſe ; 
at once dazling the aſtoniſh's World, and ſurpri- 
ring the Enemies of tl.e Ottoman Empire, in the 
Slumbers which proceeded from the Contempt of 
his /acred Majeſty. 

thought indeed once that the Venetian: would 
have been in a Condition to have faced the Or- 
toman Navy, and diſputed their farther Progreſs 

on 
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on the Seas. I expected no leſs than that they 


would have made ſome huffing Attempts on the 
Illes of Archipelago ; that they would have enter'd 
the Helleſpont, braved the Dardanels, and failing 


Z forward would have block'd up the Ottoman Navy 


in the Propontit, or driven them into the Euxine 


= Sea for Shelter. 


And who could have thought 


= otherwiſe, had they been provided for a War? 
But our ſage Emperor, by Secrecy, which is.the 
very Soul of all great Undertakings, has anticipa- 


ted their very Fears, and leap'd upon the Prey 


while the Keepers were aſleep, 
Had the Chriftian Princes and States hid aſide 


their private Punctilio's and Animoſities, when the 


Venetians firſt made their Application to them for 
Aſſiſtance, it might have proved a doubtful War. 


But inſtead of generouſly uniting their Forces in 


the common Defence of Chri/tendom, they begin 


43 to divide their Intereſts and Hearts one from ano- 


43 ther, and that upon the vaineſt Motives in the 
World, one State diſputing with another about 


Precedency of Poſts in the Army, which proceed- 
ed to that Height, as to fruſtrate the main Deſign: 
For the Pope himſelf at laſt is forced to raiſe the 
greateſt Aids the States of Venice are like to have; 
joining his Gallies with theirs, and ſending a thou- 
ſand Foot on Board at his own Colt. | 

Thus does Divine Providence, out of the Diſ- 
eords of Chriſtian Princes, draw Occaſions to en- 
large the /acred Empire of the Muſſulmans, and to 


ſpread the Ottoman Conqueſts o'er the Weftern 


World. 


Paris, 29th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 
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LETTER XIL 


To the Magnificent and Redoubtable 
Vizir Azem. 


T appears that the Qucen of France is very in- 
dulgent to her Generals, having called home 
the Duke of Enguiez from the Loils of War, This 
Prince neglecting the Wounds he received in the 
Battle of Allenſbeim, not many Days after, fell in- 
to a violent Fever; fo that he was carried in a 
Horſe-Litter to Philipsburgh, with no ſmall Dan- 
per of his Life, As ſoon as he recovered his 
ealth, he was commanded to return to France, 
and' the Charge of the whole Army committed 
to Mareſchal Tureune. 

Such Tenderneſs is never ſhew'd to the invinci- 
ble Ottoman Generals, neither would they eſteem 
it a Favour, but a Diſgrace, When they go to 
the Wars, they make no underhand Leagues 
with the Elements'to ſpare their Bodies, but are 
reſolved to combat with Cold, Heat, Hunger, 
Thriſt, and all the Hardſhips to which Soldiers 
are liable, as well as with the Swords of their 
Enemies, They take no other Armour againſt 
the rigorous Froſts of a Rufian Winter, or the 
ſcorching Sands of a Perſias Summer, but an un- 
ſhaken Reſolution, an invincible Patience, and a 
Mind incapable of bowing under the worſt 
Misfortunes. They are not angry with the 
Weapons of their Adverſaries, when they carve 
in their Limbs, the Marks of an Honour, which 
will far outlaſt the Pain of their Wounds ; and 
in their Fleſh hew deep Characters of an im- 
mortal Fame, and a Renown which ſhall know 
no Period. They are not parſimonious of — 

| 0 
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Blood, but court their Enemies to ſpill it on the 
= Ground, from whence it will ſpring up in Lau- 
rels and Wreaths, to crown them with Tri- 
Z umphs and Glory whilſt they live, and for to 
= ſweeten their Memory with the Praiſe of future 
1 Generations. 
Thas, Magnanimous Vizir, do the Muſulman 
& Heroes, the Props of the fl Empire, manifeſt their 
Courage, in defying of Dangers and Wounds, 
and ſcorning to capitulate with Fortune, for 
Eaſe and Exemption from Death. They know, 
that when they march againſt the fide/s, tis in 
© Vindication of the eternal Unity; and therefore, 
inſtead of endeavouring 
Death fo glorious, as that which will immediate- 
ly tranſport them to the Bo/om of our holy Pro- 
= phet, and to the inexproffible Delights of the Gar- 
| Where this Truth 1s firmly root. 
ed, there is no Room for Fear to plant it ſelf, 
But the Cafe is otherwiſe with fidels 
XX blaſpheme that pureſt undivided Effence. 
=X aſſert and believe a Plurality of Gods, and there- 
8 fore, in Time of Danger, amongit ſo many Dei- 
ties, they know not whom to addreſs, or whom to 
The Apprehenfion of Death is terri - 
is only in this Life 3 
ined with a thouſand 
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XX dens of Eden. 


=X confide in. 
ble to them, whoſe Ho 
XX whoſe Conſciences are 
Polluticns, and yet renounce the very Method of 
being clean. Who not only err themſelves, but 
by their evil Example and Influence, (for I ſpeak 
got the Princes and Great Ones) draw innumerable 
XX after them, to taſte of the Tree Zacon, 
XX grows in the middle of Hell. 
4 People ſpeak variouſly of the Duke of Enguien's 
in the Battle of Allerſbeim His Crea- 
"tures extol his Valour and Experience with 
—_ Hyperboles ; whilſt his Enemies endeavour to 
eſſen his Reputation. Some ſay, 
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Revocation to the Queen's Diſlike ; others attri- 
bute it to the extrordinary Concern ſhe has for 
his Health. But ſuch as would be eſteemed the 
wiſer Sort ſay, his return is voluntary and 
ſought by himſelf, ſcorning to hold his Commi/- 
ſion any longer at the Pleaſure of Cardinal Maxa- 


rini, who, "tis thought, fiſt procured him this 


Employment, only to have him out of the way, 
and take off his Application from the domeſtich 
Affairs of France. 'I'heſe are the Diſcourſes of 
the People at preſent, who yet perbaps may 
change their Opinions before the Sun goes down, 
They will always be cenſuring and deſcanting 
on the Actions of their Superiours; few being 
willing to think their 'Tongues were given them 
to lie idle. It is but a little Member, but often 
does great Miſchief by its Activity. One «ef 
the Ancients gave no good Character of it, when 
he called it a Demon. Vet we are not bound to 
believe all that the Philoſophers ſaid. AE/op gave 
the moſt impartial Account of this Member, 
when he ſaid, Tua, the beſt, and the work, 
Sometimes I fit filent many Hours together; not 
for want of Cumpany, (for here's a Glutt of that 
in this populous City;) nor becauſe I know not 
what to ſay, (for I could ſpeak a great deal more 
than tis fit for others to bear) but that I may 
ſtudy with leſs Interruption, how to ſerve my 
eat Mafter. For much talking enervates the 
Tadgmen, and evaporates the Mind into Air. 
des, by thus practiſing Silence in private, 1 
learn the Art of reſtraining my Words in 
12 when it is requiſite to promote the 
ds at which I aim. Tis not for a Man in 
my Station to be open and talkative, but to 
diſtinguiſh Perſons and Seaſons ; to underſtand 
the due Stops and Advances of my Tongue; 
ſometimes to ſay much in a little, at other times 
ea 
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o ſay little or nothing at all ; bat ever fo to 


ſpeak, as not to lay my ſelf naked to the Hear- 
ers; yet to ſeem a very frank, open-hearted Man, 
in what I diſcourſe of. 

I would not have thee conclude from what I 
have ſaid, that Mahmut uſes any Reſerve to the 
© Mini/iers of the Divan, who are Mines of Science 


and Wiſdom, and can eafily diſcern the Heart thro? 


the moſt artificial Veil of Words. But it is abſo- 
utely neceſſary for me to uſe Diſſimulation in this 
rt, ſeeming many times ignorant of what 1 


£ really know, that I may not be thought to know 


more than they wonld have me, I was never yet 
ſo indiſcreet, as to publiſh any Secret that was com- 
mitted to my Charge, whereby I have gain'd great 


Confidence with Men who delight to unboſome 
their Intelligence. They eſteem me a Man of In- 

tegrity, and fit to be truſted, Thus am I made 
privy to many Intrigues of the Grandees, and a 
Repoſitory of the Court News: whilſt they whiſ- 
per in Mahmut's Ear what is tranſacted in the Roy - 
gal Bed-Chambers, and private Apartments. | 


Mt, 


By this Means I came acquainted with an A- 


—Zmour of Cardinal Mazarini, which is known but 
to a few. This Miniſter has none of the worſt 
Faces, and a proportionate Elegance in his Shape: 
Much addicted alſo to the Love of Women; 
et he manages his Intrigues with that Cau- 
tion and Privacy, as not to expoſe the Honour 
of his Function. Among the reſt, he had fre-- 
quent Accefs to the Chamber of a certain Conn- 
e Dowager, her Husband being lately deceaſed. 
his was not carried ſo privately, but twas 
"XX whiſpered about that a Man was ſeen often to 
come out of this Ladies Chamber a little before 
Day; but no Body knew who it was (for the 
Cardinal went diſguiſed.) At laſt it came to 


the 
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the Queen's Ear, who was reſolved to unravel this 
Intrigue. She cauſ-d Spies to be placed at a con- 
venient Diſtance from the Lady's Chamber-Door, 
which opened in a Gallery of the Royal Palace, 
with orders to trace him home. That Night the 
defigned Watch was firſt ſet, it fortuned that 
the Cardinal being in the Counteſſes Chamber, her 
Maid, who was privy to this Amour, overheard 
theſe Spies talking to each other concerning her 
Lady, which made her more attentive (being in 
a Place where ſhe could not be ſeen) till at length 
ſhe plainly diſcovered, That they lay in wait to 
find out who it was that had been ſeen coming 
out of the Chamber. She quickly acquaints the 
Counteſs with this News. She conſults the Car- 
dinal what was beſt to be done to avoid Diſcove- 

In fine, it was agreed between them, that 
the Caunteſi ſhould put on the Cardinals Diſguiſe, 
and he a Suit of her Cloaths; that ſhe ſhould go 
out at the uſual Hour of his Retreat, and walk 
in the Gardens; that if examined, ſhe ſhould 
pretend this Diſguiſe was to guard her from the 
rude Attempts of Men, who if they found a 
Lady alone in the Night-Time, © would not fail 
to offer ſome Incivilities ; that ſoon after her 
Departure, the Cardinal ſhould go forth in her 
Dreſs, and ſhift for himſelſ. This was perform'd 
accordingly. The Counteſs walked into the Gar- 
dens in the Cardinals Diſguiſe, followed. by the 
Spies, Whilſt he goes to an intimate Friend's 
Houſe, (an Talian, whole Fortune depended on 
this Miniſter) and changes his Female Accoutre- 
ments for the proper Apparel of his Sex. The 
Counte/s having walked about half an Heur in 
the Garden, was ſieized on by ſome of the Guard., 
under Suſpicion of ſome ill Deſign. She was 
carried before the Queen, and examined. Tt 
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then diſcovered herſelf, begging the Queen's Par- 
don, and telling her, that a particular Devotion 
had obliged her to take that Courſe for ſeveral 
Mornings; but if it offended her Majeſty, ſhe 
® would hold herſelf diſpenſed with, and would 
*X forbear. The Queen ſeeming ſatisfied with this 
= Anſwer, diſmiſſed her. Thus the Amours of the 
Cardinal and the Coanteſs remained a Secret; and 
there are but three Perſons (beſides themſelves) 
that know any thing of it, among which Mahmut 
- 18 one. ___ . . . * . 


Thou ſeeſt, 1/luftrious Miniſter, that the Reputa- 


; tion of my Secrecy, has gained me the Confidence 
of one of the Cardinal's Privado's ; for I had this 


Relation from the Lalian whom 1 mentioned, at 
whoſe Houſe the Cardinal changed his Diſguiſe. 
I am not without Hopes, by the prudent Manage- 
ment of this Diſcovery, to penetrate farther into 
the Court Intrigues. For he that told me this 
Story, conſidered not that he made me thereby 
Maſter of his Fortune, and that it is no longer 
ſafe for him to deny me any Intelligence I require 
of him. He has puta Key into my Hand, which 


will open his Breaſt at my Pleaſure. 


Yet I need not magiſterially claim Diſcoveries 
from him, as the only Conditions on which he is 
to expect my concealing what he has already diſ- 
cloſed. There is a more dexterous and ſerviceable 
way to become his Confeſr, without ſuch an in- 
Foun Inſult ; whilſt with a well ated Candour 

feign a Relation of ſuch Things as I ſuſpect, 
yet cannot be certain oe true, till atteſted by 
himſelf, proſeſſing at the ſame Time not to be- 
lieve thoſe pretended Reports I heard. If I ſhall 
be ſo happy as to do any eſtectual Service to the 
Grand Seignior by this Engagement, it will anſwer 
my Ends, and J ſhall not repent of my Craft. 


Mahmut 
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Mahmut ſalutes thee, ſovereign Baſſa, in the 
humbleſt Poſture of Adoration, lying proſtrate 
on the Ground, in Contemplation of thy Gran- 
deur. Beſeeching God that he would grant this 
Favour to thee, to live happily, and to die an thy 
Bed. 1-4 | 


Paris, 20th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


— — — 


LET T E R XIII. 
To Egri Boignou, @ White Eunuch. 


Hov giveſt me abundant Proofs of thy 

Affection and Friendſhip, in frankly telling 
me what they ſay of Mahmut in the Seraglio. I 
do not expect to be free from Cenſure; and am 
ſo far from being diſcouraged at the Obloquies 
ſome Men ſaſten on me, that it adds to my Com- 
fort ; it being an aſſured Mark of Innocence to 
be traduced. I am not deſirous that the Arabian 
Proverb ſhould be verified in me, which ſays, 
That he deſerves no Man's good Word, of whom all 
Men ſpeak well. I dread to be popular at fuch a 
Price, and will rather court the Slanders of the 
envious, by a ſtedfaſt Perſeverance in my Duty, 
than lay a Train for the Complements of Flatte- 
rers, by favouring Sedition, Thou knoweſt what 
Reaſon I have to ſay this. There needs no In- 
terpreter between us. Though the Black Eunuch 
has recanted his Aſperſions, yet there are others 
who perſiſt in their Malice; and jt will be difficult 
for the Maſter of the Pages, with his beſt Rheto- 
rick, to exempt himſelf from the Number. 


I have 
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1 have received both their Apologies, and have 
ankver'd them. I wiſh they would reform this 
Vice ; not ſo much for my ſake, who am Proof 


> againſt their Accuſations, as for their own : For 
the Injury they intended to do me, will redound 
= moſt to themſelves. Miſery is on him that perſe- 
* cuteth his Neighbour, 


He that is merciful and gracious, who hath ſe- 
parated the Brightneſs of the Day from the Obſcu- 


4 rity of the Night, defend both thee and me from 
the Malice of Whiſperers, from the Enchantments 


of Wizards, and fuch as breathe thrice upon the 


q Knot of the Triple Cord. 


Paris, 20th. of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


LETTER XIV. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


6 o wilt laugh at the Hypocriſie and 
| Folly of the Nazarenes, when thou ſhalt 
Know the Articles agreed upon between the Elector 
of Saxony and Koning /mark, one of the Swediſh 
Generals, on the 27th of the 8th Moor. 

The Sxvedes had prevail'd on the Son of the Fle- 
Hor, to intercede with his Father for a Truce ; but 
the old Duke would not hearken to any thing of 
that Nature, till 7orftenſon gave Orders to the 
Swediſh Army in thoſe Parts, that they ſhould 
oppreſs the Elector's Subjects, by exacting from 
them unreaſonable Taxes and Contributions; and 
that they ſhould lay deſolate all the Countries 
about Dre/den, if they refuſed to pay what was 
demanded of them. Accordingly they 2 a 

Caftle 


* 
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Caſtle, which commanded a large Valley of Mea- 


dows and Corn-Fields. The Swedes burnt the 
Corn on the Ground, led away the Peaſant; 
Captives, and demoliſhed many Towns and Vi! 
lages; yet not without ſome Loſs on their fide ; 
For the Saxons one Night ſtole upon them while 
they were ſecurely ſleeping, and flew an hundred 
and 'I wenty, taking above three hundred Pri- 
ſoners. Thoſe who were leſt in Poſſeſſion of the 
Caſtle, met with ne better Fortune; being com- 
pelled in a few Days to ſurrender this their new 
Conqueſt, with Five Enſigns and a Hundred and 
fifty Priſoners, which were all carried in Triumph 
to Dreſden. | . 

One would have thought that theſe Succeſſes 
ſhould have confirmed the Elector in the Averſion | 
he had already conceived for a Treaty, that he 
would rather have purſued his good Fortune with 
Arms ; eſpecially when by entring into a private | 
ſeparate Treaty with the Stwedes, he mult needs 


give a E. Suſpicion to the HM embh of the De- 4 3 


the. old Duke doted ; and what nci- 


puties, © 


ther the repeated Solicitations of his Son, nor the 3 # 


continual Ravages which General Koning ſmark 
made in his Territories, could procure from him, 


that he granted to the charming Addreſſes of a = 


beautiful Lady. 


The Elector's Son adhering much to the Sauα,—ů | 1 


Intereſt, and finding all other Means ineffectual 
to oblige his new Friends; it was agreed upon 


between him and Koning/mark, that he ſhould 
at leaſt, perſwade his Father to a Truce of a few 
Days: That, during the Ceſſation of Arms, ne 
the Son ſhould invite his Father to a Banquet, ü 
where Koningſmark ſhould be preſent, with ſome _ 
of the principal Swedes in his Army. All this = 
ſucceeded according to their Wiſhes. The good 
old Man conſented to a Ceſſation of Arms, 


and 


„ _ = 
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and to give Koningſmart a Meeting at his Son's 
& Banquet. The German Gallantry, and indeed that 
of all North W conſiſt much in their exceſ- 
ſtve Drinking: He is eſteemed the moſt polite 
Man who can bear moſt Wine, with leaſt Altera- 
tion of his Temper. This they call Caroufrg. 
he Son had provided Plenty of thoſe Wines 
Which grow on the Banks of the Rhine, efteem'd 
the wholeſomeſt and moſt delicious of all theſe 


| : Parts. It is not neceſſary to repeat particularly 


e firſt Salutes and Addreſſes : Both Parties 


I ſeemed emulous to exceed in Civilities They 
fell to the Wine with Freedom and Mirth, af- 


ter the Manner of the Country. When in the 
W midit of their Glaſſes, whilſt the Heart of the old 
rte was elevated with the Juice of the Grape, 
came into the Room a tall Perſonage all in Ar- 
mour, and making his Obeyſance to the Compa- 
y, delivered a Letter to General Koning/mark ; 
the General having received it, the Stranger was 
invited by the Eleckor's Son to fit down with them. 
le was Maſter of the Feaſt, and only Koning fg 
art and the Stranger, beſides himſelf, were pri- 
y to the Intrigue, + 

The Stranger unbuckled his Helmet, and pul- 


Wing it off (for all the reſt of the Company were 
Fu ncovered, it being the hotteſt Day in all the 
ume) diſcovered a+ Face and Hair, mach like 
Nee of thoſe Ny-mphs deſcribed by Poers and 


ainters. | 

The Duke could not withdraw his Eyes from 
his ſurprizing Beauty, nor fix his roving 
Thoughts: Sometimes it put him in Mind of 


I -:ymede, the diſcarded Minion of Jupiter; but 
annmede, was never ſeen in Armour. Then he 


houg ht of Adonis, then of the Babylonian Pyra- 
ws, the Indian Atys In fine, he run over all the 
celebrated Youths of the Zaff, to match the 

D Beauty 
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Beauty of this illuſtrious Stranger. He drank and 
gaz'd, whilſt his Son and Koning /mark were pleas 
to ſee the Baits take. From ruminating on our 
Sex, he paſs'd to that of Women: and remem. 
bring that in ſome former Battles between the 
Swedes and Germans, ſeveral Ladies had diſguiſed 
themſelves in Armour, and followed General Jr. 
ftenſon to the Field, he concluded preſently, that 
this was ſome beautiful Female of Swedeland. 
This Thought put the old Duke into a pleaſant 


Fit of Raillery, yet not without ſome Mixture of | 
Paſſion for this lovely Heroine, There was ſome- 


thing ſo peculiarly graceful in all her Carriage and 
Addreſs, as charm'd the Elector's Heart. The 
Women in thoſe Parts of Europe, are not fo pro- 
ciſe in their Converſation with Men, as in the Ef. 


And *tis a great Point of Education, ſo to adjuſt 
the Punctilios of their Deportment, as neither to | 
appear too open, nor too reſervd. This was her 
Maſler piece, for ſhe ſo equally divided the Part; | 
ſhe was to act, both of a Maid and Soldier, that 


neither entrenched on the other, but ſhe acquitted 

*herſelf with exquiſite Honour and Gallantry. 
The next Day after the Banquet, the Son re- 

newed his Mediation for a Treaty, but the Elector 


Sem d cold. All his Thoughts were buſied in u- 


Y 2- 
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minating on his fair Enemy. | 
Not to detain thee longer in Expectation of the 
Iflue, the Loye of this young Amazon had taken 


ſo deep Root in his Heart, that he would gran: "i 


nothing but ſor her ſake, neither could he deny 


any thing which ſhe defired. Thus, by this Stra- ⁶ 
tagem, they accompliſh'd their Aims, and he con- 


deſcended to a Treaty, after fourteen Days. Debate 
on the Articles: Of which I here ſend thee a true 


and particular Copy, that thou mayeſt find ſome 


ö 


* 
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Divertiſement in the Folly of the J»fidels. Tbe 


Articles are as follow ; 
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2 HAT it ſhould be lawful for the Dake 
Y « to keep due Faith to the Emperor; 
= «« nor ſhould he be obliged to admit any thing 
4 contrary to the Intereſt of the Empire. 
„That the Elector ſhould not lend the Empe: or 
v above three Regiments of Horſe, nor ſhould 
4 permit him to raiſe Soldiers in his Principality. 
„ That the Swedes ſhould have free and 1 fe 
= «+ Paſlage through Saxony, provided they came 
. not within three Miles of Dreſden. 
That there ſhall be free Traffick between 
4 the Ele&or's Subjects and the Swedes by Land 
and Water. 
I hat at the end of three Menths, each Party 
„ ſhould be obliged to declare, whether they 
4 would prolong the Truce, or break it off. 
= * That the Elector ſhould again enjoy hi: Reve- 
F nues, except thoſe which were drawn f.0:n Leip- 
„ fck. That he ſhould pay the, Swedes Eleven 
; XX « thouſand Rix-Dollars a Month, and a certain 


© © 1 of Corn. 
That the Clector ſhould do nothing which 
might hinder the Siege of Magdeburgh. 


- <E Theſe Articles, at firſt Sight, appeared to be 
equally favourable to the Saxons and to the Sewedgr. 
| but in reality they ſerved only as an Umbrage to 
deeper Deſigns, which the Swedes had in Agit- 
tion. For this was the firſt Step to draw the 
y Saxon off from the Emperor's Party; and Torften/or 

== was now ſecure, that whilſt the Swedes ruſhed 
farther into Germany, the Saxons would not mo- 
leſt them behind. | 

For my Part, I neither underſtand the Poli 

zor the Integrity of the Elector, in ſigning theſe 


4 1 them with any of the reſt: Lo give ſafe Con- 
—_ 2 duct, 


Articles; nor how he can reconcile the firſt of 


5 | & 

52 Letters Writ by Vol III. I 
duct, and kind Entertainment to the Enemies 9 
his Sovereign: To be obliged not to lend him any 
more Aſſiſtance than his Enemies ſhall allow, nor 
ſuffer him to raiſe Forces at his own Charges: 
To be cheated of his own Revenues, and tamely 
yield to pay a monthly Tribute beſides : To be 
tied up from ſuccouring one of the principal 
Towns in his Principality, at that time beſieged 
by the Savedes ; this is a new Method of Keeping 
due Faith to Sowereigns, or of obſerving common : ; 
Prudence for ones ſelf. But Women and Win 
cauſe a wiſe Man to flumble, as the Arabian; ſay. | 
And this old Prince is blefled in a hopeful Son, 
who is not aſhamed to turn Pimp, that fo he may 
betray his Father to his mortal Enemies. But 
let the Chriftians proceed in their Falſhood and 
Treachery one againſt another, whilſt every good 
Mufſulman proſtrates himſelf five times a Day; 
and prays in his Integrity for the Conſummation 
of that Time, wherein God has determined to 5 
put a Period to the Minarchies of theſe Infd:!; 
and to reduce them to the Faith and Obedience 
of his holy Lanv. | 

I wiſh ſome of my Friends would ſend me ſome 
Relation of what paſſes in the Ea I have heard 
nothing of Moment out of 4fa theſe many Moons, 
I could almoſt think my ſelf baniſhed from the 1 
eternal Providence, whilſt I reſide among theſe | 
wuncircumcy/ed. | | 

Think ſometimes on Mahmut ; and if thou 
canſt not relieve his Melancholy, at leaſt Pity | 
him, whom all the Honours and Pleaſures of 
the Meſtern Parts, would not be able to exhila- 
rate, ſo long as he apprehends himſelf forgotten 
by his Friends at Cenſlantinople. , 


4 " x _ 
| | "ris Wen S 4 — In 
* e K * Nee . Og I TI 


= N „ 


Paris, 204 of the 11th Moon, | = 
of the Tear 1045. . = 
LE T- 


Vol. III. 4 Sexy af Pants. z 


4 LET r. 

* 75 Mahummed Hogia, Derviſe, Ere- 
= mit, inbabitant of the Sacred Cave, 
at the Foot of Mount Uricl in Ara- 


bia the Happy. 


H Y Remembrance is as the Dew of the 

Evening, or the Midnight Breezes in 
Africk, after the ſcorching Fervours of a Summer's 
Day, when neither Trees, nor Houſes, nor high- 
eſt Mountains afford any Shadow, Such are the 
Employments of State, keeping the Mind in as 
reſtleſs an Activity, as that which the Pipers 
ſay is the Occaſion of Heat. Such allo is the 
Refreſhment I find in thinking on thee, whoſe 
Soul is a Manſion of Tranquility, an Umbrella of 
Temperance, and all Virtue. Thither I retreat 
for Reſpiration from the Fatigues of worldly Bu- 
fineG. Pardon the bold Acceſs of an humble 
Slave, who cannot be ſo happy as to viſit thee any 
otherwiſe than by Letters, yet would be miſerable 
in the want of this Privilege. 

Ever ſince I had the Honour to kiſs the Duſt 
of thy Feet in that /acred Retirement, 1 was filled 
with Love and Admiration of thy Sanctity. 
Thrice happy are the neighbouring Shepherds, 
whoſe Flocks feed under thy auſpicious Prote- 
tion, No fierce Lions, no ravenous Tigers, 
dare violate that Sanctuary, or hunt for Prey 
within thoſe Meadows, conſecrated by thy Pre- 
lence. That rich and flaw'ry Vale, was firſt {e- 
cured with an eternal Immunity from Spoil and 
Rapine, by the Bleſſing of our holy Prophet. 
Now that Bleſſing ſeems to be redoubled by thy 
Prayers and Abſtinencies, who inheriteſt his 
Spirit as well as his Abode, Twas in that c 

8 D 3 | Cave, 
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Cave, the Meſſenger of God faſted for the ſpace of 
three Moons: Thy whole Life there is one conti- 
nued Abſtinence. When thou lifteſt up thy 
venerable Hands to Heaven in Prayer, the Ene. 
mies of our holy Law are ſeized with Fear and 
Trembling: Thou art the Guardian Angel of the 
Ottoman Empire, Thy Body attenuated with 
twenty Years Faſting, is purified almoſt to Inmmor. 
zality : Thou art become a Denixon among the 
Spirits, Neither the Beaſts of the Earth, nor the 


owls of the Air, nor the Fiſh of the Sea, will 
Sar, A with their Blood. Thy Table never | 
ſmoa 


'd with ſlaughtered Dainties. Every Tree 


with a thouſand harmleſs Delicacies. Thy Thirſt 
is allay'd with the Chryſtal Streams; and when 


thou art diſpoſed to banquet, the Arabian Sheep 


ſupply thee with Near. Thus like a prudent 
Traveller, thou accuſtomeſt thy ſelf before hand, 
to the Diet of the Country whither thou art 
going : Thou liveſt the Life of Paradiſe here en 
rth. * 
Thou art not privy to the Wickedneſs of the 
Age: That Cell guards thee from other Mens 
Vices, while thy incomparable Humility defends 
thee from thy own Virtues. Thou art not puffed 


up with thy fublime Perſections. Pride is a Ser. 
pent which commonly poiſons the Root of the 
faireſt Endowment. But thou haſt cruſh'd this | 


yerpont in the Fig: | 
In that Solitude the dngel opened the Heart of 
took out from thence the 


the Sent of God, and 


Devil Seed- Plat. When Mabmut awaked (for thi 
was done while he lay in a Trance) he ſaid, lam 
a Warm. When Gabriel ſaw his Humility, he 
pronounced a Bleſſing on the Place, That Wo- 
foever would dwell in that Cave, ou be mer! 
4 Abraham, che as Joſeph, and * 4 - 

. ma 0 


affords thee a Feaſt, and the Meadows regale thee 
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X 1Gnael. Thou haſt experienced the Effect of his 
® BenediQtion. 


There is another Happineſs alſo attends thy 


Retirement; thou liveſt free from Cares and An- 
® xieties; thou committeſt the publick Good to the 
Conduct of thy Sovereign, and thy private Wel- 
© fare, to the Protection of Providence; neither 
© diſquieted for the one, nor ſolicitous for the 
other. Who riſes, and who falls, in the Favour 
of the Sultan ; who purchaſes the Government of 
the Empire by their Merits, or who by their Mo- 


ney ; whether it be better to remain in the Sera- 


gli, or to be made Baſſa of Age, are Cares that 


never moleſt thee. Thou canſt ſit in that Sanctu- 


ar of Peace, and pity thoſe. whoſe Ambition, 
and the Love of Glory, has driven into the Toils 


of War. Thou canſt behold with Compaſſion the 
burthenſome Attendants of the Great; tteir La- 
bours by Day, and their Watchings by Night; 
their reſlleſs Thoughts and buſy Actions; mace» 
rated Bodies, and uneaſy Souls 3 while with inde. 
fatigable Pains they purſue mere Shadows, and 
endeavour to graſp the Wind, or ſecure to theme 
ſelves a Bubble, which is no ſooner touched, than 
it vaniſhes. Thou in the mean time art filling 
thy Mind with folid Knowledge, and laying up 
Poſſeſſions which ſhall never be taken from thee e 
For the Soul carries her Goods along with her ta 
that other World. | 

I often wiſh my ſelf with thee ; and the Re- 


membrance of what I once enjoyed in thy Con- 


verſation, cannot be effaced by Diſtance of Time 
and Place. The farther I am from thee, the 
more ardently do I long to ſee thee, But even 
in theſe innocent Deſires, there is a neceſſary 
Mortification 3 fince we are not born for our 
ſolves, but to comply with the my/erious Ends of 
Fate. Iam appointed 5 ſerve the Grand Signior 
| . 4 in 
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in this Place; where I endeavour to ac quit my 
ſelf a faithful Slave, and a good Muſſulman. If | 
fail in the %, my great Maſter will puniſh me; 
if in the /aft, God and his Propbet will revenge it, 
Yet I hope every Frailty will not be eſteemed a 
Tranſgreſſion, ſince the Heart and the Hands gy 
not-always together. I often ſtrive to imitate thy 
Abſtinence, but my Appetites are too ſtrong for 
me: I return to my old Courſe again, like a Bow 
that is forcibly bent. Yet | fin not in this, ſince 
it it not required at my Hands, 


Pray for me, holy Man of God, that while Iaim 
at the beſt Things, I may not fall into the «wort ; | 
and by ſtriving to aim at Perfection, I may not 
crack thoſe Powers which are requiſite to keep me 


ſtedfaſt in the High- way of moral Virtue. I leave 


thee to thy Contemplations, and the Society of 4 


thy courteous Angeli, who ever wait at the Door 
of thy Cell, 


Paris, 20th , the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 
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LETTER. ANU. 
To Uſeph Baſſa. 
Formerly acquaintel thee, That Uladifau:, 


King of Poland, ſought Chriſtina, Queen of | 


Sweden, in Marriage; but that his Propoſal was 
rejected. Now thou may'ſt know that this Mo- 
narch has made a more ſucceſsful Amour, being 
married to Loui/e Marie de Gonzague, Princeſs of 
Mantua, The Nuptial Solemnities were perform'd 
in this City by the Ambaſſador of Poland, who 
was his Maſter's Proxy. Ihe greateſt part of 
the laſt Moon-was ſpent in Masks, Banquets, and 
Court-Revels to honour the Z/pou/als of this 

new 
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new Qreen, who is fince gone towards Poland, 
being attended to the Frontiers by a numerous 
Train of the Nobility, with all the Ceremonies 


4 and Regard due to a Perſon of her Rank. 


The French, who are never ſparing in Words, 


: are too liberal in the Praiſes they beſtow on this 
* Princeſs, For if all were true they ſay of her, ſhe 


might he liſted in the Number of Angels ; whereas 


Z ſome more impartial Eyes have diicovered ſuch 


Imperſections, as ſpeak her yet on this fide a 
$rint, But ordinary Virtues in Princes dazzle the 


1 Multitude, borrowing a greater Luſtre from the 


Nobility of their Blood, and the Eminence of 


their Quality ; whilft their Vices are either ſhrou- 
2X ded from the Vulgar, or made to pafs for Virtues, 
in the artificial Dreſs which Flatterers put on 


them. *Tis under this Advantage the new Queen 
of Poland is ery'd up for a Diana; tho' a late Saty- 
r:/t vindicates her from being half ſo cruel as that 
Goddeſs. It being no Secret that a young Uta/tar 


Marguis had ſomething kinder Uſage than had 


Aftzon, when he accidently encountred this 
Princeſs, as ſhe was walking alone one Evening 
in a Grove belonging to her Palace. 

I am no Patron of Libels; nor would I ſpeak 
irreverently of thoſe whoſe Royal Birth claims 


© Reſpet from all Mortals, Bat the Stupidity of 


the Naxarenes provokes my Pen, who allow their 


Women all the uncontroulable Freedom and Op- 


portunities, that commonly give Birth to the 
moſt irregular Amours, and yet believe em in- 
noocnt, They are perfect Idolaters of that Sex, 
not having learned, with the illuminated Muna. 


mans, That Women are of a Creation inferiour 


to that of Men, have Souls of a lower Stamp, 


and conſequently more prone to Vice; and that 
they ſhall never have the Honour to be admitted 


into our Paradiſe. : 
D 3 | But 
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But thou who believeſt the Doctrines clear 


and intelligibly, and haſt kiſs'd the Garment of 
the Sent of God, wilt not ſuffer thy Reaſon to be 
blinded by the Enchantments of theſe deluding 
fair ones; but fo love Women, as ftill to remem- 
ber thou art a Man, which is ſomething more 
ſublime. 


Paris, 1/t of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


os 
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LETTER XvVIL 
To the Kaimacham. 


TT is hard to gue where che“ French Vittoria | © 
will terminate. Either Fear, or the Defire of 


Novelties, opens the Gates of moſt Cities to 


them; and when that will not do; the Force 


their Cannon makes a Paſſage into the ftrongeſt 


Holds of their Enemies, and puts whole Province; | 


under their Subjection. 

Their Enemies ſay, that the French never be- 
ſiege a Town, but their firſt Aſſaults are made 
with Bullets of Gold ; and when that will neither 


prevail on the Gewvernour, nor win a Party, then 
they only try the Force of the coarſer Metal. Vet 

appear hut a Slander, if thou confidereft 
a late Action of the Duke of Orlcans, when he laß 


this will 
down before Bourbourgh. 


| He had ſcarce finiſhed his Trenches, when the 
next Morning an Arrow was found with a Letter 
_ faſtened to it, not far from his Tent, The Let- 8 
ter was directed to the Duke, and ſubſcribed by 
the Governour of the Town. The Contents of it 
were, to ſignify to him, That if he * = 
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Hy thouſand Pieces 4 Gold, and continue him in, 


his „ he would the next Night open the Gates 


= and let in his Army; and that before Mid-day he 
dual ſend a Meſſenger to know his Pleaſure. The 
Duale waited the Arrival of the Meſſenger, who 
Z ſeconded what his Maſter had ſaid. But the mag- 


nanimous Prince, inſtead of accepting his r 


ſent him back to his Mafer with this Meſſage, That 
= he came not before the Town as a Merchant, to 
= purchaſe it at the my a needleſs Treaſon ; but 


as a Soldier, at the Head of an Army, fluſp'd with 


* continual Viftories ; ſummoning him forthwith to 


ſurrender at Diſcretion, That being the only away ts 
experience bis Generefity. 

This Year has been ſignalized with much Action 
in Flanders, Catalonia, and Italy. The Field was 
ſhared among many brave Generals. | 

The Duke of Orleans had the Command of the 
Army in Flanders, where he took the Forts of 
Vandreval, Bourbourgh, Link, Dringhen, Bethune, 


S. Venant, Gaiſca, Lens, Mardyle, Lillers, Mening, 


and Ar mentiers. r- 

Theſe Places were won by ſeveral Parties, un · 
der the Command of the Mareſchals de Geſtion, 
4 Rantzau,- and the Duke of Guiſe, who all acted 
in ſeparate Bodies, under the Duke of Orleans. 

Nor was the Count 4 Harcourt idle in Catalonia, 
where he ſucceeded in the Charge of the Mare/chal 
de la Mothe, The firſt Effort of his Arms was 
the retaking of Agramont, which the Spaniards 
had ſeized; a ſtrong City, and which kept a 
large part of Catalonia in Subjection 

rom hence he marched towards Rofes, one of 
the moſt important Places for Strength under the 
Spaniſh King's Dominions, and governed by an ex- 
ng dier, who failed not to defend the 
lace to the laſt Extremes, but after a Siege of 
two Moons, was compell'd to yield for want of 
Proviſions, D 6. After 


1 


— — 
— — 


W — 


„ ˙— _ — —— 


> * X 


— — 


— 


— 


8 
— — 


_—_ 


60 Lerrtexs Writ by Vol. IIII. 


Aſter this, the French General cut off ſeven hun- 
dred Spaniards, who were Poſted to hinder his 
Paſſage over the River. The next Day the whole 
Armies meeting in the Plains of Lriorens, there 
was a furious Encounter, in which the Spaniard; 
loſt ten Regiments of Horſe on the Spot ; the 
reſt threw down their Arms and yielded. The 
Marquis of Mortare, one of the Spaniſh Generali, 
was taken Captive with other Perſons of Note ; 
among which was the S!andard. Bearer of Spain. 

Yet this was but the Engagement of one Wing, 
For when the other entred the Combat, the 
Slaughter was dreadful. Of the Spaniards were 
ſlain Six thouſand Horſe, and Sixteen hundred 
Foot; and three and 'Twenty hundred of them 
were made Priſoners. 'The French loſt not above 
Three hundred in all, and they had but a few 
wounded. 

This Battle has brought infinite Glory to the 
Count d"Harcourt. Aﬀer which there happened 
nothing remarkable in Catalonia, fave the taking 
of Balaguier, which is like to end this Year's Cam- 
paign on that Side. 

rince Thomas of Savoy commanded in May, 
but had no great Number of French in his Army, 
the main Body being drawn off to ſerve in Catalo- 
nia. Vet vexed to fee the Succeſs of the Spani- 
ard;, who had poſlefled themſelves of a ſtrong 
Caftle, and kept the Field in Brawaado, as if he 
were not able to face them ; he raiſed ſome Re- 
cruits, and enter'd the Milanexe, where he took 
the City and Caſtle of Yigevano. Aſter this, de- 
ſigning to return into Piedmont, he found all the 
Paſſages block'd up by the Spaniards, who had a 
far greater Army than his. Yet aſſuming Cou- 
rage, he attempted to paſs the River Maura; and 
the Enemy preſenting themſelves to oppoſe his 
Deſign, he gave them Battle, and killed Five 
I hundred 
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hundred and threeſcore of them; among which 
were nine Officers of principal Command and 
Quality: On his ſide were loſt Two hundred 
common Soldiers, and twelve Officers; among 
which was his Brother Prince Maurice of Savoy. 
Theſe are the chief Actions on that Side. As 
ſor Portugal, there has happe ned nothing in that 
Kingdom worthy of Remark, 

I have in this Letter, ſage Governour of the 
Imperial City, obſerved the Method thou enjoyn. 
edit me; 1 have acquainted thee, with whatſo- 
ever has occurred in the preſent Wars of France 
and Spain during this Year. 

"Tis diſcourſed here, that the Yenetians will lay 
Siege to Canea next Spring, in hopes to recover 
that important Place from the Arms of the victo- 
rious Ottomans. 


The 'Duls of Oln will be on his March to 


Flanders towards the latter end of the next Moon, 


reſolving to make an early Campaign, being a- 
larm'd with the late Loſs of Mardyke, which the 
Spaniards took by Surprize, without much Blood- 
ſhed, having not the fourth part of a hundred 
Men killed on their Side. Whereas, when the 
French took it from them, it coſt five thouſand 
Lives of the beſt Soldiers the King of France had 
in his Army. 

The Hour of the Poſt will not permit me to 


ſay more, than that I am the humbleſt of thy 
Slaves, 


Paris, 14th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To Dgnct Oglou. 


Will not make Tryal of the Virtue of Friend. 

ſhip at this Time, in the Way that Philo/ophers 
propoſe to be uſed between ſuch as own that 'T i- ff 
tle. I will not complain of the Dolors I under. 
go, that ſo by making thy Compaſſion ſhare them 
with me, I may eaſe my ſelf, of, a Part. It ap- 
pears to me a puſillanimous, if not an unjut 
Action, for a Man to transfer his Sufferings b / 
diſcovering em to his Friend, and deſigned 7 
throw that upon another, which is ſcarce toler © 
ble to himſelf. 1 

] am fick, and Cuſtom has rendered this al ?s 
moſt as natural to me as Health. My Conſtit- 
tion is not Proef againſt the envenom'd Arrows 
that are ſhot from the Start. Nor am I conſtella- 
ted, to reſiſt the ſecret Contagions that lurk- in 
the Elements, The Herbage of the Field lan- 
guiſhes, when poiſon'd with inviſible Atem, 
from above; and all the Leaves of the Foreſt wi- 
ther, when touched with the baneful Emiſſions of 
certain Meteors, or ſcorched with the winged 
Exhalations of the Night. So our Bodies re. 
ceive a thouſand Impreſſions from-Things with- 
l. out us, and not a few Maladies from our ſelves, 
1 The very Channel of Life proves many Times 
FL the Vehicle of Death, while our Lungs ſuck in 
a. . unwholeſome Airs, and our very Breath becomes 
| our Bane, We have radical Poiſons in our il 
| 
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while we let them lie dormant, yet once excited ü 
by our Paſſions and Vices, they become noxious ⁵ 
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Mind, which I ſuffer not to be torn from itſelf, 
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Death, by unaccountable Diſeaſes, and Pains 
which are under no Predicament. 

This makes me bear my preſent Diſtemper with 
an equal Mind, becauſe I know its Original, and 
"tis not in the Liſt of thoſe Maladies. which have 
no Name: whereby I can eaſily calculate its Du- 
ration, and almoſt point a Day when I ſhall be 
well again. For 'tis in the Number of thoſe, 
Phyficians call Aeute 3 and the Anguiſh it inflicts 
confirms that Title. | 

Take not this for a Complaint, nor what I am 


about to ay for a Paradox, when I tell thee, 


That 1 know not which is greater, my Pleafure 
or Pain, during this excruciating Fever. Theſe 
Afflictions border ſo near upon one another, that 
T find it difficult to diſtinguiſh them. They ſeem 
to be Inmates to each other, and blended toge- 
ther in their Roots. Sure I am, they are ſo twi- 
ſted and interwoven in my Conſtitution, that I 


never felt one without the other. Every Man 


may experience, that his [ſtrongeſt Deſires are 
compounded of theſe two Paſſions, and the very 
Moment of Fruition itſelf, cannot ſeparate them. 
The Minute of Enjoyment is but conſecrated 
to his Loſs, while the Heighth of his Joy is the 
Riſe of his Grief, fince the ſmalleſt Particle of 
Time cannot diſtinguiſh the Liſe and Death of 
his Pleaſure, 

Do but reverſe this Contemplation, and apply 
it to my Sickneſs, and thou wilt find no Riddle 
in my Words, when I aſſure thee, that as the 
Torment of my Fever advances, fo does my Eaſe ; 
Pleaſure and Pain fit and ſhake Hands in my 
Heart, embrace, and equally divide its Sy/fo/e 
and 5 between them. 

Yet 1 muſt needs own, I am indebted for this 
Allay of my Dolors, to the Preſence of my 


or 


r - 


. —_— 
— — 
K — —— 
— * » -- Ip. — 
— — 
* - 


0 — — — — — 


„r 


64 Lerrzxs Vrit by Vol. III 


or carried away by the violent Motion of my agi 
tated Spirits. Were it not for this a Fever would 
prove a Heil upon Earth, and every. Palſe a tor. 
menting Fury, My very Drink (which is all my 
Subſiſtence now) would appear but the loathſone 
Diſtillation of that Tree, whoſe anpalatable and 
ſcalding Gum, is appointed for a Beverage to the 
Damned The ſoſteſt Entertainment of: my Bed, 
while awake, would but be-a Tranſlation of the 
Torments of Ixion and Siſiphus; and the flatter. 
ing Intervals of Sleep, would but renew the Suf- 
ferings of Tantalus, Wheveas now, Whether 


aſleep or awake, my Mind keeping aloft in her 


proper Sphere, buſied in the Contemplation and 


Enjoyment of her ſelf and ſuperiour Objedt, | 


Partakes not in the Fewer of my Body, but as if 
on the cool top of ſome high Mountain, ſurvey; 
all the Valleys beneath, without being ſenſible 
of their raging Heats | 
I owe this 'Tranquillity, in the midſt of bodily 
Perturbations, to the Examples of ancient Phils/6- 
phers, which thou knoweit have far more Influ- 
ence than Precepts. Ever ſince I read that P/:ti- 
nus could chaſe away the racking Tortures of the 
Gout and Stone, by the ſole Force of his Thought, 
I daily try'd the Experiment, ſpurr'd on my Emu. 
tation of his Virtue ; as judging it ignoble in a 
Muſ/ſulman to give the Palm to a Pagan in any 
Point of maſculine Bravery. 

"Tis recorded of the ſame Philoſopher, that by 
the mere Strength and Majeſty of his Mind, he 


diflipated the Enchantments of Apollonius Tyanaus; 


and the infernal Spirits confeſs'd they were baffled 
by that thinking Man: As if his Soul were of the 
Nature of Medu/a's Head, which turn'd all into 

unactive Statues, who did but look on it. 
Surely, great is the Efficacy of Contemplation, 
hinted at in the Arabian Proverb, which * 
He 
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ie that can ſee his own Eyes wwithoat a Glaſs, ſhall 
. able to move the Bulls Horns. Which myſteri- 
Sous Expreſſion is thus interpreted by the learned 
ZAvicen. A Prophet or Spiritual Man, who always 
Tonverſes within, ſhall have Power to ſhake the 
Foundations of the Earth; which, thou knoweſt, 
reſts on the Horns of a Bull, according to the Do; 
Hiriut of the Holy Law-grver. 

I need ſay no more to convince thee, that I 
m in a Fever My thus expatiating and running 
rom one thing to another (when I thought to 
have ſaid all in a few Words) will ſatisfy thee 
hat Temper I am in. Yet recollecting my ſelf 
with Comfort that I know my Diſtemper, I will 
rave Leave to tell thee a ſhort Story of a Man 
ho was ſick for many Years, and yet the able 
WP -y/icians in Paris, could not diicern his Malay. 
= This Perion was an Officer of the City, whoſe 
WBuſineſs 'twas to arreſt Men that were in Debt. 
le was obſerved to be the ſubtleſt of all his Bre- 
hren, and the moſt dextrous at plotting another 


Man's Ruin. This augmented his Eftate, and 


he grew extremely rich. But in the one and for- 
eieth Year of his Age, he was ſeized with an 
unknown Malady, a Diſtemper to which the moſt 


5k i:ful were Strangers. He languiſhed five Years 
in a Condition which moved all Men to Pity. 


t will be tedious for to recount the Symp- 


ioms of his Ilineſs. At length he died; and as- 


ording to his own Will was diſſeded. The 
= '/icians found all Parts of his Body decayed 
and walled ; but when they came to his Head, 
they were above meaſure aſicniſhed to ſee a Neſt 
of Serpents inſtead of Brains, 'This was conclu- 
ded by all to be the Source of his Diſtemper : 
aud People deſcant variouſly on it. Some fay, 


I as a Judgment of God inflicted on him, for his 
Fuel Subtilty, in trapanning Men out of their 


Liberties 
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Liberties by a thouſand Wiles. Others are of 
— — 7 that it is a natural Product, it being 
uſual in ſome Conſtitutions, for this ſort of Crea - 
ture to be bred out of their Vitals, A Merchant 
that had been in Pers told me, that in a Province 
of that Empire, there were People, who by drink- 
ing the Water of a certain River, had Serpents of- 
ten engendered in their Bowels ; that he had ſeen 
one preſented to the King of Spain which was ta- 
ken out of a dead Man's Heart, a Cubit in length. 
He ſaid *twas of a crimfon Colour, without Scales | 
or Eyes; neither was it venomous, This he af 
ſerted very ſolemnly, and with Imprecations. 
J tell thee, dear Friend, if theſe Things be | 
true, who can be ſure he harbours not ſome ſuch *! 
loathſome Inmate in his Body; yet I would not 
have thee grow melancholy upon it, and diſturb 
= Repoſe. The Day wilt come, when we ſhall 
all be metamorp into Worms and Serpents in 
the Grave. ; g N | ; 
In the mean while live thou happily, in the 
Favour of thy Sovereign, in the Enjoyment of t 
Health, the Vigour of thy Senſes, and have ſome. | 
times in thy Thovghts a Man full of Infirmities, 
without murmuring, Mabmut , that loves hu 
Friend in all Conditions, * 


Paris, 26th of the 12th Moen, 
"of the Year 1645. 


4 
YL 
—_ 3 
N 11 
4 
* 
; 1 Th. 
_—_ * 
P * _ 
FG 1 0 1 hy on 
= 5 
* 8 — 9 $ if 2 
48 | | | 2 
\ = r 
. . 2 8 * 2 
- 3 o N 
, 1 l 
, <2 l i 
„ =” * 
«> 
# « 
2 7 


.- 
P = _ * -  —" "= | 
* " 1 * 2 < 8 ot * * 2 
2 ei _— oth” 28 R 2 "ES oe ng 
Fr I. to ont uh 


* 


1 
* 
+ 
. 
PP” 
Mw» 
2 
4 
#4 
1 
£3 
* 
* 
"+ 
+ 
"2 
F 
4 


es. tid Brains... 4 


| 4 | Thos while every Man and every State, are only 


Vol. III. 4 Sor at Pants. 67 


LETTER XIX. 


| Tothe Selictar Aga, or Sword Bearer fs 


his Highneſs. 


Wiſh I could time my Letters fo, as to gratiſy 
all the Minifters of the blefſed Port, by making 


each alternately, the firſt Relater of ſome accep- 
table News in the myſterious Divan, where all 
Human Events are ſcanned with impartial Judg- 
ment. But every Moon does not preſent us with 


Sieges or Battles; neither ean I receive Intell 


; gence of all remarkable Events, ſo ſoon as they 
come to paſs. What I ſhall now tranſmit to 
© thee, is an Account of what has- been omitted in 


my Diſpatches to the other Miniſters. 

Europe is a Field, fertile in „ Tumults, 
Diſorders, and unnatural Wars. No Part of Chri- 
flendom, which is not polluted with Treaſons, 
Perfidies, and Maſſacres 3 no Corner undefiled 
with humane Blood. The Son conſpires the 
Death of him who firſt gave him his Life. The 
Brother lays Trains to enſnare the Partner of his 


© Blood, the Off-ſpring of ber that bare himlelf. 


No Bond of Affection or Tye of Conſanguinity, 
is of Force to reſtrain theſe Iaſideli from purſuing 
each other with Malice. Neither has their Reli- 
gion any more Influence on their Paſſions, than 
the Fables of the ancient Poets, In publick and 
private, all things are governed Intereſt. 


byaſs d by the narrow Principles of Self-Preſerva- 

tion; they abandon the general good of Chriften- 

2 expoſe it as a Prey to the next daring 
vader. 


There 
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There is no Reaſon that we ſhould grieve 2. 


this Folly of the Nazarenes. is from their Im. 
piety and Vices, the Virtue and Wiſdom of the 
victorious Muſſulmans receive the greater Luſtre, | 


who are created to diſplant theſe uncircumciſed, 
and inſtruct the Nations which they poſleſs'd, in 
the Faith free from Blemiſh. 


Vet ſince the Depredations which the Sr 


have made in Germany and Denmark, the neigh- | 


bouring Crowns and States, notwitſtanding theit | 


Inſincerity, have ſeemingly interpoſed their En- 
deavours, to prevent the worſt Effects of a War, 
ſo deſtructive to the common Intereſt of Chriſten. 
dom. Deputies were ſent from all Parts, to Aan. 
ner and Oſnaburgh, with Inſtructions from their 
reſpective Sowereigns, They have ſquandered 
away much time in vain Overtures of Peace ; 


whilſt the Sæbedes daily get Ground on one fide of © 
the Empire and the French are not unſucceſoſul on | 


the other. 

The Enemies of France, ſenſible that they can 
not reduce this Crown by open Force, have Re- 
courſe to Artifice. They endeavour to corrupt 
her Allies, and inſinuate into the Minds of the 
United States of the Low Countries, all thoſe Ap- 


prehenſions which may ſerve to improve the jea- 
Jouſy they had already conceived of the Fend“ 
Neighbourhood: Suggeſting that the Spaniſo M.. 
ther are the only Bar which ſtops the Armies 


of France from over. running Holland, and the 


reſt of the United Provinces In fine, they have 
prevailed on them to enter into a ſeparate 4/- B 
ance, and not to treat in Conjunction with the 


Miniſters at Munſter. 


On the other fide, the French, by their 4 
gents in Holland, endeavour to unmask the Ar- 
tifice of the Spaniards ; repreſenting that they 
have no other Deſign in theſe. ay 2M 
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put to breed an ill underſtanding between this 
4 Crow and the United Protinces, that fo by their 
In Offices, in Time Things may come to a Ru 

fe ture, and the States be deprived of the Friendſhip 
and Protection of France, which alone is able to 


in ſupport that Commonwealth, againſt the Pretentions 
F Jof their old Enemies, the Spaniards. All Europe 
ry js aſtonifh'd to ſee, that notwithſtanding the ut- 


>” | moſt Condeſcenſions of the French Court to con- 


* | Ferre Peace, yet the States, led by their i Deſtiny, 

mould embrace the Propoſals of Spain. This makes 

" great Impreſſion on all the Miziflers aſſembled 

= Wt Munſter and Ofnaburgh, who now conclude, 

iat the Spaniards enly ſeek Occaſions to perpe- 

in Wuite the War in Europe ; that whilſt the Princes | 
pf the Empire are engaged in a Defence of their 

rerritories, and the Swedes and French are buſied 


In purſuing their Conqueſts, they may pick a 
BOuarrel with their new Friends, whom they have 
£-cprived of a more powerful Protection, and re- 
| ttabliſn themſelves in the rewolted Provinces. 4 
ho = The Deputies have had ſeveral Conferences 


p bout this important Affair; and the Reſult of 
: heir Counſels, is to ſolicite the French Court, to 
F ee its vtmoſt Power to prevent the ill Conſe- 
= ww which this /eperate Treaty will bring along 
2 1th it. 
„eri diſcourſed here, that Monfieur de la Tuillerie 
ill be recalled from the Court of Sæuedeland, be- 
e eſteem'd the fitteſt Man to diſſuade the Hollan- 
8 n, from this new Alliance; he having been al- 
5 eady employed in ſeveral Negotiations with the | 
altes, and as well vers'd in the Methods of treat- 
p ng wich that Nation. | 
" 8 This fome judge to be the Reaſon of the Sieur 
oi I 44's being lent to Sawedeland, that he may re. 
ae at Stockbo/m, and continue to act there in the 
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So nice and delicate in this Aﬀair, that all France 
cannot afford another Man duly qualified, to ma- 
nage it with any Probability of Succeſs. If he 
ſhew not more Candour in this Negociation, . an 
he did when he was ſent to mediate a Peace be- 
eweei: Savedel/and and Denmark, he will receive but 
flender Thanks at his Return. But if he ſucceeds, 
tis faid, That Cardinal Mazarini has declared, he 
will merit to be inſtall'd in the Order of the Hoh 
Spirit. I ha ve formerly ſpoke of this in one oſ 
my Letters, as the molt eminent Order of Knights 
hood in France. | 

I wiſh the Chriſtians may ever find Difficulties 
to obſtruct the Meaſures they take to eſtabliſh an 
univerſal Peace, and may continue to amuſe and 
vex one another, *till the Day of the Scourge. 


Paris, 20th of the 11 Moon, 
of the Year 1646. 


LETTER XX. 


Tothe Reis Effendi, PrincipalSecretary 
to the Ottoman Empire. 


* 


1 


T is not yet publickly known what Deſigns 
have moved this Court to order a mighty Fleet 

to be fitted out to Sea; But it is privately whiſ- 
per'd that they will fail to the Levant, to aflilt 
the Venetians againſt the Turks. | 
People diſcourſe variouſly, according to the 
Strength or Weakneſs of their Reaſon ; and 
Five Days ago a old Man went to Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, pretending to ſpeak by Inſpiration : He 
told him, That twas in Ng 2 = to their 
winged 


—— „„ — ed... aro. oo po; 


Vol. III. 4 Sey at Pants 71 


winged Caſtles, (ſo he called the Ships) the Mul- 
titude of their Armies, or in the Treaſures of their 
Money; for a Decree was ſign'd in Heaven againſt 
all the Nations in Europe; that the War was begun 
above, between the Potentates who have the Cufloay 
of Kingdoms and Empires ; that they ſhould ſoon 
{ce the Banner of the Eternal diſplay'd in the Fir- 
mament; that the Stars ſhould fight in their 


Courſes, againſt the avicked Prefeſſors of Chriflia- 


nity ; that the //maelites ſhould come out of their 
Holes, and ſhould flow down like a Torrent from 
the Mountains of the Eaſt, over. running all Chri- 


flendom. In fine, that Germany, France, Italy, and 


Spain, ſhould be laid deſolate, their beautiful Ci- 
ties ſack'd and the Inhabitants led into Captivity, 
that the Pope, with all his Priefts, ſhould be exter- 
minated ; and, that all Nations ſhould embrace 
ane Law. | + 

They put bim in Priſon, but he was found walk- 
ing next Day in the Streets. The Keeper chain'd 
him in Irons, but in the Morning he was ſtanding 
at the Gate of the Priſon, preaching to the People. 


Some ſay he is a Chymifl, and has found out the 


Maſter-Secres; others ſay, He is a Prophet; but 
molt judge him to be a Magician. He ſeems now 
to have loſt his Vigour, not being able to releaſe 
himſelf from the Chains, which faſten him to the 
Ground where he lies, yet he continues to foretel 
the Ruin of Chriftendom. "Tis ſaid he will be ſent 
to Rome, there to receive Sentence of the Holy Fa- 
zher, according to his Demerits. I am no Admirer 
of Viſionaries ; yet there appears ſomething ex- 
traordinary in the Conftancy of this Man. Time 
will demonſtrate, whether he be a true or a falſe 
Prophet. | 
A Courtier came to this City laſt Night from 
Stedeland, who brings Letters from Monfieur Cha- 
nut, which ſay, that he has received great Encou- 
| ragement 
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So nice and delicate in this Affair, that all Fance 
cannot afford another Man duly qualified, to ma- 
nage it with any Probability of Succeſs. If he 
ſhew not more Candour in this Negociation, : an 
he did when he was ſent to mediate a Peace be- 
ewee!: Sevedeland and Denmark, he will receive but 
flender "Thanks at his Return. But if he ſucceeds, 
tis faid, That Cardinal Mazarini has declared, he 
will merit to be inſtall'd in the Order of the Holy 


Spirit. I have formerly ſpoke of this in one of |, 


my Letters, as the moſt eminent Order of Knight- 
hood in France. | 0 

I wiſh the Chriſtians may ever find Difficulties 
to obſtruct the Meaſures they take to eſtabliſh an 
univerſal Peace, and may continue to amuſe and 
vex one another, till the Day of the Scourge. 


Paris, 20th of the 11 Moon, 
of the Year 1646. 
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LETTER XX. 


Totbe Reis Effendi, PrincipalSecretar /, 
to the Ottoman Empire. 7 


T is not yet publickly known what Deſigns 
have moved this Court to order a mighty Fleet 

to be fitted out to Sea; But it is privately whiſ- 
per'd that they will fail to the Levant, to aflilt 
the Yenetians againſt the Turks. | 
People diſcourſe variouſly, according to the 
Strength or Weakneſs of their Reaſon ; and 
Five Days ago an old Man went to Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, pretending to ſpeak by Inſpiration : He 
told him, That twas in vain to truſt to their 
winged 


—_— 5 . Sv * 


| Vol. III. 4 Spy at Paris 71 


winged Caſtles, (ſo he called the Ships) the Mul- 
titude of their Armies, or in the Treaſures of their 
Money; for a Decree was ſign'd in Heaven againft 
all the Nations in Europe; that the War was begun 
above, between the Potentates who have the Cu/lody 
of Kingdoms and Empires ; that they ſhould ſoon 
{ce the Banner of the Eternal diſplay'd in the Fir- 
mament; that the Stars ſhould fight in their 
Courſes, againſt the avicked Profeſſors of Chriftia- 
nity ; that the //maelites ſhould come out of their 
Holes, and ſhould flow down like a Torrent from 
the Mountains of the Eaſt, over. running all Chri- 


flendom. In fine, that Germany, France, Italy, and 


Spain, ſhould be laid deſolate, their beautiful Ci- 
ties ſack'd and the Inhabitants led into Captivity, 
that the Pope, with all his Prieffs, ſhould be exter- 
minated ; and, that all Nations ſhould embrace 
ane Law. | 

They put bim in Priſon, but he was found walk- 
ing next Day in the Streets. The Keeper chain'd 
him in Irons, but in the Morning he was ſtanding 
at the Gate of the Priſon, preaching to the People. 
Some ſay he is a Chymifi, and has found out the 
Maſter-Secres; others ſay, He is a Prophet; but 
molt judge him to be a Magician. He ſeems now 
to have loſt his Vigour, not being able to releaſe 
himſelf from the Chains, which faſten him to the 
Ground where he lies, yet he continues to foretel 
the Ruin of Chriftendom. "Tis ſaid he will be ſent 
to Rome, there to receive Sentence of the Holy Fa- 
zher, according to his Demerits. I am no Admirer 
of Viſionaries; yet there appears ſomething ex- 
traordinary in the Conftancy of this Man. Time 
Mtg og, whether he be a true or a falſe 

rophet. 

A Courtier came to this City laſt Night from 
Stedeland, who brings Letters from Monfieur Cha- 
nut, which ſay, that he has received great Encou- 
ragement 


752 Letters Mrit by Vol III. 


ragement to hope for the Ships which he was tg 
buy in Swwedeland. Thou haſt already heard, that 
Mon ſicur la Juillerie, Ambaſſador from this Croton 
to Queen Chriſtina, was thought the only proper 
Inſtrument to diſſuade the United States of the 
Low Countries, from entring into a ſeparate J 
with Spain ; and that therefore Monfieur Chany 
was ſent to reſide in his Abſence at Szockholm, to 
obſerve what paſſes, and to continue tbe 41/;an:; 
between the two Cydaunt. 

This Minifter arrived in Swedeland, the 15th 
Day of the Moon of December, in the laſt Year; 
where Monfeur la Tuillerie, had prepared all thing: 
ready for a ſpeedy Diſpatch of his Negotiation : 
having the Day before hi Arrival made known 
to that Court the Pleaſure of the King of Franc, 
and the Queen Regent, whole Letters were receiv' 
by 2ueen Chriflina, with all the Marks of Royal 
Affection; ſhe telling the 2 that ſhe in- 
finitely honoured the Perfons of the King and the 
Queen Regent; and, that ſhe would give them ſuch 
Proofs of the Integrity of her Friendſhip, as 
would demonſtrate, That ſhe was ſenſible of her 
Obligations to them, for what they had contri 
buted to the good Succeſs of her Aﬀairs : And 
that there was nothing more dear to her, or more 
fixed in her Reſolution, than to conſerve inviola- 
bly the League that was between them. She far- 
ther told the Ambaſſadors, that it was with no or- 
dinary Complacency ſhe now beheld two Min:/er: 
of France in her Court, after ſhe had been without 
any for a long Time, In fine, ſhe aſſured them, 
That whatſoever could be ſpared from the neceſ- 
ſary Defence and Service of the Kingdom, whe- 
ther Ships, Arms or Men, ſhould not be wanting 
to the Aid of the King of France. 

Buy this thou mayeſt perceive, That though the 
King of France has powerful Armies by Land, 


yet 
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yet he is deſective in Naval Forces: Or, if he has 
Ships enough to defend his own Realms by“ Sea, 
and to ſerve as Convoys to his Merchants, it mutt 


be concluded, that ſome foreign Expedition is 


* defign'd, which has put him upon this extraor- 
dinary Method to encreaſe his Fleet. 

I thought it highly neceſſary to acquaint thee 
With this Paſſage, that the Miniſters of the Port, 
auguſt and ever happy, may conſult what Mea- 


ſures to take with this Prince, if it be true, That 


he deſigns to break the League which he made 
with Sultan Ibrabim four Years ago. There is but 
little Confidene to be repoſed in the moſt ſolemn 
Oaths of Chriſtian Monarchs, who hold not them- 
ſelves obliged to keep Faith with thoſe whom 


they eſteem Infidels ; and, thou knoweſt, that is 


the beſt Tizle they can afford the Ob/erwvers of the 
moſt perfet Law in the World, Yet the French, 
among all the Nations of the Mas, ſeem to bear 
the greateſt Reipe& to the Ottuman Empire. But 
they are inconſtant and changeable, which is an 
Argument of Inſincerity. They are very prompt 
and warm in contracting Friendſhips, and as rea- 
dy to infringe thoſe ſacred Bonds, on the leaſt Oc- 


caſion, eſpecially where Intereſt and Ambition 


have the Aſcendant. 

The Venetian Refgdent at this Court makes daily 
Viſits to the Queen Regent, and has frequent Con- 
ferences with Cardinal Mazarini. Many Couriers 


pats between Munſter, Stockho/m, and this City. 


Yeſterday one arrived from the Venetian Ambaſ. 
ſador at Munſter, giving an Account that the Se- 
cretary of that Embaſſy, whom he had ſent to 
Queen Chriſtina, was return'd with the Promiſe 
of eight Ships of War, lent by the Queen to the 
Republick, to aſſiſt them againſt the All conquer- 
ing Muſulman. 
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It ſeems as if Sweden were become the com- 
mon Ar/enal of Europe, from which the other 
Kingdoms are ſupply'd with all the Inſtruments 
of War. But what is moſt obſervable, is, that the 
Venetians obtain'd not this Favour, without the 
Mediation of the French Minifters at Stockholm. By 
which it ſeems evident, that this Court has new] 
enter'd into a private League with the Republick ; 
and that they deſign to ſurprize the Ottoman; 
with ſome ſudden Enterprize by Sea. 

I ſhall not let a Moment eſcape which may 
preſent me with the leaſt Opportunity, to diſco- 
ver what is in the Hearts of the »fidc/s. 

If thou wilt favour me with thy Inſtructions, 
I ſhall make the fafer Steps. God, whoſe Eye 
penetrates into all Obſcurities, enlighten us with 
a Ray to that Wiſdom, which once revealed to 
his Mefenger the ſecret Conſpiracy of the Core!'s 
when they plotted to dettroy the Temple built 
without Hands. | 


Paris, 17th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1646. 


\ 


— 
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LETTER XXI. 


To William Voſpel, a Recluſe at Hal- 
meritadt in Auſtria. 


Received thy Letter with abundance of Com- 
placency, in that it argues the Continuance 

of thy Friendſhip; and that I trace therein no 
Footſteps ef an angry Pen, notwithſtanding the 
Liberty I tcok to deſcant on thy manner of 
Life. On the contrary, then ſendeſt me an Apo- 


logy 
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logy full of Meekneſs. Thy Reaſons have a mar- 
vellous Force in them; they ſeem to ſpring from 
2 Soul vegete and living, and yet dead to Paſſion. 
Thou almoſt perſuadeſt me to affect a monaſflick 
Life, which may not unfitly be term'd a ſociable 


3 Holitude. 


I much admire what thou ſay'ſt concerning Si- 


* Lnce, and wiſh I could practile that paſſue Ver- 


tue. It is the firſt Step of Wiſdom, the Nurſe of 
Peace, and the Guardian of Vertue. Words do 
but ruffle and diſcompoſe the Mind, betraying 
the Soul to a thouſand Vanities. Therefore Py- 
thagoras enjoyn'd his Diſciples five Years Si- 
lence, before he admmitted them to his -y/erious 
Philefophy. 

But tell me why thou didſt not rather chuſe 
to live in a Deſart remote from Men, where 
thou wouldſt have no Temptation to ſpeak, un- 
leſs thou wert diſpoſed to hold a Conference wiih 


the Trees or Beatts, or hadſt a mind to ſport thy 


ſelf, and have thy Words retorted by mocking 
Echo's ? If a Recluſe Life be thy Choice, for the 
fake of Contemptation, I would adviſe thee to 
turn Hermit. But perhaps thou dareſt not ven- 
ture thy ſelf among the Satyrs of the Wilderneſs, 
or thon art afraid of the Wild Beaſts. As for the 
firſt, they are either the Dreams. of Poets; or if 
there be any ſuch Beings in reality, they will not 
hurt thee, fince thou voluntarily forſakeft the 
Company of Men, to become a Sylvan, a 


they are. As for the latter, I muſt confeſs, s 


cannot diſcammend thy Fear, there being nl 
Friendſhip or Intelligence common between uo 
and the Lyons, Tygers, Bears, c. of the Foreſt.s 
Yet I can tell thee for thy Comfort, that by 
long and aſſiduous Practice, the fiercelt of theſe 
Creatures have been taught to converſe with 
Men, to obey their ou mands, and to perform 

A the 


76 Letters Writ by Vol III. 


the Parts of diligent Servants, and faithful 
Friends, 

This Wilderneſs will afford thee a fair Opportu- 
pity of ſtudying the Natures of Plants and Ani. 
mals, the various Alterations in the Elements, the 
Influence of the Winds and Rains, Meteors ard 
Exhalations, with many other Secrets which are 
hid from the greateſt part of Men, who are hu. 
ried alive in populous Towns and Cities, baniſh'd 
from the Familiarity of their Mother Earth, and 
moſt of her genuine Products. 

In the Deſart, the unforced Harmony of Birds 
Mall lull thy Soul in innocent and grateful Slum- 
bers; the gentle Winds ſhall waft immortal 
Whiſpers to thy raviſh'd Ears, breathing unutter- 
able Seunds from Paradiſe. The murmuring 
Streams ſhall warble forth their ſoſt and {ſweet 
eternal Stories, All ſhall conſpire to ſerve thy 
Contemplation, and to tranſport thy Mind with 
aired Ecſiafies, 

If after all this thou ſhalt prefer the monaſtic 
Encloſure, follow thy Reſolution, and be happy, 
Only remember, That though thy Body be ſhut 
up Within thoſe Walls, yet if thy Mind ſtraggle 
in vain and worldly Thoughts, thoy art no long- 
er a Recluſe. Adieu. 


Paris, 25th of the 24 Moon, 
gf the Jear 1646. 


— 
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| LETTER XXII. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


F all be true that I have Reaſon to ſuſpect, thou 

3 I wilt ſind a warm Divertiſement at Sea this 

* Spring. Though the Europeans have ſeem'd flow 

in their Preparations to aſſiſt the State of Venice, 

ſuffering their ſeparate Intereſts to ſuperſede the 

Care of that Republick, yet now they turn their 

Eyes thither. Their Backwardneſs hitherto is 

owing to the Secrecy with which our ſage Empe- 

ror meditated the preſent War. His Counſels 

were never whiſper'd out of the Seraglio, till the 

ſame Winds tranſported the News, which waſted 

our invincible Fleet to the Shore of Candy. Now 

they behold the Ocean cover'd with the Ships of 

the Eaflern Empire, Fear ſurprizes them; the Prin- 

ces of the Nazarene; tremble. They look no long- 

er on the Republick of Venice with the Eyes of En. 

vy, becauſe of her Preheminence in 'Traffick, but 

with another Regard : They conſider her as the 

Bulwark of Chriftendom, the only Bank W which 

has hitherto ſtemm'd the Tide of the O:toman 

Puiſſance, and ſtopp'd eur victorious Armies from 
overflowing all Europe. 

I have informed the Reis Efendi, of what I 
knew concerning the nava Forces which are fit- 
ting out in ſeveral Parts of the North and Weff, 
to aid the Yenetians ; but I have not told him 
what the Chriſtians ſay of thee, neither am I 
willing to believe it. They ſpeak of thee, as of 
a Man net more difficult to corrupted, than 
was thy Predeceſſor, who was ſtrangled by the 
Order of the Sultane/ſs Mother. This Cenſure, I 
hope, is an Effect of their Impotence ; while 

E 3 they 
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they flatter themſelves with the Imagination of 
bribing him, from whoſe Courage and Fortune 
they can expect nothing but Defeats. 

'They truſt much in the Force of thy Birth and 
Education, and diſcourſe of a certain magical 
Character, imprinted on thy Soul, when thou 
waft baptized, which, they ſay, indelisble : and 
they promiſe themſelves, that thy native Chriſtia- 
nity has more Influence on thy Heart, then for. 
ced Circumciſion ; and that thou wilt not fight 
with any Zeal, againft Men of the ſame Princi- 
ple, as tMoſe who gave thee thy Breath. But they 
confide more in the Charms of their Gold, with 
which they defign to bribe thee. In fine, they 
drank Healths to the Honeft Renagado, So they 
term him, who commands the whole Fleet of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

I do not give Credit to theſe Calumnies, ove 

nds to boaſt of thy Integrity. o 
— | counſe! thee, by — 5 Ser- 
vice to thy Maſter, to give the Lye to theſe b 
And ſuffer not that, which at preſent may be but 
a bare Suſpicion, to be improved by thy Neglett 
or Cowardice, into a palpable Evidence, that 
thou art falſe and perfidious to the Supreme Lord 
of the Globe. 


Paris, 6th of the 34 Mon, 
. of the Tear 1646. 
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LETTER Min. 
To Adonai, à Jew at Venice. 


OW thou art fix'd, 'tis time to write to 
thee. Thou haſt been a Rambler theſe 
three or four Years, and no Body knew were to 
find thee. I heve received eleven Di/patches from 
thee, ſince thy firſt Departure from Genoua ; 
wherein thou halt informed me of many Paſlages 
cf State, Now I deſire thee to ſend me ſome 
Remarks of the different Nature of the People 
thou haſt ſeen, their various Cuſtoms and Laws 
with whatſoever was worthy Obſervation in thy 
Travels. ? 
Ttaly is a fair Field, yet produces Darnel as well 
as wholeſome Corn. It is a beautiful Garden, yet 
bears Aconite intermix'd with her Reſes : Great 
Virtues, and no leſs Vices, This Region is famous: 
for the Wiſdom of its Inhabitants, and for their 
Proverbs : It is the Arabia of Europe, in many 
Senſes3 yet much leſſen d in its own Renown, fimce 
the Decline of the Roman Empire. The Goths and 
Vandals turned all into Deſarts where they came, 
and have left ſuch Impreſſions of their Northern 
Barbariſm behind them, as made the People they 
conquer'd half Savages. Hence came the general 
Decay of Learning and Knowledge in theſe fn 
Parts : Hence the Corruption of ancient Man- 
ners. The Great, the Noble, and the Wiſe, 
bowed under the Yoke of their New Maſters, 
learned their Faſhions, and gloried in their 
Shame. Their Examples influenced the Vulgar ; 
Debauchery became modiſh and authentick. '1'hus 
a general Depravation of ' priſtine Integrity took 
Place, and Men became vicious by a Law. 
E 4 Neither 
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Neither has Wickedneſs planted it felf only in 
Europe: The Sea could not ſtop this boundleſs 
Evil. Ala is inſected alſo, and the Vice of [al 


8 


——ů— 


15 tranſported te the Empire of the true Believers, 
Thou haft ſeen all the chief Cities between the 
Alps and Rhegium, which is the utmoſt Angle of | 
Italy, to the South: Tell me, whether Sodom | 
could exceed any of them in Licentiouſneſs : We | 


will not except even Rome, the Seat of the Chri- 
flian Mufti. Theſe Uncircumciſed have learned 
of thy Nation, to call the ancient Philoſophers, In- 
fidels, But had any of thoſe Sages lived to ſee the 
Abominations of the modern» Nazareans, they 
would have deſpiſed the Faith which produced no 
better Works, 

Adonai, put in Practice the Import of thy Name, 
be Lord of thy ſelf; and if thou ſtumbleſt at the 
Light of the Muſſulmans, walk in that of Moyes 
but ſhun the Paths of the Chriſtians : for they are 
enveloped in Darkneſs, and grope at Mid- day. 
Live according to Reaſex, and thou ſhalt be happy. 
Adieu. 


Paris, 18th of the 34 Moon, 
of the Tear 1646. 


LETTER XXIV. 
T; Muſtapha, Berber Aga, 


HE preſent War of Candy is like to ren- 

der that //ard as much the Subject of the 
World's Diſcourſe, as it was formerly famous, 
for being the Cradle of Jupiter. In thoſe Days 
it was called Crete, much celebrated in the 
_ Writings of the Greek Poets, Aſterwards it 
became 
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* became a Province of the Roman Empire i then of 
the Grecians; next it ſubmitted to the Saracens. 
But in the Time of the Chriſtian Expeditions in 
* Paleſtine, when Baldwin, Earl of Flanders was 
* crown'd Emperor of Conſtantinople, this Mand came 
into his- Poſſeſſion, which he gave to a certain 
= valiant Commander in his Army, a Man of a no- 
ble Deſcent, of whom the Venetians purchaſed it; 
and in their Hands it has continued ever fince: 
But now, in all Probability it will be the Prize of 
Arme, which nothing ſablunary can reſiſt. 


The Poſts from Laly and the Sea Coaſts of this 


Kingdom confirm each others News; all a- 
= greeing, That notwithſtanding the utmoſt Efforts 
= of the YVenetians and Candiots, to hinder the Re- 
lief of Canea, yet our General is got into that 
Haven with vaſt Quantities of Proviſions, and a 
ſufficient Reinforcement of Men. They add, 
that Forty Thouſand of our Soldiers have made a 


2X Deſcent in another Part of the Mand, have 


= gain'd the Forts of Ciſternes Colmi, and Bicorno, 
and were on their March towards Suda, with a 
=2 Deſign to beſiege that Place. They accuſe our 
= General of barbarous Cruelty, in that he cauſed 
Fixe of the principal Neblemen of that Kingdom 
to be put to Death, becauſe they refuſed to betray 
their Country, or enter into the Intereſts of the 
= Grand Signior. | 


g ! 
I muſt confeſs, magnificent Aga, that what- 


: ever may be ſaid in Commendation of this Gene- 


raÞs Policy and Fidelity to his Maſter ; it is vs 
Argument of the Gocdneſs of his Diſpoſition, 
I rather admire the Temper of the Duke of Or- 
hans, who, when Graveling was furrendred to him, 
juſt as he enter d the Town, was heard to ſay theſe 
Words; Let us endeavour, by generous Ackions, 
to win-the Hearts all Men; ſo may <ve hope 
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for a daily Victory. Les the French] learn from ny, 


mow I put thee in a Capacity to 
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this new Way of Conqueſt, to ſubdue Men by Mercy 
and Clemency. 

Theſe are heroick Sentiments, and agree wel 
with the Character of this Prince, who is ſaid ne. | 
ver to have been the Author of any Man's Death, 
nor to have revenged himſelf of any Injury; vet. 
a valiant Soldier, an expert Commander, and 10 
bad Politician. THF 

It is not hid from the Court, with what 2 
matchleſs Virtue he diſmiſ'd a Gentleman that 
was hired to murder him. This afin was ſul. 
fer'd to paſs into the Duke's Bed-Chamber one 
Morning early, pretending Bufineſs of great Mc. 
ment - from the » As ſoon as the Duke cal 
his eyes on him, he ſpoke thus; / know thy Bij. 
neſs, Friend; thou art ſent ta take away my Lift: 
What hurt have I done thee? It is now in my 
Power, with a Word, to haue thee cut in Pieces bt: 
fore my Face, But I pardon thee ; go thy way, i 
and ſee my Face no more. | | S, 

The Gentleman, ſtung with his own Guilt, 
and aftoniſh'd at the excellent Nature of this 7 
Prince, fell on his Knees, confeſsd his Deſign, 
and who employ'd him: And having promiled 
eternal Gratitude for this Royal Favour, depart 
ed without any other Notice taken of him; and 
fearing to tn France, enter'd himſelf into 

the Service of the Sanjſb King. It was his For- 
tune afterwards to encounter the Duke of Orlean, 
in a Battel in Flanders. The Duke, at this Inſtant, 
was 5 with a Croud of Germans who ſur- 
rounded him, and, in the Conflict, he loſt by 
Sword. Which this Gentleman perceiving, nim 
bly ſtepp'd to him, and deliver'd one into the 
Duke's Hands, faying withal, Now reap the Fruit 
of thy former Clemency. Thou ave me my Life, 

efend thy oxon. The 
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5 Prince, by this means, at length eſcaped the Dan- 
ger he wasin ; and that Day the Fortune of War 
Vas on his fide. The French had a conſiderab e 


Victory. : 155 
Thou ſeeſt by this, that heroick Actions have 


| 5 ſomething divine in them, and attract the Favours 
oſ Heaven, No Man ever was a loſer by good 
* Works ; for tho" he be not preſently rewarded, 


yet in Tract of Time ſome happy Emergency or 


© other ariſes to convince him, 1hat wertuous Men 


are the Darlings of Providence. 

Thou that art near the Perſon of the Crand 
Signior, may ſt find an Opportunity to relate this 
Story to him, which may make no unprofitable 


© Impreflion on his Mind. Princes ever ſtand in 


need of faithful Monitors, 
Adieu, great Miniſter, and favour Mabmut 


? with the Continuance of thy Protection and 


Friendſhip. 


Paris, 25th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1646. 


—— A 


LETTER XXV. 
To Naſſuf, Baſſa of Natolia. 


1 Received thy Letter as an Argument of the 
Continuance of that Friendſhip which was 
between us, when we lived together in the Sera. 
glio. Since that time thou and I have been em- 
ployed abroad, in different Services of our 4. 
guft Emperor, who has now rewarded thy Fidelity 
with a Command ; which if it be not adequate 
. thy Merit, is nevertheleſs agreeable to thy 


es, 
E 6 
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I. congratulate thy Honour, and wiſh thee a 
radual Increaſe of it; for ſudden and violent 

Leap: are dangerous. But our glorious Sultan 
diicovers his Abilities in nothing more eminent), 
than in adapting Places of 'Truft to the Deſert, 
and Capacities of his faithful Slaves. So that if 
he ſhould in Time think fit to exalt thee to 
the higheſt Dignity in the Sate, we might from 
the Choice of ſo wiſe a Prince preſage thee a 
better Fortune than beſel one of thy Name, in the 
Reign of Sultan Achmet III. who from a Slave ſold 
in the Market for three Sequins, was advanced to 
an Honour too weighty for his Virtue ; being 
made Vizir Azem, and Lord of the moſt delici. 
ous Province in Afia. But being ambitious of 
abſolute Sovereignity, he p'otted Treaſon againſt 
his Mafter, which being diſcover'd, the fatal Firn 
was ſign'd, and all his Deſigns were ſtifled with a 
Bow-ſtring. 

By this thou may'it comprehend, how neceſlary 
it is for Princes not not to over-load any Man with 
Dignities, beyond the Proportion of his Humibty 
and Faithfulneſs. Yet Rewards well placed, give 
new Vigour to the Endeavours of a Slave, where. 
as when good Services are ſlighted, it does but 

uench the Ardour with which they were per- 
orm'd. Few Men are ſo ſpiritual; as to do great 
and heroick Things, purely for the ſake of inter- 
nal Complacency, And Idoubt not but the Dect: 
themſelves, in ſo freely ſacrificing their Lives for 
their Country, had Regard to human Glory. 
Even Seneca, whom one would take for the moſt 
mortify'd Staict of that Age by his Writings, yet 
is conceived to have found more Encouragement 
in the Treaſures of Gold, with which Nero's 
Bounty had fill'd his Coffers, than all his Morah, 


of which he had ſuch reſigned Sentiments, and 


elegant Expreſſions. 
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What I have ſaid, thou haſt Wiſdom enough 
to apply to thy ſelf, without being vain. glorious: 
Let thoſe whom thou employeſt in any meritori- 
ous Services, and who diſcharge their Truſt well, 
be encouraged with the ſame Proportions of 
Bounty. Munificence will not only add to thy 
Glory, but alſo advance thy Intereſt, fince thou 
wilt ever have Occaſion for thy Stawves And he 
who has once taſted thy Liberality as a Reward 
for any eminent Performance, had he no other 
Motive than the Pleaſure of renewing fo profita- 
ble an Experiment, will freely his Life to 
ſerve thee in an Extremit. 

This Method thou wilt find of no ſmall Uſe to 


thee, in the Wars to which thou art going, where 


it will be neceſſary for thee to recompence the 
leaſt fingular Bravery of the meaneſt Soldier, not 
only with Applauſe, but with ſome Preſerment in 
the Army. This will not only prove a Spur to 
others, but even to the Perſon fo rewarded ; and 
put him upon new Efforts of Courage, to attract 
the Eyes of his munificent General. 'This will be 
the way for thee, in time, to have an Army com- 
poſed of all Captains, or Men qualified for ſuch. 
Vet let not this diminiſh the Severity of that 
Diſcipline, which is requiſite to retain a proſpe- 
rous Army in their Obedience. I counſel thee to 
be ſtrict in requiring the leaſt military Duty, and 
induſtrious in performing thy own Part, which 
will be an Example to the reſt ; yet rather be for- 
ward to lead in Labours, than in Dangers: In re- 
gard thou wilt be more ſerviceable in a Battle, 
y thy. Counſels and Orders, than by perſonally 
entering the Combat. In all Things prefer the 
Welfare of the Ottoman Empire, to whatfoever 
ele is moſt dear to thee, even to thy own Honour, 
Life. yet ought to be dearer to thee than thy 
ife, | 


I 
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If thou thinkeſt I have taken too much Liberty 
to adviſe thee, accuſe thy ſelf for having honour'd 
me with thy Friendſhip, which. admit- of no 


. Reſerves in Converſation, 


Paris, 7th of the 4th Moon,. 
of the Year 1646. 


s. * 


LETTER XXVI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


T is a vaſt Diſappointment to the Venetian 
that our General in Candy has ſo opportunely 
revictuall'd Canee and increas'd the Garriſon there, 
Morsfni is blam'd for this, by thoſe that wiſh him 
no Good. What will not envy ſuggeſt, when it 
beholds a Man on the Top of Honour ? This Ge- 
neral, to give an Enemy his Due, is a Man of 
Spirit and true Fortitude ; neither courting, nor 
ſhunning Dangers in the Service of his Country; 
but when once engaged in Perils for that Cauſe, 
he is fearleſs as a Lion. If he has not hitherto 
had Occafion to give the State ſo deſperate a Proof 
of Loyalty, as one did the Roman Curtius (who 
bravely gallop'd into the bottomleſs Chaſm to pa- 
cify their angry Gods ;) yet he has often demon- 
ſtrated, that his Courage and Fidelity come not 
ſhort of the ancient Heroes, In a Word, he has 
done too much for the Republick of Venice, to e- 
ſcape the Spleen of other Grandees. All muſt be 
Generals, or the War will not proſper, Each 
Man's Ambition dictates this to the State, that a 
Man of Conduct would ſoon expel the Twrks out 
of that Maud: Thus in his Conceit, laying 2 

Train for his own Promotion, 
Would'it 
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Would ſt thou know * Crime, that 
excites all this Paſſion? To ſpeak the Truth, it 
was an overſight advantagious to the Ottomans. 
He put out with his whole Fleet to Sea, and left 
the Port of Canea open. By which means, three 
of our Ships got in with Plenty of Proviſions. 
So that the Town is now in a Condition to ſu- 
ſtain a long Siege, and the Yenetiens deſpair of 
ever recovering it. Yet Merofin: has made fo 
plauſible an Apology, that the Senate have acquit- 
ted him, not judging it conſiſtent either with Ju- 
ſlice ot their Intereſt, to ſuffer one Miſcarriage, 
the Effect of a fair Intention, to out-weigh his 
numerous Merits and Services. For, the Occaſion 
of his thus ſuddenly abandoning the Avenue of 
that Haven, was, to chaſe ſome of our Veſſels, 
then 'Sail; not many Leagues off; and the 
taking of thoſe Veſſels, on Board of which were 
abundance of $/aves,: juſtified to the Senate the 
Truth of his Pretenſions. However, there afe 
not wanting ſuch as ſay, he held a private Cor- 
reſpondence with our Genera/ : Others, that the 
preſent Governouy of Canea has formerly taken 
Captive' at Sea'a Son of Morofini's, whom he now 
offer d to reſtore, in caſe he would withdraw his 
Ships from before the Haven for a few Days.. I 
know not how far this may be credited. But'tis 
4 certain Truth that Morofini has his Son again, 
and he defended himſelf by pleading, that he re- 
deem'd him by exchanging a Mahometan Captive 
- equal Quality, whom he had aboard his 


P- | 

And thou knoweſt, that this manner of Bar- 
ter is lawful in War. Adonai the Ferv ſends me 
this Intelligence, and I dare believe him. For 
ſince the Inſtructions I ſent him to Genova, he 
has taken care to aſcertain his Reports. I wiſh it 
were as true, that Morofini could be prevailed 


133 
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on to accept the Friendſhip of the /ub/ime Port. 
But the Character of that General gives me no En- 
couragement to hope for ſo fortunate a Treachery, 
from his ſevere Virtue. | 

However, I will hope and believe, that the 
eternal Patron of true Believers, will give ſuch a 
happy Iſſue to the Ortoman Arms in Candy, and 
all other Parts, as ſhall diſpoſe the Nazarene that 
remain unconquer'd, to honour HIM whom they 
have hitkerto deſpiſed and b!aſphemed ; even the 
Prophet, who could neither write nor read. 


Paris, 71h of the 4th Moon, 
of =, Year. 1646. 


_ _— 


LETTER XXVIL 


To Cara Hali, @ Phyſician at Con- 
ftantinople, 


HE Time of the Year. is now come, where- 
in the Earth turns her inſide out, and Na» 
ture calls forth. the hidden Virtues of that Ele- 
ment, to grace the World with an infinite Variety 
of pleafant Forms and Colours, The Eye is loſt 
in Ech a Crowd of different Beauties, and every 
Senſe is raviſt'd with delightful Objects. The 
dung Men and Virgins throng the Fields, to be- 
Bold the Reſurrection of Flowers and Herbs; and 
the Old feel new Vigour ſpringing in their Bodies, 
as though they had been in. Medea's Cauldron, 
Even Mahbaut himſelf who bas droop'd all the 
Winter, now begins to lift up his Head, and par- 
take in the common Reſtauration of all Things, 


I 
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If 1 am capable of gueſſing at the Occaſion of 
my frequent Sickneſs, I believe it may in part be 
* attributed to the want of freſh Air, in the place 
Where I lodge. There is a vaſt Difference be- 
* tween the Streets of Paris, and thoſe of Conſtan- 
ef tinople I ſeem to my ſelf to be buried alive in 
this cloſe City, where my Chambor-Window af- 
ſords me no farther Proſpect than I can ſpit; 
whereas in Conſtantinople the Gardens are fo in- 
termix'd with Houſes, that it looks like a City in 
the midſt of a Foreſt ; and by the Advantage of 
its Situation, is always refreſhed with Breezes 
from the Sea. 

Beſides the Impurity of theſe Infidelſs, who emp- 
ty all their Filth in the Streets, ſo that the Dirt 
of Paris may be ſmelt ſome Miles off; the Un- 
cleanneſs of their Diet, contributes in no ſmall 
meaſure to my Diſtemper; being forced either to 
feed on Fleſh with the Blocd in it, or live on 
Herbs. They laugh at the Niceneſs of the Mf 
ſulmans, who will eat no Meat that was knock d 
down or ſtrangled, They ſeem to be greedy of 
Blood, ſaving it in Veſſels, and mixing it with 
Flower of Wheat, make a certain Bread thereof, 
which they devour without the leaſt Squeamiſh- 
neſs. A true Believer would tremble at the Sight 
of ſuch Impiety. I tell thee, it is impoſbble to 
live among them and not be polluted : They 
have no Method of Purification, They wallow, 
and hug themſelves in their Uncleanneſs : They 
are worſe than the Beaſts. | 

Now the Spring has provided a new on 
wherein there is no Impurity, I am reſolv'd to 
live like a Muſulman, and conform to the Pre- 
cepts of our holy Law-giver ; who when he beholds 
my Zeal and Abſtinence, will ſend the Angel of 
Health from his Paradiſe, to repair my decay'd 
Conſtitution, 

The 
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The French Philoſophers are buſied in an inqu. 


fition after certain kinds of Birds, which fon 


the ſecond Day of this Moon they ſay are not 


to be found in the whole Kingdom, though the | | 


Woods and Fields were full of them during the 
Winter. Some are of Opinion, That they fly to 
the Moon; aſſerting, that if their Wings will but 


carry them beyond the magnetick Force of the | 


Earth, it will be no Pain to glide through the 


upper airy Region, *till they arrive within the | 


attractive Energy of that Planet, where they will 
natur ally ſeek Reſt. Others, with more Probabi- 


lity, ſay, That theſe Birds take their Flight w | 
ſome other Region on Earth, whoſe Climate is | 


more agreeable to their Natures, at this time of 
the Year. ; 

I wiſh I could as eaſily once a Year take my 
Flight to Conſtantinople, where my Heart is Vn. 


ter and Summer. Adieu, dear Hali, and pity Mal- 
mut, who counts himſelf unhappy in nothing a 


much, as in being abſent from his Friends, 


Paris, 7h of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1646. 


LETTER XXVIII. 


— 


K 


To the Tefterdar, or Lord- Treaſurer 1 


TT appears that France has ſome extraordinary ; 
Deſign by Sea: When and where 'twill be put PR 


in Execution, is dot yet known ; but the val 


Preparations, that are making ſeem to threaten 
ſome foreign Invaſions, rather than a Naval Com- 


bat : It looks as if they had an Expedition in 43 3 
Hand greater than that of NXerxes ;. to _ : | 
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Bridge over the Ocean, and join the ſeparatnd 
parts of the World together. New Arſenali are 
built in ſeveral Maritime Towns, and all the Fo- 
© reſts are cut down to fill them with Timber for 
Ships of Mar; The Mountains are left naked of 
Trees, and the ſtately Woods are tranſplanted in- 
to the Havens. An infinite Number of Men are 
= employ'd in making Cordage, Chains, Bullets, 
Z Anchors, Ordinance, and all other Neceſſaries 


belonging to a Navy. 
This is Cardinal Maxarini's Project, under 
ZE Pretence of ſetting the Poor of the Kingdom at 
Work, and Disburthening the Commonwealth of 
Vagabonds and idle Perſons. But Mahmut is not 
p placed here, to be amuſed with State-Umbrages. 
It is evident, that this Miniſter deſigns to render 
his Maſter formidable on both Elements. Agents 
are ſent to buy Ships in all Parts; and the very 
Peaſants are forced from the Vineyards and Fields, 
to man the greateſt Fleet that ever this Kingdom 
fitted out to Sea. | 
= Laſt Moon the Sieur de Deufne was ſent to afhit 
I * Chanut, in purchaſing Veſſels in Swede- 
© /2rd, It ſeems there had been ſome Demurs in 
bis Negociation; to remove which this latter 
vas ſent with freſh Inſtructions. But Monfieur 
(banut rejected him: and ten Days ago came 
an express from that Miniſter, deſiring that a 
more intelligent Colleague might be ſent him, 


Jin regard he found it difficult to treat ſucceſsfully 


ith a People too much elated with continual 
= Victories. 

= Upon this, the Court have ſent a Courier to 
Stockholm with new Orders, whereby he is for- 
bid to make any further Overtures in order to 


the Continuance of the League between theſe 
to Crowns: That France may not always appear 
in a ſuppliant Poſture, whilſt the Swedes _ 
Y | carele 
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careleſs to conſerve a Friendſhip which they them. 
ſelves firſt coveted. 


Theſe Miſunderſtandings may in a ſhort Time 


proceed to a greater Alienation ; and in the End, 


to an open Rupture. Which has the more Pro. 


bability, in that General Koning/mark lately iop- 


or ſome French 'I'roops in their March, under | 
retence of ſeeing their Paſsports; but really, a | 


*tis thought, to corrupt the Soldiers, and with- 


draw them from the Fidelity they owe their Schwe- 


reign. 

This is highly reſented here; and they begin to 
diſcourſe of making Peace with Germany. 

What the Iſſue of theſe Things will be, is yet 
in the dark; but God, from whoſe Throne hang 
the Chain of Deſtiny, which reaches to the Center 
of the Earth, will, I hope, ſo diſpoſe of all Hu- 
man Events, that the Quarrels of the Nazareny 
ſhall miniſter Occaſion to the O/mans to encreale 
the Territories of our Puiſlant Emperor. 


Paris, 1/t of the 5th Moon, 
of tbe Year 5 5 


De EIT — — 


LETTER XXIX. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew a 
Vienna. 


Cannot but highly appland the Reſolution thod 
haſt taken, as thy Letter intimates, to enquire 
into the Grounds of the Religion thou art of. This 
fhews, That thou ſetteſt a Value on thy Reaſon, 
and thinkeſt thy ſelf beyond the Pupillage of a 
Child; that thou eſteemeſt thy ſelf of Years to 
make a Choice of thy Religion, and not to take 
it upon the bare Credit of thy Fre. fathern. II 
; certam, 
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certain, that Error may be traditional as well as 


g 


Fruſhb: and the Pagan Idolaters pleaded a greater 


Antiquity for the Altars of their Gods, than could 
the Followers of Moſes, for the Temple of Feruſa- 


En, the Tabernacle in the Deſart, or the Promul- 


* 
* 


gation of the Law it felf on Mount Sinai: Since 


there was ſcarce a Region on the Continent, which 
had not e abliſb d Rites and Ceremonies of Worſhip, 
long before Mojes, or even Jacob, the great Father 
© of the I/raclites, were born. 


Among the reſt of the Nations, Arabia, my na- 


tire Country, was peculiarly bleſſed with the 
© Footſteps of the illuſtrious Ibrahim, Grandfather 
to 1/rael, from whom the Fews deſcend. In this 
® happy Conntry that renown'd Prophet ſojourn'd, 
© converſed with Angeln: And, with the Majefly 
which cannot be utter'd, He preached the Unity 
© of the Divine Eſſence, converted the People from 
© their /olatry, built an Oratory at Meccha, and was 
taken up into Paradi/c. | 


I/macl his eldeſt Son, and Heir of his Father's 


Spirit, as of his Territories, trod in the Foot- 

© ſteps of the A/umpt of God. He brake down the 
EX dls, aſſerted one God, the Reſurrection, the Day of 
Judgment, the Joys of Paradiſe, and the Torments 


= of Hell, His Ofjþring multiplied, and peopled 


all the Eat: The Prince, of this holy Line ſub- 
= dued the fide Nations, and rooted themſelves 


{ in the moſt fertile Regions of Aa, proſeſſing 


© themſelves Muſſulmars, or true Believers. I bus 
paſſed the Light of God from the Face of Ibrahim, 
do his Peſteriey by ſucceſſive Generations; *till at 


length ic reſted on che Face of Mabmut, our holy 


Lawgiver, and was enereaſed with admirable 


; Splendor, by the frequent Viſits of the Angel 
; Gabriel e took the Root of Evil out of the, 


Prabels Heart, broight kim down the Aleoran 


WS from Heaven, and gave him Victory aud Honour ; 


call'd 
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call'd him by a new Name, THE SEAL OF 
THE PROPHETS; carried him to the ne 
of God, through Legions of Devils, that waited © © 
below the Moon to deſtroy him, And finally), 


made his Scpulchre glorious and reſorted to, by 
the Believers of all Nations on the Earth. 


I ſend thee this Aſiracꝭ of the Muſſulman Hi: | 


tory, to the end thou may'ft ſee what Pretenſions 
the Chrildren of Iſmael have to the free Law, which 


you, of the Poſterity of Iſaac, would monoplize . F ) 


to your ſelves: As if God had not ſent Prophet; 


to all Nations, to lead them into the right Way, 4 


and not into the Way, of fidels. Nevertheleſs, 


take not theſe things on my Credit, but examine 3 


the Records of thy own Nation, and the H:/tory of f | : 


oft Times. Weigh all things in the Ballance; 
conſult thy Reaſon, which is an indeficient Light 
to thoſe who follow it. Your Law was once 
Pure and unccrrupted ; but in time the Devil in- 
ſerted many Errors: He ſeduced your Father; : 
they return'd upon their Steps, and fell back into 
Jaolatry. Then God raiſed up the Meffas, to re- 
form all Things: but him ye rejected. And when 
he was taken up into Paradi/e, ye reported, That 
he was hang d on a Tree. In this the Nazarean: 
are your Fools and fight againſt themſelves ; 
Whilit they aſſert, as you do, hat he who is In- 
mortal and Triumphant, among the hundred and 
twenty four thouſand Prophets, aua, crucified be- 
tween two Thieves : Thus bringing a Reproach on 
the Apeſtle of God, and on their own Faith, in be- 
lieving things inconſiſtent with the Goodneſs and 
Power of the Divine Majeſv. Without doubt 

eſus the Son of Mary, is aſcended Body and Seu, 
into Paradiſe ; who, whilſt he was on Zarth, ſaid, 
Worſhip One God, your Lord and mize. | 


Let 


; 


a ? 


vol. II. 4 Sex at Pants, og 


Let me not ſeem importunate, or troubleſome, 


I ſeek not to circumvent thy Reaſon, but to di- 


r C 4 
F 


© rect it. Think ſeven times before thou change 


once. I will procure the Books of our Law; 
peruſe them with Judgment, and tell me then, 


whether thou haſt ever ſeen any VMriting compa- 


4 rable to the Alcoran ? 'The Majeſty of the Style 
© ſpeaks it above Human Original : It is exempt 


from Contradictions, from the Beginning to the 
nd; It confirms the Old Tiſt ament, which thou 


b-lievelt ; It is alſo over cloathed with Light. 


Doubtleſs it is no other than a Tranſcript of the 
35% written in Heaven. 


If after all thy Search thou ſhalt determine 
otherwiſe, follow thou thy Law, and I will fol- 


low mine, We both worſhip exe God, Lord of the 


Uni ver ſe . | 


N Paris, 10th of the 5th Moon, 


of the Year 1646. 


1 » = 
— — — — 
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LETTER XXX. 


To the ſame. 


E T not the Fear of diſpleaſing thoſe of thy 
Nation hinder thee from embracing the 
Truth. God hall protect thee from the Malice 


; of Unbelievers, Thy Intereſt is already great 
= among the Muſu/mans; our Auguſt Emperor will 


augment both that and thy Honour. Take 


hold of the ſtrongeſt Knot, and adhere not to 
= 7og't, The Cleanlineſs and Delicacy of the 
= Mu/ulmans may invite thee which far exceeds 


that of the Jews, and yet is void of Superſtition : 
We 
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We only obey the ſincere Dictates of Nature, 
which teach us, that ſo long as the Soul dwell 
in this Manſion of Fleſh, it partakes of bodily 
Pollutions. Tis to avoid theſe, we abſtain from 
certain Meats and Drinks, which cannot he 
touch'd without Contamination. To this End, 
do we obſerve that ſuperlative Niceneſs in our 
Waſhings and Purifications, which diſcriminates 
us from all the World beſide, Doubtleſs, our Law 
is but the Law of Moſes, refined and ſublimated 
from the Dregs of adventitious Error. 

Write often to me, and whatever Reaſons miy 
prevail on thee not to change thy Religion, let no 
Arguments tempt thee to ſwerve from thy Fi. 
lity to the Sovereign of Sovereigus on Earth, the 
Grend Signior, in whoſe Veins run the moſt exalt- 
ed Blcod of Human Race. 

Here is a Report in this City, that the El: 
Brandenburgh will demand the Queen of Hue 
in Marriage. Let me know if it be true, that | 
may inform the Miniſters of the lofty Port, from 
whom nothing ought to be concealed, that occur: 
of Moment betwixt the two Poles. 

Informa me alſo, what paſſes remarkable in the 
Aſjembly” of the Deputies at Munſter, and whether 
it be true, that the Danube has lately over-flow'd 
its Banks, and carried away Four hundred Houſes 

in its rapid Courſe. 
Bauch Stories are told here, by thoſe who know 
not how to paſs away their time, but in hearken- 
ing after foreign News, to furniſh themſelves 
with Matter to amuſe the credulous, and beget 
Admiration of their Intelligence. 

I have ſent thee a Watch of my making : If 
thou accepteſt it with good Will, 'tis a ſufficient 
Acknowl dg ment. 


May 


rr. 


: May God, whoſe Preſence fills the Univerſe, 
© aiſclole himſelf to thee, in the way of Salvation, 
and continue to breathe good Motions into thy 


\ Soul. 


2 Paris, 10% of the oth Moon, 
* of the Year 1646. 


n. 


LTT T. 
To the Kaimacham. 


DONAT the Few has much improv'd him- 

F ſelf in his late Progreſs through Lay. He 

= is grown a perfe& Stateſman; having found out 

S the way to penetrate into Secrets, and to diſpatch 

= Bufineſs w:thout any Noiſe, He may prove very 

& ſerviceable at Venice, during the preſent War of 

Candy His Acquaintance in that City gives 

him Acceſs to the Cabals of the Senators, who 

ſpare not, over their Wine, to whiſper the Coun- 

ſels of the State, and to deſcant upon the Mea- 

ſures that are taken to defend the Republick, 

© againſt» the invincible Proweſs of the Ottoman 
Armies. 


It is publickly known, that they have ſent Fu- 
= 52/adors to the Crown of Mu/covy, that of Poland, 
and to the Caſſacis, inviting them to enter into a 
League againſt the Grand Signicr. But few are ac- 

& quainted with the private Treaty they are making 

with the Baſſa of Aleppo: We owe this Diſcove- 
ry to the Diligence and Wit of this Son of Hrael. 
lle has drawn the Secret from the Mouths of 
ſevyeral eminent Counſellors of State; and aſſures 
me, That the Senate _ made ſuch aha 
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ſals to the Governor, as cannot fail of inducing 
him to revolt. 

This may prove of ill Conſequence, if ng 
timely prevented: The pernicious Example a 
this Baſſa may incite others to tread in his Step, 
eſpecially his Neighbours of Sidon and Damaſci, 
who have for a long Time meditated a Sore. 
reignty, independent of the Throne, which firj 
eftabliſh'd them in thoſe Charges. Beſides, the 
fingle Forces of this Baya will be able to give 
a powerful Diverſion to the Arms of the En. 
pire, alre:dy engaged in Candy, Dalmalia, and 
other Parts, by Sea and Land. He ſays, The 
Fenttians ſpeak much in the Praiſe of this HAN 
Juftice, whereof they relate many Examples; 
among the reſt, a certain Coat among the Frank 
of that City, was accuſed of dreſſing and felling 
patrify'd Fleſh, whereby many that did eat there- 
of were infected with the Plague. Complaint be- 
ing made of this to the Baſa, he ſends for the 
Cook, and examines him about it: He reply, 
That he fold none but good and wholeſome Meat; 
for if it happened that at at any Time he was 
forced to keep any Fleſh in his Houſe above three 
Days, he ſo ſeaſon'd it with Spices and Herbs, a 
made it very ſavoury, and without any ill 
Scent. 

The Baſſa, not having Patience to hear any 
more of this fetid Apology, commanded his Arms 
and Legs to be cut off, and the Veins to be ſeared 
up ; ordering, 'That during the ſhort time he had 
to live, he ſhould have no other Food, but what 
was made of his own Limbs. | 

They relate one more Paſſage, of a Complaint 
that was made by a Peaſant, whoſe Daughter thu 
Baſſa's only Son had raviſh'd : The Baſſa compel» 

him to marry her, with this Charge, Let m 
. 5 


fear 
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EE ar no more Complaints of thee, except thou art re- 
ſolved to leave me aui thout a Son, 

Ic is repotted here, That the King of * 
has made a Peace with the Great Megul; and t 
they will both turn their Forces againſt our Auguſt 

Emperor. N 
* Here is alſo a Courier arrived from Marſeilles, 
2 who brings News of the Revolt of Cawarra ; the 
Inhabitants of that Place having ſhaken off the 
Obedience they owe to the Sallan, and put them- 
ſelves under the Protection of the Yenetians; and 
chat General Grimani has taken four Ships of Ra- 

g uſa, laden with Ammunition fer our Army. He 

adds alſo, That Morefini has thirty ſmall Veſſels, 
beſides Gallies, under the very Walls of the 
Dardanells. I long ago ſuggeſted to the Vixir 
Azim, that the Weakneſs of thoſe Caſtles would, 
one T'ime or other, encourage the Chri/tians to 
perform ſome notable Exploit in the Helleſpont. 
But Mahmut's Counſel was not regarded: Now 
the Event juſtifies my Advice, the Port will con- 
ſult the Security of that Avenue, I wiſh they 
do not practice the Trojan Wiſdom. "The Vene- 
tians have a powerful Fleet: If they block up 
the Hel/e/pont, and hinder our Ships from failing 
into the Archipelago; and the Caſſachs, in the 
mean while, cover the Black Sa with their 
/ WEE Barks, committing a thouſand Piracies and Rava- 
ges, what will become of the Imperial City ? 
| WEE Whence will they provide Suſtenance for ſo many 
6 Millions of People as inhabit that City, and the 
G Parts adjacent, 

Theſe Things are worthy of Conſideration : 
And thqu, who haſt the Care of that capital Seat 
of che Ottoman Empire, wilt not blame Mahmut, 
for putting thee in mind of the Danger which 
threatens even the Seraglio it ſelf at this Junfure. 


F 2 


However, I bave done my Duty; ſage Miniſſer, 
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and refer the reſt to thy Wiſdom. My Letters 
are all regiſler d; and if Affairs ſhould ſucceed ill 
it will be manifeſted, that Mahmut, who watches 
Night and Day to ſerve the great Maſter of the 
IPorld, has not been wanting to give timely No. 
tice of what might be advantagious to the Monar. 
chy of the true Faithful. 

Thou, who art celebrated for thy Juſtice and 
Probity, pardon the Liberty which my Zeal for 
thy Maſter and mine, renders worthy of Excuſe. 


Paris, 19th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Tear 1646. 


The End of the Firſt Book. 


101 


Writ by 


LETTERS 


SR: - 
BOOK II. - 


LETTER . 


75 the moſt Magnificent and Iuftrious 
* Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


SMIN the Dwarf, whom I formerly 
mention'd, remains ftill in the Court; 
and continues his Offices, in com- 
municating to me ſuch Paſſages as 

come to his Knowledge. He has a ſubtile Wit, 
and bears no hearty love to the 1 4 though 
he be one himſelf in Prefeſfon. He frequently 
viſits me, and truſts me with his Secrets. One 
Day he convinced me by evident Circumſtar ces, 
== that Cardinal Mazarini was projecting to give 
dme ſecret and ſudden Blow to the Otteman Em- 
pire, for which O/min ſeems to be concern'd by a 
natural Inclination; being, as I told thee, born 
o Mahometan Parents, he was uneaſy, till he had 

F 3 acquainted 
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acquainted me with his Apprehenſions; and [ 
gave him ſuch Inſtructions, as I thought moſt 
proper on this Occaſion. I ſet my Thoughts on 
the Rack, to prevent ſo dire a Miſchief. And ha- 
ving premeditated well on this Affair, I pitch'd 
on a Courſe, which would at once clear me from | 
the Cardinals Suſpicion ; and by ſeeming to fa. þ * 
vour his Deſigns, would abſolutely overthrow | © 
them. I went to him boldly one Day, and being | 
admitted to his C/o/er, I thus addreſs d that Poli 


* 


-” 0 " 
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tician. 
8 HERE are now nine Years elapsd, 5 
1 reat Miniſter, ſince I firſt breath'd tee 


Air of France; during all which Time, I have | 
« mot only ſhared in common with the Natives, 
« the Benefits which have accrued to this noble 
% Kingdom, under the auſpicious Miniſtry of Car- 
« dinal Richelieu, and his no leſs eminent Succeſ- 
« for; but have alſo received many particular 
« Honours from that illuſtrious Prince of the 
Church, to which your Eminepce has been pleaſed 
« to make ſome undeſerved Additions. Tis to 
« you both I owe the Character which has introdu- 
«« ced me into the Acquaintance and Favour of the 
«« Nobility, who on that Score have thought me 
«« worthy to inſtruct their Children in the Greet 
« and Arabick Tongues; have vouchſaſed to admit 
«+ me to their Sali, and to encourage me with the 
% Hopes of finding a comfortable Repoſe in the 
« Boſom of the Gallican Church, after a tedious 
« Peregrination from my own Country. 
« When I reflect on all the accumulated Bleſ- 
« ſings I enjoy, under the Protection of your Em- 
nence, Bleſſings equally tranſcending my Ambi- 
« tion, as they do my Merits; I apply all my 
& Studies, to find out ſame acceptable Way f. 
| | « Acknow- WE 
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* « Acknowledgment to my gracious Benęfactors. 
And becaule nothing can be more welcome to 
e the Guardian of France, than the Means of ad- 
= « yancing the publick Good of the Kingdom com- 


> © mitted to his Care: I now preſume, as a Teſti- 
> « mony of my Gratitude, to propoſe to your E- 


> * minence ſome Speculations, which if put in Exe- 
* * cution, will, in my Judgment, not only render 
France the moſt formidable and abſolute Monar- 
« chy on Earth, but allo the whole Catholick 
« World in eternal Obligations to her; and give 
« juſt Reafon to change the Style of his mt Chri- 
« flian Majeſty, from the eldeſt Son of the Church, 
« to that of Father of all Chriſtendom. | 
« Your Eminence will not wonder at the Zeal 
of a Stranger, or the Care that Titus of Molda- 
via takes for France: In being ſollicitous for 
„ this Kingdom, I conſult the Welfare of my 
= © own Country, and of all the Nations which 
« profeſs the Faith of Feſus ; ſince it is eaſy to 
« ſee, that in the Fate of France, that of all Exreps 
« 5 involy'd. | 
« It is a long time fince the diſmember'd Re- 
* liques of the Roman Empire, bordering on A/ia, 
** found themſelves too weak to reſiſt the Puit- 
( ſance of the Ottoman Arms All Greece was 
( ſoon over-run by the Warlike Turks. Tran- 
= © hlvania, Walachia, Moldavia, with the greateſt 
* Part of the Upper- Hungary, quickly became Pi- 
* butaries to the inveterate Enemies of the Chri- 
* fiian Name And Germany it ſelf is ſo enfeebled 
by their repeated Incurſions, that all the Em- 
«« peror can do, is to make diſhonourable and 
coſtly Compoſitions, buying a precarious Peace 
* with little leſs Charges than would ſerve ſome 
„more fortunate Prince, to on a glorious 
and ſucceſsful War. Neither is the State of 
*« Fenice in any 2 Condition of Defence, the 


4 *Turks 


104 Lerrens Writ by Vol. III. | 


1 Turks 3 red away whole Provinces, from | 


1% that once flouriſhing Commonwealth, and by 


« their continual Invaſions and Hoftilities, re. | 
« duced her to a Neceſſity of merchandizing with Þ 


« the Ottoman Port for Peace. Which is no 


„ ſooner concluded, but on the leaſt Pretence 
is broke again, by thoſe who hold themſelves; | 


„ not obliged to keep Faith with Chriſtians, Be- 
* hold, at this Time without Provocation on the 
„% Part of Venice, or a Declaration of War by the 
* Grand Signior, the late League broken on a ſud. 
„ den, and in a moſt Clandeſtine Manner. Behold, 
1 Candy environ'd with their Fleet by Sea, and her 
« fertile Plains cover'd with Armies of Mahon. 


* tans by Land. Behold her Cities in the Hands F | 


of her Enemies, and her \ illages laid deſolate ; 
«© her Nobles put to the Sword, and her Merchant 
led into Captivity. In fine, behold that af- 
* flicted Commonwealth yet ſtruggling with her 
% Fate, and ſending her Ambaſſadors to all the 
Princes and States of Chriſtendom, demanding, 
«© or rather, in a ſuppliant Manner, imploring 
*« their Aſſiſtance. Yet ſhe finds little or 0 
Help from any but the Pope, and the Knight: 
«« of Malta. And his Holineſs has enough to 
*« do to preſerve the Patrimony of the Church 
* from Violence, The State of Genoua is too 
«« intent upon her Traffick, to regard the Cala- 
<« mities of her Neighbours. And all the Prince: 
« of [7aly have ſuch Diverſions at Home as 
« render their Application to Things Abroad ve- 
„ry cold and indifferent, In the mean while, 
« the Turks gain Ground, double their Strength, 
and encreaſe their Vitories! O deplorable 
« State of Chriflendom ! Is there no Rodreſs for 
« theſe Miſeries? Yes ſurely, there is! And 
« ſuch a Redreſs, as only lies in your Power ; 
great Mznifter, to apply; which 3 
8 A : « Expe- 
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Experiment, I dare aſſure will prove effe- 


46 ctual. 


I do not pretend to the Viſors and Infpira- 


* « tions of Peter the Hermit, who garbled ſecular 
„ and divine Offices; and armed himſelf in Habi- 
„ liment of Steel, went dragooning up and 
„ down Chriflendom, at the Head of a confuſed 
2 « Rabble, to render himſelf popular, and acquire 
7 «« the triple Character of Pilgrim, Prieft and 


Captain. The ill Succeſs of his raſh Expedition 


4 « ſhew'd, that he was only ſtung with a reli- 


* « ojous Caprice, and that God approved not his 
Folh. do not go about to propoſe another 


= « Cruſade, or contrive a Way to ſhed whole 
= «« Deluges of humane Blood, with no other Conſe 


1 quence, than to ſtain Hifory with the ſanguine 


4 Memoirs of Chriftendom's Vanity and Misfortune. 


| & «« Befides, that would be found impratticable 


„ in this Age, which was eaſy to put in Execu- 
„ tion, Five or Six hundred Years ago: The 


4. World is not ſo devout now, as it was in thoſe” 


% Days ; neither are Men ſo prompt to run the 


4 Riſque of their Lives on religious Errand, 
7 « the Honour of being eſteemed Martyrs: Twill 
1 be difficult to find out a-new Lift of Godfrey's, 


„ Baldwin's, Guy's, and other Heroes, to lead the 
XX © Champions of the Cro/5 through all the Hard. 
1 ſhips of the Sea and Land, fo many hundred 
% Miles, into remote and deſolate Regions, to 
„ combate not only with Fleſh and Blood, but 
=< © with Famine, Peſtilence, and all the Miſeries 
of human Life: and, as if this were not 
„ enough, to ſheath their Swords alſo in each 


others Bowels, for Punctilios, mere Trifles of 


„ miſtaken Henour, and ill-timed Emulation: 
And all this only to purchaſe the empty 77. 


le of King of Feruſalem ; or the precarious 


Authority of a Grecian Emperor: Both ſhort” 
F 5 6 lived. 
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« liv'd Honours; the one to be loft in a little 
« time, with all Paleſtine, to the Sarazens ; the 
© other depending only on the Pleaſure of the 
« Multitude / Such were the glorious Fruits of 
the Chriſtian Arms in thoſe Days! Such the 
& Triumphs attending our Victories ! theſe the 
4 Trophies which our Fathers erected to their 
& own Diſgrace ; when after a War of ſo many 
«© Years they left the Holy Land in a worſe Condi- 
« tion than they found it; and of ſo many Hundred 
«© Thouſand Men as marched thither, threatning 
tc the utter Subverſion of the Saracen Empire, 
ce there ſcarce returh'd enough to diſperſe the 
„% News of their own Overthrow. 

« Waving therefore theſe viſnary raſh Exped 
« tions, I now propoſe to your Eminence an Un- 
1 dertaking, which tho' it may make leſs Noiſe 


* in the World, yet carries more Probability of 


% Succeſs, and will not only promote the Intereſt 
* of France, but redound to the Advantage of all 
16 Europe. 

„No Man who is acquainted with Hfory, can 
** be ignorant what Claims the Kings of France 
„ have made to the Empire of the Ve, ſinee the 


« Days of Charlemaine, the Royal Predeceſſor oſ 


1c his preſent Majeſiy, who was dignified with the 
* Imperial Title, by the Sovereign Biſhap.. Nei. 
* ther is it unknown, by what Artifices the Hou/e 
of Aufiria have procured the Tranſlation of the 
* ſacred Authority to their own Family, . 

« Your Eminence is ſenſible by what Tyran- 
it nous and unjuſt Methods they have maintain'd 
«*« themſelves. in this higheſt Pitch of Human 
«« Glory: and not content with this, how they 


*« have aſpired after the Monarchy of the 


«© whole World * All the North have groan'd under 


the Burden of that inſupportable Tyramy- 


| ; outh, have 
« And their Eneroachments on the Sou N 
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* « render'd that Line little lefs infamous. They 
© « ſpare neither Civil nor Ecclefiaſtical Rights, in 
e the Purſuit of their Ambition, not even the 
e Patrimony of St. Peter, which has ever been 
© « eſleem' d. ſacred and inviolable by Chriſtian Prin- 
4 ces. They have ſack d Rome it ſelf, and led the 
10 ſupreme P aſtor of the Church into Captivity, 
% What ſhould I ſpeak of the Hollanders, Switzers, 
2 « Griſons, and other Nations, which, impatient 
© of the Auftrian Yoke, revolted from their crue/ 
% Mafeers, and have ever fince aſſerted their Li- 
© « berty by the Force of their Arms ? What ſhould 
mention the frequent Troubles in Bohemia, 
Fanßhlvania and Hungary, when the Inhabi- 
4 tants of thoſe Countries, grown deſperate with 
their daily Oppreſſions, kave bravely endea- 
„„ your'd to redeem themſelves and their Poſte- 
e rity from perpetual Servitude ; but for want of 
a powerful Protefor, bave been forced to yield 
% to their old Maſters! That incefluous Race are 
= © grown odious to the whole World : Even the 
Princes of the Empire are forced to {mcther 
© © their Reſentments, when they ele& one to poſ- 
© © ſels the Imperial” Diadem, whom they cannot 
but hate 
That therefore which I aim at in this Addreſs 
is, To nt to your Eminence, how eaſy it 
will be in this Juncture, for his moſt Chriſtian 
== © Majeſty to recover the Imperial Crown, which 
of Right belongs to none but the Succeſbrs of 


== © the renown'd Charlemaine 3 and which even 
= © the greateſt part of the Germans themſelves, 


= wiſh to ſee placed on the Head of Lewis XIV. 


WT © the Intereſts of Fance: It will not be difficult to 
uin the reſt, The Hungarians, &fc, long for 
2 Deliverer : And the other Provinces beyond 
the Danube, will freely open the Gates- of 
} Foc 6 


is 


= © Moſt of the E/&ors are already inclining to 


64 they 
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«© their Cities, to let in bis Armies, whom they 
* look on as the Hope of all Chriftendom I he Hel. 
6 vetians, Who are Allies of this Crown, will not 


« fail te perform their Part. The Swedes have al. 


ready pluck'd many Feathers from the raven 
« Eagle. And the Forces of this Crown have 
& blunted her Talons. Another Campaign wil 
c“ quite deplume her, enervate her laſt Vigout, 
« and end the tedious Controverſy. 

« Let not therefore an untimely Peace with 
% the Emperor, fo much talk'd of, ſtop the Cur. 
«© rent of the French Triumphs ! Let not the 
«« finiſter Practice of German Penſioners in the 
% Savediſh Court, occaſion a Rupture between Two 
* the moſt potent and victorious Crowns in Ev 
« rope ! Or rather, let not Queen Chriſtina reap 
* the ſole Glory of fo fortunate and profitable a 
„% War! his Majefly has a formidable Army by 
*« Land; and in a ſhort time, will have an in- 
„ yincible Fleet by Sea, Continual Victories 
* court the Perſeverance of the French Valour ; 
% whilſt the Juſtice of your Cauſe invites to the 
Battle. 171 4. 

All Things cenſpire to put a Period to the 
« Auſtrian Grandeur. Only ſnatch the preſent 
% Opportunity, which once loſt, may never be 
s* recaver'd. again. Twas only the and 
«« unexpected Fate of Henry IV. this King! 


putting 
1 ſame Deſign I now propoſe, And if Lewy 


« XIII. did not proſecute. it, twas becauſe be 
« wanted a favourable Juncture. New, behold, 
« it offers it ſelf: It is in your Power, ſuprene 
% Director of the State, under his Majeſty, to 
build the Fortune of France ſo high, that all the 

ts 


„ ſign'd for it by Fate. 
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« alread ted. And when all Europe is thus 
« ur} ger durable Peace, either making ho- 


* nourable Friendſhips with, or entirely ſumit- 
ting to the new Gallick Empire ; then will be 
> « the Time to call the Oztomans to an Account, 
= « for the Ravages and Spoils they have commit- 

> « ted in Chriſtian Countries, and to carry our 
% Arms to the Walls of Conflantinople, and drive 


6 theſe Barbarians back to their primitive Rocks 


1 * and Defarts, from whence they have thus long 


« ftraggled, to rain the moſt deſirable Provinces 
Dory oh nay and of the whole 
% World. 

« There is no other way but this, in my Judg- 
* ment, to ſtop the Progreſs of the Turkiþ Victo- 
« ries. Since it is impoſſible to make a durable 
„ Peace am Cbriſtian Princes, but by Con- 
« queſt; I mean ſuch a Peace, as will inſpire them 
« with the Reſolution, and put them into a Capa- 
« city, to unite all their Forees in a War againſt 
« the Mahometans, As for the preſent Condition of 
« the Republich, if their Loſſes were greater than 
* they are like to be, yet they will be inconfide- 
s rable, in Compariſon to the mighty Gain which 
* will afterwards accrue, not only to them, but 
« to all the Chriſtian Nations, by advancing the 
* French Cron to that height of Grandeur, de- 
itherto the Chriſti an 
« Princes have only endeavour'd to apply a Re. 
„ medy to the Part ly affected; from 
* whence if by Fortune they chaſed the Diſtem- 
* per, it ſoon brake out in ſome other Member; 
* whence it came to paſs that we lott Province 
* after Province, and the Turks are almoſt gotten 
« into the Heart of Europe. If therefore we de- 
« fign to drive them thence, it is neceſfary to fol- 
* low this Method, which will be found the only 
way to pluck this Evil up by the Roots, 3 

X 4 
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« Go on then, moſt prudent and illuſtrious 
c Guardian of the Crown, deſtin'd to command 
« the Earth: Go on, and lift up our great 
« Maſier to the Wreath with which the Tutclas 
% Angel of Europe is ready to environ his Sacred 
« Temples. Let not the German Deputies at Mun- 
« fler any longer amuſe you with teigned Over- 
* tures of Peace. But purſue the prepitious Fae 
% of France, which waits to lead our Armies to 
« Victories, Triumphs, and - Glories, and to e- 
% ſtabliſh a new Empire in the World, to which 
* all Nations ſhall pay Homage, and fly for 
« Protection. | 


Thou ſeeſt, illuſtrious and ſerene Y:zir, that 1 
have uſed much Flattery in this Addreſs. It is 2 
neceflary Vice in the Court of France, where no 
Diogenes can have Audience, It cannot be ex- 

ed that I ſhould diſcover by the CardinaPs An- 
wer, what his Sentiments were of my Project. 
He is of a debonair Humour, and would- rather 
feign Virtues to commend in another Man, than 
Put him to the Blufh by mentioning his real Ye 
This is an Effect of his natural Diſpefitions, which 
he is wiſe enough to improve to the End; of Po- 
licy. There being no ſubtiler Artifice to gain a 
Popular Eſteem, than by the Reputation of a 
generous Temper. 

However, I think I faid Nothing that could 
juſtly offend him, unleſs he were endued with 
the incommun:eable Gi:t of diſcerning Hearts. 
For otherwiſe, at the worft, he could but 


| tax me with a Loyal Prefumpticn and Mi- 


ſtake, in propoſing I hings alte gether impracti- 
cable. 

Theſe were ſuch as thou wilt eafily diſcern 
when thou conticeteit, that though they appear 
fair and eaſy in the Attempt, as the 8 

res 
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ſtances of Europe are at preſent ; yet the Revolu- 
tion of a few Moons may quite change the Face 
of Affairs ; new and unthought-of . Difficulties 
may ariſe: The E mperor may make a Peace with 
* Swedeland, the Pope might interpeſe his Media- 
nion and Authority, the A/embly at Munſter might 
have a Concluſion aecording to their Wiſhes, the 
* Eleforal Princes might be more firmly faſtened to 
* the Intereſt of the Empire. Beſides, another 
Campaigne may eee as fatal to the French, as 
the former have : Afﬀeer all, if 
they ſhonld find Encouragement to begin this 
* Enterprize, and ſhould meet with anſwerable 
* Succeſs in the Proſecution of it, yet a thouſand 
= Occurrences would emerge, to hinder them from 
= enjoying ther new gotten Empire long; or from 
being Tie to maintain a War againſt the Eu- 
© ire, whoſe Subjects are infinite, and Treaſures 
= inexhauſtible, fe 
If thou, who art the Light of the O/nan Mo- 

= :archy, ſhall approve of what I have dene, my 
& Happineſs will be great; nevertheleſs thy Re- 
proofs will not make me miſerable, fince they 
are Arguments of thy Condeſcenſion and Favour, 


© Paris, 10th of the 6th Moon, 
= of the Year 1646. 
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To Iſmacl Mouta Faraca, @ White 
Eunuch. 
14 21 

Hy Letter is come ſaſe to my Hands, ac- 

company'd with a-munificent Preſent from 

Egry Boinou,_who thou telleſt me is deprived of 
his Eyes by the Grand Signior's Order. I condole 
the Calamity of my Friend, yet accuſe not the ſu- 
ſtice of him who is Mafter of us all. We are My/: 
fulmans, and muſt not diſpute the Pleaſure of Hea- 


wen, or the Commands of our Sovereigns, It is an 


Argument of their Clemency, when they retrench 
their Anger, and ſpare the Lives of their Slave. 
The Sultan is merciful in a higher Degree, in not 
extending his Hands te the Wealth of our Friend ; 
but has left that and his Liberty untouch'd, 
whereby he is ſtill in a Capacity of enjoying many 
Pleaſures, which are denied to tho who 
have their Sight. 

J do not write this, as if I were void of Com- 
Paſſion toward my Friend. I owe him fill the 
ſame Affection, as when he was able to read the 
Sincerity of it in my Face. But I would not have 
the Loſs of bis Eyes abate the Sight of his Soul, 
Which is his Reaſon. Let him remember, that a 
famous Philoſepher has done that voluntarily to 
himſelf, for the ſake of a leſs interrupted Con- 
templation, which is impoſed on our Friend as 2 
Paniſhment. There is no outward Diſaſter can 
hurt the Opticks of a Mind guarded with Patience, 
and ſhut up- within the Circles of its own Light. 
Such a Soul is impregnable againſt all the Aſſaults 
of Fertune, and Triumphs over Deſtiny it * 


. a ragements: He unde 
bimſelf happy, and has Wiſdom enough to put 
it in practice | 


IJ lives He has 
3 repleniſh'd with all manner of Fruits and Flowers to 
= gratify his 7% and Smell He is Maſter of 
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© Beſides, our beloved Eunuch can ſtill converſe 
> with his Friends, which is a Privilege. the Deaf 
* would almoſt give their Eyes to enjoy, It is hard 
to determine which of theſe two Senſes would be 


miſed with leaft Regret, eſpecially to a Man, 


Who, by his excellent Voice and Skill in Singing, 


ſeems to be the very Soul of Mufick. 


What is it in all this infinite Variety of viſible 
Objects, that affects the Eye with fo refin'd a Plea- 


2 ſure, but the harmonious Diſpoſition and Symme- 
try of the Parts, which compoſe the whole Scene 
of the Univerſe ? And may not that Pleaſure be 
2 tranſlated to the Ear, when it receives the pro- 
portionate Meaſures, and exquifite Cadences of 


sounds? Certainly Mufick is no other than Beauty 


do the Ear, as Beauty is Mufick to the Eye. 


But our Friend Eg) needs not theſe Encou- 
ands the Way to make 


The Grand Signior's Fury is pacified. Egry 
ouſes and Gardens ; Gardens 


much Treaſure in Silver and Gold, and of many 


la ver. If all theſe cannot contribute to his Feli- 
city, he is Mefter of himſelf, which is efential 


; = Happineſs. | 
. Thou who ſncceedeft him in that honourable 
Feſt, and guardeſt the Avenue of the majeftich 


Chamber, where the Addrefles and Supplications 


gef all the Princes of the Earth are made at the 
eet of our augy/t Emperor, watch thy Senſee, and 
edey thy Reaſon. Remember thy Predeceſſor's 

We, and forget not Mahmut: but above all things, 


== gc not thy ſelf, Adieu. a 
F | aris, 20th of the 6th Moon, 122 TT 
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| | be 
LETTER It , Wi" 
To Dgnet Oglou. bv 


I AM extremely ſurprized, and equally troy. 
bled at the ſevere Puniſhment which Sultan 
Ibrahim has inflicted on Egry Boinow. His Suc- 
ceſſor, J/mael Mouta Faraca, ſent me the fi 
News of it, but ſaid nothing of the Eunud\ 
Crime. Neither would I requeſt that Satis{ 
Etion of a Man, whe derives a new Luſtre from 
the tr gical Eclipſe cf my Friend, leſt my Love 
ſhould have betray'd my Diſcretion, and tempted 
me to utter that, which is not proper for a Satt 
of the Sultan's to expreſs. Our thoughts are 
our own whilit we keep them chain'd up in ou 
Breaſts, but if once we ſuffer them to take Air 
in Words, they become another Man's, who may 
make uſe of them to our Ruin. I never had 
Familiarity enough with J/mael, to truſt hin 
with Reflections of this Nature. Beſides, his 
own. Letter to me diſcover'd too much Freedon 
to be void of Deſign, it being the firſt that eve 
paſs d between us; which for that Reaſon ought 
to have been dictated in a Style more reſerv'd. 
I ſet him a Pattern in my Anſwer, not letting 
a Word eſcape my Pen which might ſpeak lei 
Reſignation to the Will of our Maſter, than Ter 
derneſs for my Friend's Suffering. 

But with. thee I dare uſe greater Freedom: 
My long Experience of thy Integrity, will jv: 
ſtify this Boldneſs. Tell me, my Dgnet, was it 
not the Blindneſs of Sultan Dbrahim's Paſlion, WE 
which has robb'd Egry of his Sight? Anſwer me Bee . 
without Diſguiſe; Was it not ſome Caprice « G 
Jealouſy ? Was it not becauſe the Maſter though * 


_ — 
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be ſaw too much, that the Save ſees not now 
at all? If that Senſe was not judg'd criminal in 
* Fery, why was it in particular puniſh'd ? But "tis 
1 in vain to meaſure the cruel Frolicks of a Sowg- 
* reign Monarch by a Rule, who makes his ili a 
s Is 


TW, 
> The Chriſtians ſay, The Ottoman Princes ave 
* Butchers, and the whole Empire a Shambles ; where 
2 Perſons of all Degrees are ſacrificed to the Luſt 
or Paſſion of a Tyrant. I te!l thee, though I ap- 
prove not the licenticus Tongues of theſe Inf- 
deli, yet it appears too true, that ſo yncontroul. 
able a Power as the Eaflern Monarchs are inveſt- 
ed with, prompts them to commit wany Vio- 
lences, for which Juſtice can make ro Plea. It 
were to be wiſh'd, That the Practices of the Sub- 
ne Seraglio, did not too often veriſy it. Suffer 
me to be exaſperated a little for the crael Sen- 
tence executed on my Friend, the moſt accom- 
pliſh'd Perſon within the Walls of that magnificent 
Palace. Doubtleſs, he owes the Loſs of his Eyes 
to the Grudge of ſome envious Minion, who 
would not brook ſo dangerous a Rival in the Suk 
& tan's Favour. For this unfortunate Eunuch, 
who charm'd all Hearts, made ſome Impreſſion 
2 allo on the cruel Brabim's. He often lov'd to 
bear him fing the lively Dorick Strains, to chaſe 
© away his Melancholy: For Egry is a ſecond Or- 
Pbeus, whoſe Voice, thou knowelt, inſpired the 
Trees and Rocks with Paſſion. Beſides, he has 
many other Gifts, which render'd his Perſon 
and Converſation delectable to all; and taught | 
* whole Seraglio, new Leſions of Platonick | 


e. | 
When thou haſt received this, I deſire thee to 
give him a Viſit: Thou knoweſt his Houſe at 
Galata, Embrace him in my Name, and give 


him a Kiſs of faithful Friendſhip. Forget jo 
| 0 
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alſo to return him my Acknowledgments for the 
Diamonds he ſent me. And chear him with thi 
Thought, that one Day his Eyes ſhall be renew 
in Paradiſe, far brighter than thoſe glittering 
Jewel. Adieu. 


Paris, 20th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1646. 


— —— — 


LETTER IV. 
To Dichicu Huſſein Baſſa 


C IS not eaſy to at the Motive, which 
induced the Duke of Orleans to begin thi 
Year's Campaign in fo rigorous a Seaſon. It ws 
the firſt Moon, and the Ground was cover'd wil 
deep Snows (an ill Time to march in an Enemies 
Country) And when theſe Snows were difloly'd, 
Floods follow'd. It ſeems as if he were thirſty of 
Fame, and would acquire the Character of a bur 
dy Warriour ; reſolving to ſhun no Fatigue, which 
might advance the Reputation of his Arms. 
he Duke of Enguien, ſpurr'd on with a glor- 
ous Emulation, ſoon follow'd with another Army, 
but by a different Road. There are four Mare 
chals of Fance gone with them. "Theſe eat) 
Marches make a great Noiſe. But little of Adi. 
on could be expecied, while the wary Flemming! 
knowing the Paſſes of the Country, and the Force 
of the Floods, have kept their Vinter Quarter, 
ſpending that Time at Eaſe, in preparing al 
hings nece ſſary for a more ſeaſonable Campaig!, 
which they have now begun, 


* 
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In this the Span Policy deſerves Commenda- 
tion; who would not expoſe the Health and Lives 
of their Soldiers to unneceſſary Rigours, but wait- 
> ed 'till the Sun had well dry'd up the unwholſome 
Damps of the Earth, and ſhedding his benigner 
Influence through the Air, invited them forth into 
* the Field. But when 1 thus approve the Wiſdom 
"of the Spaniard think not that I condemn the 
; Mprightly Genius of the French, who ſeem to ap- 

proach neareſt the Bravery of the Maſſalman Ar- 
mies. 
* The Action of a French Officer was worthy of 
*Remark, who being ſent from the Camp with 
Letters to the King and Queen, arrived at the 
Court the 24th Day of the Second Moor, whilft 
he Ground was yet frozen hard. After he had 
Weliver'd his Meflage, the Chamberlain of the 
ERojal Houſhold appointed him a Lodging for that 
Night in the King's Palace, he being to return to 
Flanders the next Day. But he generouſly refuſed 
It, laying, I became not him 10 lie in a Bed of 
Don, when bis General, with the «whole \ 

were forced to fleep on the frozen Earth, There- 
re cauſing ſome Straw to be brought out of the 

Stables, he took his Repoſe thereon in the 
Wir. The young King, extremely pleaſed with 
Wis Gallantry, order'd him a hundred Pieces of 
Pola, and recommended him to the Duke of O-- 
Jeans, as one of the braveſt Men in his Army. 

| I ſwear > ter whiſtling of the Winds, and the 
Wuffling of the Leaves, that I honour ſuch Virtue, 
ren in an Hſdel. | | 1325 


WF aris, 20% of the 61h. Moon, 
= gf the Year 1646. | 
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LETIEAN YV 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


H Letter is come to my Hands, with 
the Preſent of Kopha, which is ſo much 
the more acceptable, becauſe thou broughtelt it 
thy ſelf from the Valley of Amaim, the Place of 
my Nativity. It is an evident Sign that thou hak 
not forgot thy Countryman, in that thou condeſ- 
cendeſt to oblige him in ſo peculiar a Manner 
The Place where we drew our firſt Breath is al. 
ways dear to Mortals; and the Remembrance of 
that delicioas Vale, affects Mahmut with ſingular, 
Delight. Tis true indeed, I was brought iron 
thence before I could diſtinguiſh one Plare. from 
another; but I have viſited that Region fince, 
and have Reaſon to proneunce it the moſt delecta 
ble Part of Arabia, Had the Grecian Poets (een 
that Paradiſe, they whold not have ſo extoil'd the 
celebrated Fields of Tempe in Theſſaly. This 
happy Vale is the EHhfum of the World, bleſsd 
with an eternal Spring. 

Thou art highly oblig'd to the Sultan for the 
Liberty he has given thee to viſit the Place of thy 
Cradle, and to fojourn fo long among thy Kin- 
dred. Thy Father was famous in that Country 
for hunting of Lions, and other Beafts of Prey. | 
have heard ſome of our Tribe praiſe his Valout 
and Dexterity, in the Chaſe of thoſe fierce An 
mals They told me, That in the Space of two 
Years, he had preſented the Beglerbeg with twenty 
Lion, Heads, killd by his own Hand : That be 
had three tame ones in his Houſe, which he had 
taken when Whelps, from a Lioneſs of prod- 
gious Bulk, That the Walls of his Hol was 


"x 


WB hung with the Skins of Tigers, Panthers and Lions, 
the Trophies of his indefatigable Diligence, Skill 
EF” and Courage, in Purſuit of wild Beaſts In a 
E+ word, they ſaid, He was the moſt ſucceſsful Hun- 
ter in all Arabia. If thou inheriteſt his Drclinat;- 
ons as well as his Blood, (for they commonly go to- 
> gether) thou haſt had a fair Time to range the 
EZ Foreſts, and purge the Deſart of thoſe ravenous 
Creatures. Were it not for the Enmity of the 
= Gnats, the Eaſt would be over-run with theſe Sa- 
rages. 4 ſay, This little deſpicable Ivſec de- 
ſtroys more Lions than all the Hunt/men in Aſia. 
For ſwarming about them in the Heat of Summer, 
they chiefly faſten on their Eye - lids, which they 
tting ſo vehemently, that the Lions thinking to 
ES caſe themſelves by ſcratching, often tear their 
oven Eyes out, and fo are famfiod. 


= To underſtand well the different Natures of 

= Beaſts, is a Study fit for Kings. Twas the Glory 

of Solomon, to be accurate in this Knowledge: 

And Alcxander the Great had ſuch an Eſteem for 

| it, that he beftow'd on Ariſtotle the Philoſopher 

Fight hundred Ta/ents, only for writing a Treatiſe 
| WES of Animals. Our holy Prophet was eminent above 
all other Mortals, for his Familiarity with the 
Brutal Generation, underſtanding their Qualities 

and Language, and often diſcourfing with them. 
Wien he lived in the De/art, a Libard continually 

& waited at the Door of his Cave; and did all the 
Offices of a kind and faithful Servant. Such 

Once is given but to ſew. -- | 

W But, 1 forget my own Opportunity of venting 
my Affections to my Country and my Friends. 
8 | forget that I am writing to one who is newly 
come from Arabia. Would to God I could fee 
Wy hee, were it but for an Hour, I have a thou- 
and Queſtions to ask about my Relations, and 
What Changes have happen'd fince I was _ 
| ut 
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But I muſt ſaciifice theſe natural Fondneſſe; 

to the Will of Deftiny. I am a double Exile: 
And fince it is for the Service of the Grand Sip 
zior, | am reſign'd. 
Adieu, happy Minifter ; and if Mahmut may be 
admitted ſometimes to mingle with the Train of 
thy better Thoughts, he ſhall count himſelf hay- 
py Where-ever he is. 


Paris, 2d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1646. 


* 


LET T E R VI. 
To Huſſein Baſſa. 


- HE taking of Retimo in Candy, had fill 
the Nazarene: with Apprehenſions of great 
er Calamities. 

The firſt fortunate Strokes in a War, make 
deep Impreſſions on the Enemy; the Vulgar look 
ing on them as the Iadex of their future Deli. 
But repeated Succeſſes chill their Vitals, bereave 
them of Courage and Hope, leaving them nc 
thing but ominous Portents, and ſuperftitiou 
Preſages of their approaching Ruin. hard a 
thing it is to judge of Humane Events, without 
being carried into Extremes They already give 
over the whole and for loſt. I wiſh and believe 
it may prove true. Yet at the ſame time! 
know the Fertune of War is uncertain, and 
another Campaign may repair or revenge the 
Damage they have ſuſtained in this and the fir 
er 


the Walls of that Town, among whom 
„ 


The Yenetians loſt Five thouſand Men before WY 
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1 General Cornaro, the Viceroy of the Hand, ſlain 


in the firſt Onſet, beſides what were kill'd by our 
Soldiers when they enter'd with the retreating 
Candioti, and ſacrificed all to the Heat of Martial 

© Paſhon. 

hut that which appear'd moſt ominous to their 
* Cauſe, tho' the preſent Damage were leſs, was 

© the falling out of the Supraweditor, and the Prove- 
Aitor of the e; Who not agreeing about the 
7 Extent of their different Commiſſions, form'd two 

Parties, between whom there happen'd a furious 
Pacounter, in which Four hundred were lain 
on both Sides. 

This ſiniſter Events occaſion'd the Republick to 

make freſh Applicattons to the Court of France; 

© and an Anbaſſador is ſent from this Crown to Con- 


BS /tantinople, in order to mediate a Peace. They 
call him Monffeur de Varennes, a Man of a pre- 


© ſumptuous Diſpoſition, and who delights to at- 

S tempt difficult Things. When there could not 
be found a Perſon, willing to undertake a Nego- 

E ciation, which carries ſo little Probability of 2 


ceeding; this Gentleman, in a Bravado offer d 


himſelf; telling the Queen, that he made no doubt 
of {o repreſenting Matters to the Grand Signior, 
Jas would infallibly produce a Peace. 
Ic had been eaſy for Cardinal Mazarini (whoſe 
W Counſel the Queen follows in all Things) to have 
hinder'd this Man's Voyage. But thoſe who are 
accquainted with the Pique that is between them, 
& conclude, That the Cardinal conſented to his Com- 
len, on purpoſe to lay a Train for his future 
== Diſgrace ; as knowing the Boldne(s of his Tem- 


E per was far from being ſeconded with equal 
Wiſdom and. Conduct; and that though he was 


Prone to undertake great and hazardous Actions, 
Vet he never had the good Fortune to accompliſh 
any thing of Moment. 4 

G They 


122 Lerrexs #Hrit by Vol. IIl. 


They that know this Gentleman's Character, 
ſay, That any Example will encourage him 10 : 
ruſh into Labyrinths and Perils, And where kx. © © 
amples are wanting, he is ambitious to be mae 
one himſelf. He fears not to tread in tlie Foot. 
ſteps of ſuch as have miſcarried in the moſt deſ. 
perate Enterprizes ; but promiſes himſelf Sueceß, 
where a Thouſand have fail'd. In fine, he i; 
eſteemed the raſheſt Man living. 

J fend thee this Deſcription of the French An- 
Eaſſader, that thou may'ſt communicate it to the 
Sovereign Divan. It will be no ſmall Advantage 
to know the Temper and Qualifications of forergy 
Miniſters reſiding at the auguſt Port: Eſpecially at 
this Juncture, whereen the Fate of Chriſtendin 
depends. Beſides there carmot be too great Cau- 
tion us'd, to obviate the ſubtile Trains of Card- 
nal Mazarini, who, I fear, is contriving no kind 
Offices to the Ottoman Empire. 

I. kifs the Hem of thy Veſt, 5/luftrious Baſa, 
and bid thee adieu. 


Paris, 24 of the 71h Moon, 
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"LETTER vn. 


HE Captain Baſa has the Reputation of 

| a good Seaman among the French. They 
highly applaud his expeditious Relief of Carta, 
and no leſs commend the Secrecy with which he 
landed his Army, and took the Town of Retim. 
The French are generally great Criticks in Miktary 
Affairs, and are not fo partial e the Honour 
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of the Chriſtians, as to deny the Praiſes that are 
due to an expert Leader among the Mufſulmanz. 
vet they are inconſtant, and ſeldom retain the 
ſame Sentiments long. Every Circulation of their 
Blood, begets new Friendſhips, new Opinions, 
new Cenſures. In this they ſeem to inherit the 
© Vices of the antient Gaz/s, as well as their Coun- 


: 1 Roman Emperor, who made War in this Na- 
© tion, hath left excellent Memoirs behind him: 


= wherein amongſt other things, he deſcribes the 


Nature of the Gauls, their Difpo/itions and genial 
8 Iclinations. He that ſhall my his Writings 
$ which were penn'd above Sixteen hundred Years 
© ago, and ſhall converſe with the preſent French, - 
= will eaſily conclude, That the /a/ter are a living 

& Tranſcript of the former; and that their Humours 


and Actions are exactly copied from his Words. 


vet in nothing does the Character of the primi- 
tive Gauli ſuit more truly, to the preſent Inhabi- 
tants, than in their furious Onſets in a Battel, and 
© their equal Readineſs to Flight. Their e A(- 
= fault ſeems to ſpeak em more than Men, their e- 
= cond, leſs than Nomen; and they ſeldom venture 
on a third, p 
= Wilt thou know then, how they obtain ſo ma» 
ny ſignal Victories ? It is by Stratagems and Mo- 
= ney. Where they cannot circumvent their Ene- ' 
mies, corrupt a Party of them with Bribes 
and Penſions. Thus they purchaſe their Con- 
queſts with a more powerful Metal than Steel. 
The Force of Geld, to which all Things yield, 
lays Cities and Provinces at the Feet of this ifivin- 
cible Monarch. * 
But, I pray Heaven, ſo to proſper the Armies 
of the Empire ſounded on Vertue, that this Infidel 
Prince, and all the Nazarenes, may experience 
their Gold to be as ineffeftual as their Swords, a- 
| G 2 agianſt 
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againſt the Valour and juſt Revenge of the true 
Believers. . 


Paris, 2d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1646. 


** 


LET TEX Nl. 


To the Venerable Mufti, Sovereign 
Guide of the True Believers. 


HO, who art all Goodneſs, the Arch- 
Type of Clemency and Virtue, wilt not 
number me among the importunate, for ſo often 
troubling thee with Diſputes of our holy Law, I 
ask thee no common Queltions, neither am I cap- 
tious, ſeeking Occaſions to darken what is appa- 
rent, or invalidate the Teſtimony of im who 
touch'd the Hand of God. I revere the holy Ora- 
cles, and the Book not dictated on Eaith, Every 
Chapter I read in the Alcoran, makes me bleſs the 
Angel who took ſo many Flights, to bring down 
the /acred Pages from Heaven, And my Reve- 
Tence is increasd towards that Volume of Glory, 
when I.confider it was not haſtily compos'd ; every 
Verſicle being the Product of Divine Premeditation. 
Doubtleſs it excells all the Writings in the World, 
No Scripture before or ſince, has approach'd to 
the my/terious Elegance of thoſe Cele/tial Lines, 
Yet methinks I find a great Profundity of Wil- 
dom in the Treati/es of the Ancients. 

Thau wilt ſay, my Station requires me to 
read Men more than Books, being not ſent hi- 
ther to contemplate, but to act for the Intereſt 
of my Maſter, and the Ottoman Empire, is 


true, - 
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true, my Buſineſs now is to unravel the Deſigns 
of the JInfidels ; but bear with me, if ] tell ther, 
that in order to this I took no wrong Courſe, 
when in my younger Years I apply'd my ſelf to 
Books, which are but Men turn'd inſide out, or 
metamorphoſed into Letters; againſt whom thus 
ſurviving themſelves the Stroke of Death cannot 
revail. 

: Thoſe who have erected Statues of Gold, Sil- 
yer, Braſs, or Marble, to the Memory of departed 
Heroes, can but tranſmit the Effgies of their Bo- 
dies to Poſterity z which, thou knoweſt, is the 
ignobler Part of Man. And herein they come 
ſhort of the AZgyprians, who have the Art of pre- 
ſerving the Bodies themſelves. incorruptible for a 
thouſand Generations. But they who left their 
Writings to Poſterity, have obliged the World 
with an immortal and lively Image of their Mind : 
This is properly the Man, and lives for ever; 
when the Body is conſumed in the Grave, and 
the Statue perhaps is eat up by Time, or de- 
moliſh'd by Envy, 

Pardon this Digreſſion, oraculous and wnerring 
Mouth of God. I have a great deal to ſay, and 
cannot comprehend it in a few Words. It has been 
enjoin'd by our holy Doctors, That a Muſulman 
ſhould not read the Books of 1 Hifidels. But 
tell me, thou who art the Refſofver of Doubts, 
whether this Precept is extended to all, without, 
Exception; or, whether a Diſpenſation may not 
be allow'd to ſach as read thoſe Books with one 
Eye, whilſt the other is fix'd on the Law, which 
balances the Mind with Truth? the Alcoran 
tells us, that the Devil has inſerted ſome Faſſities 
in the 6% Writings : But, is it not poſſible for a 
Man to teparate the good from the bad? I read 
in the Book of Glory, many remarkable Thing; 
concerning Alexander the Great: But is it unlaw- 
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ſul alſo to peruſe what has been writ by other; 
of the Life of that famous Warrior, and holy Pr. 
het ? Both Grecian and Roman Hiftorians have te. 
lated his Adventures in fa, his Battels with 
Darius the Perſian Monarch, and Porus the Indian, 
They praiſe his Continence and modeſt Regard 
to Syfgambic and her Daughters, when they were 
bis Captives ; his inviolable Friendſhip to Ele. 
Aion, whilſt living, and the affectionate Tears he 
' fied for him after his Death. Yet. they condemn 
him of cruel Ingratitude, for ſacrificing Clitus u 
his Choler, and the Fumes of Wine, who was a 
_ faithful Friend, a valiant Soldier, and once had 
ved his Life in a Battel. They cannot paſs over 
the Burning of Perſepolis, without ſome Reflect. 
ons on the unmanly ſoftneſs of this Warrior; 
who, to pleaſe his Concubine, gave Orders, that 
the faireſt and moſt magnificent City in fa ſhould 
de ſet on fire. The Perſians boaſt, that that Ciy 
Was built all of Cedar ; that Cyrus had wholly dif 
une, not only Mount Libanus, but the choicel 

urſeries of that fragant Wood, through all 4%, 
to build this glorious City, in Emulation of Sl. 
mon King of « Fews, who was by other Prince 
thought to value himſelf too bigh, for building 
the Temple of Feruſalem of the fame Materials. 
They add, That Alexander found in this City nine- 
ty Millions of Caracks in Gold; that after the 

bauch was over, and the Flames had conſum d 
to Aſhes this Phenix of Aſia, the Ongueror wept, 
and commanded the Money he had found there 
mould be expended in raiſing another in its room, 
more glorious than the former : But that Thai, 
who had perſuaded him to. ruin it, was the only 
Obſtacle to its Re-edification. For ſuch was her 
Empire over this Monarch; that he could den 


ber nothing. 
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What I have ſaid of Perſepolis, is recorded by 
Perſian Hiſtorians ; other Writers make ſome 
Mention of it, but not ſo particularly, There 
are ſome alſo who mention his demoliſhing of 
Heu,. a City fo ancient, That *tis ſaid to be 
firſt built by one of the Grand Children to Noah, 
of whom thou knoweſt, the Alcoran ſpeaks often. 
They tax him alſo with Cruelty, in cauhng Two 
thouſand of the chief Tyrians to be crecified, 


as a Sacrifice to Hercules. Thou art beſt able to 
judge, whether this be agreeable to Truth; for. 
what Me/ulman will believe, that the victori- 
ous Prophet, was guilty of ſo barbarous an Ja 


latry ? 

The Method he took to ſubdue this impregna- 
ble City, is an Argument of his invincible Cou- 
rage; and that there is nothing impratticab , 
to a Mind arm'd with Reſolution and Perſeve- 
rance. | 

Tyrus was fituated above half a Mile in the 
Sea, when the Macedonian demanded a Surren- 
der. The Citizens truſting to the Strength and 
Height of the Rock whereon they liv'd, (for 
'twas a perfect and and to their Diftance from, 


the Shore of the Continent, bid Defiance to him, 


whom God had ordain'd to ſubdue all Nations 
between the Extremities' of Þdia, and the Pillars 
of Hereules, The Congueror, enflam'd at their Refu- 
fal of offer'd Peace, prepares for an Aſſault. He 


attempted, without the Miracle of Me/es, to make 
a Path for his Army through the Sea. He ſol- 


low'd the Steps of the Babylonian Monarch, who 
not three Ages before, had jein'd this proud Neſt 
ef Merchants to the firm Land. Twice his in- 
duſtrious Soldiers raiſed a Cauſey above the 
Waves to the very Walls of Tyrus ; and as often 
was their Labour defeated by the watchful 7y- 
riazs, When the third time he proved ſucceſs. 
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Ful ; and in ſpight of all their Refiſtance by Fite 
and Sword, after a Siege of Six Moors, he ſcabd 
the Walls, of that Queen of Maritime Cities; and 
convinced the World, that no Human Force 
could put a Stop to his Conqueſts, whom Deſim 
had appointed to chaſtiſe the Nations of the 
Earth. 

That Chapter in the Alcoran, which ſpeals cf 
this renowned Worthy, tell us, That he marched |: 


Jar Eaſtward, ill be came to à Country where the 


Sun riſes. This Paſſage the Chriſtians ridicule, 
faying, that the Sun riſes and ſets in all Countrie:; 
and that there is no ſtated Point of Faft and Hf}, 
in the Fabrick of the World; fince the ſame 
Place which is Eaft of one Country, is Wt of 
another. Thus the Deſpiſers of our holy Law 
cavil at the Alcoran, and ſay, tis compoſed of 
old Wiwes Tales; a rade indigeſted Collection of 
Eaftern Romances, and ſuperſtitious Fables, calcu- 
lated for the Meridian of Ignorance, firſt pre- 
mulged in the ſavage and unpoliſh'd Deſart of 
Arabia, and afterwards propagated by the Sword 


through thoſe Countries, whoſe Vices had baniſt'd 


their Learning, and render'd them flexible to 2 
Religion, whole higheſt Pretenſions conſiſted in 
gratifying the Senſes. 

Theſe Criticks conſider hot at the ſame time, 
that they argue againſt the Oli and | New Te 


lament, (which is eſteem'd the Alcoran of the 


Chriftians) wherein there is often Mention made, 
of the ri/ing and going down of the Sun; of 
Eaſt and WP, as proper Points or Marks, from 
which to take the Situation of Countries. 
Aſſuredly in this they are captious: For tho 
there bo no ſtated Point of Ea, or Weſt in 
the Globe, yet India being the neareſt Region 
of this Continent to that Part of the Horizon 
where the Sun daily firſt appears, it * 
| £1 without 
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* without Reaſon, gain'd the additional Epither of 
| Faſt. And 'twas here the Macedonian Heroe ſweat, / 
** becauſe he could conquer no farther, unleſs he 
would have begun a War with the Fj of the 
Sen. b 
There are many other Paſſages related of 
* Alexander's Temperance, Moderation, Juſtice, 
© Fortitude, and ſuch like Virtues, and ſomething 
; of his Vices. But I will not tire thee with all 
| that is ſaid of this invincible Monarch; nor 
trace him in all his Marches through Aa. I will 
7 not trouble thee . with what they ſay of his 
> Journey into Egypt, and aſpiring to be call'd 
the Son of Jupiter Ammon ; his being poiſon'd 
at Babylon, in the height of all his Triumphs; 
and the cantonizing his Empire among his chief 
© Captains, Whatſoever in theſe Hiflories is agree- 


| able to the holy Alcoran, I acquieſce to; what is 


5 1 * to that Summary of Truth, I reject as 
a Fable. 
* Tell me, thou ſovereign Reſolver of Doubts, 
whether on theſe Terms I may not read the Mei- 
* tings of Infidels ? Books are a Relief to tl. Mind 
* oppreſſed with melancholly, and efpecially Hiftc- 
ries, which elſo bring Profit, by rightly inform- 
ing us of the Tranſactions of paſt Ages: So that 
Things, which were done thouſands of Years a- 
go, are made preſent to us. Where then is the 
Crime in reading theſe Memoirs of the Ancients ? - 
Is it not conſiſtent with the Faith of a Muſſulman 
to read theſe H:/fories, becauſe they were penn'd 
by Heathens ? Muſt we reject all that the Pagans 
did or ſaid ? Why then are the Works of Plutarch 
had in ſuch Veneration by the Princes of our La 
I tell thee, I not only read Plutarch, Livy, Ta- 
citus, Xenophon, Pogbius, with many other Hiſo- 
ria, that were Pagans, but I improve by their 
& Fritings. Such fare Examples of Virtue, ſuch 
Fs G 5 illul- 
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illyi:rious Patterns .of Juſtice. Such ſolid Pre- 
ce pts of Morality as theſe Authors abound with, 
cannot in my Opinion, hurt any Man, who de. 
fices to ſquare his Life by the beſt Rules, 

| read alſo the Poets, whole Fables and Para. 
Be ſeem to me but ſto veal many excellent and 
Profitable Maxims of Human Eaſe. 

The Story of the Birth of Typhon, his warring 
with Jupiter, and his final Overthrow, denetes 
the monſtrous Riſe of Factions in a State, and 
their, Ruin, 

The Cyclops being employ'd by Fupiter in ma- 
king 'Thunderbolts, and killing A ſculapius, for 
which they themſelves were afterwards flain 
Apollo, intimates the Uſe which Sovereign Princes 
make of cruel, covetous and unjuſt Officers ; 
who when they have fulfilled the Pleaſure of 
their Maſters, are abandon'd by them to the Re- 
venge of the oppreſ'd Subjects. This is com- 
monly experienc'd in all Monarchies, and eſpecial- 
ly in the mighty Empire of the O/mans ; where 
the Beſſa's, though the Grand Signior, for the Ends 
of State, connives a while at their unjuſt 
preſſion of the Maſſulmans under their Govern- 
ment, yet in due time, to ſhew his Abhorrence 
of their Villanies, conſigns em over to the Exe- 
culioner. Thou knoweſt to whom the Bow-ſtring 
was ſent laſt ; I wifh his Succeſſor may nat equally 
merit it. 

Act æon's being devour'd by his Dogs, only for 
ſeeing Diana in a Bath, might have rn 4 
Waraing to Uſeph the Blact Eunuch, who could 
not reſtrain his Tongue from babling out tlie 


private Amours of Sultan Ibrahim. It was Dan - 


ger enough. to know the Secret; but to divulge 
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Not much unlike was his Error, who tho? he 
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* proach him with Luxury. Had he been acquaint- 
” ed with the Fable of Endymion and the „it 


times from the Toi of State, and unbend his Mind 
with Recreations. _ 


There are many other profitable Remarks hid- 


dien under the Fictions of the Poersz which, tho? 
* they may ſeem myſterious at firſt View, yet being 
> examin'd with a little Attention, proves as eaſy to 
be underſtood, as the Hierog/yphicks were of old 


to the Egyptians, who knew no other 


Cod the fr ft Fnizile&, who imprinted his Minds 

on Tablets of Marble, in Letters of Arabick, and 

vit the Deca/ogue with a Bram of his Glory; ha- 

ving alſo inſpired all Nations with the knowledge 
of Letters, grant; That whilſt I read the Records 

2 of the Gentiles, I may not forget the Precept of 
the Alcaran. | | 


® Paris, 23d of the 7th Moon, 


of the Year 1646. ka 
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LETTER N. 
5 To Muret Baſſa. 


ing News of xhe talking of Courtray by the 
ench Army. This is à cohſiderable Town in 


8 A Courfrs came to this City laſt Night bring- 


4 Flanders, and command a great part of the Coun- 
= 7. The Duke of © Orltant inveſted it on the 
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ninth of the laſt Moon, and on the eighteenth la 
down before it with the whole Army. The Fe 
ih General haſten'd to its Relief, and brought 
Thirty thouſand Men of Six nations, to combat 
with the French. But they quarrell'd about Pre. 
cedency of Poſt, High Words paſs'd between 
the Duke of Lorrain and General Lamboy. T hus, 
while they ſpent their Time in needleſs Conteſts, 
th: French took the Town: And having left a 
ſtrong Garriſon there, part of the Army com- 
manded by the Mareſchal de Grammont, is march. 
ed to join the Hollanders, with Deſign to attack 
Antwerp ; and the reſt, follow. the Hule of Or. 
leans, who, they ſay, intends to behege Mardi, 
This is a Sea Town that has nothing in it conſ 
derable enough to tempt a Congueror, fave. the 
2 which is of great Importance in theſe 

| We have had no Rains here theſe three Moon, 


which makes the People ſeaar a Famine, Pro 
viſions of all forts are very dear; and thoſe who 


have great, Quantities, of Corn will not bring it 
to the Markets. The Fruits are all blaſted, and a 
Diſtemper rages in the City, which fills all Places 


with Death and Mourning. ' The Cattle drop 


down dead in the Fields, and the Rivers are al 
moſt dried up. Men Janguiſh and wither, as i 
parch'd. up by . ſome inward .. Fire... Fearful 4% · 
ritions are ſeep in the Air; each Night bring 


forth new Proligies;/ Phe People lament the pri Fe 


ent, and prelage 


greater Calamities to cont. 
While Mahmag.. 


Decrees and Deſtiny. I keep in the Path of my Du- 
ty, without turning to the Right Hand or to the 


Lift. I ferve the Grand Signior faithfully : 11 
for the Welfare of 

the Empire. I neither give Alms to the lt 
1 5 | 3 


pray for his Health, and 


eres unmov'd, and neither 
moleſts himſelf nor others, about the inevitaht 13 
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nor do them any Injuries. In fine, If I cannot 
reap any Profit from other Mens Yirtues, I take 
care their Vices ſhall do me no harm. | 
Tis ſaid there will be a Proceſſion here ſhortly, 
whereat'the King, the Queen Regent, and the whole 
Court will aſſiſt bare-foot, for an Example of o- 
| thers. The Body of a certain Female Saint, 
whom they eſteem the Patroneſs of this City, will 
be taken out of the Church, where it lies, and will 
be carried with other Re/iques of Saints thro": the 
Streets of Paris, to attone the Wrath of Heaven, 
which ſeems to be kindled againſt them. = 
In the mean time Iipray Heaven to ſend down 
its Bleſſings on the Ottoman Empire, and pre- 
© ſerve the true Faithful from the three Scaurges of 
= God. | 


Paris, 234 of the oth Moon, | 
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LETTER X. 
To the Aga of the Janizaries, 
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Perceive thou haſt ſollow'd the Advice I for- 

merly gave thee, to read Hiſtories, wherein 
thy Letter ſpeaks thee very converſant. Thou 
wilt have no Reaſon to repent of a Labour that 
affords ſo agreeable a Diverſton, eſpecially to a 
Soldier and Stateſman. They open the Graves, 
and call forth the Dead, without diſturbing their 
Repoſe 3 and preſent to us ' thoſe Heroes living, 
talking and acting great Things, whoſe Bodies 
have lain buried in Silence and Obſcurity many 
Ages. They introduce us into the Cloſets of 


Princes, 
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Princes, revealing -thei.. moſt. ſecret Counſel, 
They make us familiar with the Intrigues of Pe. 
liticians, and the Stratagems of Warriers, In fine, 
there is . or private, in the Court; 
or Camps of the greateſt Monarchs, to which an 
Hifiorian is a Stranger: 

I applaud the Choice tho haſt made of Grecia 
Hiſtories, and ethers of the Ea, ; yetil counſel 
thee not to neglect thoſe of the Weſt. The an- 
cient Roman Writers are full of rare Examples; 
and modern France, which emulates all great 
and glorious Undertakings, takes equal Care 
to commit to Poſlerity, the Lives of © illuſtri- 
ous Perſons. I ſay not this, in Contempt of 
other Countries in Europe. The Chriftian: of 
theſe Parts in general are accurate Hiſtorians, They 
are univerſally Learned, in regard there is no 
Kingdom in Europe, where they have not Schal 
and Academies, where all es and Sciences 
are taught. The Plough-men in the Field ſpeak 
Latin and Greet, which thou knoweſt are now 
grown obſolete, and no where to be lerrnd 
but in Books. The Machapicks are Philoſophers ; 
and every Man ſets up for an Hiſtorian, or an 
Antiquary. It was not ſo in former [Tames, when 
the Ecclefiafiick had engroifd all Manner of 
Learning to themſelves, except ſome few of the 
Nobility and 'Gentry, who had the Advantage of 
Patrimonial Libraries, and Leifure to apply then- 
ſelves to Study. For then it was difficult to 
purchaſe Beos, there being but few: ; and for 
thoſe, they were obliged to the Labour of the 
Scribe. Hence it came to paſs, that only ſuch as 
had Plenty of Money, and a ſtrong Inclination 
to Knowledge, monopoliz'd the chieſeſt Mays 
ſcripts into their Hands, and bequeath'd them as 


a Legacy to their Oi. But, fince the In- 


vention of Printing, Books are infinitely 4 
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ed, grown cheap and common: And thoſe Hiſso- 
Fier and Sciences, which be ſore were ſhut up in the 
Latin, Greek, or ſome of the Oriental Languages, 
are now tranſlated into the vulgar Speech of every 
Nation; whereby the loweſt of People who 
> can but read have the Privilege to become as 
* knowing as their Superiors, and the Slave may 
vie for Learning with his Sovereign. This makes 

* the Naxarenes upbraid the true Faithful with 
* Ignorance and Barbariſm, becauſe Printing is 
not ſuffer'd throughout the _—_— Empire, 
They conſider not the bad quences of this 
Art, as well as the good: And, that the Liberty 
of the Preſs has filld the World with Errors and 
Lies: Beſides, they are Strangers to the Educa- 
tion of the M , who are generally taught 
the Arabick and Perfiax Tongues from their Child- 
heod : In which Two Languages, how many fa- 
mous Hiſtories have been writ? There is no point 
of u Wiſdom, which is not compriz'd in the 
Writings of the Eaſtern Sages. And as for unpre- 
fitable Treatifes and Pamphlets with which the 
Europeans abound, they are ſuperfluous and bur. 
denſome, bringing a double Loſs, both to Wri- 
ter and Reader; while they rob them of their 
Time and Money, and commit a Rape on their 
Underſtandings, Add to this, the fatal Effects 
which this depraved Indulgence of Printing bas 
produced in Chriflendom. What Sacrileges, Maſ- 
ſacres, Rebellions and Impieties, have over- 
= flow'd moſt Parts of the Ve in this licentious 
+ Age? What Hatred among Chriſtians, what Se- 
ditions among Subjects, in Religi- 
on, Contempts of all Law, both Divine, Natural, 
and thoſe of Nations ? The Vices, at which for- 
mer Times would have bluſt'd ; nay, at the ve- 
ry naming ef which our Fathers would have ſtart- 
ed, as at a Prodigy, are in theſe Days committed 
ay openly 
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openly, without Shame, without Contradiction; 
whilſt there are Authors who dare publickly aſſert 
the Cauſe of Impiety, and patronize all manner 
of Prophanations, 

But thou, who haſt: the Honour to guard the in- 
torruptible Seat of Tuftice and Virtue, the bright 
Throne of the O/man Emperors, who are the Ha- 
dows of God on Earth, haſt made ſuch a Choice of 
Books, as commends thy Wiſdom, and the Since- 
rity of thy Morals. Thou'wil not ſuffer thy Ima- 
gination to be tainted with thoſe enchanting J 
deas of Evil, which are drawn by the Pens of ſome 
elegant Writers: All that thou ſeekeſt in Books, is 
to inform thy Underſtanding, rectiſy thy Judg- 
ment, and enflame thy Affections with the Love 
of Virtue. To this end ſerve the divine Precept: 
of our holy Doctors, and other learned Sages ; 
the Writings of Philoſophers, and the Examples of 
renown'd Heroes. From theſe thou gathereſt 
Strength, to practiſe the four material Virtues, 
and all the good Qualities that ſpring from thoſe 
Roots, 

Go on, and increaſe in the Graces and Accom- 
pliſnments, which ſhall render thee worthy to be 
made the Subje& of a particular Hiflory ; while 
the old ſhall recommend, and the young ſhall co- 
vet, nothing more paſſionately, than to read the 
Life of Caſim Hali, Fanizar Aga. 

Mahmut ſalutes thee with a Kiſs of Affection. 
Reverence thy ſelf, and all Men will honour thee, 
So taught Pythagoras. 


Paris, 17th of the 8th Moon, 
F the Year 1646. 
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| LETTEL:XL 
To the ſame. 


+] 
Had forgot to perform in my other Letter 
[ what thou commandeſt me. Yet knowing» 
the Efteem thou haſt for Women of Virtue and 
rare Endowments, and with what Pleaſure thou 
readeſt their Stories, I ſhould never ſend any Di/- 
watch to thee, wherein there is not a Relation of 
Wome Heroine. I will be more di'igent hereafter, 
to obſerve the Diſpoſition of my Suſeriours, and will 
tendeavour to procure a Collection of the Lives 
and Characters of all the famous Women, that have 
been recorded in Hiffory. In the mean while, 
Sear what the French ſay of Chriſtina Queen of 
2deland, of whom thou requireſt a Deſcription. 
She is the only Daughter of Guflavus Adolphus, 
Fhe molt victorious Prince that ever govern'd 
mat Nation, and one of the moſt ſucceſsful 
Warriors in the World, As his whole Life was 
ed in the Field, fo there he received an honour- 
ple Death, being ſlain in the Battle of Lutzer : 
Some ſay, by the Treachery of Duke Albert, who 
Sad in Appearance deſerted the Emperor, and 
Witer'd himſelf a Voluntier to Guſtavus Adolphus, 
formerly mention'd this Duke, and that he was 
Filbd by a Swediſh Lady If the Suſpicion of the 
wedes be well grounded, and that Duke Albert 
as really guilty of the Murder of Guftavas, it 
Day be this was the Motive which brought thoſe 
"42025 into the Field, to revenge the Death of 
Weir Prince. But it is impoſſible to be, ſſur'd of 
e Truth, among fo many different Opinions. 


When 
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to ſee me in this Poſture, fince 1 have fo many ta 


When the French ſpeak of Guſtavus Apby, 
they cannet- reſtrain their Words on this fide; 
Panegyrick. They ſay he was a Prince above a 
Pralle. "Tis certain, his very Enemies admit 
his inimitable Courage, and matchleſs Forum MW - 
I have ſent thee the true Effigies of his Fax, 
4 thou ge ox a moſt _—_— Mixtar 
of Majeſty an nignity, creating Reſpect u 
Love at the ſame in the Beholders Fi Wa 
ſo familiar with every one, as if he had fr © 
himſelf, as well as he was a Stranger to Pri 
He was a great Student in his Youth, and mat: 
himſelf, Matter of Latin, French, and Hain; 
ing alſo perfectly skill'd in Ancient and Moden 
Hiſtories, He had a wonderful Faculty in diſc 
vering Impoſters ; a dexterous Wit in Time d 
Danger and Difficulty, being ready at Counf, 
and ſwift in Execution; and as cunning a i 
Stratagem, as he was bold at an Onſet. He us 
liberal to his Officers, and to all Men of Meri; 
but a ſevere Puniſher of Diſorders in his Am 
And that which crown'd all the reſt of his Vu 
tues, his Piety to Gd was fingular and worth WY 
of Remark, The French relate a memorable Sag 
of this King, when he was once in his Cam? 
before Werben. He had been ſolitary in the Cab 
net of his Pavilion ſome Hours together, 11 
none of his Attendants durſt interrupt him; t 
at length a Favourite of his, having ſome imp 
tant Matter to tell him, came ſoftly to the Do, 
and looking in, beheld the King very devou)Þ 
on his Knees at Prayers. Fearing to moleſt ba 
in that ſacred Exerciſe, he was about to wih? 
draw his Head, when the King ſpied him, andv* 
him come in; faying unto him, Thou aun, 
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Jands of Subjects to pray for me. But 1 4, 
that no Man has more need to pray for himſelf, 1 
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he, who being to render an Account of his Actions to 


none but GOD, is for that Reaſon more cloſely aſ- 
© /aulted by the Devil, than all other Men beſide. 


Guſtavus was born in the Year 1594, at which 


time, they ſay, a Comet was ſeen in the Form of a 
word, with its Point directed toward Germany: 
which the Afrologers of thoſe Times interpreted 
Jas a Preſage of that King's Warlike Genius, and 
of his future Conqueſts in the Expire. He came 
to the Government before he had ſeen full ſeven- 
teen Winters, and was cut off in the eight and 
E thirtieth Year of his Age. 


It is ſaid, That a few Days before his Death, 


when his Soldiers received him with infinite Ac- 


clamations and all the Marks of an unuſual and 


intemperate Joy, he ſeem'd to be troubled at it, 
hgaying, That be took that exceſſive Demonſlration 
% his Soldiers Love, for an Omen of ſome approach- 
ing Diſaſter: And that be was aſſured GOD 


would, by taking him away, teach them, that there 


q ts no Confidence to be repoſed in any Mortal. 


After the Death of Guſlavus, the States of the 
Kingdom aſſembling, proclaim'd Chrifina Queen; 


and during her Minority, committed her to the 


Tutelage of Five principal Officers of the Kingdom, 


who alſo took on them the whole Care of the 


Commmonwealth. 
She is perfect in Seven Language: ; well vers'd 
in Ancient and Modern Philoſophy, and a com- 


pleite Hiforien. In fine, ſhe has acquir'd the Title 


of the moſt learned Princeſs of her Time. 

She is of a moſt graceful and majeſtick AſpeR ; 
has a piercing Eye ; wears part of her Hair 
looſe about her Temples, and flowing down 
in Curls to her Shoulders; the reſt braided up 
behind, in Form of a Wreath. Thus is ſhe re- 
Preſented by her Pifure, which I have ſeen in a 
Gallery of Cardinal Maxarini's Palace, who 2 | 
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ſeſſes a great Veneration for this Queen. Colle 
J have purchaſed this Portraiture, as I did hy 
Father's, I would have ſent it thee : But alle 
Pencils in Paris are hardly ſufficient to ſupply th 
Cloſets and Galleries of the Nobles with thi 
admired Figure. She is become the Il of th 
French. 

Many great Matches: have been offer'd he, 
but ſhe refales all, either for Reaſons of State, 9 
Diflike of the Perſons, or an Averſion the hy 
for a married Life; or through Oppoſition d 
her Nob/-s, who ſeem to covet to be govern'd 
a Maiden Queen, Soon after her Father's Dead, 
the King of Denmark attempted to make he 


his Wife ; but his Addreſs was abruptly n. 


jected. 

No better Encouragement did the King of P. 
land lately meet with, who twice ſolicited the 
ſame thing for himſelf, and was as often repulſed 


- But this, tis thought, proceeded from ſome pol 


tick Reaſons, he being deſcended of Sigi/mund, 
a former abdicated King of Sweden ; all whoſe Þ» 


feerity are for ever excluded from enjoying tie 


Swediſh Crown, by a Law. 
The Engliſb alſo gloried in a Virgin Queen tit 


laſt Age: Her Name was Elizabeth, whom thou i 


canſt not but have heard of. She was the Daugl- 
ter of Henry VIII King of that Nation, due vu 
a Princeſs of an tian dinary Genius, remark 


able for her Wit and Learning. *T'was one of 


her Subjects, who the firſt of all Mortals, fail 
round the Ghbe : And, by his fortunate Service, 
ſhe vanquiſh'd the reputed inwincible Armada dl 
Spain. She govern'd her Kingdom with ſuch ex 
quiſite Conduct, as made the greatett Potentato | 
revere her Wiſdom. Tis to her Bounty te I 
United Provinces owe the Riſe of their preient Þ 
Grandeur and Riches 3 when they addieſs'd " | 
| potem 
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boten Queen in a Form of humble Suppliants, 


titling themſelves, The Poor Diſtreſſed Sta tes. 


But now they're High and Mighty, puſhing for an 
Equality with Sovereign Princes, 

I cannot comprize in a Letter all that may be 
&id of this great Queen. Beſides, Hi/torians vary 


b her Character. Thoſe that ſpeak moſt impar- 
ally, fay, That ſhe had extraordinary Virtues, 
let was not free from great Vices. We muſt not 


Spc in any Mortal, a Temper exempt from 


common Malediction; much leſs in that Sex, 
whoſe natural Weakneſs claims our Indulgence 
Wd Excuſe. It is admirable to ſee or hear of a 
nale, whoſe active Soul can diſengage it ſelf 
om the common Frailties of Women, and per- 
m things ſcarce belew the Power of Maſculine 


irtue. 


; If thou thinkeſt my Letter too tedious, accuſe 


ſelf for eommanding me to write of Perſons 
noſe uncommon Gifts and tranſcendant Virtues, 
moſt accurate Hiſtorians can but render in 
tome; and the moſt durable Records of Fame 
1] 1njure in not being capable to tranſmit them 
Etermty . 


= VE ought not to contemn the Excellencies of 


Wt Nazarenes; who, altheugh they are un- 
Wppy in not knowing the Alcoran, yet they 
Ne a Law engraven on their Hearts; which if 
A res, they ſhall be in the Number of the 
774 
am no Stranger to thy Moderation and 
ice, being fully ſatisfied, that thou honour- 
Virtue, even in the' moſt prejudiced E- 
ny of our bely Profayfon. Let the Furioſo's 
Olig the Muſſulmans Or Chriſtians ſay their 
Paſure, thou and I ſhall be conformable to 
W holy Lawgiver, in believing, That the in- 
mt and good of all Religions ſhall have ns 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon to tremble at the ſecond Sound of the Trum. 
pet. 5h 


Paris, 17th of the 8th Mon, 
of the Year 1646. 


— 
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LETTER XII. 
To the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer 
to the Grand Signior. 


\ HE Duke of Orleant is newly retumd 

from the Campaign in Flanders, He 
ſeems to be either tired with his Fatigues of Wa, 
or at leaſt to be fatisfy'd with his Exploits thi 
Summer. 

After the Conqueſt of Courtray, of which tha 
haſt heard in the Divan, this Prince march'd di- 
rectly to Bergues, which he took after a Siege d 
Six Days. Then being join'd by the Dur d 
Enguien's Forces, he lay down before Marg, 
This Town had been in the Spaniard; Poſſeſbon 
ever ſince laſt Winter, Now it held out to a M. 
racle; but after a ſtout Refiftance, was at lat 
forced to ſurrender. There were ſlain before it, 
many of the chief Nobility of France. Tie 
P. ench enter d it on the four and twentieth of the 
laſt Moon. 

The Churches here are hung with Mournin, 
and the Eſcutcheons of the Heroes, who loſt thel 
Lives in the Bed of Honour. The Bullets which 
Know no Difference between the noble and vu 
ſeem in this Battel to have been directed by An d 
Envy: As if the Flower of the Army had beet 
cuil'd out for Marks, , 
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In a Letter to Murat Baſſa, I gave an Account 
a grievous Drought-and Mortality in-theie- Parts, 
Now Heaven ſeems to be pacify'd ; and the Angel 
of Death has put up bis Savord. Yet the Scarcity 

Corn, and other Neceſſcries, continues ſtill; 
only there is plenty of Wine ; which the Poor, 
ho have moſt Need of it, abſtain from, left it 
mould enrage their Appetites, already ſharpen'd 
with Hunger, whilk they have little or nothing 
t eat. 

| Thou wilt wonder at the Diet of thoſe miſe- 
Fable Wretches, whom Oppreſſion and Poverty 
has forced to feed on Fregs and other Yermin ; yet 
Whey extol it for a dainty Diſh, Both Poor and 


, Rich reckon it a Feaſt, when they can make an 
e Addition of a few Muaſbromes, which they com- 
, monly gather themſelves. This is a Yegetable, of 
1 Which the 1ralian Proverb ſays, Muſhromes vu 

ickled with Spices, may do no Harm, but can do no 


va. 

Cad, who has commanded us to ſeparate the 
clean from the impure, and has taught us what 
Ive may eat without Pollution, grant, That we 
may not, either through Neceſſity, or to indulge 
Eur Appetites, taſte of any Thing, which bas in 
Wt the lealt of the ſeven Maledictions. 


Waris, 14 of the gib Moon, 
* of the Year 1646. 
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LETTER XIII. 


Ts Abubechir Hali, Merchant, in 
Aleppo. 


HO U telle me a tragical Story of one of 

thy Wives, that ſhe is become a Fugitive, 
and gone away with thy Slave Lorenzo, whom J 
remember to have ſeen at thy Houſe at Conſta:- 
tinople, Either thou wert too unkind to them 
both, or gweſt them both too much Liberty: 
Whichſoever of theſe Ways thou haſt exceeded, 
thou art in the Fault. Too gieat an Indulgence, 
either to a Wife or a Servant, makes them pre- 
ſumptuous: And too great Severity hardens 
them to Deſpair. However, fince it 1s fo, I ad- 
viſe thee to comfort thy ſelf with this Thought, 
that thou art rid of wo Ewvils, Had they prov'd 
faithful, they would not have merited that 77/7; 
but now they are neither worthy of thy Grief, 
nor ef thy Revenge. 

But if thou art reſoly'd to purſue them, ask 
not my Counſel or Aſſiſtance in this Place, where 
I ſhould have as much Reaſon to apprehend Dan- 
ger, as they. Tis true, I know thy Save; but 
were I to meet him in the Streets of this City, It 
ſhould be very unwilling, by diſcovering him, to 
be made known my ſelf Beſides, thy Paſſion has 
made thee forget, that the Nazarenes would com- 
mend his Wit, and rejoice in his Fortune, who 
being a Slave to one whom they eſteem an /rf- 
del, has now, by his wiſe Conduct, purchaſed 
both his Liberty, and a beautiful Mate, with no 
ſma'l Treaſure. ; 

I rather adviſe thee to apply thy ſelf to Jaſnir 
Szire Rugial, the little AMroliger in Aleppo, who 

| | perhaps 
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perhaps may tell thee ſome News of 'em. There 
is not a Star in the eighth Sphere can ſtir, with- 
out his being privy to it. And he pretends to 
behold in their Motions, whatever is done on 
Earth. 

But to be ſerious, thy Slave was an ungrateſul 
Fellow, thus to abuſe all thy Favaurs. Thou 


” hadſt made him in a manner Maſter of all thy 


Riches, only reſerving thy Wives to thy ſelf.” 


* And if the Defire of Liberty tempted him to 


eſcape, he ought in Juſtice ro have ſacrificed his 
Luſt to the Regards he ow'd thee.. But every 


Slave is not a Joſeph. Lorenzo's Villany puts me 


in mind of the Continence of an 1talian Mar- 


5. 

"This young Lord fell in Love with a Duche/5 
of ſingular Beauty, but knew not how to make 
her ſenſible of it. At length Fortune favour'd 
him with an Opportunity, beyond his _—— 
tion. One Evening, as he return'd from Hawk- 
ing, he paſs'd Gong the Fields of that Ducheſs, 
bordering on the Palace. The Duke her Husband, 
and ſhe, were walking together, as the yeung 
Lord came by. The Duke ſeeing his Train, and 
what Game they had been at, ask'd him ſome 
Queſtions concerning their Sport, and being ef 
an hoſpitable Diſpofition, invited him into his 
Palace to take a Collation. Nothing could be 
more agreeable to the young Lover. He accept- 
ted the Offer, and here commenc'd an Acquain- 
tance, which made way in Time for an Aſſigna- 
ton between the Ducheſs and him. He was let 
into the Gardens one Night, and ſo conducted 
privately to her Chamber, where ſhe lay ready in 
to receive him. Aſter ſome Compliments, 
the Ducheſs ſaid, My Lord, You are obliged to my 
Huiband for this Favour : avho, as ſoon as you were 
gone from our Houſe, the Fg time we ſaw you, 
gave 
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gave rc fuch Commendations as made me concert, 
an immediate Paſſion for you. Is it true, Madam? 
(reply'd the young Lover already half undreſeg 
Ten far be it from me, to be ſo ungrateful to 5 
Friend. With that he put on his Garments agaiy, 
and took his Leave. 

But it cannot be expected that ſo much Vin 
tue ſhou'd be found in a Habe. I would not hate 
thee vex thy ſelf for what cannot be recovers, 
Adieu, 


Paris, 14th of the gib Meon, 
of the Year 1646. 


LETTER XIV. 
To Solyman bis Couſin. 


Cannot approve thy Singularity, in preſcribing 
to thy ſelf a Rule of Life, different from thit 
wherein thou wert educated, and from the [av 
Cable Manners of all true Believers. Thou haf 
not done well in deferting the publick -Congregas 
tions of the Faithful, to follow the Superſtition 
of new upſtart Sefs; who, whillt they profels 
greater Purity than. others, do ſecretly undermine 
the Credit of our holy Lawwgiver, reproach all the 
Muſſulmans throughout the World, and introduce 
Libertiniſm, and a Contempt of the Majeſty which 
cannot behold Uncleanneſs. 

Are they wiſer than their Fathers, who for 6 
many Ages have ebey'd the ſacred Tradition? 
Or, will they pretend to correct the Meſſenger of 
Goa? He commanded us to obſerve the Puri. 
cations taught by the Angel; Whence do thee 
Innovators derive their new. founded a 
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of diſpenſing with the poſitive Injunctions of Hea- 
den? Will they enter into the Blaſphemy of the 
Infidels? and ſay, the Prophet was a Seducer, and 
that the Alcoran is but a Collection of Fables? If 
they believe the Pages repleniih'd with Truth and 
Reaſon, why do they ſeek to retrench the Divine 
Commandments, and traverſe the Law traniported 
from Heaven ? Is it an Argument of their Piety, 
that they carve out to themſelves ſuch a Religion 
as ſuits with their licentious Spirits? And, that 
they pick and chuſe ſuch Precepts, as indulge them 
malt in a careleſs Life? Is this to be Muſſu/mans, 
that is, r-/ign'd, when they will not obey the /. 
wereign Lawgiver of Heaven and Earth, but upon 
their own Conditions? Couſin, I counſel thee, to 
beware of theſe Schiſmaticks; who by breaking 
the Union of the true Believers, ſecretly oppole the 


eternal Unity it ſelf, on which cur mighty Empire 


: i. founded and reſts. 


I am obliged to the Pof, who waits at my Door, 


un 1 have finiſh'd my Di/parches. Therefore l 
cannot now anſwer thy Letter at large: Another 
time expect a more ample Expoltulation Mean 


while, I adviſe thee, To return to the Practice 
from which thou art fallen: Go to the 4/emblies 
of thoſe, who pour out devout Oraiſons: Keep a 
clear Skin, and a pure Heart; and make not thy 
ſelf a Companion of Savine. 


Paris, 24th of the 10th Moon, 
sf the Tear 1646. 
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LEL I EAR - XY, 


To Haſnadar Baſſy, Chief 7. reaſurer to 
the Grand Signior, 


HIS Day Paris makes a Figure like ancient 
Reme, when that Miftre/5 of the World ho- 
nur'd her Generals with publick Triumphs, at 
their Return from the conquer'd Nations. The 
Streets are hung with Tapeſtry, and ſtrew'd with 
Lawrels : The Shops are ſhut up. The young 
Men and Virgins are cloathed in their beſt Array, 
They walk up and down in Conſorts, ſinging the 
Duke of Enguien's Praiſe ; whilſt the old and de- 
crepid fit at their Doors to ſee the Hero make his 
Entry, and rehearſe the Memoirs of their former 
Years. With Tears of Joy they heap Bleſſings on 
the victorious Youth, as he rides along; And 
throwing their Age and Crutches by for a while, 
they conſecrate reſt of the Day to the pub- 
lick Jubilee. 

Would'ſt thou know the Occaſion of all this 
Joy: *Tis to welcom this Prince home from 
the ſucceſsful Toils of Wars For let his Courage 
and Conduct be what it will, if he had made a 
ſruitleſs Campaign, his Entertainment had been 
different. ut Fortune has been propitious to 
him ; and the happy Event of his Arms Crowns 
him with Glory. 

After the Departure of the Dake of Orleans from 
the Camp, the Command of the whole Army de- 
voly'd on this General, whoſe fiery Genius would 
not let him reſt, till he had done ſomething wor- 
thy of the Character he aim'd at. 

His firſt Attempt was on a Place of no great 
Strength called Furnes, which he took . 
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Then he march'd to Dunkirk, one of the ſtrongeſt 
Towns in Europe. There was in it at that time a 
Garriſon of Five and twenty hundred Feot, and 
Three hundred Horſe, commanded by a Neblemarr 
of great Valour. I think they call him the Marguis 
de Leide. This Govermur did ſo many brave 
Things in Defence of this Place, as even ſurpaſs'd 
his own Fame, and the Expectations of others, 
though both were very = Yet at length he 
was forc'd to yield to Courage and Fortune 
of the young Duke ; and that at a Time when the 
other Spaniſs Generals were coming to his Relief. 
The Town was ſurrender'd on the 75th of this 
Moon. And the Duke having leſt the neceflary 
Commands to the Mareſchal, Ris Lieuetenants, to 
come home to receive the Acclamations of the 
People, the Honour of a publick Triumph, ard 
the particular Careſſes of the King, and the whole 
Court. AmidR all this Applauſe and Glory, he 
muſt be content to ſtand the Shock of Envy, which 
always endeavours to leſſen the Reputation of the 
brave and heroick. 

As for Mahmut, he neither envies nor admires 
the fading Honours of Mortality : Knowing, That 
when a Man is on the higheſt Pinacle of Hu- 
mane Glory, he ſtands uneaſy ; nor can he de- 
icend from thence, but by a Precipice. 


Paris, 24th of the 10th Moon 
of the M4 1646. 4 
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To Ibrahim Hali Cheik, a Man of th: 
Law. 


T it be a Sign of a flouriſhing Sate, when 
| Vices are ſuppreſs'd, one wouid preſage, I hat 1 
Paris is in a thriving Condition. The Governor : 
of this City has newly publiſh'd an Edict, Forbid- 
ding all Stews and Brothel-Houſes, under ſevere a 
Penalties; baniſhing all Harlots, and ſuch as b7 ö 
the Toleration of the Government have hitherto 
made a Profeſſion of Whoredom, getting a Liveli- 
hood by debauching the Youth of the City. 'This 
appears a great Novelty to the French, who in this 
Matter have been permitted all along to live in an 
unbridled Licentiouſneſs, The lewder fort exclaim 
with open Mouth againſt this unſeaſonable Rigour, 
(as they call it z) and thoſe who are aſhamed to 
appear publick Advocates for Harlots, yet private- 
| Iy murmur againſt the Super iours, for retrenching 
| a Liberty, without which, they ſay, their Lives 
would be uncomfortable. - 
They give a very favourable Character of a 
N Pore; calling her, A certain kind Creature, born 
to mitigate the Labours, and ſoften the Cares of Hu- 
mane Life. They plead, That ſuch Women are 
nece ſſary Members of a Commonwealth ; whilſt 
with their Careſſes they reſtrain libidinous 
Youth from falling into greater Enormities: 
That the States receive no {mall Profit from the 
Tribute which is levied on theſe Houſes of Plea- 
fure ; and that therefare they have been, and 
are permitted in all Countries 'I'hat the hoy 
Father himſelf tolerates an in finite Number of 


them in Rome, which nevertheleſs has — 
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the Title of the Holy City. That all the Princes 
in Laly have follow'd his Example, there being 
no other way to prevent Adulteries, Inceſts, and 
the Vice which ought not to be named. That 
the State regarded not the Morality or Immorality 
of Mens Actions, any farther than they tended to 
the publick Welfare : And in fine, that ſo viſt a 
Number of Prieſis, and Religious, ſerved for no 
other End, but to attone by their Saerifices, 
Prayers, Alms and Faſtings, for the Sins of the 
Feople. 

Theſe are the Diſcourſes of ſuch as patro- 
nize the Corruption of Government; and are 
unwilling to be wean'd from a Wickedneſs, 


* eſtabliſh'd by immemorial Cuſtom in the Ci- 


ty. But thoſe who cheriſh an Eſteem for Vir-- 
tue, and an incorrupt Life, applaud the Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Reſolution of the Magiſtrate, ſaying, 


That he deſerves a Statue to be erected to his 


Memery, who firſt had the Courage to check 
this popular Evil, and introduce an Integrity of 


* Manners. 


I, who was bred in the Pre on of Purity, and 


the Law which admits no Pollution, cannot but 


> acquieſce to the Sentiments of the latter ; our holy 


Law giver having expreſly forbidden the Practice 
of Uncleanneſs and Fornication with Strangers, 
and Women that proſtitute themſelves to all Lo- 


ven. It being ſufficient, That to gratify Human 


Paſſion, and to ſweeten the Toils of Life, he has 
indulg'd us the Uſe of four Wives, and as many 
other Females as we can purchaſe, either by the 

Sword, or Money. | 
Adieu, ſage Cheik; and, if I have interrup- 
ted thy more important Studies with fo tri- 
vial a Subject, believe, That it is for want of a 
proper Occaſion to ſignife to thee, how much. 
thou art in my Thoughts; and that I would, 
H 4 not 
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not have our Friendſhip die through too long 
Silence. 


Paris, 24th of the 16th Moon, 
of the Dar 1646. 


LETTER XVII. 
To Muſtapha, Baſſa of Siliſtria. 


H E Fortune of War has raviſh'd A/ac from 

the Grand Signior, but has not robb'd thee 
of the Glory thou acquiredſt three Years ago in 
the Conqueſt of that City, nor ſullied thy preſent 
Arms with any Marks of Diſgrace, that were of 
late ſo vigorouſly employ'd to reheve it. Had 
the Muſcovites perform'd the ſame part, when 
thou didſt encircle that Neft of Pyrates with the 
Ottoman Forces, as they have now done, the 
Co//acks would not then ſo tamely have abandon'd 


their native Seat, and left the Characters of their 


Deſpair, imprinted in the Ruins of their Habita- 

tions, The Protection of that potent Crown 

has given them new Vigour ; and 'tis to the Va- 

lour of thoſe Normern Salvages they owe the 

_ they now enjoy, to fit by their own 
ires. 

The Mu/covites are a fierce and warlike Nation, 
inur'd to Hardſhips from the Womb. The Mid- 
wives plunge the new-bern Infants in cold Wa- 
ter; and if they out- live not that Tryal, the Mo- 
ther thivks her Child not worth a Tear. The 
Women have no partial Tenderneſſes for their 
Babes, but cherifh all for the Service of their 
Country. They teach them, when young, to 


rowl 
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rowl in Snow, and bathe themſelves in Ice dif- 
ſolv'd to Water. They make them familiar with 
the Extremities of Heat and Cold, Hunger, Thirſt 
and Labour, that when they come of Age, and 
can bear Arms, they may go boldly to the Wars, 
and bravely throw their Lives away to ſerve the 
publick Good. In this they ſeem to revive the 
Wiſdom of the ancient Spartans, who gloried in 
nothing ſo much, as in educating their Youth 
hardy, and free from the effeminate Soſtneſs of 
other Nations. They efteem'd Infancy and Youth 
the Spring-time of good Manners, when Virtue is 
in the Bloſſom : If that be nipp'd or blaſted, the 
Fruit muſt prove abortive, and unprofitable, 
Therefore they took Care to ſeaſon their early 
Years with wholſome Inſtructions and maſculine 
Exerciſes, 

Who, among the Warlike O/mans, does not 
laugh at the unmanly Education of the Perſian 
Sophi's, who being for ſo many Years confin'd to 
the Company and Diſcipline of Females, ſeem fit- 
ter to be made Overſeers of a Nurſery than to 
aſcend a Throne ? 

But thou wilt ſay, I take large Leaps from the 
North of Europe to one of the moſt Southern 
Tracts in ia. I was diſcourſing of the Muſco- 
vites, and the Aſſiſtance they afforded the Cofacks 
in recovering A/ac. I paſſed from thence to the 
Manner of their Education. Permit me now to 
divert thee with ſomething lar and uncom- 
mon, in the Character of the Ryſian Women. I 
am acquainted with a Gentleman in this City, 


who has travelſd through all that Part of Furepe, 


and reſided ſome Years at Meſco. He ſays, 
the Ryffiax Wives think th ves not belov- 
ed by their Husbands, anlefs they beat them 
efery Day. They take his Correction as a Mark 
© his Favour and Eſteem. If theſe filly Females 
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are angry or peeviſh, he has no other way to 
court them into a better Humour, but by Stripe, 
This is the only convincing Argument of his $. 
vereignty over them, the Demonſtration of his 
Manhood, the Charm which faſtens both their 
Love and Obedience. 

He highly applauds the abſolute Reſignation 
which the People ſhew to their great Duke, in 
that they pretend not to poſſeſs their Eſtates and 
Lives, but through his Favour, and during his 
Pleaſure. He ſays, the Succeſſion of the Czars, or 
great Dukes of Ruſſia, was in former Times de- 
termin'd after this manner. A great Stone was 
placed in a large Field belonging to the City of 
Moſcow : When any Czar died, his Sons, or the 
next of Kin, were conducted into this Field, and 

laced all at an equal Diſtance from the Stone, 
hen, at a certain Signal given, they all ran to- 
gether toward it ; and he that firſt reach'd it, fo 
as to ſtand on the Top of it, was eſtabliſh'd in 

the Throne. 
The Reverence which theſe People pay to 
their Prince, may, in part be aſcribed to his ſel- 
dom appearing in Perſon to them, and then fur. 
rounded with his Boyars or Nobles, in the mot 
magnificent Equipage that can be ſuppoſed pro- 
per to ſtrike a Terror and Awe into his Sub- 
Qs, and cauſe them to honour him as little 
eſs than a God. The Eyes of the Vuigar are 
dazled with ſo many Splendors of Silver, Gold 
and Jewels ; and when the great Duke makes his 
ſolemn Appearance, or Cavalcade, they are al- 
moſt ready to think, that Heaven has d . 
ed to Earth, to do them the Honour of a Viſit. 
'Theſe are the Arts of Ruyfian Policy, by which 
ſuch an infinite Number of People are charm'd 
into an Obedience to the Sovereign. Doubtleſs the 
Majefty of a King receives no foal Luſtre from 
1 externa) 
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external Ornaments ; the Multitude being cap- 
tivated with whatſoever is gay and glittering. 
Yet our glorious Sultans ſcorn to borrow Advan- 
tage from, or owe their Grandeur to, any thing 
but their exalted Blood, and ſublime, innate Vir- 
tues. 
But every Nation have their peculiar Cuſtoms, 
and diſtin Reaſons of State. The Conltitu. 
tion of all Government is not alike. The Mo- 
del of Lacedæmonian Policy would fait ill with 
Athens. 

Thou, whoſe Education was in the Royal Sera- 
glio of the O/man Emperors ; who haſt been in- 
ſtructed to imitate the Bee, which ſucks Honey 
from every Flower : 'Thou that knoweſt how to 
make a Choice of good Examples, and to reject 
the ill; practiſe the Valour of one Nation, the 
Prudence of another, the Frugality of a third; ſo 
ſhalt thou be conſummate in Virtue, and. acquit 
thy ſelf a good General, 


Paris, 15th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1646. 


LETTER. XVIII. 


To Solyman-Kyzlar Aga, Chief of the 
Black Eunuchs. 


Am juſt now return'd to my Chamber, from 
the Palace of the King. As I paſs'd along the 
Streets, I ſaw in every Face. the Signatures of a 
profound Sorrow, which ſeems to have diffuſed 
it ſelf ever their whole Bodies ; for both the. 
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Court and City have put on Mourning for the 
Death of Henry Bour bon, late Prince of Conde. 

He was not full fixty Years of Age, when he 
left this viſible World, to be new born in a Re- 
gion utterly unknown to Mortals. The French, 
not without Reaſon lament the Loſs of a Man, 
who, to ſpeak the leaſt of him, buoy'd up the do- 
meſtick Intereſt of this Kingdom, which ſeem d 
otherwiſe inclining to totter. He was the Bx. 
lance which pois d the different Paſſions of the 
Court and City, by his Prudence and Juſtice 
calming both into a peaceable Medicority. 

He was born ſome Moons after his Father's 
Death, whom the moſt execrable Method of mur- 
dering would not ſaffer to ſpin out thoſe Years 
which Nature would have indulg'd him, being 
ſnatch'd away by Poiſon. 

Henry IV. fo long as he remain'd without Iſſue, 
fix'd his Eyes on this poſthumous young Prince, 
and gave him an Education ſuitable to one whom 
Fate had deſign'd to be the Heir of the Crown, 
Yet afterwards Jealouſy cool'd his Affection, 
when the Prince had married Charlotte the Dyk: 
of Montmorency's Daughter, whom Henry IV. lo- 
ved to a Degree of Paſſion, 

It is dangerous to have a ſovereign Prinee 
one's Rival in Love. That Match had well nigh 
ruin'd the young Prince of Conde. He was for- 
ced to fly into Holland with his Princeſs, and 
make that Province the Sanftuary of her Honour, 
From thence he trayell'd through Germany, and 
return'd not to France, *till after the Murder of 

During the Minority of Lewis XIII. he head 
ed the Factions, affecting to become popular. 
Were it not this Ambition, his Life had been 
without Blemiſh, and he might have blown out 


Diogenes his Mid. day Candle, But no _ 
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free from Fault. All the Difference between the 
yirtuous and vicious conſiſts in this, That one 
commits fewer Crimes than the other, and thoſe 
not by Intention or Habit, but through the inſu- 
rable Proclivity of Nature. Every Man has 
| p genial Vices, his Conftitutional Errors, and tho" 
be may appear as a Saint in all things elſe, yet in 
” theſe he will Gill be a Sinner, 
He ſuffer'd Five Years Impriſonment in the 
Baſtile, which is a Place put to the ſame Uſe, as 
the Caſtle of the ſever Toxuers, in Conflantinoph. 
The Princeſs his Wife was his Compauion all the 
time, and ſhared in his Misfortunes, as well as 
his Proſperity. | | 
During that tedious Confinement he became 
> Father of a Daughter, who was afterwards mar- 
= ried to the Duke of lhe. And when he 
was ſet at Liberty, he the Duke of EZn- 
1 glen, now Prince of Conde, and the Prince of 


The French fpeak well of the departed Prince, 
* He was of a hvely Spirit, chearful and affable in 
Converſation, mixing daily Recreations with his 
© ſeverer Buſineſs, tegularly obſerving Order in all 
dis Affairs. Yet they fay he was covetous, ha- 
ving heaped up yu Treaſures by a Parſimony, 
| —4 none of Blood had ever before pra- 
On his Death-bed he recommended two things 
to the Practice of his Son, the Duke of Enguien ; 
Never to Revenge a private Injury; and, Freely to 
= hazard bis Life for the publick Good. 
I choſe to tranſmit to' thee the News of this 
EZ Prizce's Death, with this brief Account of his 
© Life, and Characters of his Diſpoſition, in regard 
thou haſt ſeen him in Germany, and I remember 
do have heard thee ſpeak in his Praiſe. Epoch 
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Continue to love Mahmut, who is never ſorget. = 
ful to oblige his Friends, 1 


Paris, 15th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1646, 
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LETTER XIX. 


— 1 


To the Kaimacham. 


HE Poſts from Catalonia came in laſt Night, 

laden with ill News from the Army, which 

has been forced to decamp from before Lerida, 

leaving the greateſt part of their Artillery to the 

| Spaniards, That Place was always fatal to the 

| French, Vet the Paſſion of the Court vents its 

ſelf on the Count d' Harcourt becaufe he could 

not reverſe the Decrees of Deſtiny. All his for- 

| mer meritorious Actions ſeem now to be cancell'd 

If! by this one Diſgrace, though it was unavoidable : 

So peeviſh are Princes, when their Expectation: 

| are croſs d. Some ſuſpect him guilty of private 

„ Correſpondence ; others tax him with Cowardiſe. 

All this is during the Heat of their Reſentment : 

The ſame Perſons, it may be, will change their | 

Cenſure when they conſider, That he had lain be- 
fore it ſeven Moons, even *till the Trenches of his 8 

Camp were fill'd with Snow, and that his Soldi- 

| ers died of Famine or Cold: For the Winter be- 

| gan to be inſupportable, and the Country was 

1 barren of all Things neceſſary to ſuftain ſuch an 

l Army. I cannot ſee wherein this General de- 


ſerves Reproach ; unleſs it be a Crime to be a 
Man, and to have the Command of ſuch as are 
made of Fleſh and Blood as well as he. 


In 
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In Haß, the French have talteun Verde and 
Porto Longone. This litter is the moſt important 
Town in the Je of Elbe, yet was not able to ſuſ- 
tain above nineteen Days Siege | 

They ſay, There is a Fountain in this and, 
whoſe Waters flew at the Sun iſug, but in the 
Evening are dried up. The Super /{1t:ous have odd 
Conceits of this Fountain reliſhing of the ancient 
Pagan Vanities; but the Learned attribute it to 


Natural Cauſes. So the Jews tell of a River in 


the Eaſt, that ſtands {till on the Seventh Day of 
the Week, This they adduce as a Confirmation 


of their Law, which commands them to reſt from 
> Labour on the Seventh Day, becauſe on that Day 
* God refted from forming the Creatures of the 
* World. They ſay alſo, 'That the Satyrs and other 
>> Monſters of the Deſart, ſhun the Light of the Sun 


that Day, hiding themſelves in Caverns of the 
Earth, and curſing the Sabbath becauſe it ſurprized 


Cad before he had quite finiſh'd their Forms ; for 


= which Reaſon they are imperfect and monſtrous to 


this Day. 
The Divine Unity, who is the Root of all Num- 


© ers, and has conſecrated the Number Seven to 


many myſterious Ends, grant, That neither thou, 
nor I may forget the Anſwers we muſt give to the 


Seven Queſtions of the Porter of Paradi/c. 


Paris, 7th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Near 1646. 
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LETTER XX 
To Bajazet, Baſſa of Greece. 


appears to me by evident Symptoms, that 
there is ſome deep Defign a-foot in this Cour, 
The Grandes aſſemble often, and fit late. Ex. 
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: 
traordinary Couriers are {ent out, and come in, 1 
all Hours of the Night. Strange Reports are in- 
duſtriouſly ſpread about the City. Trading is at 
a Stand, the iers refarv'd, and little Money i | 
ſtirring, which -makes the Populace murmur, WW © 
plain of the Times, as is uſual in pub- i | 


They com 
lick Diſcontents: The od diſcourage and incenſe 
the young, by making Compariſons of this Age 
and Reign, with the happy Days of Herry th 
Great. They fill their Ears with Golden Stories 
of former Times; and inſpiring into them a 1 
Love of the paſt, they equally introdute a Hy BW 4 


Seren BOG = aA w ea kc 


tred of the preſent Government. Theſe an WW I 
the common Artifices of Faction; and though I 

none appears yet under any difiint Name or Ti: (20 
tle, yet it is ealy to pregnoſticate from thele no 


Preludes, that eber long the Mask will be u- 
ken off, and Sedition will ſhew her ſelf bare 


T'other Day a Fellow run crying throvgh te 
Streets, God ſave the King, but the Devil tait tht 
Italian. He was follow'd by a few, and thoſe 
of the moſt contemptible. Yet no COficer 
or Magiſtrate in this City would cauſe }:im to be 
apprehended, or attempt to ſuppreſs the Mu 
tiny he was raiſing. The Citizens ſmil'd at bis 
Boldneſs, and Money was brought him from un- 
known Hands: The Women bleſs'd him as4 


Prophet, and the Virgins fell down . the 
tart 
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* Altars, on his Behalf: The Temples were crowded 
* with Votaries, or rather with the Fautors of this 
new Sedition; as if they ſtrove to draw their 
Gods into the Cabal, and would make Heaven it 
ſelf abet their Tumults. His Train increas'd as he 
| meaſur'd the Streets; till at length he was ſeiz'd 
© by the Royal Guards, the Rabble diſperſed and 
all things reſtored to Quiet. That Night a dou- 
dle Watch was kept throughout the City; the 
Fellow was ſtrictly examin'd, and put to the Rack 
yet no Conſeſſion could be extorted from him, 


* fave That the publick Good induced him to take this 
which 


_— That the Tyranny and Oppr 
Cardinal Mazarini exerciſed were injupportable : 


«fare of his Country. He is condemn'd to the 


For he is locked on but as an Inſtrument ſet at 


2 uſed to find out the Authors of this Novelty. 
= work by ſome Male-contents of higher Quality, 


and the Fore-runner of ſome moe formidable: 


Inſurrection. ? 

* Proclamations are iſſued out, to forbid all Diſ- 
courſe of State Matters: But the People ſpare 
not to whiſper their Sentiments. 
= The young is taken ill, which — 
the publick Jealouſy : Men flake their Heads, 
and look dejeted, as they walk along the Streets. 

Some menace Revenge with their furrow'd 
Brows; others ſpeak openly, That the Kingdom is 
eld to Strangery, A general Conſternation and 
Diſorder has ſeizd all, while their Fears prompt 

them daily to expect a Change. To obviate 
the Miſchiefs which thoſe popu lar Paſſions threa- 
ten, Soldiers are drawn from divers Parts of 
che Country by Maxarini's Order, and by inſen- 
ble Companies quarter'd up and down Paris. 

Terween theſe and the Citizens, there happen 


divers 


And that he aas ready to ſacrifice his Life for the 
Callies uring his Life. And great Endeavours 
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divers Quarrels, frequent Murders are commit. 
ted : While the Night, which covers all Thing 
with Darkneſs, ſerves to ſhroud their muta 
Outrages, and private Reveuges. Thus the pub. 
lick Calamities are cheriſh'd : What will be th: 
Iflue, Time will evince. 

In the mean while, the Aﬀairs of Germany and 
Swedeland, ſeem to be in a fair way of Compo. 
ſure. Divers Treaties are on Foot in order to: 
general Peace in Chrifendom., The Embaſſadn 
and Deputies of the ſeveral centeſting Crown 
have frequent Conferences. But each Party in 
fiſts ſo vehemently on Circumſtantials, that no 
thing but fruitleſs Demurs conclude their Meet. 
ings. France has a great Stroke in all theſe Af- 
fairs : And 'tis grown to a Proverh, That Card: 
nal Mazarin carries all the Courts of Europe in 
Bis Boſom. 

The Sauedes treat like ViFors ; and the German, 
tho' much enfeebled, yet cannot forget the Ms 
Jefty of the Imperial Sceptre. The Danes have an 
Intereſt to proſecute, and the Poles are not with: 
Out their Pretentions. National Pride and Honour 
have a great Influence on theſe Crowns. But the 
Hollanders, like Merchants, act according to tle 
Rules of Profit. They ſtand on mo Punctilus, 
but ſuch as advance their Traffick ; knowing that 
Money is the Nerves of War. In this they at 
to be eſteem'd wiſe, their Commonwealth being u 
yet but in her Nonage : Her Strength not I, 
nor ſhe in a Capacity to wreſtle with her poteit 
Neighbours. | * 

England finds Buſineſs enough at Home, 0 
employ both her Money, Wit and Arms. Nor 
can the be at Leiiure to attend to foreign Tranl 
actions. | 

Spain ever follows the Intereſt of the Germs! 
Court, it being the unalterable Maxim of tit 


Hou!! 
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* Houſe of Auſtria, to remain united, and aggrandixe 
Ci: elf | 

— has various Intereſts; and Venice in parti- 
cular, is in ſtrict Friendſhip with this Court. 

* Portugal is ſtill upon her Guard, againſt the 
reſtleſs Spaniards: And Don Fuan de Braganza 
makes foreign Alliances. . 
> The /upreme Monarch of the wifible and invifible 
Worlds, who fits on the Throne of Adamant, under 
the Covers of the eternal Tree, grant, That the 
Diſtractions of theſe [nfide/ Princes and States 
may continue, till the Time aprointed by Fate 
Nall come, wherein the faichful Oſmans ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the Red Apple. 


Pais 25th of the 1fl Moon, 
? of the Year 1646. 


LETTER XXI. 
To Peſtelihali, his Brother, 


1 Thought my ſelf . wear by the Son of my 
| er'd ſo many Decadi of 
Moons to meaſure out the 'T'erm of his unkind- 


Mother, who has. {| 


Piience, and of my Melaneholy. Tis now 
| Whree Years ſince I heard from thee +: But I will 


| Pot complain of a Fault ſo ingenuouſly expia- 


ed. though late. Thou haſt made me ample 
Bmends, in {ending me ſuch an elaborate and 
, Wuccintt Hiſlory of thy Travels: In reading 
which, I know not whether my Pleaſure or 
Frohe is greater. Thou haſt ſo interwoven de- 
incl Adventures of thy own, and pleaſant 


! ſervations, 


1 
* aſlages of others, with curious and ſolid Ob- 


S inſtru him in true Philoſophy, found Morals, ad 
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ſervations, that a Man improves himſelf infer. 
fibly, whilſt the charming Language and Miſe. 
lany ſerve as a Spur at once to rowze and faſt 
— Attention to Points of moſt uſeful Knoy. 

The Chriflians are apt to deſpiſe the true Bal. 
wers as a Company of ignorant People, uns., 
quainted with the World, unpoeliſh'd both in their 
Underſtandings and Manners, not vers'd in the 
kberal Sciences, nor addicted to the Study of ay 
thing, but Riches and Honour, and how to ac; 
men the Muſſulman Empire. They conſider nt 
at the ſame ti That God has made us ratimu 
Creatures as well as them; has endued us with 
the ſame natural Faculties; and, That in all Ne 
tions he has inſpir'd ſome with a Thirſt of Knoy- 
ledge, furniſhing them alſo with the Abilities and 
Means to attain it. They conſider net, That i 
Printing be prohibited among us, tis to ſupprek 
the Multitude of unprofitable Books, with whict 
Europe too much aboands : And that in their fied 
we have many thouſands of induſtrious Scribe, 
whoſe whole Employment is to tranſlate the 
moſt excellent and learned Treati/6s of the 4 
cients. And, That conſequently, a ſtudious Mak 
metan cannot be deſtitute of ſuch Books, as may 


Hiſtory of the moſt memorable Tranſactions in tie 
orld. Aſſuredly, our Arabia may boaſt of tet 
Avicens, Meſues, Awerroes, H alis, and Av 
mazars ; and that ſhe has brought forth many e 
thers who need not, in any Point of Humane d 
Divine Learning, yield the Palm to the moſt emi- 
nent Doctors, Philoſophers, Orators, and Potts, v 
mong the Chriftians. - ; 

Add to this the equal Benefit ſome of ou 
Belief reap, by travelling into foreign Cout 
tries, which crowns all their Studies with ay 

rum 
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rimental Knowledge and Wiſdom ; rendring them 
1 1 familiar with the different Natures of Men, and 
| the various Cynſlitutions of Gevernment, as before 
ä hey were with Boots. 
This appears evident in thy Letter, which is 
repleniſt'd with ſo many ſolid Remarks and ſage 
Comments on the Laus, and Cu/torms of the Re- 
dient through which thou haſt paſs'd, their Rei- 
ions, Strength and Richer, and whatſoever elſe 
was worthy a Traveller's Notice; that were this 
Narrative publiſh'd in Chriflendom, the Nazarenes 
would forbear to ſpeak ſo contemptibly of the 
true Believers. 
But they flatter themſelves with a falſe Notion, 
that the Orromans never travel beyond the Limits 
of their own Empire, except the publick Chiauſes, 
who are ſent by the Grand Signior, « They are 
Ignorant, that the auguf? Port maintains private 
HAerts in all Nations; and that there is hardly 
any Prince's Court in Chriflendom without a Mufſul- 
$741 in it one time or other, *T'is true, we ap- 
pear not in the Garb peculiar to the EA. Our 
Mi ien requires a Conformity to the Faſhions of the 
People where we reſide. But we will retain the 
interior Veſtment of Mabometan Purity, being in 
a double Senſe circumciſed, Thus we become 
Maſters of the Chriſtians Secrets, whilſt they ac- 
count us ſtupid, ignorant, and Men void of com- 
mon Senſe. 
= Beſides, had we not this Advantage in theſe 
ifern Parts, yet the univerſal Privilege of tra- 
velling and maintaining free Commerce over all 
the Eaſt muſt needs afford great Opportunities of 
FAccompliſhment to ſome among the Caravans 
Jof ſo many thouſands as viſit Perſia, India, Chi- 
Naa, Tartary, and all Places where the Faith of the 
Noner of God is profeſſed. . 


_—— * — 9 - 
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I am extreamly pleaſed wirh thy fortunate Þ, 
ſcape from Robbers on the Road, whoſe Malice 
rarely extends farther than to deprive a Man d 
thoſe outward Goods, which, if he be wiſe, þ; 
will not call his own, Much more am I delight 
with thy Deliverance from thoſe Female Thieves, 
who teal from Men their Hearts and Reaſq, 
which laſt is our nobleſt, and only proper Inde 
ritance. All Perſia and the Indies abound ig 
Courtezans ; and he had need of O/min's Challit, EF 
who would withſtand ſo many and ſtrong Temp. Wn 
tions. 

Thou needeſt not wonder at the Effeminacy 
of the preſent Megul, who ſuffers himſelf zu 
his State to be govern'd by Women. That {i 
tle, and aſpiring Sex, have always ſought v 
undermine or over-reach our Race. They kee 
behind the Scenes, yet act their Parts in all the 
Tragedies and Revolutions of the World. The Fs. 
ther of the preſent Indian King made an abb 
lute Reſignation of his Sovereignty to his Queer, 
for four and twenty Hours. This Prince by : 
ſtrange Affectation, called himſelf King of !t 
Nord. His Wife was the Daughter of an A4raviu 
Captain, who had ſerved him in the Wars: Bu 
having forfeited his Head by ſome notoriou 
Treaſen, his Daughter went and threw herlell z 
the Mogul's Feet to beg his Life. He fell pal: 
onately in Love with her, (for ſhe had not het 
Equal for Beauty in all the EAA) granted tet 
Petition, and married her. Afterwards ſhe git 
ſuch an Empire over him that he would do 9. 
thing without her Advice and Conſent. At he 
Inſtigation he made War or Peace: And u 

leaſe her cruel Humour, he put out the Eyes d 
his eldeſt Son. But, not. ſatisfied with thek 
Diſcoveries of his Love, and reſolving to make 
her ſelf famous by ſome extraordinary oa 
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te never ceas'd ſolliciting the King, with all the 
arts of Female Policy, till ſhe had prevail'd on 
Kim, to ſurrender up his Authority to her for the 
pace of a Day. In which time (having prepared 

il things before hand ready for her Purpoſe) ſhe 
Tauſed two Millions of Rowpies, in Silver and 
Gold, to be coin'd and ſtamp'd with the twwekve 
ens of the Zodrack, contrary to the fundamental 
Haro of the Empire, the expreſs Prohibition of our 
Sol; Prophet, and the univer/al Practice of the M/- 
man, throughout the World, who admit not the 
Ne preſentations of any Creatures that have Life, 
His Relation I had from my Uncle U, who 
Felided in the Indian Court Eleven Years, He 
&4ded moreover, That during this ſhort Female 
Neige, ſhe cut off the Heads of Seven Grandes, 
She moſt zealous for the Muſſulman Faith among 
ll the Indian Princes, and eſtabliſh'd as many 
W1laters in their Places: And that, if her Or- 


Pers had been fully executed, ſne had quite 


Ehanged the Government, conſecrated the moſt 
Se:utiful Moſques to the Service of 1dels, extermi- 
Wated the true Faithful, and reſtored the ancien 
bominations of the Infidels 3 which thou wilt not 
ink imprafticable, when thou conſidereſt, That 


tr exceeds that of the Muſſulmans, there being 

en thouſand of thoſe, to a hundred of ſuch as 
Proſeſs the Unity of the divine Nature. But how- 
ver, there was Loya/ty found even among thoſe 
Pagans; and they would not ſuffer a blind Zeal 
Wor the Worſbip of their Gods, to ſupplant the Duty 
Whey ow'd their Xing. | 


The Deſcription thou haſt made of Candahar, 
ad the Method thou haſt projected to take that 
„enable City, diſcover at once thy Conduct 
ird Diligence, in procuring Liberty to ſurvey 
L narrowly, the moſt important Place of the 


1 . Tnazes 3 


i She Number of the Uncircumciſed in the Indies,” 
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Indies ; and thy Skill in Fortifications, with the 
Quickneſs of thy Invention, which has i. 
geſted to thee that which all the Engineer, d 
Aa have never ſo much as dreamt of. Th 
is the right Uſe of Travelling, when a Mane. 
turns from foreign Nations, cultivated with exper, 
mental Knowledge, and ftock'd with Improy, 
ments, that may render him ſerviceable to hj 
Country, 

Thou condemneſt the Injuftice and Avarice d 
the Indian Moguls; who, as ſoon as any of the 
Omrahs, or great Men die, cauſe all his Eſtate and 
Goods to be ſeiz'd, to their own proper Uk 
Whereby it comes to paſs, that the Widow aud 
Children of the Deceaſed, are reduced to the 
loweſt Condition of Poverty, being many Time 
forced to beg for a Subſiſtence. is true, this x 
an Oppreſſion not to be juſtified, eſpecially in 
* 1—— profeſs to believe in one * of 
a ings, the incorrupt Fudge of the Live 
But wh thinkeſt thou 2 of our Sultars, who 
not having Patience to wait till a natura! Deal 
ſhall make them Heirs to the Wealth of a Baſt, 

rally ſecure their Title, and haſten their Pol 
eſſion by a Boro. fring? Theſe are Rojal Vin. 
*ences ; Though the Refignation of Subject mul 
not tax them with any Crime, who are account 
ble to none but God. 

It was however a notable Piece of Railley 
with which the Widow of a rich Merchant re- 
proved this unreaſonable Cuſtom in the preſent 
Mogul. Her Husband was an [dolater, who hal 
heaped together an infinite Treaſure by Trading 
and Ufury; and when he died, left her wort 


Two hundred thouſand Rowpies. Her Son, fome 


Years after, coming of Age, demanded of het 
a Stock to ſet up with as a Merchant, Which 


the, either out of Avazice, or for other Ends 


re ſuſel 


* 
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* refuſed him; furniſhing him only with ſuch ſmall 
gums as ſerved to nouriſh his Diſcontent, and 
; © tempt him to a lewd, careleſs Life. But at length, 
not being able to prevail on his Mother, to part 
with ſo much as would anſwer his ExpeCtation:, 
be complained to the Mogul, diſcloſing alſo what 
| Eſtate his Father had left The Mogul being in- 
formed of ſa much Riches, ſent for the young 
Mais Mother, and commanded her to ſend him 
half ber Money, ordering, That the other half 
ET ſhould be divided between her ſelf and her Son. 
& '[he Widow, not being at all ſurprized, or caſt 
down at this unjuſt Propoſal, made the Mogul this 
EZ ſhort Reply: O King, may the Gods make thee 
© /atp;y, My Son has ſome Reaſon to require his Share 
% his Father's Eflate, having bis Blood running in 
is Veins ; but 1 defire to know, what Relation thou 
art to my Huſband or me, that thou claimeft a 
Share in his Inheritance. The Prince abaſh'd at 
ſo {mart and bold an Addreſs, commanded her 
© to give half her Eſtate to her Son, and fo diſ- 
W mifled her. mw 
l have heard ſome of our Cbiauſes praiſe the 
= lagnificence of the Megul': Court, the infinite 
Number of his Attendants; But above all, they 
© extol the inimitable Grandeur of his Throze, 
= which is adorn'd with ſo many Topazes, Rubies, 
Emeraulds, . Pearls, and Diamonds, as amount to 
ehirty Millions of Rewpies. But were it not much 
W better, if inſtead of all this needleſs Glory, he 
could boalt, That his * is founded in the 
Hearts of his Subjects: He does not conſider, 
That ſuch prodigious Heaps of envied Treaſure 
are but ſo many glittering Snares, golden Mana- 
1 cles, which ſerve for no other Uſe, but to chain 
lim up from that Freedom, and thoſe more in- 


„„ . 


” ih eo” 35 5” a © 0” 5 O59. == &. cw vo GS 


KA T2 


A 5-05 


evjoy. 


84 Thoy 


* 


WI -ocent Delights, chat the meaneſt of his Subjects 
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Enemies he is obliged to keep in conftant Pay, 


to paſs, that he i: at an infinite Expence tb & 
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Thou haſt, I perceive, diſcourſed with the þ 
dian Bramins: Doſt not thou diſcover, even in 
theſe [dolaters, a Contempt of Riches? Why 
mean [ houghts have they of the Splendor and 
Gayeties of the Court? What a low elleem « 
the long and proud Series of Titles, with whichthe 
Mpguls endeavour to exalt themſelves ? Wit 
they are called the Lights of the World, and Cm 
panions of the fun; theſe poor Philbſopher: krox, 
That in a little time they ſhall be laid in Da 
and have no better Society than that of Van 
What fignifies their Pedigree, or, That the preſen 
Mogul is but the tenth Deſcendant from the nigh; RR 
Temurlen, who made all Aſia tremble, if te n 4 
loſt the Virtue of his glorious Ancefior ? lis u 
alone make: all Men 7ruly noble. EY 
Thou telleſt me. that the Empire o. 3 


affords him more Revenues than the Don: = | 


any two the moſt potent Mnarchs on Eat 
heard as much from others, which ccnvircr me Wi 
that thou haſt inform'd thy elf rig «tt! | 
preſent State of the Indies. But doſt thou e 
eſteem this Monarch the ric her? Conſider i! 4 
Extent of his Dominions, which are ſaid to cons 
more than Six hundred Leagues in ler; © 
thou wilt find, that to maintain ſo grez: 2 |! WS | 
of Ground, both againſt his foreign and dome: | 
1 
( 


ſome Millions of his Subjects and Strangers: Fu 
he is in the midſt of Enemies, even among hu 
own Subjefs. * There are above an hundied Wt 
reigns in his Empire, who ' perpetually by tun! 
moleſt his Government, refuſing to pay Fribatl, 
and raiſing Armiesagainſt him: Whereby it cone 


fend himſelf, and carry on thoſe endleſs Wan: 
thou thy (elf having” © bſerv'd that once in 
Moons there is an indiſpenſable Neceſſit⸗ of 7 

* ta 
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| theſe prodigious Armies : Not a Souldier through- 
| out. his Empire having any thing to live on, fave 
WE the Wages he receives of the King. | 

= Conſider alſo, that this Morarch always keeps 
WET ome thouſands. of the ſineſt Horſe; in the World 
| near his Perſon, ſuch as coſt him thouſands of 
Roupics a piece; 1 beſides a thouſand Elephants; 
with an incredible Number of Mules, Camels, 
and other Beaſts of Burden, to carry his Wives, his 
Goods and Proviſions, when he takes the Field"; 
hat whole Cities, even as large as Conflantinople, 
are obliged to follow the King's Camp for Subſi- 
; WE ficnce, their Livelihood altogether depending on 
de Army. Add to this, the immenſe Charges ot 
t & lis C.r4g/76, his Caſtles and Sea-port Towns, with 

all the other neceflary Expences of the State, and 


chou wilt conciude, That when this Potentate 
Y comes to caſt up his Accounts, he will ſind him- 
elf a poor Man. 


- = But I thall cloy thee with a Rehearſal of ſuch 
WES things, as thou canſt not be a Stranger to. 

, Only tell me, Whether one of the Kaies or 
4 Princes ſubject to the M. gul,, be the real Deſcen- 


dent of Porus, the ancient. King of dia, in the 
Time of Alexander the Great? I have been told 
by ſeveral Travellers, 'I'bat there is {uch an one, 
that his Name is Rana, and that an hundred o! 
the idolatrous Princes pay Homage to him, as to 
their natural Sovereign, - : 22 

Thou confi meſt the Truth of w hat has been ſo 
oſten reported in theſe Parts, That the Prince of 
Java had fix Fingers on each Hand, and as many 
1 ces on his Feet. | | 144 

But that ſcems very ſtrange which thou relateſt, on 
of a certain Language among the Vidians, which {| 
is not vulgarly ſpoken ; but that all their Books of * 
Ibeology, and Pandeds of their Lare, the Record; of i 
their Natien, and the Teati/e of Human Art: and 
41 2 Science; 
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Sciences are wri ten in it. And that this Langu 
is taught in their Schools, Colleges and Hcadun;, 
even as Latin is among the Criflians I canzy 
enough admiie at this; for, where and when 
this Language ipoken ? How came it to be diſu 
There ſeems to be a Myſtery in it, that none 9 
their Brachman can give any other Account of jj; 
ſave, That it is the Language, whereinGed gare, b 
the f/f Creature he made, the four Hol of h 
Law : which accoraing to their Chronology, wat 
bove thirty Millions of Years ago. I tel] thee, ny 
dear Brother, this News ha flarted {c me odd N 
tions in my Mir d: For when I conſ.der, T lat th 
Language, as thou ſa) eſt, Has nothing in it co cm0 
with the Indian that is now ſpoken, nor with ary 
other Language of Aſia, orof t e World; aid je: 
that it is a copious and regular Language, eu 
by Grammar, like the other material Largucg ut 
and that, in this % ee Language, Hock: art wilt 
ten, wherein it 15 afferted, I hat the ond 
many Millions of Years old ; I could almo: tur 


Pythagorean, and believe, The World to be within, 


a Minute of Eternal. And, where would be the 
Abſurdity ? Since God h d equally tie fame ith 
nite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, from all F 
zi/y, as he had Five or Six thoufand Years ago. 
What Nwuld hinder Him then from exerting thelt 
divine Attributes ſocner? What ſhould retard hin 
from. drawing forth this glorious Fabrick earlier, 
from the V nb of Nothing ? Suffer thy Imaginatica 
to ſtart backwards, as far as thou canſt, even to 
Millions of Ages, and yet thou canſt not conceive 
2 Time, wherein this fair unmeaſurable Fp 
was not ſtretch'd out As if Nature her ſelf hal 
engraven on aur IntelleQs, this Record of the 
Warld's untraceable Antiquity, in that our ſtrong: 
eſt, ſwiſteſt Theughts, are far too weak and flow 
to follow Time back to its endleß Origin. 
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* The Revolution in China, ſurpaſſes the common 
changes in Kingdoms and Empires. There is ſome- 


that Roya Houſe. | 
Brother, in beholding that, thou haſt ſeen Ha- 
in Nature in a Trance: And thou art ſo thy ſelſ, 


4: f 


J On Earth. Traveller, Adieu. 


Paris. 25th of the t Moon, 
* cf the Year 1647. 


— OOO OO 


LB od... Xo 
To Afis Baſſa. 


1 Everal Diſpatches have been lately ſent between 
8 this Court, and that of Swed land, — 
> WDÞather Matter of Compliment, than any thing 
1 greal Importance Queen Chriſlina has been very 
ill, which has occaſion'd Letters of Condolance 
tom the Queen Regent of France. 
WE Thoſe which come from that Part, ſay, That 
„ © General Torflenſon is made a Count; ard the Dig- 
) 


— 


ih enta id to his Pofterity, in Recom pence of =. 


i eminent Services to th Nuadiſb Crown © 
p Theſe. Letters add, That there have paſod ſome 


, big Words between, Mn/icur Chanut, and the 


wed Secretary of State. And, that the latter, 


a | . 4 . | — . . 
0 In going out of the Chamber where they diſcour- 
e 


(ed. laid his Hand upon his Sword, with theſe 
‚ Words Monfeeur Chanut, were it not for the Fence 


Ib tbe Law, of Nations bas raid about your 
Fein, I would anſwer you in another Language. 


To which Aafieur Chanut replied, That he wwore 
2 Sword to defend himſelf and his 5 
i tell as any Swede in 4 Kingdom. 
N . 3 


thing exceſſively tragical, in the Cataflrophe of 


aſter this, thou canſt be fond of any Thing 


rivate Honour, 


The. 
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The Occaſion of this Quarrel was, The great 
Reſort of Roman Catholic Strangers to Monſuu 
Chanut's Chapel which gave Diſguſt to the S 
wha allow not the Exerciſe of the Roman Neligin 
within their Territories, They caſtrate al] the 
Prieſis of that Communion whom they find, ard 
proſecute the Laity with rigorous Penalties. Ry 
Monfieur Chanut pleaded the Law of Nations : And 
when the Secretary told him, That the Queen per. 
mitted him and his Family the Liberty of their 


| Religion, but deſired him not to admit any cther 


Perions of what Nation ſoever; This Miniſter te- 
plied, That he could not receive as @ Fawur 1 
Permiſſion from her Majeſty, the Liberty of exerci- 
ſing his Religion, fince he held it only of bis Me 
ſter, the King of France, who had ſent him thithr, 
and that he <could not Shut the Door f his Chapel 
againſt any that would come in: That their Law, 
awhich according to their on:un Calcule, was mai: 
about Two thouſand Years after the Foundation if 
their Eſtate, could not abrogate the Law of Nt 
tions, which is eternal: That this perpetual Lav, 
gawe particular Privileges to certain Perſons, and 
eſpecially to the Miniſters of foreign Princes: That 
their new Law, /uch as it wwas, being only made tt 
maintain the publick Worſhip, - re/þedted not ærlat 
was done in the Houſe of a Foreizn Miniſter, 94 
ſpecial. Privilege, it being of no Conſequence t6 the 
State, whether fuch Foreigners ſerved God er nit, 
or awhkether they worſhitped him in a right or urg 
Way : That no Swede came to his Chapel, but cr. 
ly ſome French, who were Sojourners in the Land: 
That they did not uſe the Swediſh. Ambaſſadors /? 
in France, who admitted Ichom they pleaſed it! 
their Chapels : Vat the Henſe ayhere he now 
divelt, acas the Houſe of the King of France ; 47 
that therefore he could not by Conſequrnee 2 vie 
any Catholicks an Entrance into it, efpecicliy Je“ 

3 4. 
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l cuere born Subjects of his Maſter: Aud in fine, 
hat it <vas very rude to oblige him to be the 
| F xecutioner of this ſevere Law, in requiring him to. : 
Aut bis Doors upon his Country-min, againſt the 
common Law / Holpitality, * che Honour of 2 
publick Minister, and the Pleaſute of the King 
Ii Sover eig 3 > 
Io this the Secretary made ſomething too tart. 
© a Reply. Whereupon Words increaſing between 
them, and the French Ambaſſador being reſolute to 


aſſert his Fe the Secretary broke out into 


5 TS * \ d 
"This puts me in mind of a Story, which the 


8 French tell of another Ambaſſador, whom Lewis 
XIII. ſent to the Court of Spain. The Spaniards 

are of a haughty Temper, expecting more than 
ordinary Submiſſions, from thoſe who approach 
the King's Preſence. This Ambaſſador, on the fame 


Ground, was required to do fome Homage, ' which 
would not conſiſt with the Iaſtructions of his 
Maſter, and therefore he refuſed to comply. The 
king of Hain thinking to put him out of Coun- 
tenance, ſaid aloud, What ! has the King of France 
no-other Men in his Court That be ſends me ſuch 
@ Fool as this? To which the Ambaſſador replied, 
My Maſter has many wiſer Men than my ſelf about 
lim; but to ſuch a King, ſuch an Ambailador. 

| I 4 Thou 


have before mention'd, laying 

EX his Hands upon his Sword, as he was leaving the 
Room. 111 ̃ 

The Swedes are naturally a rugged, ſurly Peo- 
ple, as are all the Northern Europeans. They are 
© Srangers-to.. Civility, and the geatiie Addreſs 01, 
the French. Yet the Zucen, when ſhe heard of 
chi Paſſage, was angry with her Miniſter, and 
excuſed his Rudeneſs to Monſieur Chanut : tel ing 

him That the Secretary aves A faichſub Servant, 
© but bad been educated among the Bears of” "the 
Foreſt. W br! { 


. 
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Thou wilt not perhaps approve ſuch Raillery 
as this to Crown'd Heads, who ought to be treated 
with Reverence and Gravity. Yet, I believe, 
thou wilt condemn the Cruelty of a Duke of Mu/- 
eu, who cauſed the Hat of a French Ambaſſadol 
to be nailed to his Head, for fitting cover d be- 
fore him. This is contrary to the Genius of the 
Ea/!, who abhor to fee a Man bare-headed. 

But every Nation has its Mode :. And I accord- 
ing to the Fafhion of my Country, kiſs the Bor- 
der of thy Veſt, in Token of my Submiſſion and 
Reſpect. 


Paris, 7:h of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1647. 


2 2 


"LETTER XXL. 


To the Mufti, moſt Venerable, and Wore 
„„ 


H E critics, who ſpend their Time, and 

manifeſt their Wit, in diſcanting on the 
Court and the Grandes, find perpetual Matter of 
Diſeourſe concerning Cardinal Magarini. His dai- 
ly Actions furniſh them with new Themes, ard 
ſometimes they rehearſe the old. They compare 
him with his Predeceſſor - Richliev, and with Cardi- 
nal Aimenes, a Span Minifter. They term theſe 
three, the Trinity of Chrifian Stateſmen ;; thus di- 
ſinguiſhing their perjoral Charafters, Richlieu, 
they ſay, was crafty, cov tous and revengeful ; 
Aimenes was politick, ſevere. and vallant; Mazes . 
rin is wiſe, merciſul and liberab , * 


Vol. III. a Ser at Pans, 177 


The firſt made good his Character, they ſay, 
in heaping up ſuch prodigious Ireaſures; in 
raiſing all thoſe of his Family or Dependence, to 
the higheſt Honours; in occaſioning the volun- 
tary Baniſhment of the Qucen- Mother; in ruin- 
ing whomſoe ver he ſuſpected: and finally, in- 
making himielf ſo much the Maſter of all Secrets, { 
that the King, however diſguſted and averſe fron * 1 
him, yet could never fit ſafe on his Throne | 


— 1 
— — — Pry 4 2 
— = — 

— I 4 

— — — - — - —* 4 — 

" _— - =y - CY — 
A - - = — 2 
— — — hy. — -— - = 
* 4 < = 
= N _ — * 


_ ; — *.w 
- r 


without him when living, nor venture the Ma- 
nagement of the Publick to any of bis Creatures, 
when dead. I hus ſpeak they of that great Mi- 
miſter. 

As to Cardinal Ximenes, they ſay, He diſcover'd, 
the Qualities which they aſcribe to him, in the. 
Method he took to raiſe himſelf to that envied 
Greatneſs, which was, by ſeeming to ſhun the 
Honours at which he ſecretly aim'd, For being 
a devoted Derwiſe, or religious Friar, he appear'd 
to be the moſt mortify'd Man of the whole Order ; 
Which being taken Notice of, he was made Pro- 
vincial ; from :which Dignity, he made but 
one Step more tothe Purple And growing emi- 
nent for his Abilities, he was made the 7% Mi- 
niſſer in the Court of Spain. 

He levy'd Sixteen thouſand Men at his own 
Colt, . invaded Barbary, ſtorm'd their ſtrongeſt, 
Cities, and reduced tlie whole Kingdom of 7ri- 
poli and Algiers, to his Majter's Obed ence. 

Whilit he was at tae tiend of bis, Army, one 
Day there happen d a Mutiny among his Soldiers, 
A certain Fellow, running up and down between 
the Ranks, and exciting chem to chuſe a new 
Generah, tay ing. I was a Shame to ſerve a par- 
Jpirited Friar : Ihe Cardinal perceiving this, 
ttepp'd to the Fellow, and witn, oue Biow, 
lever'd his Head from his Body. This firuck. 
tuch à Terror into all, that, from that time, 
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178 Lertrtexs Virit by Vol. III. 
there was nut the leaſt Tumult or Diforder in his 
Army © 5 EA 1544 
They ſay, he was in the End poi ſon'd by eating 
of a F, of which a Friend of his receiv'd Inti- 
maticn on the Road, as he was riding to the 
Piece where the Cardinal was at Dinner. But le 
came teo late, to prevent the Effects of the Poi- 
fon: For though the Cardinal was but juſt riſen 
from the Table, yet he began to void Blood by 
his Ears, and the Extremities of his Finger:; and 
in a few Days drew his laſt Breath. He was tall, 
and well limb'd : His two fore "Teeth of the up- 
per Jaw grew fo far out of his Mouth, that he 
was call'd, The Ecclefiaftical Elephant. Ihe Sutures 
of his Skull were fo cloſely indented, that there 
was no more room for Tranſpiration of the groſ- 
ſer Vapours, than through the moit fold Part of 
the Bone. On this account he was ever troubled 
with the Head ach, contrary to Cardinal Richiien, 
who never felt any Pain in that Part, becauſe he 
had two little Holes in his Crown, through wich 
the Fumes exhal'd. 1944 B Hm Is iN. 

Theſe are the Remarks which are made on 
Cardinal Ximenes. As to Maxzarini, they ſay, he 
ſurpaſſes beth theſe Minflers, in the exquilite 
Moderation of his 't emper : And comes ſhort 
of neither, in the Contrivance or Succeſs of 
Affairs, being ſolid in his Counſels, fecret and 
ſwift in their Execution. He has this alſo pecu- 
liar in his Conduct, that none are more {ure of 
his Favour, than thoſe who have done him Inju- 
ries. He is magnifick in his Expen es; building 
Palaces, that may vie with the moit celebrated 
Structures of the antient Romans : A curious 
Collector of choice Paintings and Sculptures; 
furniſhing the Houſes with Utenſils of Cedar, 
Fbony, Silver, Go!d, and other Ornaments, be- 
fitting the Palace of a King. Liberal beyond the 

a 5 hd ExpeRation 
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Expectation of his Friends and Servants, yet not 
to Profuleneſs. He has a wonderful Sagacity in 
diicovering Cheats and Impoſtors : and no leſs 
Dexterity in diſcerning Men of Meri, though ne- 
ver ſo much obſcur'd by Misfortune. 

Not long ago he catch'd à Gentleman in a 
Crime, which expos'd him to the Laughter and. 
Contempt - of the whole Court, but not to the 
Cardinal's Hatred. He had been recommended 
to this Minifter by a Lady of the Court, for whom 
he had a great Eſteem. On which account he 
had free Acceſs. to the Cardinals Preſence, and 
would always mix with his Netinus. 

But his curieus Patron had obſerv'd ſomes 
thing in his Carriage, which: gave him Ground 
of Miaruſt.. For he would always place himſelf. 
as near as he could to a certain Table, in the 
Chamber, where the Cardinal gives Audience. 
There is a Drawer under this Table, which com- 
monly ſtands half open, it being the Place where 
all Petitioners throw in their Bribes or Pre- 
ſents; it not being ſeemly for a Prince. of, the 
Church, to take Money -himfelf. The Cardinal 
oblerv'd, '['hat.this Spark always had his Eye 
glancing an that Drawer, as if he coveted what 
was there contain'd. However, he took no No- 
tice, but gave him all the Opportunities imagi- 
nable to do his P leaſure; yet ſtill one Accident 
or other, hinder'd the Gentleman from execu- 
ting his Deſign, which was, Lo borrow: ſome 
of the Gold that lay in that Drawer. At length 
it happen d, That the Cardinal having appointed 
ſome curious Pageants to be made in Honour of 
the King's Birth Day, he with: ſeveral of the 
Courtiers, ſtood looking out of the Windows to 
ke theſe triumphant Shows paſs by. The Gen- 
tleman, taking chi; Opportunity, whillt he 
1 all Eyes were intent on the Gayeties 
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without, flips to the Table, and takes out of the 
Drawer a Bag of Gold, putting it up in his Poc- 
Net, and returning to the Window again. He ima- 
gined that no Body had-ſeen him, and therefore 
hugg'd himſelf in the Thoughts of hig Booty, 
When the Show was over, and the Company wh. 
drew from the Window ; after a while, they al 
rook their leave and departed : And, among the 
reſt, this Gentleman Thief was going out. But 
the Cardinal defired him to tarry, in that he had 
ſomething to ſay to him. The Gentleman flung 
with the e Guilt of What he had done, fell a trem- 
bling, and was ready te drop down at the Cargi- 
nals Feet. But he bid him be of good Comfort, 
faying thus to him; | My Friend, zubat thou Laft 
dane, is not hid from me. Jf thou haft not Gold 
ancigh, 7 ewill double thy Sum. Therewith he gave 
him another Bag of equal Value; ſaying witial, 
Ge thy Way, and ſee my Face no mort. Il. 
but cannot truſi thee 
Woceuld'ſt thou know, by what x means the Car- 
dinad diſcover'd this Theſt > He always wears on 
his Finger a Ring, in which. is ſet a Fervel of 
ineſtimable Value; it being a Naturel Mirror, 
and diſcovering all Things tnat are dune in the 
Room, though behind a Man's Back. "4 was on 
this Stone the Cardinal calt his Eye, when the 
Gentleman thought he was looking out of the 
Window. U herein he beheld him go te the 
Table, take out the Money, and put it in 
his Pocket. Thou :icett how curious this 
Miniſter is, to ſtock Ne with uſeful Ra, 
ritie. N 
May chat e Gi of - Heaven, the 
Angel 8 beholds in tne Diwine:: Eſſence as in 
a Mirror, whatioever is done on Earth, and 
records all Human Actiens in the Book of 


Judgmen:r, never diſcern any thing in Mahmut, 
which 


—— — — 8 
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which may render him worthy to be excluded 
the Preſence of G. | 


Paris, 12th of the 24 Mun, 
of tht Tear 1647, © 
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LETTER XXIV. 


To Danecmar Kefrou, Kadiliſquer 
/ Romania, 


| HOU, that art Principal among the Judge® 
of high Dignity, the illuſtrious Ornament 
of three Empires, the ſtrong Support of Equity, 
who preſerveſt Reaſon, and correcteſt Vice, I 
congratulate thy deſerved Honour : And in do- 
ing ſo, I wiſh Increaſe of Joy to all the faithful 
mant. 
Tbs Knowledge which thou haſt acquired in 
the Law of Nations, and in the moſt perſect San- 
ions of our augu/t Monarchy, has made thee fa- 
mous through the ſeven Precinds of the Earth ; 
and has veſted thee with the Robe of ſablime 
Honour, the Gift of the Lieutenant of God 
made Choice of this Occaſion at once to 
perform my Duty, and to acquaint thee with a 
National Villany ; ſuch a Violation of the publick 
Faith of a Kingdom, as it will be difficult to pa- 
rallel. 
The Civil Wars of England are known through- 
out the Horld: And thou art no Stranger to the 
par:icular Intelligences 1 have ſent to the /ub/ime 
Port, concerning that Nation. 
Since that lime the Rebels have by Degrees 
gain'd Ground of their unhappy King, —_— 
im 
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him from one Place to another: Pill at length 
ſinaing, That neither by Arnis or Treaties, he 
could reduce them to any Terms of Reconcilia- 
tion, and being be fieged in one of his ( ities, 
which was not in a Condition to hold out long, 
this unfortunate March was forced to diſguiſe 
himſelf, and eſcape by Night; wandring-thiuugh 
unfrequented. Ways, and, enduring. much t ard- 
ſhip. He at length Are) himiejf-uport the Faith 
of the Scots, who had ſolem iy eng ged th-m- 
ſelves upor Oath, Lo defend him agamit all. his 
Enemies what'ceyer, TE a 

The Scottiſß Army was then in England, being 
hired to aflilc the Rebell. Whence ſome take Oc- 
caſion to accuſe: this Prince of Raſhneſs, and too 
much Credulity, in ſeeking Protection from thoſe 
who firſt beg n the Rebellion, ard who had ſtam'd 
the Kecords of Scotland with the Plood of many of 
their Kings But Innocency is void of Sulpi- 
cion; and therefore, . becauſe his own Intentions 
were üncere, he knew not how to be jealous of 
Others. Yaj23 iS. 4 WL 8 D 

tiowever, the Scots at ſirſt ſeem'd to act the 
Parts of e Men. And when they were threat. 
ned by the Egli Rebels, and their Pay was 
ſtopp'd, with Declarations allo iſſued oit againſt 
their Freceedings, they continued to aſſert the Ju- 
ſtice of their Deportment, in receiving and de- 
ſending their injur'd King, who had fled to them 
for Succour. 2099.) © nn tl Sf the 

hey detained him thus, from the 4th of the 
5th Mor, of the Year 164%,” to the zoth Day of 
the in Mon, of this preſent Year. At which 
time, havi'g agreed with the Engliſh Parliament, 
for the Sum ot 400600 Sequins, ab the Price of 
their Sovereign, they deliver'd him up to the Exg- 
liſh Commiſſioners, deputed by the Rebe's for that 
Purpele. 55 i 547 0 cee San 
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The French Embaſſader was at that time in the 
Scotch Army; who having been a Witneſs of 
their deteſtable Perjury, took his Leave: And 
being attended with a Guard of Ligbt- Horſe 10: 
the Sea Port, at parting he pull'd out a Piece of, 
Engliſh Money, valued at Half a Crown ; and asli- 
ing the Captain of the Guards into how many 
Pieces of | coined. Silver that Half Crown might be. 
divided, he anſwered, Into thirty. For fo much, 
(replied the Ambaſſador) did Judas: betray his 
Mater. «4, 24; 3001 | | ' > 

Thou wilt better comprehend the Force of 
this Repartee, when thou conſidereſt, that accor- 
ding to the Chriſtian's Belief ©. this Judas was a 
Slave of Fefſus, the Son of Mary ; and that for 
thirty Pieces of Silver, ne betray'd that Prophet to 
the Taue. £344 | 1 

But theſe Huſidels have found our Ways to e- 
lude al Engagements and Promiſes. They couch 
their Oaths in Words more ambiguous than the 
Oracles of  Delphos. As if they thought not on- 
ly to circumvent Men by their Enquivocations, 
but alſo to deceive him who formed the Tongue, 
re the Ear; even God, who is perfect in Knows 

Such a Story I have read of one Hatto a German 
Biſhop, whoſe Perjury is recorded. This Prelate 
had a Couſin who was accuſed of Treaſon againſt 
the Emperor. On which Account he was cloſely. 
beſie ged by the Imperial Forces, in a Caſtle ſeated 
on the top of an impregnable Rock. So that the 
Emperor, deſpairing to take him by Force had 
withdrawn his Army; when this Biſbep came to 
him, and for a Sum of Money promiſed to be- 
tray hi Kinſman into the Emperor's Hands. 

The Bargain being concluded, the B:/Zop went 
to viſit. his Couſin at the Caftle, periwading him 
to go and humble himſelf to the Emperor, and es] 
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would engage to procure his Pardon: Binding 
himſelf with a enn Oath, That if he would 
rely on him, as he carried him ſafe out of the 
Caſt, fo he would bring him back alive and fafe 


again. 
"His Kin/man, deluded with theſe fair Pretences, 
and ſecured by the Sauction of an Oath, truſis 
2 to the Conduct and Fidelity of the Pre- 
te | : 

When they had rode about half a League from 
the Caſtle, the Bi/op pretending he had forgot 
ſome Fapers of Moment, which he had left be- 
hind him in his Chamber, they return'd back to 
the Cafile; and when they had found the Papers 
they ſet forward again toward the Emperor's 
Camp. Being arrived there, the impious Wretch 
deliver d his Kin/man to the Emperor, who con- 
demn'd him to die He ſending for the Bi/bop, 
reproaches him with the Violation of his Oath. 
But the perfidious. B:#bop ſought to acquit him- 
telf by laying, He had perform'd his Promiſe, in 
carrying bim back ſafe to the Caſtle, when he re- 
turn'd to ſeek his Papers. "Thus was his Kinſman 
betra)'d by a Quibblie, and loſt his Head The 
Biſhop acquiring, tor that impious Deed, the odi- 
ous Title of Halte the Traytor And the Germans 
report, I hat he was afterwards carried away by 
Devils, And thrown alive into the Holiow of 
Mount ina: A Voice being heard at the ſame 
In tant in the Air, ſaying, 7hzs is the Reward of 
Perjury. | 

Ihe Nazarene believe this flaming Mountain to 
be one of the Mouths of Hell: Ihe tame Opinion 
they have of Strombolo and Yeſuvius. I am not 
curious to pry into the Truth of fo coſtly a Se- 
eret, but leave the Experiment to the forſworn, 
treacherous Scots, who by this barbarous Action, 
deſcrve to follow the Fate of Hatto. OA 

| ue 
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Much greater was the Integrity and Virtue of 
the ancient Romans, whom theſe Irfidels number 
zmong the damm d. They eſteem'd nothing more 
/acred than the publick Faith; building Templer 
to its Honour and ſtamping their Money with the 
Figure of two Hands joined together, having this 
Metto, THE FAITH OF THE ROMANS. 
But the Scots ſhew themſelves to be of Lyſander's 
Mind, who uſed to ſay, Children muſt be circum- 
qented with Words, and Men with Oaths. 

This Monarch is now led in Triumph, like a 
Captive, by his rebellious Subjects, who have con- 
fined him to one of his Country Palaces, ſuffering 
none of his Friends, or faithful Servants, to come 
near him, but in all Things endeavouring to ren- 
der his Reſtraint inſupportable. 2h 

Thou who art accurate in interpreting the 
Laws of Fuſtice, wilt condemn thele Infidels of 
horrid Treaſon, yet canſt not acquit the Maul. 
mans, who have often depoſed our moſt auguf 


1 | 

divide my Intelligence among the Miniſeri of 
the ſublime Port, and the other Granders of the 

State; praying Ged, to guard the Sultan from ſe- 
cret Machinations, and open Enemies; and, Te 

grant, That an Exceſs of Good - Nature may not 

betray him to ſuch Misfortunes, as have befallen 
this impriſon'd Monarch, SR 


Paris, 2 of the 3d Moon, 
v the Year 1647, 


| L E T. 
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LETTER XXV. 
ToRagelHamet, AntiquarytotheSultan 


HIS Cty is peſter'd with an innumerable 
| Multitude of Bats, and a kind of Serpents, 
which they call Lizards or Newts. They breed in 
the Walls of their Houſes, and moleſt the Inha- 
bicants Night and Day, ſwarming more than or- 
dinary every ninth Year. _ | 
The Parifians give an odd Reaſon. for this 
Plague. They lay, That in former Ages, a cer- 
tain Magician had undertaken to free this Ci 
from all wenemous Creatures; and that, according- 
ly, he had made ſeveral Images of thoſe Animals, 
annexing to them Enchantments, and hiding them 
in obicure Places under the Earth; promiſing al- 
ſa, That ſo long as. thoſe Junges remain'd un- 
touch'd, Paris ſhould not be moleſted with. any 
hurtful 'Thing. This ſucceeded acording to his 
| Words; till at a certain time, as they, were dig- 
ging up the Foundations of an old Ne 
Workmen found ſeveral brazen Images, . ſome re- 
preſenting a Bat, ſome a Lizard, They making 
ſmall Account of thoſe magica / , Reliques, ſold 
them to the next Brafier for a Piece of Money: 
Who being ignorant alſo of the hidden Force of 
theſe Images, melted them down for his own Ute. 
And, ever fince that time, the City has been 
over-run with Bats and Lizards, | 
I relate this to thee, in regard I have often 
heard thee ſpeak of the ancient Statues, that 
were in the Atmidam at Conflantinople, and in 
other Parts of the City; particularly of that Pi- 
lar, which'had three Brazen Serpents winding a- 
bout it, which when Mabomet the Great r 
the 
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the Conguerar ſtruck one of them with a Batile- 


Axe, and ſmote off the /ower Faw. Upon which 
a multitude of Serpents infeſted the City, bur 
were ſoon exterminated, in regard the Sultan, 
being warned by the Citizens, forbore to do any 
farther Injury to thoſe Images, which were the 
Guardinns of the City. 0 

The Annals of the Muſſulm an Empire make 
Mention of theſe Statues, as alſo of a Horſe of 
Braſs, and a Bull of the ſame Metal; The one 


erected as a Charm againit the Peftihence ; the 


ether, as an oraculous Sign, that the Enemies of 
the Gretian Monarchy ſhould in that Place be 
repulſed, add driven out of the City, Yet it 
proved otherwiſe : For the victorious Mufſulmars 
againſt whom the Enchantments of the Infidels 
could not prevail, enter'd the Market-Place, 


where this Image ſtood, and drove from thence 
the timorous Grecians ; cutting in Pieces all that 


made Refiftance, and rendring themſelves Lords 
of Conſlantinople, at that time the richeſt City in 
the World, | 

The Romans were extremely addicted to theſe 
ſuperſtitions Vanities 3 believing the Safety of 


their City and Empire, conſiſted in the Preſerva- 


tion of the Palladium, an Image which they 
thought fell down ſrom Jupiter, and was tranſ- 
ported from Troy to 1taly by Hens; being aſter- 
wards repoſited in the Temple of Vela, but burnt 


in that dreadful Corflagration which happen'd in 


the Reign of Nero. 


They had in no leſs Veneration the Buckler, 


which they were taught dropp'd down from 
Haven, into the Hands of Numa Pompilius ; 
whereon the Fate of Rome was engraven, in 
Characters which none could read. Fearing leſt 


this Sacred Shield might be ftolen, they cauſed. 


Eleven otters of the ſame Figure to be _— 
| an 
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and all ts be hung up together in the Temple of 
Mars. | 

And, to the end the Guardian Genius of the Ci- 
ty ſhould net be enticed from them by the En- 
chantments of their Enemies, the true Name of the 
City of Reme was kept ſecret, even from its own 
Inhabitants ; inſomuch, that Yalerins Soranus wat 
Put to Death, for publiſhing it to one of his 

riends. Many have gueſs'd at the Hidden Name; 
ſome ſaying, It was Valencia; others, That it was 
Velia ; a third fort call it Anthu/a, But there is 
no Certainty in their Conjectures. For the Pa- 
gan were above all things careſul to conceal the 
Names of their Cities Patran God:; knowing, 
that thoſe Spirits would not forſake them, till they 
were call d forth by their proper Names 

They us'd alſo to chain the Images of their God, 
to the Atari, leſt they ſhould depart from them 
by Stealth. Thus the Tyrians, when Alexander 
beſieged their City, and they underſiood from the 
Priefts, that Apollo the Guardian of Tyre, was diſ- 
pleaſed with em, they faften'd his Image with 
ſtrong Fetters of Iron. So dealt the Spartan; 
with the image of Mars. And this was the com. 
mon Practice among thoſe idalatrous Nations. 

As for us, who have received the Lan clear 
and intelligible, and believe in the Unity of the 
Divine Effence: We uſe no Charms our ſelves, nei- 
ther do we fear the Magich of the Uncircumciſecd, 
All our Confidence is in God, and the Protection 
of his Prophet: We go boldly to the Wars, whilſt 
we fight in Defence neither of - Statues; nor ffit'- 
cus Religuer, but of the Volume repleniſh'd with 
Truth and Ligle, the Book brought dewn from 
Heaven by an Angel. | A Me 


Paris, eh of 'the 4th Moon, 


of the Year 1647. | | 
7 47 LET. 
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LETTER XXVI. 
To the Vizir Azem. 


AM now returned from Orleans, whither I 
went in Obedience to thy Appointments ; and 
not without abundance of Pleaſure to my ſelf, it 
being the Time of Year when all things conſpire 
to make a Traveller paſs his Time away with De- 
light. | | 
yer my Return was melancholy, in Regard I 
could not accompliſh-what I aim at, nor be in a 
Capacity to render thee that Satis faction thou re- 
quireſt, either in buying the Jeueli, or in eſta- 
bliſhing any Correſpondence. Thoſe who in- 
form'd "thee of the Germans inhabiting that City, 
were miſtaken in their Character, they being only 
a Society or Corporation of Students, and no ways 
concerned in Traffick or Merchandize. 

They told thee right, in ſaying, There are a 
great Number of Strangers in Orleans: I think 
the Imperial City, which commands the World, 
cannot boaſt a greater Diverſity of Languages, 
than are ſpoken daily in the Streets and Houſes 
of Orlzans. There are ſome, almoſt of all Nati- 
ons, refiding in that City. , 

Would'ſt thou know the real Occafion of this 
mighty Conftux of Foreigners. It is, That they 
may ſtudy that which the Nazarenes call the Civil 
Law, which is there 13 as in an Acadenm, 
erecled for that Purpoſe by Pbilip the Fair, one of 
the Kings of France. | 

[f thou knoweſt not the Meaning of the Civil 
Law, it is, A Collection of the ancient Roman 
Law, drawn from above Two thouland * 
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of their Scribes, by the Command of the Emperor 
Fuſlinian, for a Sta dard of Equity in thoſe cor- 
rupt Times, in that univerſal Relaxation and De. 
cline of gocd Government. 

This is the Attractive, which draws ſo many 
Strangers from all Parts of Europe, to that plen- 
ſant City, where, beſides the Opportunity of 
1eaproving themſelves in the molt honourable Pro- 
ſeſſion among the Nagarenes, next to that of the 
Prieſtheod, they enjoy a pure and ſerene Heaven, 
a fruitful and delicious Part of the Earth, and the 
Company of the molt obliging aps courteous 
People in all Farce. 

"Tis for this reaſon the Germans, among other 
Nations, fiock to Orleans; and through the Fa- 
vour of the French Kings, have obtain'd a Privi- 
lege beyond other Nations; that is, To incorpo. 
rate themſelves into a Society oſ Students, Nei- 
ther is there any ſuch thing as Merchandize known 
among them. 

If I have not anſwer'd thy Expectation, ſupreme 
Prince of the Baſja's, blame not Mahmut, but ac- 
cuſe the Germans of Orleans, tor not exchanging 
their Studies for Traſſick; or rather blame thoic 
who preium'd to tell thee this far fetch'd Fab/e. 
In finiſhing this Letter, I bow my Head to the 
Floor of my Chamber, and kiſs the Paper which 
ſhall have the Honour -to be auch d by thy ill. 
ttrious Hands. | 


Paris, / of the 6h Moon, 


: Fi the Year 1047, 
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LETTER XVII. 
To the Aga of the Janizaries, 


HOU haſt heard of the Mrian, Scythian, 
and Roman He cines. ITheſe were all valiant 
Leaders of Armies, Women of Honour and Re- 
nown. Now I will inform thee of a Fm which 
France has brought upon the Stage of War. 
According to the Orders which I receiv'd from 
the Vizir Azem, I tcok a Journey to Orleans laſt 
Neon; where on the third day after my Arrival, 
beholding a folemn Proceſſion in the Streets of that 
populous City, attended with ſome uncommen 
Ceremonies and Rejoycings, my Curioſity prompt- 
ed me to enquire the Occaſion of it. Thou 
may'it imagine, I did not apply my ſelf for In- 
formation to the Multitude, who take vp Things 
on the commen Credit of Fame, which does not 
alu ays deliver the Troth. I addreſs'd my elf to 
thoſe that were acquainted with the Recor ds of 
the Town; who told me, That this Solemnity was 
yearly cbterv'd on the Fighth Day of the Fifth 
een, in Memory ef their Deliverance from the 
Engl, who beſieged this City, and were beaten 
from before it by Joan d Arc, a Maid of Lor- 
rain, in the Reign of Charles I. This Virago leem'd 
to be the tutelar Angel of France : For to her Va- 
jour and Conduct, that Monarch ow'd the Redo- 
very of this Kizgdom, almoſt loſt to the King of 
England; this being the laſt Place of Importance 
which had not receiv'd Engliſb Garriſons. After 
ihe had: rais'd the Siege, ſhe purſued the Ene- 
my, gave them ſeveral Battels, defeated them, 
took the Generals Captive, reduced all the Cities 
to their former” Obedience, and never * 
TOR cr 
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her Sword, *till ſhe ſaw her Maſter ſolemnly 
crown'd at Rhemes. Yet at length ſhe her ſelf 
was made a Priſoner by the Engliſb, and was pub. 
lickly burat for a Witch at Reuen. 

The Inhabitants of Or/eans have erected brazcy 
Statues in her Honour. They celebrate her Prai- 
ſes, and eſteem her a Woman divinely inſpired to 
fave her Country. Yet the more intelligent for 
ſay, That ſhe was neither Mitch nor Prophere/;, 
but only a Maid of good Wit and Courage, 
whom ſome of the Princes of the Blood Royal, 
had inſtructed to act the Part of a Miſſionary 
from Heaven; that ſo, by pretending Viſion, and 
Revelations, the might raiſe the Courage of the 
French now almoſt diſpirited by their many 
Lofles ; and whom nothing leſs than a DMMiracl: 
could perſwade to abide the Field againſt the 
victorious Exgliſſb. This is certain, that fte 
diſtinguiſt'd the King, though diſguiſed like a 
Peaſant, and in a Crow'd of People: She went 
boldly up to him, and faluted him by his Jin, 
to the Aſtoniſhment of thoſe that ſtood by. She 
ſent a Meſſenger to bring her a Sword of an- 
tique Workmanſhip, that lay hid in a Towb in 
one of their famous Moſques ; (for, the Nazarene: 
of the Weſt bury the Dead in their Temple) 
Tiis Action extremely enhanced her Reputa- 
tion, in regard none knew of this Sword but the 
King himſelf. She was therefore look d upon as 
an extraordinary Perſon ; and the People could 
hardly be reitrain'd from paying hes divine 


' Honours. | 


When they were encamped on a certain Plain 
of a valt Extent, where there was no Water to 
be found, ſo that the Army was ready to periſh 


' through [hirſt ; the King came to the Tent of 


this Propbeteſi, to conſult her as an Oracle in the 


general Diſtreſs, She bad him be of good 


Courage, 
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ly WR Courage, and follow her. They went out toge- 
if WW ther to the Door of her Tex/, where, at a little BY 
x WW dwiftance, there grew a Knot of Flowers. The | 1 
admirable Maid, ſtruek her Spear into the Ground 1 
cn '* amidft the Flowers, and incontinently there ſprung 10 
i, WW {forth a Fountain of Water, to which the whole f 
o Army repaired to allay their Thirſt, They ſay, 
re © the Place is ſhewn to this Day, with an Inage of iſt; 
„ WW this Maid ſtanding in an Oratory cloſe by it; a ri! 
e, Place of Refreſhment and Devotion for Travel- h 
, ers that paſs over thoſe barren Plains. 


i 
However, whether it were Artifice, or that ſhe | 
was endued with ſome ſupernatural Gift, it had a 1 


fo marvellous Influence on the Soldiers, who began | 
y to re-aſſume 5 and feared nothing under F. 
le the Conduct of ſuch a General. ? 
ie was Revenge without doubt, rather than Ju- þ 


kindled the Fire upon her before ſhe had ſpoke 
to the Spectators; but that ſhe ſuddenly became 
looſen'd, and ſnatching a Lance from one of the 
Soldiers, ſhe drove the Guards before her: Then 
returning of her own accord to the Stake, ſhe 
made her laſt dying Speech, foretelling many 
Things to come, which afterwards proved true. 1 
And having made an end of ſpeaking, ſhe bid the 1 
E xecutioner ſet fire to the Wood ; which he did 1 


te ſtice, that extorted that cruel Sentence from the al 
a Engliſh, which put a Period to the heroick Actions uw 
nt of this illuſtrious Maid, whoſe Fame will live for | 
2 ever. | | 
he It is recorded, That whilſt ſhe was bound faſt 7 
n to the Stake with itrong Cords, they would have { 
1 2 
; 
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un acccrdingly, and ſhe was burut to Aſhes, | 
to Certainly every Nation may boaſt of ſome Wi 
15 Female Warriour, that at one time or other has '" 
of done remarkable Service to her Country. 


Ard thou art not a Stranger to the Hiftory of 
R the 
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the Amazons, who excluded Men from their 80. 
cety, yet became formidable to all the Region: 
re uni about them. 

Adieu, brave Commander of the Muſſulman 
Forces, and let the Memory of theſe valiant H. 
males inſpire thee with freſh Ardeurs, when the 
Ottoman Empire is in Danger. 


Paris, 1, of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1647. 


mn. 


LETTER XXVII. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


| HOU art the Man that muſt participate 
in all my Adventures. And I ſhould be a 
Churl, in not letting thee ſhare with me, the Pl:a- 
ſure I found in a late Journey to Or/rans, one of 
the prefdary Towns in France. It was by the 
Order of the Yizir Azem, I took that Journey, 
Some body had inform'd him, 1 hat this Town 
was full of Merchant-'Travellers of ſeveral Na- 
tions, but eſpecially of Germany, who brought the 
choiceſt Jewels of the Ea, to vend in this Place 
at ordinary Rates. That Minifter gave me Com- 
mands to buy certain Stones, with Inſtructions to 
treat of another Affair, which it is not neceſſary 
for thee to know. I accordingly fet out from 
Paris, the third Day of the fifth Moon; and E/ta» 
chim the Few (of whom thou haſt heard) bore 
me Company. 
I need not deſcribe to thee, the Country 


through which we paſs'd : It exactly reſembleth 


the Plains of S. Ifidore, not far from Palermo in 
6 $i, 
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Sicily. Thou and I have reaſon to remember that 
Place of our Captivity, carrying the Marks of our 
Maſter's cruel Anger yet in our Bodies. Thoſe 
Plains, thou knoweſt, afford a very agreeable 
Proſpect, eſpecially at this time of the Year, when 
the Verdure of the Trees, mix'd with the Bright- 
neſs of the Cornfields, and the party-colour'd 
Meadows, tempt the Eye into a Controveriy of 
leaſure, a Man neither knowing well how to 
take it off, nor yet where to fix it, in ſuch an 
orderly Confuſion and Medly of charming Ob- 
jects. 

| Such is the Province between Paris and Om lrans, 
which has this Advantage of thoſe Sicilian Plains, 
that here all the way one rides, innumerable mag- 
nificent and beautiful Palaces appear, ſhooting up 
their glittering Turrets above the lofty Groves, 
which environ thoſe Szats of Pleaſure. Indeed 
this is one of the pureſt Airs, and the molt fertile 
Soil in all the Kingdom, which invites the N 
and Gentry to reſide here during the Summer, and 
occaſions much travelling on this Road, 

About Mid-day, we came to a Town called 
Chaſires, where we alighted to refreſh our ſelves. 
Travellers, in theſe Weftern Parts are better ac- 
commodated with Provihions than they can be in 
Aſia, where they muſt carry their own Beds with 
them, and drefs their own Wictuals, or lie on the 
naked Floor faſting. This makes the Nazareres 
call the Faft inhoſpitable. They cenſider not at 
the ſame time, that 'tis the Nicenels and Delica- 
cy of the Mahometans, which occaſion: this Cu- 
ſtom. For the Eaſtern People are feriul of defi- 
ling themſelves by eating Meat prepared by other 
Hands than their own, or thoſe of their {ervints : 
As alſo to lie on a Bed, common to all Paſſen- 

vers. | 


K 2 Bat, 
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But theſe Infadels are like the Savine, to whom 
all Meat is welcome, and every Ditch an accepta- 
ble Bed. Here are Inns all along the Roads, 
whereinto when you enter, the Hoſt provides you 
both Bed, and all other Neceſſaries. A Man muſt 
venture to ſleep on the ſame Pillow, where per- 
haps a Lefer has lain the Night before, or {ome 
Perſon infected with a worſe Diſeaſe. The Hs 
examines none, but harbours all alike, provided 
they have Money to pay him. Ard as for Victu— 
als, 'tis the cuſtom of all 'I'ravellers to eat toge- 
ther at one common Table, where ſeveral Diſhes 
of Meat are ſerved up, and every Man 1s f.ee to 
cat what and how much he pl'eaſes, paying a ſta- 
ted Price for his Dinner. 

Thus no ſooner were we come into our Inn at 
Chaſires, but the Hoi ſaluting us after the Man- 
ner of the Country, invited us to fit down at the 
Ordinary, (for ſo they call their publick Dinner 
in an Inn.) We were not ſo ſcrupulous as to re- 
ſuſe his Offer, but follow'd him into the Chamber 
wiere the Dinner was prepared. There were 
many Gueſts at the Table, and all buſy in feeding 
themſelves. We took ſuch Seat. as we found va- 
cant, and without much Ceremony, fell to cating. 
The Few truſted to the Induigence of Meſes, and 
] to that of Mubanet, for eating with the uncir- 
cumciſed, whoſe Meat is ſeldom iree from the Pol- 
lutions of Blood. We knew, that neither God, 
nor his Prophets, required us to ſtarve. 

There was Plenty of Wine, and that ſo delici- 
ous, as world have tempted an Hagia to taſte it, 
without the Muf'i”'s Diipenſation; to avoid Sin- 
g.:larity, I made a Shew of eating as the reli; 
but the greateſt part of my Repaſt conſiſted in 
Bread, and ſome Fruits, with that exhilarating 
Juice of the Grape, 


The 
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The honeſt Few ſwore 'twas a Banquet prepa- 
red by Cupid to render him the moſt miſerable 
of all Men. For, juft in the midit of our Mirth, 
c:me ina French Gentleman with a Lady in his 
Hand. who placed themſelves at the Table exactly 
cppolite to us. I perceived evident Symptoms 
of ſome Diſorder in Eliachim, who ſeem'd to 
real his Fate in that fair Creature's Face; yet 
had not Power to check his wand'ring Eyes, or 
guard them from inevitable Wounds He had al- 
molt acted o'er the Story of the AZ21ptian Wives, 
whom Teo/eph's Miltreſs had invited to bebold his 
Beauty; they cut their Fingers for their Meat, 
whilſt g zing cen the charmiog Youth: So poor 
Eliachim was all Confuſion, tarn'd to a Statue, 
whi'{t he look'd on this enchanting C gen. He 
had forgot to eat or drink, till I began to ro:z: 
him from his Dream. I told him foftly in the 
Far, This Lady was but the younger Siſter of 
Jvion's Miſtreſs. This brought him to his Senſe 
again, but could not reſtore his Peace, Prudence 
taught him to diſſemble the violent Emotion of 
his Soul, and not to expoſe himſelf in ſuch a 
Company; but nothing could expel the fatal Poi- 
{on from his Breaſt | 

When we had ſufficiently repoſed our ſelves, 
we bid adieu to the Inn, all joining Company, 
and ſetting forward to Orleans, On the Road 
both Eliachim and I had many Opportunities of 
converſing with this young Lady; ſuch Familia- 
rity with Women, being allow'd in France. We 
found her Wit ſuprizing as her Beatuy ; and her 
Mien and Conduct, ſuch as gave Advantage to 
them both. In a Word, Eliachim was loſt amidit 
ſo many Perſections. 


When we came to our Inn at Night, and were 


in our Chamber together, he vented his Paſſion in 


theſe Words: Mahmut, I have paſs'd theſe Years 
K 3 hitherto 
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Vitlis to, auithout any other Sentiments of Love, ſaws 
ihoje which in general I oxxe to all our Race, and 
fome more particular Regard of Friendſhip and Du- 
ty. But, fince I /aww this lovely Creature, methinks 


Iny Friends, and all that ought to be beloved 6 


Earth, is now contrafted into her. *Tis not Jer 
Snowy Skin or matchleſs Features, are of Force 15 
move me ; though they are ſuch, thy ſelf being 
Fudge, as would have foiled Apelles's Art to ini. 
tate; But 'tis a Luftre which I can't expreſs ! Sure- 
ly tauas Lightning darted from her Eyes. thoſe fair 
Avenues of her brighter Soul! The ſubtle Flame 
glanced through my Breaſt, and in a Moment ſcorch'd 
my Reaſon up! The lovely Bafiliske foot Death at 
every Look ! Thou ſacueſt how I ſate as one tran;for- 
med; fo lifeleſs, and without Motion was =I, aui 
gazing on my Ruin And to this Hour à fatal 
Numbneſs ſpreads through all my Veins, as if 1 
had touch'd ſome dire Torpedo. 

Thus went he raving on, till I interrupted him 
with Lavghter and Railery, endeavouring to cure 
him of his Love-ſick Humour by ridiculing it. I 
told him my own Experience of this fooliſh Pa/- 
fion, rehearſed my former Adventures with Daria, 
and how at length I pot the Victory of this vain 
Fondneſs by Abſence, and the Exerciſe of my 
Reaſon. But all that I could ſay, made no Im- 
prefſion on the ſtupid Lover. He grew but worſe, 
and fo I left him to ſeek Repoſe from ſleep. 

We came not to Orleans, till the next Day, 
where we tarried not long, having no other Buſi- 
ne - as it happen'd, but to ſee the Rarities of 
the Town, and inform our ſelves of thoſe 
things it is convenient for Travellers to know. 
Aſter which we retuin'd to Paris: I, with the 
ſame Sentiments | had at my frſt ſetting out 
from thence 3 but it ſeems the World was me- 
tamorphoſed in poor Eliachim Opinion. 0 

um 
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him the Trees had now loſt all their Greenneſ: ; 
the Flowers, and Grab, and Corn, look'd wi- 
ther'd ; the Birds ſung mournful Notes; the 
Winds blew hoarſe, unwelcome Sounds ; and 
every thing in Nature ſeem'd to him to droop, 
becauſe Falante was not there (ſo was the Fair 
one call'd, as Eliachim had learn'd of her,) when 
we parted from Orleans. 

In this melancholy Condition, the poor Brain- 
ſick Few has continued ever fince. When his 
Cure will commence, I know not. 

If thou yet retaineſt thy native Liberty, and 
haſt not ſacrificed it to unhappy Love, learn by 
his Misfortune to watch thy Senſes, which are the 
ſirſt Traytors to the Soul. Adieu. 


Paris, ff of the 6th Mon, 
of the Year 1647. 


— 


LETTER XXIX. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


HOU that haſt had thy Education in A. 

ſenals, and haſt led the reſt of thy Life in 
Ships of War, wilt be beſt able to judge of the 
Propoſal, which a certain bloody Sea Captain made 
to Cardinal Mazarini not long ago. 

It being the general Diſcourſe of this City, 
with what Inſult and Defiance Admiral Moroſini, 
with about thirty Men of War, enter'd the Helle- 
tent, and braved the Dardanels : This Offcer told 
the Cardinal, That if he would furniſh him with 
half that Number of Ships, he would engage to 
drive the Sultan out of his Seraglio, lay that Pa- 
late in the Duſt, and beat down the Towers of 
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all the Moſques in Conſiantinople, or loſe his Life 
in the Attempt. To which the Cardinal repli- 
ed, Monſieur, I believe tis impoſſible, if you could 
finiſh your Work, before they acould board your Men 
of War with a Hundred Gallies and Saiques full if 
armed Men. 

It is faid, That Cardinal Richiieu had ſuch a 
Project once, which made him propoſe the Build- 
ing of prodigious high Ships, whoſe Out-fides 
ſhould be ſtuck all over with ſharp Spikes, that 
ſhould render it impoſſible for Ga/lies to board 
them. 

By this thou may 'i know, that ſuch an Attempt 
is not thought impracticabſe by the Chriſtians. 1 
wiſh it be not put in effectual Execution by them, 
when the Port may leaſt dream of it. 

Chriſtina Queen of Sauedeland, has cauſed a 
moſt magnificent Veſſel to be built, with deſign to 
preſent it to Cardinal Mazarini. The inner Work 
cf the Cabin is of Cedar, curiouſly overlaid with 
Flowers, and other Imagery of Gold. I he ex- 
tremity of the Stern, adorn'd with Windows, Sta- 
tues and Galleries; the wooden Work all over- 
laid with the ſame Metal. The Roof of the Ca- 
bin preſents the Story of Jaſen's Expedition to get 
the Golden Fleece, painted by the beſt Maſters in 
Sabedeland. All the Furniure ſpeaks the Royal 
Bounty of her that gives it. The Cannon are of 
the pureſt Braſs. I he reſt of the Tackle ſuch as 
are fitteſt to weather the Winds and Waves; from 
which neither this Queen's Sovereignty in Scvede- 
land, nor the Cardinals Grandeur in France, could 
exempt either of them, were they expoſed to 
Sea. 

There are thoſe who whiſper on this Occaſion, 
That the Queen of Swede/and has ſome Inclinati- 
ons to the Reman Catholick Religion; that ſhe has 
had ſeveral Conferences with Monfieur Chanut 2 

| that 
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that dubject, as alſo with his Priefis ; that her Re- 


fedent in Portugal has openly embrac'd that Faith, 


not without the Queen's private Conſent and Ap- 
probation. It is not material to us, what Religion 
the Infidels profeſs, whilſt they aſſert Doctrines re- 
pugnant to the Divine Unity, and the Truth of the 
Sent of God, I behold, at this time, an evident 
Sign of his Unity in the Heavens ; it is the New 
Moon, juſt riſing from the Jower Hemifphere. At 
the Sight of this Planet, the Meſſenger of God has 
commanded me to fall on my Face, and adore 
the Eternal. 

Wherefore praying, That her fluences may 
prove propitious to thee, whilſt thou art on the 
Ocean, 1 bid thee adieu. 


Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1647. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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LETTER S 


Writ by 


A Spy at PARIS. 


VOL, II. 
BOOK UI. 
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To Bedredin, Superior of the Convent 
of Derviſes, at Cogni in Natolia, 


OT more welcome are the rich Per- 
fumes cf Aratia, to a Soul almoſt ex- 
Piring through Grief and Melancholy, 
than is thy Letter to Mabmut, where- 
in is contain'd the Ceri:ficate of thy being yet on 
this Side the Hate of Inviſiblet. Methinks all 
Nature flouriſhes, while thou art alive, And I 
feel a Spirit within me, prompts me to preſage, 

'That thy Death, like the Fall of Leaves in Au- 
tumn, will prove the Harhinger of the World's laft 
Winter. Whilſt thou liveſt, thy Prayers and 

Merits ſupport the drooping Elements, which 
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are now almoſt ready to fall into their primi- 
tive Chaos and Inactivity. The Arge/ of the 
Trumpet, in Contemplation of thy Virtue, delays 
to ound th. grand tremendous Blaſt ; which, at 
an Inſtart, ſhail puff out the Light of the Sun, 
Moon and otars, and blow the Breath out of the 
Noltrils of all the living Generations. That 
Day ſhall be a Day of Darkneſs, Horror and 
Silence, *till the Hour of Tran/migration comes: 
When at the /econd Blaſt the Firmament ſhall 
rend aſunder, like the opening of Curtains ; 
this old World ſhall fly away like a Shadow, to 
the Right Hand and to the Left. Then ſhall 
naked Souls hang hovering in the empty Space, 
"twixt Paradiſe and Hell. The Throne ſhall be 
placed, Judgment ſhall be given: And, to wind 
up the My/teries of Fate, a new and immortal 
World ſhall at a Moment ſpring forth from the 
Womb of Eternity, and poiſeis the Place of the 
former. 

I write not this to inſtruct thee, Venerable Be- 
dredin, Who art a Mine of Knowledge : But to ſa- 
tisly thee, that tho? I live amongſt Infidels, yet I 
con erve inviolate the Faith of my Fathers, be- 
lieving the Book brought down from the eternal 
Archives. Thou feareſt that I ſhall turn Chriſtian. 
being accuſed by ſome, of Levity in my Opini- 
ons; by others of Prophaneneſs and Artheiim 3 
by all, of diſcovering too favourable an Inclination 
to the Nazarenes. 

Suffer me, O holy Prefident of the Servants of 
God, to purge my ſelf of theſe falſe Imputations 
the Product of Envy and Malice. Permit me to 
lay at thy ſacred Feet, a modeſt Apology for my 

aith. 

Let not that Deſcriptionof the Chriftians Me:ftas, 
which 1 ſent thee in my laſt Letter, create in 
thee an Opinion to my Diſadvantage 3 nor pre 
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vail on thee to think, I can ever ſwerve from the 
potound Attach, I owe to the Sent of God. I 
honour Feſus, the Son of Mary; and ſo l do all 
his Brethren, the Prophets in Paradiſe : This I am 
taught in the Alcoran. Where is then my Crime? 
If I give Virtue its due Praiſe, even in the I. 
faels, am I therefore a Nazarene ? It I ſpeak with 
Reverence and Modeity of Chriſtian Ps inces, 
am not I therefore a Mufſulman ? Or, does the 
Book of Glory teach us Arrogance ? Surely my 
Traducers will bluſh, when they ſhall conſider, 
t hat our auguſt Emperors themſelves, (who are So- 
wereigns of all the Kings on Earth,) when they 
vouchſaſe to write to Chriſtian Princes, dictate 
their Letters in a Style, full of Affection and 
Regard. They give them magnificent 77/les at 
the Beginning, and at the Concluſion, they wiſh 
them Encrea e of Pelicity, both here, and in Pa- 
radiſe. And would it become a S/ave to treat 
crown'd Heads with leſs Reſpect, thin does the 
Maſter of the Univerſe ? If I have contracted 
Friendſhip with ſome of the Chriſtian Derwiſes, it 
was to ſerve the Ends of the ſablime Port, and 
perform the Rites of Gratitude. 1 thought it no 
Crime, to receive a Kindneſs from any Man, or 
to return it, without examining his Religion But 
perhaps they ſuſpect the Intimacies I had with 
Cardinal Richlieu, and ſtill have with his Suc- 
ceſſor Mazarini, Reſt aſſured. O holy Derwiſe, 
that my Acceſs to theſe Princes of the Roman, 
Church, is ſo far from being criminal, that with- 
out it I never had been capable of penetra- 
ting into the Counſels of the [nfide/s, or of do- 
ing any effectual Service to the Grand Signier, 
The Countenance which my Familiarity with 
theſe two great Miniſters affords me, has all along 
facilitated my Deiigns: And, whilſt under their 
Umbrage, I am taken for a zealous * 
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] ſecretly lay a Foundation, whereon in due 
time, ſhall be built, even in the Heart of Chri- 
ftendom, triumphal Arches for the victorious 
Muſſulmans. * 1'is ſtrange, methinks, that after 
all this, I ſhould be ſuſpected! That notwith- 
ſtanding I have patiently endured nine Years 
Confinement, to an obſcure and private Life; a 
mel:incholy Baniſhment to a ſtrange Country; 
yea, to a City for which I have a natural Aver- 
ſion; a City the moſt unclean, noiſy and vain in 
the whole Earth ; to be ſhut up, for the ſake 'of 
avoiding Diſcovery, in a Chamber ſo narrow 
that Suſpicion it ſelf, nay even Thought, the Mother 
of thai little Paſſion, would ſweat and be ſtifled, 
when once circumſcribed within theſe Walls; 
and aſter all this, to be made a Priſoner of State, 
on Jealouſy of being a Mahometan ; To abide 
that Puniſhment ſo many Moons unmov'd, un- 
corrupted, and at length to be releaſed, to the 
Advantage of the Ottoman Intereſt, and yet to he 


traduced at home, for a Traytor to God, his Pro- 


phet, and my Sovereign, has ſurely ſomething in it 

inconſiſtent 
What is then my Crime? Or, why am I thus 
aſpers d? Let my Slanderers hereafter be fi- 
lent Unleſs they will lay it to my Charge, 
That in ſome ot my Letters I have diſcover'd a 
Mind free from Superſtition; That I put a high 
Value on Reaion, and have no low Eſteem tor 
ſome of the ancient Philc/ephers ; that I endea- 
vour to guard my Senle, and will not ſuffer it to 
be muzzled with the I:npoitions of Ignorance 
and Prejudice; that 1 do nat think it a neceſſary 
Qualification of a Mufjulman, to purſue with 
inexorable Hatred, ail Men that differ from 
me in Opinion. In fine, That in al! my Con- 
verlation, I ſtrive to comport my elt as one 
who aſſerts the Unity of the Divine Eſence, the 
e Plurality 
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Plurality of his Prophets, the determinate Number 
of the Ele; and who is reſolved and prepared, 
rather to die a Thouſand Deaths, than voluntari- 
ly to commit an Inpiety againſt theſe Principles, 
or the Intereſt of the Grand Signior, who has a 
Right to command all Mankind. If thele be 
Crimes, I muſt own my ſelf culpable : If not, let 
my Accuſers lay their Hand upon their Mouth, 
And continue thou, ſage Doctor of our holy Law, 
to inftra&t me with thy Counſels, to aſſiſt me 
with thy Prayers, and to protect me with thy 
Friendſhip. I hen ſhall Mahmut perſevere a true 
Believer, a faithful Slade to the Oſman Emperor, 
and a devout Admirer of thy Longevity and Vir- 
tue 

J ſhould fear this might be the laſt Letter I 
ſhou!d have the Honour to ſend thee, were I not 
convinced by ſome near Examples, that old 
Age was not reſtrain'd to the Times before the 
Flood "Though thou haſt far out-paſs'd the ordi- 
nary Years of Men, yet there is at this Time, not 
far from Paris, a Man who has near doubled 
thy Age. He 1s an Hermit, living on a Hill, 
where all things neceſſary for Human Suſtenance 
ſeem to be wanting. The Walls of his Houſe 
are built of Mud, with his own Hands, (a weak 
Defence againſt Wind and Rains.) His Bed is 
compoſed of Leaves of 'I'rees. A Stone ſerves 
him for his Pillow. His Diet conſiſts of ſuch 
Herbs and Fruits, as that Mountain affords him. 7 
A neighbouring Well allays his Thirſt. He has WW 
dwelt in this Place, and in this manner Eighty WW 
three Years, after he had traveiled moſt Parts of 
Eurepe and Aſia. Ask him by what Means he 
Preſerved his Life ſo long, he anſwers, By living 
free from Care, and by being indifferent to all 
Things. He foretells Things to come with mar- 
vellous Succeſs, as has often been ä ; 

whic 
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which makes the People eſteem him a Pro- 
het. 

F The French tell me of another who lived long- 
er than he, being Three hundred fixty and one 
Years old when he died. He was called, Jobn of 
the Times, in regard he liv'd from the Reign of 
Charles the Great, to that of the Emperor Comrade. 
And being ask'd what Diet he uſed, his Anſwer 
was, Honey within, and Oil without. 

This comforts me with the Hopes of ſeeing 
thee on Earth, tho* many Years hence : Since no 
Man can exceed thee in Abſtinence, Sobriety, 
and the Calmneſs of thy Mind. 

The great Author of Life ſo grant, That if I 
may not enjoy this Felicity here, yet I may not, 
by any enormous Crimes, merit to be excluded 
thy Society in Paradiſe, 


Paris, 1175 of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1647. 


LETTER 
Ts Murat Baſla, 


HE French are puffed up with the late De- 
feat they gave the Spaniſb Fleet in Sight of 
Naples. Their Joy would know no Bounds, were 
it not curb'd by the Loſs of the Duke of Breze, 
who was ſlain by a Cannon Bullet in this naval 
Combat. | 
The young, Prince of Conde has been alſo for- 
ced to withdraw his Army from before Lerida, 
that Place being ever fatal to the French. This 
has leſſen'd the Diſgrace which the Count of 
Harcourt received the laſt Campaign, in not 
being 
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being able to carry that Town after ſix Moon; 
Siege. 

= the News from the Levant has elated all 
the Franks beyond Meaſure: Yet, I hope, the Re- 
lations that are icatter'd abroid on that Subject, 
are rather an Effect of their Wiſbe, than of any 
real Succeſs againit the invincible O/mans. 

It is reported, 'I'hat there have been two S-a 
Fights between our Fleets and the Yenetians ; that 
in the former, we loit two thouſa d Men, ſeven 
Galley, and a Paſa; that in the latter, the Ve. 
netians tk toity Gallies, fix Caramaſals, and 
fifty Saigues, laden with Men and Ammunition 
for the Relief ot our Army in Cardy. 

The Honour of this lait Victory, is aſcribed to 
the Valor and Conduct of Bernard Moroſini, and 
General Grimani ; Bernard ſucceeded his Brother 
Thomas Morofini, who was kill'd, as they ſay, in 
the firſt B.ttel. 

ihe Chriſtians every where expreſs great Joy 
for theſe Victories Ihe open Streets are fill'd 
with Tables, cover'd with all manner of Dain. 
ties, at the publick Coſt. They feiſt and revel 
Night and Day. The Bells ring continually, 
ana Bonfires are made, to celebrate the 'I riumph 
of the Nazarencis. They preſage to themſelves, 
the Conqueſt of the Ortoman Empire, and eternal 
Victories. 

From Dalmatia, the Poſts bring daily News of 
our Loſſes and Diſgraces. It is known here, That 
the Cafil:s of Xemonido, Nowigrade, Nadin, Carin, 
and all the Hlaces of Strength which we had in our 
Poltethon, except Clzfa, are taken by the Yene- 
Hans. 

They laugh at our Siege of Sebenico, where we 
Joſt two thouiand Men, nd at length were forc'd 
to leave our Camp to the Chriſtians, our General 
being frighted away by a few Women, 


It 
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It ſeems ſtrange and ominous to me, That thoſe 
Arms which have formerly cruſf'd the greateſt 
Monarchies to pieces, and have changed the Face 
ef the whole Earth, ſhould now be foil'd by a few 
Deſperads's ! ] dare be thus far a Propbet, that ei- 
ther the Soldiers are diſguſted, which will pro- 
duce a Revolution, or the mighty Empire of the 

O/mans is in its Decline, which God avert 
The Chrifiians, (who are not ignorant of our 
Affairs, nor of the very Secrets of the Seraglio) 
by an odd Kind of Charity, pray for the long 
Liſe of Sultan Ibrahim : For, they ſay, our Armies 
mutt needs miſcarry during his Reign ; moſt of 
the Officers, being offended at his licentions Life, 
| and cruel Actions. Beſides, they tax him with 
| | Profufeneſs, in that he has not ſpared the private 
| Treatury of Gold, which by the Frugality of 
| his Predeceffors, had been heaped together; and 
N which it was not counted lawſul ſor them to 
touch, unleſs in the utmoſt Peril of the Enpire. 
5 They ſay, That by the Additions which Sulian 
1 Amurat had made, this Treaſure was augmented 
to above Thirty Millions of Sequins But that 
\ eur m_ Emperor has ſquander d moſt of it a- 


. way on his Pleaſure They compare him to He- 


1 liggabalus, the moſt effeminate Prince that ever 

reign'd ; praifing at the ſame time, the Magna- 
f nimity and Valour of Sultan Amurat ; who, they 
it ſay, was the ſtouteſt Man on Earth. They high- 
„ WU | applaud his Bravery at the Siege of Babylon, 
1 n hen he accepted the Challenge of the Perfiax 
„ © >oldier ; and entring into a ſingle Combat with 


the unhappy Redhead, at one Blow, with his Sa - 
bre, cleft him (though in Armour) to the mid- 
dle. In Memorial whereof thou knoweſt, that 
Armour hangs to this Day in the Hazoda. In fine, 
they extol his Juſtice: Whereof he gave a re- 
markable Inſtance, in puniſhing a certain 1 
Wno 
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who had cheated a Pilgrim of his Jewell: Thou 
remembreſt that Paſſage. And the Stone Mortar, 
wherein that miſerable Wretch was pounded alive 
by his own Sentence, is yet to be ſeen at the Gate 
of the Divan, a Monument of his Villany, and 
the Sultan's Jultice, 

Theſe Things are not unknown in the 17%; 
for the Nazarenes have their Intelligences in the 
Imperial City. Hence they derive Occaſions to 
cenſure or praiſe the Actions of our auguſt Enge. 
rors, Who are Companions of the Sun, and Brothers 
of the Stars. | 

What I have ſaid, I truſt to thy Integrity: 
Whereof I have had Experience. Thoſe who 
degenerate from that Virtue, may their Souls 
find no more Reſt in the cher World than a 


 French-Man's Hat has in this, which is always in 


Motion. Adieu. 


Paris, 15th of the dib Meon, 
of the Year 1647. 


LETTER UI. 


To Mahomet Techli, Baſſa ef Boſnia, 
at his Camp in Dalmatia, 


"FE 


HOU art a fit Man to lead the Maſſulman 
Armies, who durſt not hold up thy Head 
againſt a few Women : Perhaps thy Mother's Milk 
hangs yet on thy Chin ; thou art not wean'd from 
the Diſcipline of the Nurſery. Was the ſtrong For. 
tre/s of Schenico of ſo ſmall a Price, that thou 
ſhouldſt baſely decamp from before it, becauſe a 
few Females appear'd on the Walls? Is this the 
way 
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way to aggrandize thy Maſter? What will the 
Cl-rifiians lay to this Cowardice ? Nay, what do 
they not ſay already? The News of that Siege 
had reach'd all Parts of Europe; the Nazarenes 
were big with Expectation of the Event. Now 
they know it, they laugh both at thee, and at all 


the Mufulmans. Thou halt brought a Diſgrace 


on the moſt exalted Empire in the World. 

What if thou didit loſe T'wo thouſand Men be- 
fore the Walls of that Fort? is that a ſufficient 
[.ſtification of thy raiſing the Siege ? Our glori- 
dus Sultans do not uſe to win Cities and Caſtles 
without Blood ? Neither do they ſpare to ſacrifice 


the belt part of their Army to the Honour of their 


Arms, whilſt our indeſatigable Soldiers have 
mcunted on heaps of ſlaughter'd Spah:'s, and 
ſcaled the Battlements of their Enemies. Where- 
as thou wert afraid of a few Stones, that the 
Women hurl'd on thy Men from the Walls : 
Thou art more effeminate than Sardanapalus I Tt 
were fitter for thee to handle the Diſtaft and ſpin 
for thy Bread, than to draw a Sword in the Held 
of Honeur, It is a Wonder thy own Soldiers do 
not abandon thee, being aſham'd to ſerve under 
ſo weak a Commander. 

I counſel thee, ſpeedily to recover thy loſt 
Reputation, by ſome notable Service. Let not 
Perils affright thee ; but remember, That true 


| Fortitude ſurmounts all Difficukies ; and that thou 


can't not paſs into the Temple of Honour, but 


through that of Virtue. It is not my part to pro- 


ject tor thee: The whole Country is before 


| thee 3 Thou knoweſt, or at leaſt oughteſt to 


know, the Motions and Strength of thy Enemies. 
Do ſomething ſpeedily, that ſhall ſpeak thee wiſe 


4 and valiant. Thou hadſt better loſe thy Life ſo, 


than by a Bow-String, 
Take 
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Take this Advice as a Mark of my Friendſhip 
for Mahmut uſes not ſo frankly to reprove thole 
whom he eſteems his Enemies. Adieu. 


Paris, 15th of the 8th Meon, 
of the Year 1647. 


— — 


. 
To Achmet Baſla. 


OT long ago arrived here a Courier from 

Swedeland, bringing Letters from Queen 

Chriftina and Monjicur Chanut, the French Refident 
at Stockholm. 

Among other Matters, they give an Account, 
That on the twenty ſeventh Day of the ſeventh 
Moon, that great Princeſs had like to have been 
ſtab'd in the midſt of her Guards, ſurrounded 
with her Courtiers, before the Altar of her Gad; 
at an Hour when all the Subjefr of that Kingdm 
were on their Knees, to render Heaven propitious 
to her and the Publick, 

That Day there was a Faß proclaim'd through 
all Szuedeland; and he was eſteem'd no good Sub. 
Jef, who did not repair to the publick Solemnitics. 
The Queen, to give an Example, went at the 
third Hour of the Day to the Moſque of her Pa- 
lace, attended by the great Officers of State, and a 
numerous Train of the Nob:/;ty. When the Preach- 
er (as is the Cuſtom) had made an end of ſpeak- 
ing, all that were preſent fell on their Knees, to 
—.— the appointed Dewotions. But it being the 

aſhion of the Nazarenes to utter ſome ſecret pre 
parative Oraiſons, the Men cover'd their Faces 
with their Hats, to be more recollected. 


While 
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While all Eyes were thus veil'd, a certain Fel- 
low ſnatching the Opportunity, ſteps from his 
ace, and, without making any great Noiſe, by 
large Strides, advances unſeen to the Rail which 
encloſe the Pavement next to the Altar, where the 
een was on ber Knees. But in leaping over, he 
was perceived by a certain Nobleman, who imme- 
diately cry'd out to the Guards, to flop the Aſſaſſin. 
They croſs'd their Partiſans, but the Y7//ain hurld 
them one againſt another with ſo great Violence, 
that while they were ſtriving to recover their en- 
tangled Weapons, he got quite through them. At 
which time, the Queen alſo raiſing her ſelf up at 
the Noiſe, puſh'd the Captain of her Guards, who 


E kneeled beſide her. He ſtarting from his Place, 


Jeap'd between the Queen and the Murderer, who 
was now within two Paces of her. He ſeizes the 
Wretch; and, upon immediate Search, they 
ſound two Jong ſharp-pointed Knives about him, 
without Sheaths; one in his Boſom, the other in 
his Pocket The Priſon being in the Caſtie or 
Palace of the Queen, under her very Apartment, 
ſhe was not willing he ſhould be carried thither, 
but ordered him to be reconduted to his own 
Chamber, which was in the College of Stockholm, 
he being an Eccleſiaſtick of the ſaid College; com- 
manding alſo a good Guard to be ſet over him, 
which was periorm'd accordingly, 

As ſoon as the Wrertch taw himſelf in his Cham- 


ber, he ſaid aloud, That awwhen he went out in the 


Morning, he little thoup hit of ever returning again, 
L aving undertaken an Action, in doing of which he 
expected to loſe his Life. 

They uſed all Diligence imaginable in diſcoyer- 
ang the Authors of this intended Murther ; but could 
lemn nothing more, Than that this Fellow was a 
Luratick, whom at certain Sz2a/ons an unaccounta- 
bie Fury ſpurred on to many Extravagancies. M 
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Yet ſome ſu ſpect. that he was hired by the I. 
theran Clergy to give this execrable Blow ; wg 
were apprehenſive, 'That the Queen heark'ning ty 
much to the Inſinuations of her Tutor, who was 2 
Calvinift, would innovate the eftabliſh'd Rel gin 
of the Country. 

If this be a well-grounded Suſpicion, it follow; 
at the beſt, that Religion which ought to correct 
the Morals of Men, and have an Influence in re. 
ſtraining their exorbitant Paſſions, is become the 
Corrupter of their Manners, and the Fomenter c{ 
the moſt enormous Crimes. But this is common 
among the Chriſtians, who being divided into its 
numerable Parties, diltinguiſh'd by as many ſeve- 
ral Names; yet each Seat is ſo ſure that their 7 
is the only right Path to Salvation, that they ſpare 
for neither Murders, Sacrileges, nor Treaſons, to 
proſelyte the reſt to their Opinion, being unwil. 
ling that any ſhould live, who are not of the ſame 
Mind with them. : 

The King of France, and the Queen Regent, re- 
ceiv'd the News of Queen Chriſtina's Delivery from 
this defign'd Blow with much Joy; the Intetelts c 
both Crowns being at this time cloſely intermingled. 

I can inform hee of nothing more remarkable 
at preſert, ſave, that certain Letteis are intercep- 
ted, which the Duke of Bavaria had written to 
the Duke of JY/irtembers, and the Elector of G. 
lagne: l he Contents of which diſcover, 'I het the 


Duke of Bawaria is not far from a Reconciliaticn 


with the Emperor : and that in the mean time, 
he only waits the Event of Things, to direct him 
in the Choice of his Party 

God cor:i:rm thee in thy Integrity, That thou 
may'ſt never waver or {werve from the Scrvice 
and Duty thou oweit the Graud Sig nior. 
Paris, 28th of the gth Moon, 

of the J. ar 1647. 
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To Cara Hali, a Phyſician at "> 


ſtantinople. 


HOU haſt heap'd many Favours on me ; 
yet I have never had an Opportunity of 

making the leaſt Acknowledgment. Accept now 
a ſmall Preſent from Mahmut's Hands, who bein 
not Maſter of Wealth, can make no great ones. 7 
ſend thee neither Silver, Gold, nor Jewels, which 
the inſatiable Avarice of Mortals, has violently 
torn {from the Bowels of their common Mother. 
Neither ſhalt thou receive from me any of the 
more familiar Products of the Earth, ſuch as 
grow on her Surface. Expect no choice Fruits, or 
Wine, or Oil; nor any thing framed by the Art 
of Man, whether for Delight, or Uſe. What I 
ſend thee is the Dew of Heaven, a certain Quin- 
teſſence of the Element, an Ethereal Spirit, firſt 
c-ndens'd into a Vapour, then into a more liquid 
Subllance, and afterwards congealed into a Gum. 
It is the celebiated Manna of Calabria. 

Adonai the Few ſent it to me out of 7aly as 
a Rarity, I knew not whom ſo properly to 
oblige with this Preſent, as the Studious of na. 
tural Things, Hali the ſage Phyſician, and my 
Friend 

The Philofopher Averroes, our Country man, 
has written much of this excellent Subſtance. He 
calls it, The Food of the Airy Angels ; and ſays, 
The young Rawens cry ing in their Neſts, are nou- 
riſh'd by this heavenly Diet, when the old ones 
ſorſake them: And that the Chamelians ſeek no 
other Repaſt during their Lives, but the inviſi- 
ble Mauna, that every where floats in the Morn- 
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ing Air. He holds it poſſible, That a Man, after 
he has paſs'd his great Climacter, may live without 
any other Suſtenance ſave what he receives from 
this Heavenly Diſtillation; that he may thus pro. 
long his Life for the Space of ſeven Years, which 
will complete the appointed Age of Mortals. 
Many of the ſublimely inſtructed among the 
Arabians, are of the ſame Opinion; ſo are not a 
few of the Hebrew Rabbi's, but the Chriſtians, 
who are Gluttons, laugh at this Doctrine as ridi- 
culous and impracticable, forgetting at the ſame 
time what they read in their Bible, (which they 
pretend is the Rule of their Faith) that the Mac. 
lites had nothing elſe to feed on for a conſidera. 
ble Time in the Deſart, when they were almoſt 
Eight hundred thouſand Souls, and the greateſt 
part of them in their full Strength, Men of Arms, 
and inur'd to the Toils of War. 

Certainly it were a deſirable Thing, That this 
divine Largeſi were diſtributod to all the Regions 
on Earth. But God ſends his Bleſſings to whom, 
and when he pleaſes. *Tis he that direQteth the 
Clouds when they move through the Air, and 
reſt not till they arrive at barren and dry Places, 
where they pour forth their Water to refreſh the 
Farth, and render it fruitful. God! There is but 
one God, Lord of the World! Theſe are Signs of 
his Unity to true Believers, but the incrediou: 
have harden'd their Hearts. 

It is recorded, That in former Times, the 
Ground whereon this Manna deſcended, belong'd 
to a certain Nobleman of the Countrey, who, cove- 
tous of the unuſu1l Ble/ing, undertook to encloſe 
all that Lund within a high Wall, to the end that 
ſo rare a Gift might not be made common to eve- 
ry one. But, as ſoon as the Workmen had be- 
gun to lay the Foundation oi this Encloſure, the 
Manna ceas'd to iall, and ſo continued, as * as 

| they 
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they proceeded in that envious Work. Which 
when the Lord of the Ground was made ſenſible of, 
he commanded the Workmen to deſiſt, ſay ing 
withal, The Almighty gives, and the Almighty 
takes away. Henceforward, I will not ſeek to re- 
firain the free Gift of Heaven. Upon which, 
the Manna deſcended daily, as before, and fo has 
continued to do ever ſince. Doubtleſs, this is a 
Sign of God's Ommpotence. 

If thou wilt permit me to play the Phih/opher, 
I will tell thee my Opinion, why this Manna is 
ſeen rather in the Kingdom of Naples, than in any 
other Region of the Earth. 

It is well known, That the Earth of this Coun» 
try abounds with Veins of Sulphur, which are 
diffuſed up and down through all Parts, and heat 
the Soil to an extraordinary Degree. Hence it 
follows, That the lower Region of the Air, in this 
Country, muſt needs acquire a greater Degree 
of Heat and Drineſs alſo, being perpetually rari- 
fied by the fiery Atoms, which every where tranſ- 
pire through the Pores of the Earth, as from a 
Furnace. | 

This being ſo, it is not hard to conceive, 
That the Vapours which are exhaled by the Sun 
into the wfper Region, in the Heat of a Summer's 
Day, and there become impregnated by the 
A thereal Spirit, (which remains pure and un- 
cloathed in thoſe ſerener Tracts, and conſequent- 
ly, is apt to incorporate with any proper Vehi- 
cle,) naturally deſcend again in the Cool of the 
Night; but not meeting with a congeneous Bo- 
dy of Vapours in the /awer Region, that Air be- 
ing over-puriſy'd, and grown defecate, through 
the too near Neighbourhood of the burning 
Soi]; ſo that they cannot diffuſe themſelves 
thro the Air, for the Want of a fit Med*um, they 
cenſiſting of — Parts, and. ſollowi: g 
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the natural Pofition of the Element, and the Law 
of Gravity ; contract themſelves into little globy. 
lar Forms, the lower they deſcend ; thus ſettling 
on the Leaves of Trees, on the Graſs and Herbs, 
on Stones, and any part of the Earth, appearirg 
Lke Grains of tranſparent Gum. 

Hence alſo I conceive, 'T hat the fame Manny, 
(which is nothing elſe but an Atherea! Spirit, em- 
bodied in light and dulcied Vapours) abounds in 
the Air of moſt Countries, but remains inviſible, 
rarely ſo far condenſed, as to ſettle in a groſs Bo- 
dy on the Ground, becauſe the Air of thoſe Re- 
gions is not fo rarified as is that of Calabria, ha- 
ving no fuch ſubterranean Fires to drink the Va. 
pours up; but being moiſt and thick, the deſcen- 
ang Manna, inſtead of contracting it ſelf into glo- 
bular Bodies, and through its Weight ſinking to 
the Earth, dilates it ſelf, and incorporates with the 
floating Vapours : Juſt as if you pour Drops of 
Water into a Veſſel full of the ſame Element, 
thoſe Drops do not fink to the Bottom, but find. 
ang an homogeneous Body, they mix with it, and 
are diſperſed every way; whereas, if there be no- 
thing in the way to ſtop them, they immediately 
fall to the -Ground. | 

But I ſhall tire thee with my Philo/ephy, forget- 
ting that I ſpeak to a Man conſummate in all S- 
ences. Adonai relates many remarkable Paſſages of 
this Country, too tedious for a Letter. I will only 
tell thee in ſhort, That the Kingdom of Naples is 
eſteemed one of the molt delectable Regions on 
Earth, the Trees flouriſhing twice a Year, and the 
Soil abounding to Prodigality with Corn, Wine, 
Oil and Fruits, and all things neceſſary for. the Life 
of Man. Yet the Inhabi-ants have this Provcrb 
common among them ; The Kingdom of Naples is a 
Paradiſe of Delig/ ts, but it is inhabited with Ve- 
ili: So corrupted are the Manners of the People. 


Adieu, 
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Adieu, dear Halli, and think not Mahmut tedi- 
ous in his Letters, who has no other Way, at this 
Diſtance, to converſe with his Friends. | 


Paris, 19th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Tear 1647. 


3 


LETTER VI. 
To Kerker Haſſan Baſſa. 


HEN this Diſpatch ſhall come to thy 

Hands, be aſſured, That Mahmut thy 
Country-man, and Slave to the Slaves of the 
Grand Signior, wiſhes thee Multiplicity of Hap- 
pineſs, I have many Reaſons to honour thee, be- 
fides the natural Affection, which is, or ought to 
be, between thoſe who were born in the ſame 
Region. The many Favours thou haſt done me, 
far exceeded the Obligation which ariſes from the 
Vicinity of our Birth; though that was ſo near, 
that a ſtrong Man would have meaſured the Di- 
ſtance with one Flight of an Arrow. 

The Preſent of Kapha, for which I return'd 
thee Thanks in my laſt, has wrought wonderful 
Effects on me, being a perſect Cure of the Me- 
lancholy, to which I was before ſubject. It has 
freed me from many Diſtempers ; and I owe the 
preſent Eaſe and Chearſulneſs I enjoy, to this ge- 
nerous Gift, | 

Methinks, while I am drinking this excellent 
Liquor, I am at Conſtantinople, converſing with 
my Friends. It revives in me the Genius of Aſia; 
and fo advantageouſly transforms the Jdeas of 
Things which I fee, 17 the Crofts on the Togo 
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of the Chriſtian Temples, appear to me as Half 
Moons; and my Imagination preſents to me Tur- 
bants, inflead of Hats, as Men walk along the 
Streets of Paris. | 

Doubtleſs, great is the Force of what we eat 
or drink, which has occaſion'd all wife Law-giver;,, 
among other Sanctions, 5 certain Rules 
of Diet; and the Care of our holy Prophet has 
been exquiſite in this Point, his Prohibitions ex. 
tending to all unclean Meats and Drinks, fince 
they deprave the Conſtitutions of Men, and en- 
cline them to Vite. But, by his own Example, 
he recommended to us the Uſe of this admirable 
Berry ; impoſing a new Name on the Tree that 
bears it, when he called it, the Tree of Purifica- 
tion. Hence it is, That all the Mu/ulmans affect 
to partake of the /an#ified Benefit, it being the 
univerſal Beverage of the O/man Empire. 

Were the Virtues of it known in theſe Wer 
Parts, it would match, if not ſupplant, the Cre- 
dit of their Wines, ſince it equally refreſhes the 
Spirits, without intoxicating the Brain, 

I know not whether thou haſt ſeen Peſteli- hali, 
my Brother, ſince thy Return from Arabia: Or, 
whether thou hait heard the News he brought 
with him out of the Ear. He has ſurvey'd the 
Indies, Tartary, China, Tonquin, Perſia, and other 
Regions, whole Names are hardly known in ſome 
Parts of the Ottoman Empire. Indeed, we have 
formerly had but an odd Idea of thoſe remote 
Countries; but eſpecially China has been hid from 
the greateſt Part of the Earth, 

In my earlier Years, I have heard Men of Gra- 
vity, who wou'd be taken for knowing Perſons, 
fay, That China was but a wibutary Province of 
the Tartars, a contemptible Corner of Alia, and 
ſo barren, as it could hardly afford Suitenance 
for its Inhabitants, which is a Sign it is well 
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Peopled. Aſſuredly our Fathers were ignorant of 
* this Country, which after the perpetual Monarchy of 
the O/mans, may be eſteem'd the ſecond Empire 
on Earth. 

My Brother ſays, It contains Sixteen Prowin- 
ces, each as large as a Kingdom: And, That all 
together they fill up a Tract of Ground as big as 
Europe, which, thou knoweſt, is one of the Four 
Quarters of the World: And that this vaſt Do- 
minion contains above a hundred Millions of In- 
habitants. 

The Emperor who reign'd when Peſfeli-hali was 
there, was call'd Zunchin, a young Prince, not 
above thirty Years of Age; in whoſe Veins ran 
the Blood of Sixteen Emperors, his Progenitors. 

In the Year 1640, two great Officers in his 
Army, having drawn to their Party an innume- 
rable Company of the Soldiers, and being incou- 
raged by ſome Grandees at the Court, made a 
Revolt, The Names of theſe Nebels were Lycangz 
and Changien. They ſoon became Maſters of Five 
Provinces : But, quarrelling about their Shares, 
Lycungz cauſed his Aſſociate to be poiſon'd; and 
taking on himſelf the ſole Command of the Re- 
bels, was proclaim'd by them, Emperor of China, 
After which, he march'd directly with his whole 
Forces againſt Peguin, a City where the Emperor 
kept his Court : Laonian that the Conqueſt of 
this Place would ſecure to him all the remaining 
Provinces of the Empire. | 

The Chineſe are reputed a moſt ingenious Peco 
ple, excelling in all manner of mechanick Invens 
tions, and the boldeſt Architect: in the World. 
They build Bridges from one Mountain to ano- 
ther, to ſhorten the Traveller's Journey o'er the 
Plain between them, and raiſe Towers almoſt 
up to the Clouds. Some of their Cities are 
Lid to be near Thirty Leagues in Compaſs, hav- 
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ing double Walls and Ditches. And my Brother 
fays, That Peguin wants not much of this Ex. 
tent: And, That the Palace of the Emperor is 
near a League in Circuit, inviron'd by three 
Walls, and as many Moats, beſides Bulwarks, and 
other Fortifications. He adds, That this mighty 
City and Palace, is guarded by an hundred thou- 
ſand Soldiers. 
This impregnable Place the Rebeli took by Stra- 
tagem, which was able to have reſiſted all the 
Force of 4fia. Lycungz held a private Corre- 
Tpondence with ſeveral Grandees within the Town 
and Palace. By whoſe Connivance he ſent great 
Numbers of the ſtouteſt Men in his Army, dif- 
uiſed in the Habit of Merchants, who lodging 
emſelves in divers Quarters of the City, on a 
Day appointed, ſuddenly appeared in Arms ; ard 
ſurprizing the Guards who defended the Gates, 
New them all, and opened the Gates to the 
Rebels. | ; ? 
Who can expreſs the Confufion and Slaughter 
that filled all Parts of the City with Mourning 
and Blood? The barbarous Cengueror ſacrificed 
all the Loyal and Brave to his unpardonable Am- 
bition; diſarm'd thoſe who eſcap'd the firſt Maſ- 
facre ; and having made himſelf abſolute Maſter 
-o the City, lays a cloſe Siege to the Imperial Pa- 
ce. 


- The Emperor now finding that he was betray d, 


and that it was too late to defend himſelf from 
the cruel Perſecution and Inſult of the Tray- 
tors, takes Advantage of the ſhort Reſiſtance 
which ſome of his faithful Servants made, to 
conſult his own Honour, with that of the Empre/7 
and his Daughter. He had above Three thou- 
fand Wives, for whom he could not provide 
in that Flood of Calamities, all his Care being 
employ'd to prevent the laſt Triumph of 
Enemies, 
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Enemies, in not ſuffering the Royal Bhed to be 
ſhed by the prophare Hands of thoſe Villains. He 
enter'd into the Gardens of the Palace, accompa- 
nied only by his Empreſs and Daughter, with three 
faithful Eunuchs, The young Princeſs (who was 
a Lady educated in all the Chine/e Learning) ſee- 
ing. the great Affliction of her Royal Parents, the 
inevitable Ruine of her Family, and the univerſal 
Deſolation, fell on her Knees, and ſpoke to her 
Father, as follows : 

My Lord, 
« QQINCE it is the Will of the immortal Godi, 
. thus to extinguiſh the Luſtre and — 1 
« of our ſublime Race, let their Decrees be ſulfill 
But let not me be a Spectator of my Parents 
Fall, or ſurvive a Tragedy, at which the Earth it 
*« ſel? muſt tremble. — this Compaſſion on 
* my tender Years, and let theſe Eyes be cloſed, 
*« before Death ſeal up yours, from which mine 
** borrow'd all their Light. Think not, becauſe 
J am young, I fear to die: I long to ſee our 
« Kindred Gods, and repreſent the Fate of China, 
* ſo as to provoke their ſpeedy Vengeance. Sure- 
* ly our defiled Anceftors, at my Complaint, would 
hy 2 all the Thunder in the Heavens, and 
* ſhower it down upon theſe perjur'd and ungrate- 
ful Traytors. Or elſe, they d play the Chymiſts, . 
* and extract the moſt envenom'd fluence of the 
Stars, and dart the heavenly Poiſon on the Ks» 
belt, as they lie before theſe ſacred Walls, and 
* thus would put a Period to their curſed Trea/or. 
Make no Delay, my Royal Father, but try the 
« Experiment 3 releaſe me from theſe Chains, 
* which hinder my Eſcape to Paradiſe : And let 
** me be the Herald of ſuch News, as ne'er be- 
1 fore ſurpriz'd the Bleſi'd above. 


L 4 


The 
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The Emperor, mov'd with this paſſionate Ad. 
dreſs of his Daughter, drew a Dagger from his 
Girdle, and therewith ſtabb'd her to the Heart, 
And then, firuck with Remorſe at fo unnatural 
a Deed, cover'd his Face with a Veil of Silk, 
Thus acting Agamemnon's Part, when to fulfil the 
Oracle, he ſacrificed his Daughter [phigenia. 
| After this, the Empreſs, overwhelm'd with ſo 
many Sorrows, retir'd into a Grove, and hang'd 
herſelf with a ſilken Cord on a Tree. The Ex. 
peror, ſeeing this mournful Spectacle, was reſol- 
ved no longer to delay his own Death. Where- 
fore, following her Example, he diſpatch'd him- 
ſelf likewiſe by a String. But he firſt bit a 
Vein, and with his Blood writ the following 
Words: 


4% What is there now deſirable on Earth, after 
I am thus betray'd by my own Subjects? I ac- 
% cuſe not the inferiour People: They are inno- 
« cent! Tis to the Mandarins I owe my ſudden 
% Fall, with the Ruin of this mighty Em 
% Behold in me, the Royal Line extint. I am 
« the laſt of ſixteen Emperors. I, that was Lord 
of ſo many ſpacious Regions, Guardian of the 
* Bedchamber of the Sun, ſole Monarch of the 
Orient, Lieutenant to the Gods of the Mines, 
1 Poſleflor of infinite Treaſures, at whofe Name 
«© an hundred Millions of my Subjects touched the 
Ground with their Foreheads, am now ready 
% to be trampled under Foot by the baſeſt of my 
% Slaves, But I will prevent my own Diſgrace, 
«© and carry this majeſtick Soul inviolate to my 
„ renown'd Fathers; whoſe Vengeance, join'd 
„ with that of all the Gods, ſhall fall on the per; 
« fidious Mandarins, who have betray'd me, and 
* this exalted State to Ruin. ; 


A 
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A Narrative of theſe mournful Paſſages was 
painted in the Chine/e Language, ſuppaſed to be 
done by the Order of the Emperor's Attendants, 
who followed him into the G:r!en, and were 
Witneſſes of what was ſaid and done. A Copy 
of which my Brother procured ro be tranſlated 
into Arabick, by a Merchant of our Nation, who 


© underſtood the Chineſe Languge, and reſided in 


I Peguin. 
In fine, my Brother ſays, that when he de- 


parted from China, he left the Tyrant Lycungæ in 


Poſſeſſion of the Emperor's Palace, where he found 
an hundred Millions of Ingots in Gold and Sil- 
ver, beſides an ineſtimable Treaſury of Pearls 
and precious Stones, All which Wealth had been 
© heap'd together, by the Frugality of the Ching/e. 
E Emperors. 

Buy this thou may'ſt take an Eſtimate of the 
= Grandeur and Strength of this formidable Monar- 


ch, of which we have had ſuch contemptible No- 
tions. Neither ſhalt thou have occaſion to be ſur- 
priſed at the monſtrous Riſe and Fortune of this 


Rebel, who in ſo ſhorta Time was lifted up to the 
© Heighth of Human Sovereignty, when thou conſi- 
dereſt, That all Things are ſubject to Vieiſſitude 
and Change. 


That God, who eſtabliſhes whom he pleaſes on 


the Throne of the Earth, and, at the deter minated 


Periods of Empires, depoſes ſuch as truſt in their 
Strength and Riches, defend our Sovereign from 


E Treaſon, and from the Arrows that fly in Ob/cu- 
rity. 


Paris, 13th. of the 11th. Moon; 
of the Year 1647. 


Ls 
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LETTER VI. 
T6 Darniſh Mehemet, Baſſa. 


HAT Obligation have I to be concern'd 


for the Infidel; ? Or, what Intereſt in the 


' .Uncircumciſed ? Yet Nature has tied all our Race, 


in ſome common Bonds of Afſeion ; and Humanity 
teaches us, to rejoice at the Deliverance of the 
Oppreſſed. 

The XKinydom of Naples has long groaned under 
the Yoke of Spaniſh Tyranny. The Labour of the 
People ſufficed not to pay the unreaſonable Taxe 
that were impoſed on them. They ſweat Blud 
to become yet more miſerable ; whilſt their cruel 
Maſters having fleec'd them to Nakedneſs, would 
take Advantage of their Poverty, to rivet their 
Chains yet deeper, and render 'their Servitude 
paſt Redemption. 

The People were ſenſible of their Calamity, 
yet knew not how to ſhake off the Yoke. It had 
gall'd them to the Nerves and Sinews ; their 

h was gone. Deſpair of Redreſs had ren- 
der'd them ſupine, and took from them the very 
Power of meditating their Recovery. But Hea- 
wen, Which protects the oppreſſed, has raiſed up 
a Neuth from among the meaneſt of the People, to 
aſſert the publick Liberty. A Fiſherman, who has 
not feen Four and Twenty Winters, has underta- 
ken to reſtore the ancient Privileges of the Ma- 


politans, Who can penetrate into the Method; of 


eternal Deſtiny, which makes uſe of ſo contempti- 
ble Inſtruments, to check the Power of the great- 
eſt Monarchs ? 
This bold Youth, inſpired with a Zeal for the 
Publick, ran one Day into the Streets, crying — 
a lou 
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a loud Voice, Long live the King of Spain, but let 
the corrupt Officers periſh. He had no other Wea- 
pon, fave a Reed in his Hand, but was ſoon fol- 
low'd by a Multirude of Boys and young Men, 
with Clubs and Staves, who. went along the 
Streets of that populous City, repeating the Cry 


after him, Long live the King of Spain, but let 
the corrupt Officers periſh. At firſt, the Citizens 
laugh'd at the Infant Tumult, but in leſs than 


Two Hours, this Fiberman (whole Name was 


Maſſaniello) had enrolled above two thouſand 
Boys. 
The next Day his Numbers encreaſed, by the 


Acceſſion of all ſorts of lewd and idle Perſons, 
Mal-Contents, Debtors, and ſuch as were deſirous 


of Novelty. Nay, ſome of the better fort o 


Citizens ſhut up their Shops, took Arms, and 
mingled with the popular Inſurrection: So that 
cer Mid- day, there were above ten thouſand Men- 
and Boys, marching along the Streets, and burn. 
ing the Cuſlom- Houſes, with all their Books of Ac- 
compts, throughout the City. 

When Maſſaniclh beheld himſelf at the Head of 
ſo vaſt a Multitude, he thought it time to declare 
the Reaſon of his raiſing this Tumult. Wherefore, 
getting on an eminent Place in one of the Mar- 
101, he ſpoke to his Followers to this Effect: 


Rejoice, O ye faithful People, and ſend up Accla- 
nations to the God of Heaven, who hath this Day 
put it into our Hearts and Hands to be your own 
Redeemers. Ae for me, Spirit burneth within 
me, to ſee the publick Oppreſſion ; and I ſet no Va- 
lue on my Life, when I firſt began this glorious En- 
terprize. One of the Princes threaten'd me with 
the Galleys, if 1 perfiſted: But here are thouſands 
my Witneſſes, That inſtead of fearing him, I /mote 
bim on the Breafl, and fort Yo away joyful, ON 

1 


— 
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LETTER VII. 
T6 Darniſh Mehemet, Baſſa. 


HAT Obligation have I to be concerr'd 
for the Irfidels ? Or, what Intereſt in the 


'.Uncircumciſed ? Yet Nature has tied all our Race, 


in ſome common Bonds of Afſetion ; and Humanity 
teaches us, to rejoice at the Deliverance of the 
Oppreſſed. 

The Kinydom of Naples has long groaned under 
the Yoke of Spaniſh Tyranny. The Labour of the 
People ſufficed not to pay the unreaſonable Taxe, 
that were impoſed on them. They ſweat Blud 
to become yet more miſerable ; whilſt their cruel 
Maſters having fleec'd them to Nakedneſs, would 
take Advantage of their Poverty, to rivet their 
Chains yet deeper, and render 'their Servitude 
paſt Redemption. 

The People were ſenſible of their Calamity, 
yet knew not how to ſhake off the Yoke. It had 
gall'd them to the Nerves and Sinews ; their 

h was gone. Deſpair of Redreſs had ren- 
der'd them ſupine, and took from them the very 
Power of meditating their Recovery. But Hea- 
wen, Which protects the oppreſſed, has raiſed up 
a Youth from among the meaneſt of the People, to 
aſſert the publick Liberty. A Fiſherman, who has 
not feen Four and 'Twenty Winters, has underta- 
ken to reſtore the ancient Privileges of the Nea- 


politans, Who can penetrate into the Method; of 


eternal Deſtiny, which makes uſe of ſo contempti- 
ble Inftruments, to check the Power of the great- 


eſt Monarchs ? © 


This bold Youth, inſpired with a Zeal for the 
Publick, ran one Day into the Streets, crying _ 
| Aa lou 
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a loud Voice, Long live the King of Spain, but let 
the corrupt Officers periſh. He had no other Wea- 
pon, fave a Reed in his Hand, but was ſoon fol- 
low'd by a Multitude of Boys and young Men, 
with Clubs and Staves, who. went along the 
Streets of that populous City, repeating the Cry 


after him, Long live the King of Spain, but let 
the corrupt Officers periſp. At firſt, the Citizens 
laugh'd at the Infant Tumult, but in leſs than 


Two Hours, this Fiſherman (whole Name was 


Maſſaniello) had enrolled above two thoaſind , 
Boys. 
The next Day his Numbers encreaſed, by the 


Acceſſion of all ſorts of lewd and idle Perſons, 
Mal-Contents, Debtors, and ſuch as were deſirous 


of Novelty, Nay, ſome of the better fort of 


Citizens ſhut up their Shops, took Arms, and 
mingled with the popular Inſurrection: So that 
e&'er Mid-day, there were above ten thouſand Men 
and Boys, marching along the Streets, and burn. 
ing the Cuſtom- Houſes, with all their Books of Ac- 
compts, throughout the City. 

When Maſſanielho beheld himſelf at the Head of 
ſo vaſt a Multitude, he thought it time to declare 
the Reaſon of his raiſing this Tumult. Wherefore, 
getting on an eminent Place in one of the Mar- 
101, he ſpoke to his Followers to this Effect: 


Rejoice, O ye faithful People, and ſend up Accla- 
mations to the God of Heaven, who hath this Day 
put it into "our Hearts and Hands to be your own 
Redeemers. A+ for me, my Spirit burneth within 
me, to ſee the publick Oppreſſion ; and I ſet no Va- 
lue on my Life, when I firſt began this glorious En- 
terprixe. One of the Princes threaten d me with 
the Galleys, if 1 perſiſted: But here are thouſands 
my Witneſſes, That inſtead of fearing him, I /mote 
bim on the Breafl, and * * away joyful, * 
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he eſcaped with his Life. O ye faithful People, truſt 
not the Princes or Nobles: They are - 2 whe 

eſs you, and would enſlave you. Truft in your 
Ty 7 — the V of your Cauſe. God haz 
brought you together; let nothing ſeparate you 'till 
you have freed your Country, your ſelves, your 
Wiwves and Children, from perpetual Serwitude, 
Chuſe you a Leader, a Man of Courage and Reſolu. 
tion, who is willing to ſacrifice his Life for the 
common Good. As for me, 1 have hitherto lied 
& Fiſherman, and fo I intend to die. 


The People, exceedingly moved with this 
Fpeech, choſe him with one Accord for their 
Leader, . crying out with loud Acclamations, 
y”= Maſſaniello, the Patron of the Neapolitan L. 
erties. 

The firſt thing he did after he was confirm'd in 
this Authority, was to ſet open the Priſons, and 
lit the Priſoners under the Banner of the People. 
Then he divided his confuſed Army into Regi- 
ments and Companies; and ſent forth a Proclama- 
tion throughout Naples, commanding all to take 
Arms, on pain of having their Houtes burnt. 80 
that in a little Time he had above fifty Thouſand 
arm'd Men at his Heels. 

Thus accompanied, he marches directly toward 
the Yiceroy's Palace, veſted in Cloth of Silver, 
with a naked Sword in his Hand. He was ac- 
companied by a Cardinal, who undertook to be a 
Mediator between the Vicerey and the People. 
His Preſence reſtrain'd the Multitude within 
ſome Bounds of Moderation, for they reverenced 
him as Father of the City, Yet they burnt 
above fixty Palaces of the Nobles to the Ground, 
with all their Furniture and Goods; and it was 
preſent Death for any one to reſcue or purloin 
any Thing from the Flames; ſo rigorouſly 7»/ 

Was 
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was this new Laww-giver, this Moſes of the Neapo- 
litans, It was in vain for the Viceroy to oppoſe 
Force againſt ſo formidable an Iꝝſurrection. He 
entertained the young Fiſherman with Ceremo- 
nies due to a Printe: And having concluded a 
Truce, gave him the Title of chief Tribune of the 
faithful People. This increaſed the Veneration 
the Citizens had already conceived for Maſſaniello: 
So that in a Day or two more he ſaw himſelf at 
the Head of an hundred and fifty thouſand armed 
Men. He gave out all Orders for the Republick, 
publiſh'd new Edicts, and all Commiſſions were 
iſſued in his Name. He procured the Gabels to 
be for ever aboliſh'd, reſtored the People to their 
ancient Liberty: And in fine, was murder'd by 
his own Followers. 

Let me not ſeem an Advocate for Sedition, when 
I tell thee there was ſomething brave and beroick 
in the Actions of this Youth. So ſtrange a Rewolu- 
tion, in ſo ſhort a Time, has ſcarce been heard of 
the World: For a beardleſs Slave to raiſe him- 
ſelf in fixty Days to as abſolute and ungontroulable 
a Sovereignty, as the greateſt Monarch on Earth 
enjoys; to be obey'd by an infinite Number of 
People, without the leaſt Heſitation or Demur, 
were it for Life or Death; and all this, without 
any Motive of Ambition or Intereſt, but only to 
aſſert the publick Liberty, is a convincing Argu- 
ment of his Virtue ; and ſhews, That Heaven ap- 
proved his Enterprize. But then again, For him 
to loſe all this Power in four Days more, to be 
murder'd in cold Blood by his own Party, by the 
People whoſe Cauſe he had ſo ſucceſsfully vindi- 
cated ; this ſhews the Inſtability of Human Af- 
fairs, and that there is nothing permanent on this 
Side the Moon. 


I pray 
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I pray God to inſpire the Miniſters of the /ab- 
lime Port, to take ſuch Meaſures as may preſerve 
the Mufſulman Peace. Adieu. 


Paris, 13th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1647. 


A . 


LETTER VIII. 


To Solyman his Couſin, at Conſtan- 
tinople. 


| HEN I clos'd up my laft, the Hour of 

the Poſt was near expired, and the Meſ- 
ſenger who carries my Letters to him, haſten'd 
my Diſpatch, preventing what I had farther to 
ſay to thee. 

I am ſollicitous for thy Welfare, both as thou 
art a Miſſulman, and ſo near a Relation. Do not 
forfeit thoſe Titles, by degenerating from thy 
Kindred, and from all the zlluminated of God. 
Truth is comprized in a little Room, but Error is 
infinite. Thou makeſt a wrong Inference from 
the Moderation and Charity of the true Bekewers, 
when thou concludeſt, I hat becauſe they believe, 
it ſhall go well with all honeſt Men, let their Opi- 
nions and Ceremonies be what they will; there- 
fore thou ſhalt be ſafe, in retrenching the endleſs 
and burthenſome Vaſbings (as thou termeſt them) 
of the Muſſulmans, ſo long as thou leadeſt a good 
moral Life. 

Art thou ſuch a Friend to Idleneſs and Impu- 
rity, that thou wilt by a moſt- pitiful Sophiſtry, 
cheat thy ſelf of Salvation, rather than take the 
Pains to waſh thy ſelf after the Mauner, and at 
the Times, appointed by the Prophet of God, and 
practiſed 
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practiſed by our Fathers, and all the Faithful 
throughout the World? If it be allow /d, That ſuch 
as either out of Ignorance, or hinder'd by ſome 
other invincible Cauſe, do not embrace our hely 
Law, are not circumciſed, and repair not to the 
Aſſemblies of the Faithful, ſhall nevertheleſs enter 
into Paradiſe, provided they obey the Law of Na- 
ture, imprinted on their Hearts ; does it follow 
therefore, That one who has been bred up in the 
undefiled Faith, who has been circumciſed, and lift- 
ed up his Right-hand to Heaven, has pronounced 
the Seven myſterious Words, which cannot be re- 
pealed ; does it follow, I ſay, that ſuch an one 
ſhall be regarded by God or his Prophet, any other- 
wiſe than as an Heretick or an Infidel, if he live 
not up exactly to the Graces that have been given 
him? No, aſſure thyſelf, if thou art in the 
Number of theſe, thou art an Apofate ; thy Vir- 
tues are Vices, aud all thy good Works are an 
Abomination. | 

Remember the Piety and magnanimous Zeal 
of Aſan Hali thy Grandfather ; who, when he 
was taken Priſoner by the Cofſacks, was enter- 
tain'd with extreme Rigour and Severity, Ne- 
vertheleſs, a certain Few in the City who knew 
him, brought him every Day, by Permiſſion of 
the Keeper, as much Water as would ſuffice to 
waſh him, and to quench his Thirſt, But one 
Day, as he went with his accuſtom'd Load, and 
was entring the Gate of the Priſon, the Keeper, 
either out of Maliee or Wantonneſs, ſpilt moſt 
of the Water on the Ground, forbidding the 
2 at the ſame Time, to bring any more that 

y. 


The honeſt Hebrew went in with the Remain- 


der of the Water, and deliver'd it to the Priſoner; 
who preſently prepared to waſh himſelf, af- 
ter the accuſtom d Manner of the W 
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The Fews ſeeing that, told him, There was not 
Water enough to quench his Thirſt. And there: 
with related to him what the Keeper had done. I 
fee there is but a little (reply'd the virtuous old 
Man) but he that drinks, or eats, before he has 
waſh'd himſelf, is guilty of defiling his Soul, and is 
not worthy to be number d among the true Believers, 
Therefore it is better for me to die for Thirſl, than 
violate the Law brought down from Heaven, and 
tranſereſs the Traditions of my Fathers. Having 
ſaid this, he wad himſelf, being reſign'd to 
Providence. 

Couſin, deceive not thy. ſelf with vain Opinions, 
nor ſuffer Hypocrites to ſeduce thee. Imitate the 
Adder, and ſtop thy Ears againſt the crafty Infi. 
nuations of Hereticks, It is reported of this little 
Serpent, that by natural Inſtinct, being ſenſible 
when a Magician is about to utter Words, which 
being heard will enſnare it, lays one Ear cloſe to 
the Ground, and with its Tail ſtops the other, to 
the End the Enchantment may have no Effect 

Admit not any Man to thy Converſation, who 
ſhall attempt to warp thee from the Simplicity of 
the Faith and Obedience which thou oweſt to the 
Apoſtle of God. Without Water, there is no Pu- 
rity on this ſide the Grave. That Element has a 
Force in it, of which thou art not aware. *Tis 
the third in the Rank of living Principles. *Tis 
the Tabernacle of the Winds; the Serag/io of the 
generative Spirit ;- the Stage of Wonders. In 
fine, it is the Purifier of every Thing that has 
Breath. 

Thou knoweſt, That to -_ the . 1 
the Prophet and his Army, Underſtanding a ec 
was —— to a — 4 aich be 
promiſed to follow him to the Place of his Re- 
poſe, made a Channel through the Deſart, and 
kept Pace with the Troops of the Faithful, W 
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they came to Medina JTalnabi; that ſo the ſubmiſ 
eve to the Mill of Heaven, might not want that 
Flement, without which Lite it ſelf would be a 
Burden and a Curſe. 

And yet thou ſpeakeſt contemptibly of Vater, 
as a very indifferent Thing, whether we uſe it or 
not, any other ways than to quench our "Thirſt. 

Thus, making no Difference between the many 
Advantages we reap from that Element, and that 
common Uſe to which the Beaſts put it. In how 
many Places of the Alcoran does the Holy Prophet 
record the Mercy of God, in giving us Water 
that is freſh and not ſalt? How does he celebrate 
his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, for directing the 
Clouds to barren and dry Places? Thou canit not 
be ignorant, That it is one of the Encomiums of 
Paradi/e, That there are Gardens. wherein flow 
many Rivers: And after all this, wilt thou deſpiſe 
ſo holy and bleſſed a Gift, without which, Earth 
and Heaven, Men and Angels, could not be com - 
pleatly happy ? | 

Go learn then of the Idian Idolaters, who 
have never heard of the Book of Glory : Go learn 
of theſe Barbarians, to prize their ſan#if5'd Crea- 
tures. They travel many hundred of Leagues ta 
bathe themſelves in the Waters of Ganges With 
thoſe incorruptible, and all-purging Streams, the 
Brachmans fill certain Veſſels, and tranſport the 
invaluable Liquor, to the utmoſt Parts of that 
wide Empire. They travel on Foot, ſometimes 
Two thouſand Miles together, each Man with 
his Load of that precious Water, to ſupply the 
Wants of thoſe. who live ſo remote from the 
River, So that a Bottle of it is many Times 
fold to the Princes and Nobles, for two hundred 
Sequins, or eight hundred Rowpies: And yet 
for all this, thoſe very Princes would not die 
with a fafe Conſcience, had they not at leaſt 

| Once 
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once in their Lives make a Pilgrimage to this re- 
nown'd River, and bath'd themſelves in the Faves 
Which blot out Sint. 

O Couſin, let the Example of theſe Infde/s make 
thee bluſh at thy Impiety, and excite thee to a 
diligent and indiſpenſible Practice of Cleanneſi: 
So ſhalt thou have a ſound Mind, in a healthy 
Body: And the Angel of thy Nativity will net 
| ſhun thy Perſon. Adieu. 


Paris, 7th of the 1.2th Moon, 
of the Year 1647. 


ES 


LETTER IX. 
To the Kaimacham. 


HE Defeat of the Venetian, and Morlacks in 
Boſna, has reach'd theſe Parts. That 

News is not unwelcome to Mabmut. But I could 
with our General had uſed his Victory with more 
Moderation. The Chrifians term him Barbarian, 
Savage, Devil incarnate, and load him with Exe- 
crations : For, having taken Priſoner the Captain 
of the Morlack;, he cauſed him to be flay'd alive, 
and afterwards to be impaled. This Captain was 
an Ecclefraftick, they call him Scephano Sorich ; 
and in Honour of his Zeal and Fidelity, they 
entitle him, The good Prief, They applaud his 
Magnanimity and Courage in Battle; and no 
leſs do they extol his Conſtancy, during the 
Torments of fo cruel and ignominious a Death. 
But I tremble to think of the Blaſphemics 
and Curſes they utter againſt our ho Pro- 
— and all the Maſſulman, For the cruel 
xecution has ſcandaliz'd the Nazarenes, and 
imbitter'd them, even to Fury, Their Reveng! 
25 
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is implacable: They would go to Hell themſelves 
provided the true Faithful might be damn'd for 
Company. 

What will our Divine Laaugiver ſay? Or 
what Apology will our General make, when the 
Sent of God ſhall charge him with driving fo 
many Thouſands Souls into an irreconcileable 

Hatred of the wndefiled Faith? For they look 
not on this as the Action of a private Man, but 
of one who repreſents the Perſon of our auguft 
Sovereign, the great Protector of the Law brought 
down from Heaven. They ſuppoſe him to be 
honour'd with the particular Inſtructions of his 
Maſter : And therefore they ſay, The Su/tar has 
authorizd this unheard-of Cruetty ; and, That 
our Religion countenances Tyranny, and the 
_ nefandous Method of ſhedding innocent 

Bl 

I am no Advocate for I»fidels; yet ſuffer me 
to vindicate Nature, which is the common Parent 
of us all. Suffer me to be ſollicitous for the 
Honour of our holy Profe/ion, which is blemiſh'd 
by this inhumane Murder. What Offence had 
this unhappy Captain given, that deſerv'd fo dire a 
Puniſhment? Was it, Becauſe he fought valiant- 
ly, and perform'd Wonders in Defence of his 
Country? This is nothing but what becomes 
every honeſt Man to do And, had our General 
been traly brave, he would have entertain'd his 
Priſoner with a Reſpect due to his Merit. | 

Who was a more inveterate Enemy of the 
Muſſulmans than the renown'd J/chenderbeg, Prince 
of Albania? Who more valiant or ſucceſsſul, 
again the Ottoman Armies? It is recorded of 
him, That he never ſhun'd a Battel, never fled 
from his Enemies, never ſhrunk from Perils, nor 
was ever wounded but once, in all his Life. And 
yet he ſuſtained a continual War, from two 
| ; | ſucceſſive 
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ſucceſſive O/man Emperors ; deſeated ſeven Yizier; 
with their Forces; took all their Ammunition 
and Baggage, and, in ſeveral Combats, ſlew 
with his own Hands above Two "Thouſand Maſo- 
bometans. © 

Our Fathers did not baſely revenge themſelves 
for all this, but cheriſh'd a Veneration for this 
heroick Enemy, and honoured the very DI of 
ſuch an extraordinary Perſon, For, after his 
Death, having conquer'd Albania, they ſought 
out his Tomb, where they perform'd their Dexo- 
tions, as at the Sepulchre of a Prophet. They 
open'd the Dormitory of the defun& Varriour, and, 
with religious Solemnity, took up his Bones, ſhar- 
ing the honour'd Relicks among them; and wrap- 
ping them in Silk, wore them continually at their 
Breaſts, eſteeming them as ſacred Amulets againſt 
Misfortunes. 

Surely our General would bluſh at an Exam- 
Ple of ſo great Virtue But perhaps he was in- 
cenſed, becauſe his Captive was a Prieſt: Mil- 
taken Zea] might prompt him to this horrid 
Butchery. Thou, who art Fuftice it ſelf, wilt 
not approve this bloody Paſſion, when thou con- 
fidereſt, That the Pries of Feſus are Men as 
well as others; and if they live in Error, the 
Fault is in their Education. However, many of 
them are humble, chaſte, ſober, and Lovers of 
Virtue, If there be others, whoſe corrupt 
Lives have contradifted this Character, let the 
Crime and the Puniſhment reſt on their Heads. 
It is not reaſonable that the Innocent ſhould 
ſuffer for the Faults of the Guilty. The Captain 
of the Melacks had the Reputation of a de- 
vout and juſt Man, and a ftout Champion for 
his Country : Had he been taken for a Spy, or an 
Saſin, the Law of Arms would have adjudg'd 
kim to Death, Yet ſuch was the Clemency of 

Porſenna,. 
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Porſennga, King of the Hetrurians; That when 
Mutius Scawola, a valiant Roman, came into his 


Camp, with deſign to murder him, but by Miſtake 


f:abb'd one of the Captains, thinking it had been 


Porſema ; and to revenge that Miſcarriage on 


himſelf, thruſt his Hand into the Fire, till the 
Fleſh was conſum'd to the Bones. The King 
altoniſh'd at his undaunted Spirit, ſent him away 
in Peace, raiſed the Siege of Rome, and enter'd 
into a ſtrict Friendſhip with that Nation: Such 
Honour he bore to the Fortitude of his Enemy, 
and deſign'd Murtherer. But the Captain of the 
Mcrlacks was not taken under theſe Circumſtances ; 
He loſt his Liberty in the Heat of Battel, bravely 
combating at the Head of his Army. - 

' Woaldeſt thou know the Grounds then of our 
Gereral's Cruelty ? It was purely, for the ſake of 
a Je. There went a Report, that when this 
Prieft was born, his Body was all over raw, ſo that 
the Phyficians were forced, by Art, to ſupply him 
with a Skin. Our cruel General, to ſport him- 
ſelf in the poor Man's Miſery, commanded him 
to be flay'd alive ; uttering at the ſame Time this 
inhuman Sarca/m; There was no Reaſon that he 


ſhould carry a Skin out of the World, who brought 


none in, This is attelted by two Gentlemen who 
were made Priſoners with their Captain, heard 
theſe Words, ſaw him executed, and afterwards 
made their Eſcape. 

The Nazarenes vow to revenge this unparal- 
lePd Cruelty on all the Mu/u/mans that fall into 
their Hands, if this Butcher (as they term him) 
be ſuffer d to go unpuniſſid. I tell thee, ſuch 
birbarous Actions draw down the Yengeance of 
Heaven on thoſe that commit them; and excite 
the very Peaſts of the Earth to make War, and 
ud the Nd of ſuch Monſters. | 
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Thou knoweſt what Uſe to make of this Intel- 
ligence: I will not pretend to inſtruct the /econd 
Minifter in the Ottoman Empire. 


Paris, 7th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1647. 


—— — 


LETTER X. 
To the Mufti. 


F there be any Truth in what the Aſtroligert 

tell us, That the Stars have Hifluence on the 
Government of the Earth, one would think that 
Spain lies under ſome malignant Aspect. 

The Fortune of that Kingdom has for a long 
time run retrograde. They have had nothing but 
Loſſes by Sea and Land. The Revolution in Por- 
tugal, the Rewolt of Catalonia and Rouſihon, the 
Loſs of ' Ormus in Perfia, and the Deſection of 
Goa, with other rich Towns of Traffick in the 
Indies, came one upon the Back of another, 

Since which there have been many Towns and 
Caſtles taken from the Spaniards in Flanders, The 
French made an Inſurrefion in Palermo, breaking 
open the Priſons, and releaſing the Priſoners: 
And grew to ſuch a Head, That the Viceroy, fear- 
ing they would revenge the Tragedy of the Sicili- 
an Vifpers, to paciiy the Multitude, was forced 
to repeal the Edids tor Taxes, and diſannul them 
for ever; and to paſs an AZ of general Indemnity, 
both to the Rabble, and to the Priſoners, whom 
they had freed. ; 

This tumultuous Spirit paſs'd from thence to 
ahe Kingdom of Naples: and there like an Inſecti- 
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of City and Country : Two hundred thouſand 
Men took up Arms, to vindicate the Privileges of 
the Neapolitans, under the Conduct of a poor 
young Fiſberman. I have already tranſmitted" ta 
the /ublime Port, a Relation of this formidable 
Sedition 3 wherein it may be thought, I have diſ- 
cover'd too much Tenderneſs to the [nfidels, and 
ſeem'd to favour the Violences of a Faction. But 
I hope thou wilt acquit me, when thou confider- 
e!!, That theſe Governments of the Nazarenes are 
not to be comparad to the ſacred O/man Empire, 
which is eſtabliih'd by a Divine Right; it having 
been determin'd by the Angel, That he who 
ſhout poſſeſs the glorious Dormitory of the Seas 
of Gee, ſhould be entituled, The Sovereign of all 
the Kings on Earth. "Therefore it would be a 
Crime of the higheſt Nature, to raiſe a Tumult 
or Sedition, within the Territories of our augu/t 
Emperor, whoſe Dominion is confirm'd to him 
for ever by a Patent from Heaven. But the Caſe 
of the Nazarene Princes is different; who bein 
proſeſſed Enemies to the Meſenger of God, have 
no other Right to any thing, but what their 
Sword, purchaſe, And thereicre, when they 
prey upon others, and by Rapine and Spoil aug- 
ment their Riches, it is no wonder if the great 
Avenger of Crimes, ſtirs up ſome und:unted 
Spirits, to free their Country from Slavery and 
vine. 

Thoſe who are curious, have remark'd many 
obſervable Circumſlances in this Revolution at Næ- 
pls : As that it was foretold by an Aſirologer, 
a conſiderable time before it happen'd, who 
pointed out the very Year wherein it ſhould 
come to paſs. The Extraordinary Eruptions alſo 
ot Mount Veſuvius ſome Years ago, were eſteem'd 
as Preſages of ſome appreaching Troubles in the 
State: For it rain'd Aſhes on the City of Naples. 
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I ſpoke of this Mountain in one of my former 
Letters. 

Tis reported alſo, That about the ſame Hour 
wherein Maſſianello, the Ringleader of the Seditions, 
was murder'd, there was ſeen a Mar hovering in 
the Air, over the principal Temple of Naples, with 
a Sword in his Hand, which he was putting up in 
his Scabbard: And that a Voice was at the fame 
Time heard from on High, to utter theſe Words, 
His Labour is finiſh'd, give him Reft. 

This is certain, That whilſt he was at the Head 
of an hundred thouſand Men, ſeven A/afjirs were 
hired by ſome of the Princes to ſhoot him; yet 
none of the Bullets could penetrate his Body, tho' 
unarm'd, and only cover'd with his fiſhing Rags: 
And it was evident, that theſe Bullets ſmote him 
in divers Places, his Garments being mark'd with 
them, and he ſtagger'd with the Force of the 
Blows, 

Theſe are extraordinary Occurrences, and would 
tempt one to believe, That this young Fiſherman 
was the Inſtrument of Providence, and that Heaven 
protected both Him and his Cauſe. 

Tis true indeed, it ſeem'd at laſt, as if he were 
abandon'd by that Divine Power, which had car- 
ried him through ſo important an Enterprize, 
in that he was ſlain by his own Soldiers, But 
then it muſt be remember'd, Taht this was nct 
done. till his Work wc? 4, and he went be- 
yond his Commiſſion. ant of Sleep, the Molti- 
tude of Aﬀai:s, and much Wine, had impaired 
his Reaſon, and rendered him frantick 3 ſo that 
his Actions were inſupportable, and his own Ad- 
mirer: grew weary of him. After his Death 
his Head was cut off, and carried up and down 
the Streets on a Lance, and his Body was dragg'd 
through the Kennel. Yet the very next Day, 
the Multitude, to ſhew their own Fickleneſs, 
ag took 
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took the dead Body out of a Ditch, where they 
had laid it all Night : 'They waſhed and embalm- 
ed it, and having join'd the Head to it, carried 
it with great Pomp and Solemnity to the princi- 
pal Temple of Naples, attended with Drums and 
Trumpets, and above a thouſand Prizfs, with 
Torches in their Hands, a Crown of Gold 
wat put on his Head, and a Scepter in his 
Hand. | 
Thus the Neapolitans honour'd that beardleſs 

out, who in Ten Days time had cauſed ſuch 
a Revolution, as is ſcarce to be parallel'd ; For he 
was an abſolute Monarch, in effect, during that 
Time. And of him it may be ſaid, as it was 
once of an Emperor, That during his whole Reign. 
there was neither Spring, nor Autumn, nor Min- 
ter: For his Reyality begun and ended in the ſe- 
yenth. Moon. 

By Letters from Nathan Ben Saddi, at Vienna, 1 
perceive he is moleſted with Scruples about his 
Religion, being deſirous to build upon the ſuref 
Foundation. I ſent him the beſt Advice I could, 
without making my ſelf a Hypocrite ; which, 
thou knoweſt, is more offenſive to God, than 
an open Sinner, I drew up an Abſfira of the 
Muſſulman Records, and preſented him with the 
faithful Genealogy, from I/mae/, the Son of the 
Patriarch Ibrahim, down to our Holy Prophet. 
This I did to rectify an old inherent Error of the 
Jews, who boaſt, That only the Sons of I/aac 
were true Believers. I endeavour'd not to pro- 
ſelyte him, by Sophiſtry and Artifice ; but refer- 
red him, for better Satisfaction, to the Writings 
of the Ancients. I promiſed to furniſh him with 
Books of our Law, and the Comments of our holy 
Doctors. This is impoſſible for me to perform, 
whilſt I ara in this Place; unleſs thou, who art 
2 Guide of thoſe who __ the Truth, vouchſaſeſt 
| to 
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to ſecond my Zeal. I addrefs to thee, /overeie 
Prelate of the Faithful, in Behalf of a Deſendent 
from the younger Brother of Iſmael; in Behalf of 


one circumciſed, but not in the Right Way. Fa- 


vour him with thy Divine Inſiructions, and ſupply 
him with Treati/es of Light and Reaſon. A ſca- 


ſonable Application may bring this Hebrew into 


the Number of the Maſſulmans, for he is already 
diſguſted at the Synagogue, 

But if I have preſumed too far, in endeavour- 
ing to ſnatch a Sou from the Paws. of Taget, cor- 
rect me in thy Wiſdom, for 1 am but as an 2. 


fant before thee. 


Paris, 15th of the i ſt Moon, 
of the Year 1648. 


> oo +». 


The Beginning of this , | 
Letter is wanting in the 
/ ͤ Uw ©.» 


rigina] Peper Seim tr.. 
1 * . „ All Mens Hearts are 


filled with Joy, for this proſperous News, whillt 
I mourn for the Diſhonour of our Arms. No- 
thing but ſad Tidings grate my Ears from thoſ? 
Parts, and more melancholy Preſages poſſeſs my 
Soul. Methinks I ſee thick Clouds gathering 
cer the Bnperial City. My Sleep is diſturb'd with 
fearful Viſions; I ſtart in my Bed; and walking 
lay my Hand en my Sword, as if ſome Danger 
were at hand: I dream of Tumults and Ditor- 
ders, Neighing of Harſes, and Claſhing of Arms 
in the Streets of Conſtantinople, I pray God aver 
the Omen. N 
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It is reported here, That Ali, the Sangia- Rey 
of Lippa, is taken Priſoner; and that his Son was 
tormented to Death before his Face, in a manner 
peculiar to the Invention of the moſt barbarous 
Tyrants: For they cauſed ſharp 'Thorns to be 
thruſt between his Nails and his Fleſh, which 
creates an intolerable Anguiſh : They laid him 
o a Bed of Iron Spikes, and poured melted 
end, Drop by Drop, on all Parts of bis Fleſh, 
en they made a ſmall Fire, and roaſted him 
{!owly to Death. If he chanced to groan, or 
du te the leaſt Complaint, in the midſt of thoſe 
2rievous Tortures, they bid him remember the 
god Prieſt Sorech, who ſet him an Example of 
\onſtancy and Courage, in that he never ſhed a 
J ear, or ſo much as figh'd, when he was flay'd 
al:we. 

Thou ſeeſt that Revenge is ſweet, even to thoſe 
who having receiv'd no Injury in their own Per- 
ſons, yet are touched to the Quick, with the Vio- 
lence that is done to another. 'This will appear 
in the Humour of the Jta/tans, who proſecute 
their Enemies with irreconcileable Hatred and 
Malice, whole Families being often' engaged in ex- 
ecuting the Reſentments of two fingle - Perſons, 
who firſt began the Quarrel: But much more 
forceable is this Pafſion in thoſe, who have been 
notoriouſly hurt themſelves, And the Revenge of 
a certain Captain was extravagant; who being in- 
form'd that his General had debauch'd his Wife, 
crook an Opportunity to ſingle him out from 
all other Company, pretending to walk in the 
Fields. When. he had him there alone, he clapp'd 
a Piſtol to his Breaſt, threatning to kill him 
forthwith, if he moved Hand or Foot. Then he 
upbraided him with what he had done, in ſuch 
Language, as convinced the General, his Life 
was in extreme Danger. Wherefore he humbled 
M 2 himſelf, 
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himſelf, and confeſſed his Crime ; begging of the 
Captain to ſpare his Lite, and he would prefer 
him forthwith to the beſt Office in the Army, 
next his own. But the turious Talian would not 
ſell his Honour ſo cheap. He forced him to deny 
God, and utter many Blaſphemies, in hopes of fa. 
ving his Life: And when he had thus done, the 
Captain ſaid, Now my Revenge is complete, ſince J 
ſhall ſend thee Body and Soul to the Devil. With 
that he piſtol'd him. 

But, leaving theſe Infide/s to their diabolical 
Paſſions, I am concern'd at the Captivity of thy 
Brother; if it be true which is related here, That 
he was taken in his Return from Canca to Conſtan- 
tinople. It will coſt the Baſſa of Algiers a thou- 


ſand Crowns to ranſom him. 


Adieu, Renarba. And, if thou art defirous tg 
raiſe thy ſelf, take that Method which I have 
now propoſed to thee. God be propitious to thy 
Endeavours, | 


Paris, 4th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1648. 


LETTER XI. 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


HOU wilt ſay, The Neapolitans are 2 
] reſtleſs People, when thou ſhalt know, thot 


there have been no lefs than Forty general Iſur- 
erection, in this Kingdom, ſince its firſt Separation 
from the Grecian Empire, whereof it was fonmer- 


ly Member; and that, in the Space of two 


Vears, they have had five Kings, all af different 
Nations. 8 
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One would have thought, that after the 
Death of Maſſianello, the Ring-leader of the late 
Inno vation, the popular Heats, would have ſlack- 
en'd, and the People return'd to their Duty 3 
but the paſſionate Deſire of Liberty cauſed them 
to continue in Arms, till the Confirmation of 
their Privileges ſhould come from the King. of 
Spain. 

E In the mean time, Don Fohn of Auſtria; who 
hy before the City with a Fleet of Fifty Gallons, 
play'd upon them inceſſantly with his Cannon by 
Sea, and the Caſtles batter'd them by Land. 

Cardinal Mazarini, who has the earlieſt Intelli · 
gence of foreign Tranſactions, has had a'princi- 
pal Hand. in fomenting this Flame. For as ſoon 


as the News of Ma/fane/lo's Death arrived here, he 


diſpatch'd away Couriers to Rome, with Inſtru- 
tions to the French Embaſſador at that Court, re- 
quiring him to uſe all poſſible Means to cheriſh 


the Tumults in Naples, and not negle& fo fair an 


Opportunity of reducing that Kingdom under the 


Protection of France. 


It will not appear ftrange, That this great 
Genius ſhould aim at the Conqueſt of Naples, 
when we conſider, That this K:ngdom abounds 
in all manner of Riches, to which its fortunate 
Situation contributes not a little ; for it lies 
in the moſt temperate Part of the World : 
And the Inhabitants are not /econd to any Peo- 
ple of Europe, in material Courage and Bravery, 
This is a Bait which tempts the Cardinal ; who 
is not ignorant how valiantly the Anceſtors of 
the preſent Neapol/itans behaved themſelves in the 
Wars of Ceſar and Pompey, and thoſe between 


the Romans and Carthaginians. Nor are they leſs 


celebrated for the ſtout Reſiſtance they made 
againſt the Huus, Goth, and Vandals, So that 


this Kingdom, were it once brought under the- 
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French Dominions, would prove a Nur/ery, from 
whence this Monarch might draw many thou- 
ſands of excellent Soldiers, to ſerve him in his 
V. ars. 

Beſides, it, would be more commodious for 
him to make Incurſions from hence into the 
Pope's Territories, if there ſhould ariſe any Dit- 
ference between the two Courts: as there often 
do, about the Rights of the Gallican Church, the 
Franchiſes of the Enbaſſadors of this Crown in 
n=" and other Privileges,, to which they pre- 
ten | 
- Therefore the French Embaſſador, according to 
the Inſtructions of Mazarin, ſent Commiſſioners to 
treat privately with the People of Naples, offering 
them Two Millions of Crowns, Twenty Gal- 
leons, with Eight and ſiſty Gallies, and other 
Veſlels. They accepted the Propoſal, being 
weary of the Span; Government, and deſirous 
of Novelty, encourag'd alſo by what thoſe Com- 
mi{/ioners repreſented to them concerning the 
Succeſs of the Engliſb, who by ſtanding on their 
Guard, and uſing that Power which God and 
Nature had given them, for. the Defence of 
their Lives and Liberties, were now, in a man- 
ner, become a free People, having - aboliſh'd the 
Monarchy, and ſet up a Commonwealth : And this, 
they told them, Was alſo done by Cardinal Maza- 
rini's Counſels and Aſſiſtance. Now all the Cry 
in Naples, was, Let France and the People of Eng- 
land flouriſh; and let the faithful Neapolitans 
ert their own Liberty. So blind were theſe 
People, as not to conſider, That in putting 
themſelves under the Protection of the French, 
they did but exchange. one Bondage for ano- 
ther, it being impoſſible for any foreign Prince 
to keep this Kingdom, and pay all'his Officers, 
Civil and Military, together with, thoſe _ 
| 8 f eir 
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their Commands, with much leſs Charge than 
the Revenues amount to. And the French are as 
good at inventing new Taxes, as any Court in 
Europe. 

However, the Neapolitans were enchanted with 
the Thoughts of ſo much Gold, and other Aſſi- 
ſtance offer'd by the French Commiſſioners ; and 
{weeten'd with their fair Words, and glorious 
Promiſes, So that they immediately ſent Depu- 
ties, to entreat the Duke of Gui/e, who was then 
at Rome, to come and protect them, in taking on 
him the chief Command of their Arms. | 

This Prince thinking it a generous Action, to 
relieve the Oppreſſed; and, that at the ſame time 
he ſhould do a conſiderable Service to the King 
of France, in rendering him Maſter of this noble 
and opulent Kingdom, went to Naples: Where, 
at firſt, he was received with infinite Applauſe, 
was made their General, took an Oath of Fide- 
lity to the People, did many notable Services, 
but was in the End betray'd, and ſent Priſoner 
to Spain. 

If the Generoſity and brave Reſolution of this 
Prince, has requird Commendation from ſome, in 
attempting to reſcue theſe People from the 'I'y- 
ranny of their Governors, yet his Conduct is 
call'd in Queſtion by others, who ſay, He diſco- 
ver'd but little Prudence in truſting himſelf to 
the Nea politans, who had already ſacriſiced two 
of their Generals. (For, after the Death of Maſſi- 
anello, they choſe another Captain, whom they 
called the Prince of Maſſa : This Prince falling 
under their Suſpicion, was beheaded by the in- 
conſtant People.) | 


Tis certain, That there is little Confidence to 
be put in the Multitude, whoſe Paſſions ebb and 


flow, and are more tempeſtuous than the Sea, 
Yet a brave and generous Mind will ſhun no 
M 4 Dangers 
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Dangers to ſerve his Prince and his Country; for 
whom it is a glorious Martyrdom to die. There 
is no great Undertaking without Hazards; and 
he that is afraid to venture his Liberty and Liſe 
in a good Cauſe, is not worthy to bear Arms. 
Had the Duke of Guiſe ſucceeded, his Conqueſt of 
Naples had made him Yiceroy of one of the largeſt 
Kingdoms in Europe. It is ſaid to be Five Hun- 
| dred Leagues in Circuit, containing Twelve am- 

} ple Provinces ; Twenty Archbiſhopricks ; Biſhop- 
m ricks, one hundred twenty ſeven ; thirty Caſtles; 
al Barons, one thouſand four hundred; Earls, fifty 
| three; fourty Marqueſſes; thirty four Dukes, and 
twenty Princes. The Inhabitants of this King- 

dom are ſaid to be above 'T'wo Millions. The or- 

dinary Revenues of the King amount to Three 
Millions of Crowns yearly, beſides the voluntary 
Donatives which have been given by the Subjects 
of this State to their Kings, within the Space of 
forty Years, amounting to twenty eight Millions, 
and fix hundred thouſand Duckets. This King- 
| dom is water'd by a hundred and fifty Rivers, be- 
. ſides ten Lakes ſtored with all manner of Fiſh; 
[ among which is one called Averno, over which if 
i 
; 
| 


any Birds fly, they immediately drop down dead, 
The ancient Pagans had ſtrange Opinions of this 
Take, it being the Place where they "% 4 to ſacri- 
fice Men to the infernal Gods. And, hard by, is 
the Cave of one of the Sibyls. 

There are thirty high Mountains in this Coun- 


** 


. try, of which Adonai relates many ſtrange and 

7 delightful Paſſages, (for 'tis from him I received | 
0 this Account of the K/zgdem.) I will not trou- | 
iy ble thee with a Repetition of all that this * tells b 
If me, only one Thing is worthy of Remark. I 


He 
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He fays, That the Bodies of the three young 
Hebrews, who where put into the burning Oven 
by the - Babylonian Monarch, becauſe they would 
1 adore his /do/s, are preſerv'd in a Moſque on 
one of theſe Mountains. And that on the ſaid 
Hill, no Eggs, Fleſh, or Milk, will endure an 
Hour without Putrefaction, but preſently breed 
an infinite Number of Worms. He ſpeaks in the 
Praiſe of theſe Mountains, which are cloath'd 
with Vineyards, Gardens, and Woods, on, the Top 
and Sides; and in their Bottoms, have very rich 
Mines of Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron, Cryſtal, 
Alabaſter, Adamant. In fine, Adonrai, who has 
travell'd over all:this Kingdom, calls it, The fer- 
tileſt Region of all ah, which is eſteem'd the 
Paradiſe of Europe, 

Doſt thou not taink now, wenerable Guide of 
the Elec, that the Duke of Guiſe had reaſon to 
prefer the Honour of ——_— ſo renown'd a: 
Kingdom, to the Safety of his Perſon ? Or wilt 
thou not rather conclude, That the Reduction of 
this happy State would be an Expedition worthy 
of the Ottoman Arms ? It is certain, that the 
Riches and Plenty of this Region have tempted 
more Nations to invade it than-any other King- 
dom on Earth: It having been the Prize, at which 


no leſs than Five and twenty ſeveral Nations have 


aim'd, 7712 aden 

' Cardinal Maxarini is much troubled: at the 
Duke of Guiſe's Captivity, and has offer'd great 
Sums of Money for his Ranſom 3. but the King of 
Spain rejefts all Propo 


Keepets; or by ſome ſecret Stratagem. 


I am\ not much cencern'd for the Engeln but 


it would be no ſmall Joy to hear, That ſome Care. 
were. . taken, .. for. the Redemption of Mabomet 
M 5 Celebre, 


ſals of that Nature. So that 
'tis thought, the Cardinal will: contrive ſome 
Way for. the Duke's Eſcape, either by bribing his 


250 Lzrrtens Mrit by Vol. III. 


Celebre, who, thou knoweſt, has not deſerv'd 
ill of the ſublime Port. Adieu, holy Patriarch, 
and forget not Mahmut in thy Addreſſes 10 Hea- 


VER, 


Paris, 2715 of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1647. 


__ 


LETTER XIII. 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Super- 


intendent of the College of Scien- 
ces a Fez. .; 


H'OU to whom the Ifues of. Paradiſe are 
revealed, and the Road of the Angels when 


1 they come down and go up through the Seven 
Heawens ! Thou that can'ſt marſhal the Hef ef the 


Stars, and underſtandeſt the Diſcipline of the Ar- 
mies living and ſtrong, the Orders of the Poten- 
tates encamp'd in the Fields of Light, the dome- 
ſlick Guards. of the Throne, bleſſed for ever; tell 
me the Age. of the World, and declare the Begin- 
ning of Time: Reſolve me, Whether this mighty 
Fabrick: be bat! of: Yeſterday, that is, of Five or 


ſix thouſand Years ſtanding, as the Zeaws and Chri- . 


ſtiam fay ; or, Whether the Years of its Duration 
be not paſt a Calcule. 

The Vi sens of thy Progeniter, the Liewtthant to 
the Seat of God, ate extant in the Arabick Tongue. 
In them it is written, My Soul on a: ſuduen became 
as though is had Wings; a Spirit enter d me, and 
a ali Wind lifted me n Tap Top of Mount Uriel, 
nubere I beheld Things. I looked behind 
me, and ſaw the Ages that were x, pp and lo, they 


abere nn Number, or Beginning. 1 beheld the. 


four 
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for a thouſand thouſand Generations. 
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fur Sealons of the Nar, ever returning at their 
accuſiom'd Time, and the Sun for ſoo not his Courſe, 
I counted a 
Million of Ages, and yet there appeared not an 
Hour, <vherein Darkneſs had poſſeſid the Abyis 
of Matter, or wherein the endleſs Firmament was 
not illuminated by the Moon and Stars. Whilft I 
conſider d theſe Things, a Liquor wwas given me 10 
drink by an unknown Hand, it was of the Colour 
of Amber; when I had taſted it, I felt a mar- 
wvellous Force in my Body, and my Eyes were more 
piercing than an Eagle's. Another Wind, more 
poxverful than the former, blew out of a Cloud, 


aud carried me up to an exceeding high Place, 


far ahove the talleſt Mountains: There I trod in 


the foft Air, as in a Pavement of Marble. I 
was raviſh'd at theſe Things; and the Exallation 
of my State made me forget my Mortality. I be- 
beld the Earth at a vaſt Diſtance under my Feet, 
as one that did not belong to it; it look'd like a 
Hining Globe, not much unlike the Moon, but 
far bigger, All the living Generations which had 
Succeſfiuvely inhabited the Earth from its Nativity, 
paſs'd by me; and they appeared in various Forms. 
Firfl came @ Race of Centaurs, then of Satyrs, 
next of Angels, and laſt of Men. While I mar- 
velled at theſe Things, @ Voice reachd my Ears, 
as from behind me, ſaying, Theſe are the four Ages 
of the World, and the four Species of Beings: 70 
whom I gave the Poſſeſſion of the Earth; but far 
the Impiety of the three former, I have exter- 
minated them. And when Men Hall have com- 
pleated the Meaſure of their Sins, I will cauſg the 
Trumpet to ſound, and all things ſhall retire into 
the Cave of Silence and Darknefs. Having heard 
this, I found myſelf in a Moment on the Farth, 
which I had before ſcen afar off ; then I knew 
that 1 had been in a Trance, &c, 
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do not rehearſe this Viſion to teach thee any 
new 'I hing, venerable Prefident of the Southern 
Sages, (for, I know, the Archives of thy collie 
ate repleniſh'd with all manner of excellent 
Treaties, a nd that thou art no Stranger to the 
Writings of the Prophets) but to crave thy Inter. 
pretation of ſo great a Myſtery, and to reaſon with 
thee about the World's Duration. My Satisfaction 
would be ſmall, in contemplating the various 
Beauties of the Univerſe, the Qualities of the 
Elements, the Natures of living Things, the 
Virtues of Plants and Minerals, with the Force 
of the Heavenly Bodies, were I aſſured that 
theſe 'T hings were not always ſo. That Thought 
would damp my greateſt Enjoyments, if I were 
convinc'd, 'That fo many Splendors, Riches and 
Pleaſures, as this YVifble Frame affords, were not 
diſcloſed for Millions of Ages, but lay hid in the 
Boſom of Eternity. Methinks it is too low an 
Opinion of the Omnipotent Goodneſs, and leoks 
as if the Authors of it ſuſpected God of Envy: 
Who when he might have made infinite Myriad; 
of Creatures happy, in theſe viſible Emanations 
of his Divinity, without either Beginning or End- 
ing of Time ;. yet, according to their Do&rine, 
contented himſelf, to let only a determinate 
Number taſte of his Munificence, for a few Cen 
turie of Years. This is not ſuitable to the Chara- 
Qer of that infinite Being, the eternal Source of all 
Perfection: 
hat then is meant by thoſe Four Ages, and 
the Four Species of Beings, which were ſhew'd to 
the exalted of God in that holy Viſion ; Tell me, 
great Light of Africk, Is it repugnant to Reaſon 
or Faith, to believe, That the Earth has been 
inbabited from Eternity; ſince our holy Doctor: 
teach us, that it was peopled long before the 
Creation of Adam? No Muſſulman, That has eve 


gone 
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gone the ſaered Pilgrimage, but has viſited Mount 
draffe, where Adam firſt ſaw Ewe his Wife, Where 
he has been inſtructed in the Hiſſory of that i .f 
Father of Mankind; and how that before his 
Time the Earth was inhabited by Angels, who 
being commanded to adore Adam, refuſed it, 
and were turn'd to Devils, being expell'd from 
the Earth. Thou knoweſt moreover, That it is 
in the ſacred Traditions, That God gave to Adam 
a Wife, whoſe Name was Aliletb; but that ſhe, 
being of the Race of theſe Devils, reſuſed to 
obey Adam: Whence it came to paſs, that they 
lived in continual Quarrels and Enmity, for the 
Space of Five Hundred Years ; till at length A- 
leth flew up into the Air, and abandon'd her 
Hu band. Of which, when Mam complain'd to 
Cod, he ſent Three mighty Angels in Purſuit of 
her, commanding them to tell her, That if ſhe 
would return to her Husband, it ſhould go well 
with her 3 but if ſhe would not, a hundred of her 
Children ſhould die every Day. The Angeli ſol- 
low'd her, and over-took her en the Ned. Sea; 
where they threaten'd to drown her, unleſs fhe 
would return to her Husband. But ſhe made 
Excuſes, and told them, She vas created to defiroy 
young Children. Then the Angels laid Hands on 
her; when ſhe, to pacify them, ſwore by the 
Bottom of Hell, That whenfoever the Names of 
them Three ſhould be written on any Schedule, 
that ſhe ſhould have no Power.to hurt the Infants ; 
they diſmiſs'd her. After this, God compaſſiona»- 
ting Adam's Solitude, gave him another Wife, 

call'd Eve. | 
This Tradition confirms the Viſſon of the Pro- 
phet; and we need net doubt, that the Earth 
was inhabited before Adam's Time: And if that 
be granted, Why might it not be peopled' for 
Millions of Ages, as well as for the SRO 
erm 
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Term that Ignorance or Error may aſſign to its 
Duration ? 

I have diſcourſed with ſeveral of the Fewwih 
Rabbi's, and Chriſtian Doctors, on this Subject, 
Men of abſtruſe Learning and ſublime J houghts; 
yet I can find but a few, who are emancipated 
from the Prejudices of a ſuperſtitious Education, 
They have been, from their Infancy, prepoſſeſs d 
with a falſe Notion of the Vor, of God; be- 
lieving them to be Finite, both in extent of 
Space and Time, They circumſcribe this wi/ible 
World, within I know not what flaming Circle; 
and believe the frf Matter itſelf, to be but Five 
Days older than Adam, taking each of thoſe 
Days for the Space of Four and twenty Hours, 
wherein the Sun finiſhes his diurnal Circuit 
through the Heavens. 'They conſider not that, 
according to their own Bible, there was Light and 
Darkne/;, and conſequently Day and Night, before 
the Sur was created. But how long thoſe Days 
and Nights were, is not determin'd by Meyes : Vet 
in another Part of their Bible, it is ſaid, That a 
Day with God is a Thouſand Years : and a Thouſand 
Years is a Day. So that, according to this Inter- 
pretation,. Adam was not created till above Five 
thouſand Years aſter the Beginning of the World: 
Yet when I bring this politive Place of their own 
Scripture againſt the Nazarene Sages, they ſhuffle 
it off with empty Evaſions ; and rather, than be- 
lieve the indefinite Antiquity of the World, they 
contradict their own Senſe and Reaſon, invalidate 
the Teſtimony of a Prophet, deny their Faith, 
and appear unmask'd Infidels, | 

Both they and the Fewvs have corrupted the 
'Truth with many Errors ; , and we muſt ſeek 
farther, for the original Science of Nature. 'The 
Mhuminated of Ged have always taught, That 
the Earth was inhabited long * before the Ap- 

Pearance 
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pearance of Adam. And all the Eaſtern Sages 
believe a Series of Generations to have dwelt on 
this Globe, for indeterminate Ages 
I have a Brother lately come from the Indies: 
He relates ſtrange Things of certain Books, which 
are only in the Hands of the Brachmans. They 
are written in a Language, which none underſtand 
but theſe Priz/ts 3 yet a Language as copious as 
any other, and taught in their Colleges by Rule. 
'T heſe Books contain a Hiſtory of the World, which, 
they ſay, is above Thirty Millions of Years old. 
They divide the Term of its Duration into four 
Ages; three of which, they ſay, are already paſt, 
and a good Part of the Fourth. New 1 would 
ſain know, Who wrote theſe Books ; and at what 
Time, and where this Language was ſpoken ? 
They call it the Holy Language; ſaying, That it 
was the fi ſyoken.on Earth. It is ſtrange, That 
no Hiflory ſhould mention ſo Diwine a Speech. 
We have the. Chronology of the Latin and Greek ; 
and can give an Account when and where they 
were ſpoken, though they are now grown obſo- 
lete, and no otherwiſe to be learn'd, but in the 
Schools and Academies. This argues the Antiquity 
of the Bramins Language, and Books, in regard 
they fall not within any other Record, fave their 
own, which ſays, They are as old as the World. 
For if this Aſſertion were falſe, the Impoſture 
would have been diſcover'd as ſoon as broach'd, 
and the learned Sages of the Eaſ would quickly 
have diſprov'd ſo manifeſt a Lye. There ſeems 
to me ſomething extraordinary in this Pretenſion 
of theſe Indian Philoſophers, and I would glad- 
ly be convinced of the Truth. Methinks it 1s 
an illuſtrious Idea of the Divine Perfections, when 
one conceives all this vaſt and endleſs Concatena- 
tion of Beings, to flow from the Eternal Nature, 
as Rays from the Sun: And that they can no 
more 
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more be ſeparated from it, than thoſe Beams can 
from that vi/ible' Fountain of Light. It will not 
be difficult then to interpret the Hifory of Moſer, 
by this Regiſter of the Bramins, and reconcile the 
fix Days of the one, with the four Ages of the o- 
ther ; ſince a Day, in the Divine Senſe, may a. 
mount to Millions of Years, as well as to a Thoy- 
ſand. And it will be more congruous and agre- 
able to believe, That after the Birth of the f/ 
Matter, there elaps'd many Apes, before it was 
wrought into ſuch an infinite Variety of Appea- 
rances, as we now behold ; and that the fue 
Days which Moſes computes, before the Production 
of Adam, might be ſome Millions of Years : In 
which time, the divine Architect gradually drew 
from the 4by/s of Matter, the Sun, Moon, Stars, 
Plants and Animals, which may ſerve alfo to illu- 
ſtrate the Viſon of the holy Anceflor, with which 1 
begun this Diſcourſe. | 

Adieu, ſublime Intelligence of the Torrid Zone, 
and favour Mahmut with a Tranſcript of thy 
Thoughts concerning theſe Things. But if thy 
Silence ſhall condemn my Preſumptions and Im- 
portunity, I will wait for thy Anſwer, till the P/a- 
tonick Year, when acording to the Doctrine of 
that Philoſopher, we ſhall all be alive again. 


Paris, 19th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1048. | 
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LETTER XIV. 


| To the Mufti. 


| 
hl 
N a former Diſpatch to thy Sanity, J have ac- 4 
1 quainted thee with the Ii ſurrection in Palermo; | | 
mentioning the Fear of the Yiceroy, leſt the French | 
in that and ſhould then take their Opportunity 
to revenge the proverbial Cruelty of the Sicilian 
V-:ſpers. If thou art unacquainted wi.h that Ta- * 
gedy, 1 will inform thee in brief. 1 
About three hundred and threeſcore Vears ago, 
there reign'd in Sicily one of the Royal Blood of 
France, they call him Charles of Arjou. He had 
French Garriſons in all the Cities of that King- 1 
dom: But theſe Soldiers committed ſo many Inſo- 
lencies as render'd 'em odious and inſupportable to | 
the Natives, who therefore rc ſolv'd to exterminate | | 
them. x | | | 
The French are very licentious in their Con- | 
queſts; neither ſparing Men in their Anger, nor \| 
omen in their Luſt. They make no Difference | 
between the Noble and the Vulgar, but ſacrifice all 1 
the Regards of Honour and Civility, to their im- 4 
petuous Appetites. 1 
They were guilty of innumerable Rapes and os 
Violences in Sicily among the meaner People, | 
and ſometimes extended their Rudeneſs to Per- 
ſons of the beſt Quality. It was common for 
them to affront both Virgins and Matrons as th 171 
went along the Streets, by thruſting their Han 1 
under their Garments, under Pretence of ſearching by 
for hidden Arms. Among the reſt, the Wife of 
a certain Lord in Palermo, going to pay her De- 
votions at the Temple, was ſeiz'd by the Com- 1 
mand of the Captain of the Guards, and * 1 
e wh 
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naked before all the Soldiers, in order to diſco- 
ver certain treaſonable Papers, which they ſuf- 
pected ſhe carried about her; but finding none, 
ſhe upbraided the Captain with Inhumanity, in 
offering ſo groſs an Affront to a Lady of her Rank. 
He ſeeming to be ſorry for the Indignity ſhe had 
receiv'd, begg'd her Pardon, and retiring with 
his Soldiers out of the Room where ſhe was, 
left her to put on her Apparel. In the mean 
while, he was enflamed with a furious Paſſion 
for this Lady, (ſhe being very beautiful ;} and 
having ſent the Soldiers away, he return'd to the 
Room where ſhe was. He addreſsd her with 
much Courtſhip ; but finding that ineffectual, he 
forced her. 

When this was made known to her Husband, 
he burn'd with Defire of Revenge: and ſtirring 
up all the Sicilian Nobles and People, it was pri- 
vately agreed between them, I hat on a certain 
Feſtival, when the Bells ſhould toll to Zven- Song, 
all the Hicilians ſhould take Arms, and maſlacre 
the French throughout the Hand. This Plot was 
carried fo ſecretly, That before the French could 
ger the leaſt Intimation of it, they are well mur- 

r'd on the Day appointed. 

I forgot to acquaint thee in my laſt, with a 
Villany which was diſcover'd in the late Tumults 
of Naples. As they were marching up and down 
the Streets, burning the Cuſtom Houſes, and the 
Habitations of thoſe who had been concerned in 
gathering the Taxes, they enter'd the Houſe of a 
certain Netary or publick Scribe of that City, who 
had been repreſented to them, as a Promoter of 
thoſe unreaſonable Impo/itions : They ſeized on the 
Man, and began to carry his Goods out into the 
Street, in order to be burnt : But as they were 
rummaging in an Apartment which was towards 


the Gardens, they heard a great Shrieking, 7 
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of Women aftrighted ; and perceiving the Voice 
to proceed from within a Wall in the Room 
where they were, they ſearch'd about for a Door 
to enter into that Place, but finding none, they 
broke through the Wall ; where they found two 
Women, with their Hair hanging down to their 
Ankles, and their-Nails grown like the Talons of 
an Eagle. Enquiring of them. how long they had 
been there, and on what Occaſion, the eldeſt of 
the Women made this Anſwei : The 1 this 
Houſe is my own Brother, auho, awhen my Father 
died, was entruſted by him to pay me Six hundred 
Duckets, which he bequeathed me as a Legacy for 
my Maintenance, my Husband being dead: But my 
Brother, inflead of doing me this Fuſtice, immured 
both me and. my Daughter, aubom you ſee here, be- 


tween theſe Walls, where wwe have lived theſe Sevens 


teen Years, being allow'd by this cruel Man, no other 
Ford but Bread and Water. | | 

The People, incenſed above Meaſure, at fo bar- 
barous a Cruelty, hang'd up the Notary, and gave 
all his Eſtate to this Widow and her Daughter. 
An exemplary Piece of Tuftice _perform'd by Mu- 
tineers, which could not have been done by the 
Law, the Crime not reaching his Life ; tho' in 
the Senſe of all Men, he merited Death. This is 
another Argument, That Deſtiny had a Hand in this 
Inſurrefion ; and that Maſſianello the Fiſherman, 
was the Executioner of God. 

I obey thee, ſovereign Prelate, with an uncon- 
ditional Dewotion, and revere the Idea of thy San- 
Hity: Vouchſafe to pray for Mahmut, That whilſt 
he condemns the barbarous Cruelties of the Naza- 
renes, he may not render himſelf inexcuſable, by 
doing any Injuſtice himſelf, 


Paris, 120 of * 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1047. 
L E T- 
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L L175: Vo 
To the Kaimacham. 


HE Arabian Proverb ſays, There is more 
Danger to be fear'd from one of the Corei; 
than from a thouſand Bobecks. Thou knoweſt, 
both theſe were noble Families in Mecca, and 
ſworn Enemies of the Meſſenger of God: But the 
latter, as their Name imports, were too open in 
their Counci's, to do any conſiderable Execution 
againſt the Holy one: Whereas the former were 
always reſerved, and laying of ſecret Trains. 
Such is Cardinal Mazarini, the hidden Enemy 
of the Ortoman Empire. There ſeems to be an 
Ambition in this great Genius, equal to that of 
his Predeceſſor Richlieu; who would be eſteem'd 
the moſt eminent among Men, Nothing will {- 
tisfy this Miniſter, leſs than a Subverſion of all 
the Monarchies on Earth, which appear Obſtacles 
of that Grandeur, to which he deſigns to raiſe bis 
Maſter. Vet he attempts not this by open Force, 
knowing that it is impraQticable : but acts in the 
Dark, ſtriving. to undermine thoſe Hates by In 
trigue, Which he cannot ſubdue by Arms. He 
has his Agents in all the Courts of Chriſtendom ; 
and thou needeſt not ſtartle, if I tell thee there 
is Ground to ſuſpect, he is not without his Crea- 
tures at the ſublime Port. All Europe is ſenſible, 
That the late Revolutions in Portugal and Catalonia, 
the Inſurrections in Sicily and Naples, and the Re- 
bellion of the Englißb, Scots, and Iriſh, are in part 
owing to the Policies of this Miniſter : And I can 
tell thee more on that Subject han is known to 
every one, | | ” 
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Oſmin the Dwarf, who ſtill retains his good In- 
clinations to the ſublime Port, finds an unſuſpect- 
ed Acceſs to all the Grandees, to whom the ſmall- 
neſs of his Bulk and Stature, affords no ſmall Di- 
vertiſement. Befides, they delight to poſe him 
with Problems, in regard there is always ſome- 
thing ſo lucky, beſides the Wit, in his Anſwers, as 
either creates Admiration or Laughter. But their 
Mirth would quickly be changed into other Paſ- 
ſions, were they ſenſible that their little Byfoon 
is no other than a Spy upon them. For O/min 
having ſo many Opportunities, luxks in Corners, 
like a Spider, undiſcover'd, and wunthought of: 
He creeps into their Bed Chambers and Cabinets, 
where he becomes privy to their greateſt Secrets. 
If they ſhould catch him .in any of his Conceal- 


ments, behind the Hangings, er under a Bed, it 


Ja, * N * 1 Fa . 
„ 4 9 8 we. 1 # EAXEE. 48, * 
b 3 g r * * 


_— - G5; . 4 6 IS A WTF: 
ESR „ „ to gfe rae he þ <A —— 


would only paſs for a Frolick to give them Diver- 
ſion: And he never wants for a Repartee or a 
Je, to bring himſelf off, 80 

I have taught him a Cypher, which he makes 
uſe of, to tranſcribe any Letters, or other Pa- 
pers of Moment; with Characters for peedy Wri- 
ting, which comprehend whole Sentences in a 
Daſh or two of the Pen, , | 

Tis but lately we have pitch'd on this Method; 
and the firſt Attempt O/min made, was in Carai- 
nal Mazarini's Cloſet ; into which he ſlipt, under 
the Skirt of a Nobleman's Cloak, who juſt then 
went in to ſpeak with the Cardinal. This aQtive 
Dwarf, taking Advantage of the Nobleman's Ap- 
proach to the Table, dextrouſly crept under the 
Carpet which cover'd it, reaching down to the 
Floor, where he lay unſeen till the Cardinal was 
gone, and the Cloſet lockt up 

During the time of their Conference, which was 
not very long, O/miz heard the Cardinal ipeak . 
theſe Words to the Lord; One of the Slaves of Ho 
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Baſla, (ſaid he) 7s an Italian, wwhom T formerly er- 
tertuin d in my Service, and one in whom I confi: : 
He was taken by the Turks at &; and as foon as 
he was fold to this Grandee, he acquainted me, in a 
Letter, with his Condition, imploring my Aſiſlance 
towards his Ranſom. I promis'd'to redeem him, on 
the Conditions I have told you ; and fince that, he 
has not fail'd to perform them; his Maſter having 
accepted the Piſtols, and enter'd in the Aﬀeciation : 
So that I bope, in a little Time, to ſee that proud ty- 
rannical Race exterminated, the Tartars excluded 
from Succeſfion, and the Empire divided by the 
Sword of Strangers. Ragotski 7s the only Obſla- 
cle; that Prince is wavering, and we can't tru 

him. The Baſla of Aleppo, with theſe of Sidon, 
Damaſcus, and Babylon, are ready to cover the 
Fields of Aﬀia avith their Armies. F things were 
as ſecure on the Side of Europe, the Blow. ou 
ſoon be given. 

There paſs'd ſome other Diſcourſe between 
them, which O/in could not diſtinguiſh in re- 
gard they removed to the Window, and ſpoke 
low. But this was enough to rouze his Curioſity, 
and put him on a farther Inquiſition. 

As ſoon as the Room was void by their Ab- 
fence, he came forth from his Retirement, and 
fell to examining the Papers which lay on the 
Table, hoping to diſcover more of this Plot; but 
he was diſappointed, and only met with a few 
Letters from his Agents in England: Wherein a. 
mong other Matters, they gave the Cardinal an 
Account, That they had hunted the Lion into th: 
Toils, pa/t all Hopes of an Eſcape. By which, | 
ſuppole, they meant the Exgliꝶh King, whom the 
Rebels. have confin'd to a certain Caftle in their 
Poſſeſſion. O/min tranſcribed ſome of theſe Let- 
ters, and brought them to me. A Copy of one 


of them, I here ſend thee encloſed ; TWas writ- 
| ten 
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ten from the Council of the 1-1 Rebels. - By which 
thou may'ſt ſee what a Share the Cardinal has in 
abetting theſe Taylors. Elſe how could they de- 
mand of hun The Performance of the Queen Re- 
gent Promiſe to ait them with Money and Men ? 
There is one alſo dated this preſent Year, and 
ſubſcribed by Monſteur Bellicure, the French Am- 
baſſador in England: But O/min had not Time to 
tranſcribe that, being prevented by the Cardinal”s 
Return, which made the .Dwarf ſnatch up his 
Tools, and abſcond under the Table. Vet he re- 
member'd ſome of the Contents of that Letter, 
and told them me at his next Viſit : The Amba/ſ- 
Jadvr, in that Letter, informs the Cardinal of a 
certain German Prophet, who foretold, That there 


* ſhould be a great Revolution in the Government of 


England, and that one of the mightieſt of all the 
Eaſtern Princes, /hould be depoſed this Year, and 
murder d by his Subjects. (I pray Heaven, avert 
the* Omen from the Serag/io!) He acquaints this 
Miniſter alſo, That he had ſucceeded in his Nego- 
tiation with the Officers of the Rebe/s Army. 
There were other obſcure Paſſages in the Letter, 
which O/min has forgot. But theſe are ſufficient 
to demonſtrate, how buſy the Cardinal is, and 
what a Hand he has in foreign Affairs. 

Another Opportunity, I hope, will bring to 
Light more of this Miniſter's Secrets. Adieu. 


Paris, 4th of the 6th Moon, 
J the Year 1648. 
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LETTER XVI. 
To Pcftcli-Hali, his Brother. 


HE ofiner I peruſe the Journal of thy 
Travels, the more I am delighted with it. 
For it is evident, That the Countries through 
which thou haſt paſsd, have been as ſo many 
Schools of Wiſdom to thee ; wherein thou haſt 
learn'd, even from Men's Vices, the Way to Per 
fection; much more from their YFertues. Thou haſt 
found, That though Mens natural Diſpoſitions dif. 
ſer, as do the Cl/imates, which afford them Breath; 
yet they all agree in common Frailties. There are 
alſo Vices peculiar to certain Countries: *twere to 
be wifhed they could be match'd with as many na- 
tional Virtues, But Human Nature is a rank Soil, 
more fertile in Weeds, than avholeſome Product. 
Yet there are Gardens, as well as Deſarts : And 
thou haſt obſerved ſome Perſons, illuſtrious for 
their Goodneſs, and the noble Endowments of 
their Minds, 

I am extreamly pleaſed with that rare Example 
of Generoſity, which thou relateſt of an I1:an 
Merchant; who, not content to give Alms to all 
that ask'd him, or whom he knew to be poor, 
ſought daily Occaſions to exerciſe his Charity, 
hunted out the Indigent and Unfortunate : And 
where-ever he difcover'd the Lineaments of Po- 
verty in a Man's Face, or traced Footſteps of it 
in his Behaviour, he could net reſt till he had 
relieved his Wants, and made him happy to his 
very Wiſhes, I tell thee, Poverty is a Hell upon 
Earth; and he that has this Curſe, anticipates 
the Torments of the Damn'd. It eclipſes the 
brighteit Virtues, and is the very * of 
| rave 
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brave Deſigns, depriving a Man of the Means 
to accompliſh, what Nature has fitted him for, 
and flifling the nobleſt Thoughts in their Embryo, 
How many illuſtrious Souls may be ſaid to have 
been dead among, the Living, or buried alive in 
the Obſcurity of their. Condition, whoſe Perfe- 
ctions have rendred them the Darlings of Provi- 
dence, and Companions of Angels ; yet the in upe- 
rable Penury of all Things, has rank'd them a- 
mongſt the Caſt-aways of the Earth, in the Eyes 
of Men? To ſuch as theſe, our Divine Law-giver 
commands us to extend our Charity, giving us 
certain Characters and Marks, by which we may 
diſtinguiſh them from the Crowd of the Unfor- 
tungte. And, I like the Indian's Bounty the bet- 
ter, in that he ſo exactly ſeems to comply with 
this Precept of the Alcoran, generouſly prevent- 
ing the Requeſts of the Indigent, and by an Ex- 

of Benignity, courting them to accept of 
Kellel. In this he alſo verifies the Arabian Pro- 
verb, which ſays, He gives double, who gives un- 
ad. 

Thou commendeſt the Induſtry of the Chineſe, 
the Advances they have made in Arts and Scien- 
ces, which, thou concludeſt, is to be attributed 
to the Force of their Laws, which oblige the 
Son to follow his Father's Trade, throughout 
all Generations In this I muſt diſſent; for, it 
ſeems rather a Curb, than a Spur to Ingenuity, 
to be confin'd to Employments, for which a 
Man may have an Averſion. The Son not ſeldom 
abhorring thoſe Things, wherein his Parents 
took Delight. Or, if not ſo, yet he may be 
caſt in a finer Mold, have a more ſubtle Inven- 
tion 3 and conſequently, be capable of making 
=—_ Improvements, in any Trade of his own 

hoice : Since, Delight ſets an Edge on the 
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to Buſineſs. Beſides, I do not think this to be 
fo much thy own Remark, as the Inſinuation of 
ſame vf that Country, who are the moſt con- 
ceited People in the World: ever extolling their 
own Policy, Laws: and Governments; and impo- 
ſing them as a Pattern to all other Nations, 

One thing I nt they boaſt of with a great 
deal of Truth, that is, their Antiquity and un- 
mix'd Race. Though fince the Congueft the 
Tartars have made of that Country, they are 
like to undergo the Fate of other Nations, and 
corrupt their Genea/ogtes with the Blood of Stran- 
ers. | 
. Thou cameſt away before that Congueſt was 
begun, or, perhaps, before twas talk'd of. And 
] can give thee but a very imperfect Account ef 
it. All the Intelligence we have from that Kirg- 
dom Of late, comes in Fragments: For the Ships 
which bring this ſhatter'd News, left China in 
an Uproar and Confuſion : Only they aſſure us, 
That the Tartars had piſſed the celebrated Wall, 
which divides them from China That they en- 
ter'd and ſubdued the Northern Provinces, with 
an Army of Six hundred thouſand Men. That 
very little Reſiſtance was made againſt them, not 
even in Pegain itlelf, the capital Seat of the 
Chineſe Empire, which the Uſurper Lycungz had 
abanden'd to the Conquerors, carying away with 
him all the ineſtimable Treaſures of the Palace, 
and retiring into one of the remote Provinces, 
was never heard of afterwards. Whence it was 
judged, that ſome of his own Party had murder'd 
him; partly for the ſake of his prodigious Wealth, 
-Which they ſhared among them ; and partly to 
revenge his Treaſen againſt the Emperor, and the 
innumerable Calamities he had brought upon his 
Country. 2 
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Before thoſe Merchants came away, the Cham 
of Tartary was proclaimed in Pequin, and crown'd 
Emperor of China. They ſay, He was not above 
Thirteen Years old at that Time which was 
in the 12th: Moon of the Year 1644. And that 
having ſent for the chief Nobility of Tartary to 
Pequin, he made Preparations to purſue his Con- 

veſts. 

This is the beſt Account we yet have o the 
Affairs of that Empire; by which thou wilt ea- 
fily be induced to be of my Opinion, That the 
Bld of the Chine/es, will in Time be mix'd with 
that of Strangers. 

We muſt not ſeek for the Originals of any 
People in the Country where they dwell. 'The 
moſt renowned Kingdoms and Empires in the 
World, had their firit Foundations laid by Vaga- 
bonds and Fugitives. Thou art not ignorant how 
vaſt an Extent the ancient Roman Empire had 
through Afia, Africa and Europe: yet that City, 
which was call'd the Miftrefs of Nations, the Co- 
werneſs of the whole Earth, was firſt built by a 
handful of Banditti, People who lived by Pillage 
and Robbery, the Out-Laws and Scum of ta- 
ly, aſſembled together from divers Parts, under 
the Conduct of Romulus and Rhemus. Neither 
had that City proved any better than a Sepul- 
chre to them and their Deſigns, had they not, 
by a witty Stratagem, over reach'd the Sabine 
Women, and ſo ſecured to themſelves a Poſte- 
rity, who ſhould not only defend, but enlarge 
the Dominions of their Fathers: Yet theſe Peo- 
ple, of ſo obſcure and contuſed an Original, af- 
terwards boaſted of the Antiquity and noble 
Deſcent of their Families No Name more 
venerable in ſucceening Ages, than that of a 
Roman, 

N 2 | To 
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To look no farther than the great and form. 
dable Empire of the O/mans, we ſhall find it took 
its firſt Riſe from Colonies of tranſplanted Scy/;. 
a ; ſo that he that would have the Genealogy 
of a Turk, muſt look in the Regiſters of Gre, 
W here they now live, but muſt carry his Search 
beyond the Mountain Cauca/us, examine the Bor. 
ders of Palus Mæotis, or hunt his Pedigree out in 
.Cherſoneſus. What Rewolutions have not happer'd 
in Afa and Africkh, ſince the Aſſumption of the 
Meſſenger of God into Paradiſe? Where ſhall ye 
now find any Remains of the ancient Saracen; 
or Mar malukes ? The mighty Empire of the Ott. 
2nans bas {ſwallow'd up all. Thus one Nation ex. 
pels another, and, there is ſo general a Mixture 
of Foreign Blood, made by the Converſion of in- 
numerable different Nations, to the Miaſſulmar 
Faith, that it is hard to know, whether our A. 
ceſtors were Scythians or Parthians, Feaus or Greci- 
ans; Whether they were of the Mountains or the 
Valleys, of the Foreſts or the Plains, 

In this I will except my Countrymen, the Aa. 
Bians, and thoſe who ſeem to approach neareſt 
them in manner of Life, the Tartars; . the one 
dwelling in "Tents, the other in Waggons; both 
in a moving Poſture ; both happy in this, That 
they are not confin'd to the Rigors of a cold Vis. 
ter, nor the ſcorching Heats of the Summer; but 
change their Soil and Climate, as the Seaſon of 
the Year varies : Thus, ever ſecuring to themſelve; 
in all Places, either a blooming flow'ry Spring, or 
a moderate and fruitful Autumn. Theſe were 
never ſubdued, nor expelled thoſe Regions where- 
in they take Delight, neither would they ever 
mix with ötrangers. But, the Chineſe would ex- 
cel all the World in the Purity of their pnaiix's 


Blood, were it not for the Iucurſions of their po- | 


tent and victorious Neighbours, 
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The French ſay, That theſe People had the Uſe 
of Guns and Printing, many Hundreds of Years 
before they were found out in Europe. But the 
Germans claim the Honour of theſe Inventions to 
themſelves. 

Thou confirmeX the Opinion of the former, in 
telling me, Thou haſt ſeen ſome of the Cannon 
belonging to the City of Peguin, on which was 
engraven, in Chineſe Characters, a Regiſter of their 
Age, which was above Two thouſand Years. 

I had a great deal more to ſay, dear Pefte/:, but 
the Poſt calls on me to haſten; beſides an ex- 
treme Dulneſs and Languiſhing of my Spirits, 
with which I have been perſecuted, ever ſince 
this Moon firſt ſhewed her Creſcent : Now ſhe is in 
the are, and fo, I hope, is my Malady. The In- 
fluence this Planet ſeems to have on me, may 
make thee conclude me a Lunatick : We are all 
ſo in one Degree or other. There are not more 
apparent Symptoms, That the Flux and Reflux of 
the S-a, owes its Original to the Neighbourhood 
and Motion of that Planet, than that our Con/ti- 
tutions vary according to its Monthly Zppearan- 
Ces. 
He that created the Moon, and the Conſtellations, 
not without reſpe&t to Mankind, give us Wiſdom 
which ſhall entitle us to a Dominion over the Stars. 


Paris, 14th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Tear 1648. 
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LETTER XXII. 
To the Aga of the Janizaries. 


HE Duke of Chaſtillan arrived here fir 

Days ago, from the Army in Flanders, 
bringing News of a ſignal Victory obtain'd by 
the young Prince of Conde, on the Plains of Lens, 
This Battle was fought on the 2oth of the laſt 
Moon, the French having entirely routed the Spa- 
niardi, kill'd Three thouſand of them on the 
Spot, taken Six thouſand Priſoners, with all their 


Artillery and Baggage. And, to crown the Day, 


they have taken Lens alſo. | 

But though Fortune thus favours their Arms 
abroad, ſhe has mix'd Poiſon with their Coun- 
fels at home. All Things here ſeem to portend 
a Civil War: The Parliament thwart the Pro- 
ceedings of the Court, taking on them the Power 
of the ancient Spartan Ephori: as - will be 
Comptrollers of the Regal Authority, ſuppreſſing 
the King's Edifs, calling his Expences to ac- 
count ; and, pretending to reform the Court, they 
Play the Pedagegues with their Sovereign. On the 
other ſide, Cardinal Mazarini, the Duke of Or- 
Jeans, and other Grandees, do their utmoſt En- 
deavours te diſſolve the Meetings of this Senate. 
They perſuade the young King, That it is but 
a precarious Reign, where the Sovereign mult be 
curb'd by his Subjects: Thus they inſtil Into his 
tender Years, thoſe Maxims by which they would 
have him rule, when he comes of Age. 

There is a Man in the Parliament whom they 
call Monfieur Bruſſels, one of their great Counſel- 
lors, a bitter Enemy of Cardinal Mazarini, and 
therefore cry'd up by the People for a Patriot: He 

15 
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18 of a furious Temper, and mean Abilities; yet 

his noiſy Zeal for the publick Liberty, has falten'd 

to him the wulger : He is become the Ringleader 

' of the Seditions. 

This Man was ſeiz'd as he return'd from the 

chief Temple, where Te Deum was ſung Veſter- 

1 day, for the late Victory in Flanders: And ſome 
are of Opinion, That 'twas this happy News which 

: embolden'd the Court to ſnatch from the People 

„ their Darling, their Idol, the Man from whoſe 

t Courage they expect a Redreſs of all their Grie- 

vances. Indeed one may ſay, it would ſeem 

n | ſafer for a Traveller in the Deſarts of Arabia, 

do tear from a Lieneſi her young one: For, the 


= 
„ | Heads of the Fadion waited but for ſuch an Op- 
bportunity to ſet all in a Flame. And the ill Suc- 
, ceſ of the Court in this Action, ſhews, That it 
is dangerous to provoke the Multitude : For pre- 
| ſently we were all in Confuſion, the Burgeſſes in 


; Arms, the Shops ſhut up, the Streets chain'd, 
and all the Avenues of the Palace barricado'd, 
| > The Rabble marched up and down the Streets, 
| > threatning Deſtruction to Cardinal Mazarini, and 
all his Party. The Parliament were forced to be- 
come the Meſengers of the People, to carry their 
| Pelitions, or rather their Commands, to the Court; 
5 being threaten'd alſo, if they failed of Succeſs : 
For they proteſted unanimouſly, That they 
would nor lay down their Arms, till the impri- 
ſon' d Counſellor was releaſed. . 
The Queen appear'd at firſt inexorable, and 
ſent their Senators away with Denial and Scoffs, 
withing them Joy of their new Honour in be- 
ing made the Porters of the Rabble. And the 
young Monarch, incenſed to ſee his native Loyalty 
thus prophaned by his Subjects, bent his Brows; 
and caſting a Look, divided betwixt Majeſty 
and Diſdain, on the Senators, utter'd theſe 
| N 4 words ; 
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Words, Sir: Shall it always be a' Cuflom, thus 
to moleſt the Minority of your Kings? Or ao you 
think our tender Years incapable of © the common Senſes 
F other Mortals, that you preſume thus inſolently to 
invade our Rights? Aecuſe not the Multitude, nor 
make them an Umbrage to your Sedifion : I know 
the Authors of theſe Tumults, and ſhall find a Time 
to make them feel the Weight of my Dipleaſure : 

Think not JI wear this Sword only for Orna- 
men* [ ayivg his Hand fiercely on his Hilt } r, 
That the Blood of my Renowned Anceſtors, is grown 
degenerate, or turned to Lees within my Veins. Go 
tell your factious Comrades, there fits this Day upon 
the Throne of France a King, abe though bel 


, yet has a Spirit and Memory which will out- 


laßt his Pupillage. With that he commanded them 
out of his Sight. 

Yet no'withſtanding this, the People threatned 
to bring their Darling away by Force, if he were 

not releaſed in two Hours. 

"There were above a Hundred Thouſand of 
them in Arms, and it might- have proved a dan- 
gerou: Iaſurrection. But, the Queen, at the ſe- 
cond return to the Senators, hearkning to the 
Advice of Mazarini, and the Duke of Orleans, 
and remembring the late dreadful Effects of 
Maſffianell's Tumult in Naples, reteas'd the Pri- 
oner ; who was conducted home laſt Night 
in Triumph, by- an- - infinite Crowd of People, 
who filled the Air with Shouts and Acclama- 
tions. 38.5: 

It is diſcourſed here; * the Phone of Conde 
will ſpeedily return to Paris: From, whom both 
the Court and the Faction, promiſe themſelves new 
Grounds of Triumph. 

During theſe Comnisezous Mabniut fails not 
to act his Part, being at no mall Expence 
to maintain a certain Number of 3 
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whoſe whole Dependence is on me: Theſe I in- 
ſtrut to mix themſelves with the Rabl le, to in- 
ſinuate into them hateful Notions of Cardinal! Ma- 
zarini and the Court. They buz up and down 
the City, like Flies in this hot Seaſon, and ſting 
the Multitude to Fury with their Stories. I ſpare 
no Coſt to procure the CardinaPs Ruin: That 
pernicious Wit comes not ſhort of his Predeceſſor 
Richlieu, being as active in embroiling foreign 
States; Witneſs the Revolutions of Portugal, Ca- 
ztalonia, England and Naples; (in all which he 
had a principal Hand) and is ever projecting, 
How to aggrandize his Mafter. And the univer- 
ſal Succeſs of the French Arms in Germany, Flan- 
ders, Italy, and Spain, has left them nothing 
worth a Thought, but the Deſtruction of the O/- 
man Empire 

Eliachim brings me News every Hour, how my 
Myrmidons ſueceed; for he acts abroad in the 
Streets while I keep my Chamber, during the 
Tumults, being of Demoſthenes's Mind, who, 
when the Athenians were in an Uproar, took 
Sanctuary in the Temple of Pallas, and proſtrating 
himſelf before the Altar of the Goddeſs, utter'd 
theſe Words; O Pallas, 7 fly to thee for Protecti- 
en: defend me from Ignorance, Envy, and Incon- 
fancy; for 1 not the Society of the Owl, the 
Dragon, and the People. 

Yet, whether in my Chamber or Abroad, be 
aſſured, Illuſtrious Prefect of the Imperial City, 
That Mahmut divides his Time between the 
Vows he makes, and the Services he does for the 
Grand Signior. | 


Paris, 34 of the 9th Moon 
of the Haar 16/8 . 
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LETTER XVII. 
Ts Achmet Beig. 


HIS Court is now in Mourning for the 
Death of Uladi/iaus, late King of Poland; 
whilſt the Politicians are canvaſing the next E- 
lection. Thoſe, who fide with the Houſe of Au- 
feria favour the Succeſſion of Prince Charles; but 
the French are for Caſimir, their former Priſoner, 

The Duke of Bavaria is alſo dead, They ſay 
he died of Grief to ſee his Country expoſed to 
the Inſults of a wi&forious Enemy; for all his Forces 
were entirely defeated. | 

The Prince of Conde has taken pre in Flan- 
ders; and the Arch-Duke of Auſtria has render'd 
himſelf Maſter of Courtray, without drawing a 
Sword, or firing a Gun: Ihe Mareſchal de Rant- 
zau has made an unhappy Attempt to ſurprize 
Oſtend, a Sea-Town in Flanders. For, carrying 
his Forces by Water, as foon as he had landed his 
Men, a Tempeſt aroſe, and drove all his Ships 
out to Sea: So that, being encompaſſed by a nu- 
merous Army of his Enemies, and having no 
Way to eſcape, he and all his Troops were made 
Priſoners, 

From the Sea we have Advice, 'That there has 
been a Combat between the Duke of Nichlieu, 
Commander of the Nava Forces ſent to aſſiſt the 
Neapalitan Rewalters, and Don Jobn of Auſtria, Ad- 
miral of the Spaniſb Fleet on that Coaſt ; But the 
Iflue of the Battle is not yet known ; tho' moſt 
People gueſs the Victory to be on the French Side, 
in regard Cardinal Mazarini had, by the Advice 
ef an Indian Ship-Wright, cauſed all the French 
Ships to be plaiſter'd over with Allum, fo i no 
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Fire-Ships can hurt them, The Spaniards make 
reat Uſe of theſe Fire-Ships in all their Sea- 
ights, having learn'd to their Coſt from the 

Fngh/s, what Damage theſe Veſſels do, when 

they formerly loſt their whole Armada, which 

they before term'd Invincible, and with which 
they failed to conquer that and. 

From Catalonia the Poſts bring News, which 
pleaſes the Wives and Friends of the Soldiers in 
thoſe Parts: For the Mare/chal de Scomberg has 
cut in pieces the Spani/þ Army, taken Torto/a by 
Aſſault, where the Souldiers found a Booty of 
above Friteen hundred thouſand Livres, 

A Courier is come from Swedeland, who brings 
an Account of a late formidable Conſpiracy in 
Ruffia, againſt the Life of the Czar. The great- 
eſt Part of the Muſcovite Grandees were concern'd 
in this Plot, deſigning to change the Form of 
Government, and divide that mighty Empire into 
ſeyeral Frincipalitiet, whereof every one of the 
Conſpirators ſhould have z Share. And that. they 
Nhiould be all ſubject to one Chizf, who ſhould 
be elected by the reſt, after the Manner of 
Germany. To this Purpofe, they had made a 
private Treaty with the Tartars. Moroſoph, the 
prime Miniſter of State, and the Chancellor Na- 
zari, were of the Conſpiracy. Perhaps thou wilt 
lament the Fate of the latter, having received 
extraordinary Civilities from him, when thou 
wert at that Court. | 

Banaanopb, Son of the Patriarch of Moſco, 
reveal'd the Put, with the Names of the Cone 
ſdirators, to the grand Duke : Who ſent to them 
next Day to his Palace, under divers Pretences- 
where he commanded them all to be kill'd, and 
their Bodies to be thrown to the Dogs in the 
Streets of that City. 


N 6 The 


— — 
„ A — ᷣ / 3 


276 Lerrens MHrit ) Vol. III. 


The French report ſtrange Things of Sultan 
Hrabim: L. wiſh all go well at the /ub/ime Port, 
If thou haſt the ſame Defires, reveal them to 
none but thy Friend; for at ſome Times a Man's 
beſt Thoughts will be interpreted for Treaſon. 
Adieu. | | 


Paris, 15th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1648. 


1 


LETTER XIX. 
To the Mufti. 
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HY venerable Letters are come ſaſe to my 
Hands, bringing Light and Conſolation to 
the faithful Exile. Wick proſoundeſt Reverence 
I kiſs'd and and unfolded the Papers, which contain 
the facred Inſtructions of the Vicar of God. I bleſ- 
ſed myſelf, when I read the Charge of Royal En- 
ormities, the exorbiant Paſſions of a Muſſulman 
Emperor, and the Prophanation of the Throne 
founded on Jaſtice. Thou haſt prevented the | 
Qualms of a too ſcrupulous Loyalty, by aſſuring F 
me, 'That it is a fundamental Maxim of our Law, 
That all Men in the World, without reſpect of Birth 
or Quality, are obliged to appear before the Tuſtice 
of God: And, That be who obeys not the Law, 
7s Muſſulman: And, JF. the Emperor himſelf be 
in this Number, he ought to be depoſed forthwith. 

This has abundantly ſatisfied my Conſcience, 
coming from the Hands of him, from whoſe Sen- 
tence there can be no on Earth. I ſhall 
therefore readily obey thy Orders; and without 


Demur, put in Execution what thou haſt com- 
manded me, | 


Who 
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Who can blame the juſt Indignation of Sultan. 
Morat's Widow, who in defence of her Chaſtity, 
threatned to ſheath her Ponyard in the Breaſt of 
her Sovereign? But, incomparably more eminent. 
was thy Daughter's Virtue, who not being able 
to reſiſt the Force of the mighty Rawiher, after 
ſhe was polluted, would, like another Lucretia, 
have ſtabb d her ſelf, had ſhe not been prevent - 
ed by the Sultan. How has he fully'd the Glory 
of the O/man Race, by theſe efteminate Yices : 
What an Indigrity has he committed againſt our 
holy Law ? Againſt the principal Patriarch of the 
Els? Much more noble was the Continence 
of the African Scipio, who, when at the Conqueſt 
of Neau Carthage, a Virgin of admirable Beauty 
was choſen from among the Captives and pre- 
ſented to him, would by no Means defile her, 
but reftor'd her again without Blemiſh to her 
Parents, ſaying withal, to thoſe that ſtood near 
him, Were Ja private Man, I would gratify my 
Paſfion, by the Enjoyment of this lovely Maid; but, 
it becomes not the Leader of an Army, to give ſo bad 


an Example; nor a Conguerer,. to yield his Heart 


to the Charms of his Captive. 

But it ſeems, That Sultan Ibrahim was rather 
ambitious of the Character of Auguſtus the Roman 
Emperor, of whom it is ſaid, That he never ſpa. 


red any Woman in his Luſt : But if he caſt his Eye 


on a beautiful Lady, though her Husband were 
of the firſt Quality in the Empire, he would im- 
mediately .ſend his Officers to bring her to him 
by fair Means or by Force. 

The Philoſopher At henadaruf, who was very 


intimate with this Monarch, took a pretty Method 


to reform this Vice in his Maſter. For, when the 
Emperor one day had ſent a cloſe Sedan or Chair, 
for a certain Noble Woman of the Houſe of the 
Camilli ; the Philoſopher, fearing ſome Diſaſter 


might 
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might enſve, (for that Family was very - 
ig and RR reſpected in Rome,) he Ag ws 


| Fore to the Lady's Palace and acquainting her 


with it, ſhe complain'd to her Husband of the 
Indignity was offer'd her. He boiling with 
Anger, threaten'd to ſtab the Meſſengers of the 
Emperor, when they came. But the prudent Phi- 
laſopher appeas'd them both, and only defir'd a 


Suit of the Lady's Apparel, which was granted 


him He ſoon put it on, and hiding his Sword 
under his Robes, enter'd the S-dan, perſonating 
the Lady. The Meſſengers who knew no other, 
carried him away to the Enenor. He heighten'd 
with Deſire, made haſte to open the Sedan him- 
ſelf, when Athenodorus, ſuddenly drawing his 
Sword, leap'd forth upon him, ſaying, Thus 
mighteſt thou have been murder d: 'Wilt thou never 
quit the Vice, which is attended with ſo much Dan. 
ger? > Fealouſy and Rewenge might have ſubſlituted 
an Aſſaſſin thus diſeuifed in my room: But I took 
Care of thy Liſe. Henceforth take Warning. The 
Emperor, pleas'd with the Philo/opher*s Stratagem, 


gave him ten Talents of Gold, thanking him for 


this ſeaſonable Correction: And from that time 
began to reſtrain unlawful Pleaſures, applying 
himſelf to a virtuous Life. 

Thou ſeeſt, holy Prelate, that by peruſing the 
Hiſtories of the Antients, a Man may furniſh him- 


| ſelf with uſeful Examples, and proper Obſerva- 


tions. I always keep by me Plutarch's Works, 
and thoſe of Livy, a Roman Hiſtorian ; as alſo 


Tacitus, who has left the Annals of that formi- 
dable Empire to Poſterity. It were a deſirable 


thing, That the Muſulman Seribes were employ'd 
in tranſlating ſuch Record; as theſe, into the Ara- 
bick or Turkiſh Language: That ſo the true Faith- 
ful, who are defliin'd by God to conquer the 
Verla, may not be ignorant of the memorable 

Tranſactions 
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Tranſactions of former Ages. Some of our Sul. 
tans have been curious, to have PJutarch's Wri- 
tings render'd in the familiar Speech of the Orto- 
mans, There are other Memoirs, not leſs worth 
the Labonr: If it ſhall enter into thy Heart, to 
encourage ſo profitable a Work, the whole Empire 
of the refign'd to God, will be indebted to thee. 
But, who am 1, that preſume to direct the great 
Father of the Faithful? Thou art enlighten'd 
with all Knowledge and Wiſdom ! Peradventure 
thou . haſt Reaſons to divert thee from ſuch an 
Enterprize, which I cannot comprehend. There- 
fore I cover my Mouth with Duſt, and acqui- 


3 

As to the late Revolution, I am not to diſpute 
the Villoſ my Superiors. However, I receive the 
News of that Tragedy with leſs Diſcontent, in re- 
gard, thou thy ſelf, who art the Oracle of the 
Muſſulmans, baſt thought fit to depoſe Sultan J. 
brahim ; uſing herein the Advice and Conſent of 
his own Mother, and of Mahmut Baſſa, with that 
of the Fanizar Aga, who, next co thy ſelf, are 
two the moſt knowing Sages in the Empire. 

What remains, but that I ſhall pray for the long 
Life of Sultan Mahmut ? Deſiring alſo, That Hea- 
ven may ſo direct his Cognſels, that he may ne- 


ver do any thing to merit the Fate of his unhappy 
Father . 


Paris, 13) of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1648. 
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LETTER XX. 
To Chirurgi Muhammel Baſſa. 


A: length the Deputies of the Nazarene Prin- 
he 


ces at Mumſter have concluded a Peace: 
y have been theſe fix Years debating about 
Trifles and Punctilio's, as is the Manner of the 
Chriftians, even in the moſt important Affairs. 
This Trea:y was figned the 24th of the laſt Moon, 
when all farther Hoſtilities ceaſed on all Sides, 
except cn the Parts of France and Spain, whole 
Quarrel could by no means be adjuſted, in this ge- 
neral Agreement of Chriſtendom. 

Thou haſt by this time heard of the late Tu- 
mults and Emotions in this City; the Diſaffection 
between the . Court and Parliament, with the 
ſhort Siege of Paris Now things ſeem to be com- 
Pos'd, and in a Calm: But it may only prove a 
Truce, While both Parties take Breath, to ruſh up- 
on each other with the greater Violence. The 
City is unmeaſurably rich and populous, and can 
arm an Hundred thouſand Men at an Hour's Warn- 
ing. The Parliament abets their Quarrel : This 
encourages them to vie with the Court: The 
Merchants live like petty Kings: Abundance of 
Gold fills them with Pride and Ambition. Whilſt 
the Court, in the mean time, are cloſe and re- 
ſerv'd, projecting how to deſtroy the Faction, and 
aſſert the regal Authority, The Queen Regent is 
reſolute and ſevere, yet ſuffers herielf to be mol- 
lify'd with the milder Counſels of Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, and the Duke of Orleans. 

In the Beginning of this Reign, I gave an Ac- 
count to the Mznifters of the Port, of the Duke of 

Beaufort's 
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Beaufort's Imprifonment in the Caſtle of the Wood 
of Vinciennes, which is one of the King's Palaces : 
This Prince is now eſcap'd from his Confinement, 
and come into the City: The Facbiaus cry him up 
for a Patriot, and are reſolved to protect him with 
their Lives and Fortunes. 

Tf thou yet retaineſt thy Health and Vigour, 
thou art happy. As for me, I feel continual De- 
cays; yet am not troubled, perceiving at the 
ſame time that ] approach nearer to Immortality. 
Wherefore I neither ſeek Keftoratives, nor con- 
ſult Phy/ictans 3 but ſuffering mylelf to diſſolve 
gradually, I die with Pleaſure, pluming and pre. 
paring my ſelf daily, as one ready to take Wing 


for a more happy Region. | 


Paris, 24th of the 12th Mons, 
of the Tear 1648. 2 87 


— 


Ar 
Te Dgnet Oglou. 


11 — 


AM not ſurpriz'd at the News of Sultan Pra- 
hin's.being depoſed and ſtrangled. Tis bu- 
what J have for a long time fear'd : Theſe reſtleſs 
Jantxurier will ruin the Ottoman Empire. Neither 
am I ſtartled to hear that his Mother was acceſſary 
to his Fall, having a double Motive, Ambition and 
Revenge, to induce her Conſent. She always af- 
ſected to rule; and ther ore, could not brook the 
Sultans reſolute Management of Affairs, without 
following her Advice. Beſides, ſhe could not eaſily 
ſorget her Diſgrace and Confinement on the ac- 
count of the Armenian Lady's Death. n ; 
F Y 
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But I am aſtoniſh'd and vex'd to hear, that 
the Mufti ſhould be concern'd in fo black a 
| Tragedy, How ſhall we have the Confidence 
| 


hereafter, to reproach the Chrifians with their 
frequent Trea/ons and Murdering of their Kings ; 
ſince it will be eaſy for them to retort, That the 
1 ſupreme Patriarch of our Law has enter'd into 
| the Secret of Rebels, conſpired the Death of his 
| Sovereign, and cauſed him to be diyofed and 
firangled ? 
| As for the Aga of the Fanizaries, I ſuppoſe 
him rather over-aw'd into the Conſpiracy, by the 
| forciblèe Reaſons and elegant Parole of the Mufti, 
N than any ways voluntarily engaging himſelf in 
Crimes, to which he ſeems to have no Inclina- 
tion. Beſides, he could not refuſe to make one 
in the Party, after it had once been propoſed to 
| him; unleſs he were reſolv'd to be the firſt Yi4im 
of their Jealouſy, and be murder'd himſelf, to 
prevent the Diſcovery of the reſt. Yet his Du- 
ty and Honour ought to have ſuperſeded all other 
Conſiderations .: And he ſhould have choſen to 
die in his Allegiance, rather than to live ſtain'd 
with ſo foul a Crime. 
However it be, I cannot approve their Trea- 
For whatever the Vices of the Sultan were, 
they had no Right to puniſh him. He was ac- 
countable to none but God : And they invaded 
the Prerogative of Heaven, in dethroning him, 
# whom the divine Providence had inveſted with the 
| Imperial Diadem. 
| Much leſs can I approve their Impiety, in de- 
| faming him now he 15 dead. Neither can I in 
| Conſcience comply with the Injunctions of the 
| Mufti, who has commanded me, .in a Letter, to 
; ſpread an ill Character of Sultan Ibrahim, among 
1 the Chriſtians, that ſo his own Prodeedings 
| may appear juſt. Tis true, I owe much 2 
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the Authority of this ſovereign Guide of, true Be- 
lievers; yet I muſt not, to pay this Debt, turn 
Bankrupt of my Reaſon : I owe ſomething to 
my ſelf, and to the diſtinguiſhing Character of a 
Man. I promiſed him, indeed, to obey his Com- 
mands in this Point: But he that has given me 
„ a Diſpenſation for all the Lies and Perjuries I ſhall 
be guilty of in Paris, will, I hope, pardon me, 
if I turn my own Confeſſor, and abſolve my ſelf, 
for not performing my Word to him in this 
Point, | ' 

I am not often guilty of aſperſing the Living, 
but I abhor to injure the Dead ; leſt I ſhould in- 
cur the Fate of him, who being at Enmity with 
a famous Wrefiler, purſued him with Malice and 
Revenge, even in his Grave For envying the 
Honour that was due to this Vreſtler's Memory, 
in that his Statue was ſet up in a publick Place, he 
went privately one Night, with a deſign to throw 
the Statue down: But after he had ſpightfully 
disfigured it in ſeveral Parts with a Hammer, 
and was buſy in working its Overthrow ; the 
Image on a ſudden fell on him, and cruſh'd him 
to Death: As if the Spirit of him whom it re. 
preſented, had given it this Fall, to revenge the 
Malice of his Adverſary. 

Certainly, the Ancients were not ignorant what 
they ſaid when among other ſage Counſels, 
they adviſed Mortals, Not to ſpeak ill of the 
Dead, but to efleem them ſacred, wwho are gone in- 
to the immortal State. And Plato's Ring had this 
Motto on it : It is eaffer to provoke the Dead, 
than to pacify them, when once provoked Inti- 
mating thereby, that the Souls of the Departed 
are ſenſible of the Injuries that are done them 
by the Living. | 

Therefore 1 will ſhun Detraction, eſpecially 
* vas, Dead. And, if 1 cannot ſay much in 

3 Praiſe 
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Praiſe of Sultan Ihrahim's Virtues, let his Vices be 
buried with him in eternal Obliwion, 

I run no Hazards in writing thus frankly to 
thee, being aſſured of thy Fidelity, Beſides, 
Death (which is the worſt Puniſhment can be in- 
flicted on me for what I have ſaid, ſhould it be 
known, ) would not be bitter, when given by a 
Friend. Dear Dgn-t, adieu. 


Paris, 20th of the 1% Moon; 
of the Year 1649. 


— 


— 
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Fo Danecmar Keſrou, Kadiliſquer 


HEN I inſo med thee how the Scots had 
ſold their King to the Exgliſb Rebell, it 
was eaſy to preſage the Conſequence, without a 
Revelation. When Sovereign Monarchs become the 
Merchandize of Factions, they commonly pay the 
Price with their own Blood: And there are few 
Examples of Princes that have been impriſon'd by 
their Subjects, and yet bave eſcaped a violent 
Death: For thoſe who have once advanced fo far 
in their Treaſon, as to ſeize the Per/on of their 
Sovereign, can never retire with Safety to them- 
ſelves, or at leaſt their own Guilt makes them 
think ſo. The Conſciouſneſs of what they have 
already done, prompts them to proceed in their 
Wickedneſs : and their Deſpair of ſaving their 
own Lives, makes them conclude it neceflary to 
take away his, whoſe violated Majeſty, they fear 
will never pardon ſo impudent an Eſſay of T 
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But the Method which the Exg// have taken 
to murther their Xing, has not a Precedent in Hi- 
ſtory : Theſe rfidels have out-ftripp'd all former 
Traytors, in the Contrivance and Execution of 
their Regicide : They have even ſurpaſſed them- 
ſelves, and their own firſt Deſigns. 

It has been uſual for Traytors, to take away 
the Life of a depos'd Monarch privately, by Poi- 
ſon or Aſſaſſin, either in reſpect to his royal Blood, 
or to avoid the Poſſibility of a Reſcue, from any 
of his loyal Friends and Subjects But, theſe Bar- 
.barians were reſolved publickly to inſult on Ma- 
je/ty, to brave the whole World in the Execution 
of their Villany, and make a pompous Concluſion 
of their Trea/ens. For, They erected a new Di- 
van, or Court of Fudicature, compoſed of the moſt 
infamous Traytors: There they formally try'd 
their Sovereign, by a Law of their own making : 


condemn'd him as a Tyrant and a Traytor : And 


finally, cauſed his Head to be chopt off with an 
Axe, by an Executioner, before the Gates of his 
own Palace, in the Sight of Thoufands of his Sub- 
4:45; that ſo they might appear, not ſo much to 
kill their King, as to deſtroy the Monarchy it ſelf, 
and triumph in its Ruin. 

Haſt thou, O venerable Judge of the Faithful, 
ever read or heard of ſuch a daring Treaſon ? All 
Europe fiartles at the monſtrous Fact. And Car- 
na] Mazarini himſelf, who carried on that private 
Web of ſactious Deſign in England, whoſe firit 
Threads his Predeceſſor Richlieu had ſpun ; yet ex- 
preſſed an Horror, at the News of this Tragedy. 
And, I loak not on this to be an Artifice of Po- 
licy in him to blind the World; but a real Diſ- 
covery of his Sentiments: For he is too generous 
to approve ſo barbarous a Proceeding againſt a 
Severeign Monarch, though his Enemy. 


T'other 
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T'other Day he was heard to ſay, That in 


Revenge of the King's Murder, he would embar- 


raſi the Counſels of the Engliſh Rebels, more than 
he had done thoſe of their Sovereign. 

This was not ſpoken fo ſecretly, but Mabmu: 
had Intelligence of it within an Hour : For I 
have more Ears in Paris, than thoſe on my Head, 
to hearken after the Intrigues of this Minifler : 
And it will be difficult for him hereafter to ſpeak, 
write or act any thing; no, not even in his pri- 
vate Cloſet, which will not be diſcloſed to me. 

Yet, though I thus watch his Motions as an 
Enemy, and do my utmoſt to render his De- 
ſigns againſt the Ottoman Port ineffectual, I can- 
not in my Heart condemn this Mini/fter, who all 
the while act but the part of a faithful Servant, 
and an able State/man, in ſtriving to aggrandize 
his Maſter. » 

His ſupporting alſo the Faction in England, and 
nouriſhing the Diſcontents of that giday-headed 
People, were but the Reſult of his Zeal for his 
Country, and for the Church, whereof he is on? 
of the principal Pillars : It being evident from 
his Grief at that King's Murder, That he bore 
no Malice againſt him, but only ſought to hum- 
ble him into erms of Compliance with France. 

When I ſay this, I ſuppoſe the Cardinals Sor- 
row on that Account, to be free from Fiction: 
But who knows when the Actions of Srateſinen 
are undiſguis'd, and when not ? For I am well 
aſſured, That whilſt his Agents were buſy in em - 
broiling that Nation, he promiſed the exiled 
Engli/h Queen, to aſſiſt her Husband with Men 
and Money againſt thoſe very Rebe/s, with whom 
he held a private Correſpondence, and to whom 
his Coffers were really open. 

Moſt of the European State/men are corrupted 


with the Maxim, of a certain famous H7:ter 
| whom 
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whom they call Mackiavel. This State Caſuiſt 
has taught them, to boggle at no Crimes, which 
may advance the Ends they aim at; every thing, 
in his Opinion, being honeft, that is ſucce/5ful. 
Thus, Policy among the Naxarenes, is degenerate- 
ed into ſordid Craft: And that which was once 
deſervedly eſteem'd a Virtue, neceſſary to the Go- 
wernments of the World, is now turn'd into a Vice; 
of which the very Out-Laws, Free-Booters and 
Pirates, are aſham'd. 

Cod. who ſuffer'd the Earth to be inhabited by 
Angels, for an infinite Number of Ages before he 
created Adam, and then expelling them hence for 
their Wickedneſs, and turning them to Dewils, 
gave this Globe for a dwelling Place to Man; 
grant, That the enormous Crimes of Mortals may 
not provoke him to exterminate our human Race, 


and reſtore the Devil to their ancient Habitati- 
on. * 


Paris, 12h of the 24 Moon, 
of the Tear 1649. 


The End of the Third Volume. 
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